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PKEFACE. 



The time at which this volume appears would seem 
to require a fe^ words of introduction. 

A day which closes a great epoch in the history of 
modern times, will soon be called to the remembrance 
of Protestant Christians. The registers of the Consis- 
tory of Geneva for the year 1564, bear under the name 
of Calvin these simple words : 

AUe a JDieu le Sabmedy 27 de May^ entre huU et 
neuf heures du sair.* 

The author of this volume, having been invited by 
the Evangelical Alliance to deliver an address on Tlie 
. Reformation and the Reformer of Geneva^ during the 
. GEcumenical Conference held at Geneva in September, 
1861, observed, in the course of his preparatory work, 
this important date, and proposed to the assembly that 
on the tercentenary of the Reformer's death, Geneva, 
and the Reformed Churches in general, should return 
. thanks publicly to God that he had raised up John 
. Calvin in the sixteenth century, to labor at the refor- 
mation of the Church, by re-establishing Holy Scripture 

* Went to God between the hours of eight and i^e o'clock 
in tbd -evening of Saturday 27th May. . . 
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as the supreme authority, and grace as the only means 
of salyation. The members of the Conference, about 
two thousand in number, adopted the resolution by ac- 
clamation.* 

As Christian Protestants were preparing to celebrate 
the anniversary, the author desired to contribute some- 
thing according to his ability towards reviving the 
memory of the great doctor. Almost at the very time 
when the idea of this Protestant festival occurred to his 
mind, he proposed to describe in a special work, The 
Meformaiion of Europe in the time of Calvin. Having 
published the first two volumes more than a year ago, 
he looked forward to issuing another before the 27th 
May, and he now presents it to the ^public. May it 
occupy its humble place among thj3 memorials destined 
to commemorate the Lord*s work. 

The persecuting Jesuitry of the seventeenth century, 
and the superficial incredulity of the eighteenth, have 
calumniated the great Reformer of the West. Times 
have changed, and the nineteenth century is beginning 
to do him justice. His works, even those still in 
manuscript, are sought after and published; his life 
and character, his theology and influence, are the ob- 
ject of numerous studies which in general bear the 
stamp of fairness ; and even distinguished painters have 
found the subject of their finest pictures in his life. 

We entertain no blind admiration for him. We know 
that he has sometimes used bitter language. We ac- 
knowledge that, sharing in the faults of his century, 
or rather of ten centuries, he believed that whatever 
infringed on the respect due to God ought to be pun- 
ished by the civil power, quite as much as anything 
that might be injurious to the honor or the life of man. 

♦ Conf6ronce» do Geuave en 1861, i. pp. 390, 391, 
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We deplore this error. But how can anj one study 
with discernment the Reformer's letters and other 
writings, and not recognize in him one of the noblest 
intelligences, one of the most elevated minds, one of 
the most affectionate hearts, and in short, one of those 
true Christian souls who unreservedly devote themselves 
to duty? An eminent scholar, whom Scotland still 
laments — ^Dr. Cunningham, the successor of Chalmers 
— said, in a work published a short time before his 
death, ' Calvin is the man who, next to St. Paul, has 
done most good to mankind.' 

No doubt he will always have his enemies. A jour- 
nal of high character and great circulation in Germany, 
speaking of a libol (SchnuBlisckriJl is the word used), 
published some time ago against Calvin, asks, ' From 
what camp does it proceed — ^from Jesuitical Romanism 
or atheistical libertinism ? ' It is, indeed, from these 
quarters that the enemies of the Reformer principally 
come ; but we acknowledge that a man may be opposed 
to Calvin, and yet not belong to either of these schools. 

Let us not disquiet ourselves, however, about such 
attacks ; Calvin's master has said, If they do these 
things in a green tree^ what shall he done in the dryf* 

The author of the present volume thinks that the 
best way of doing justice to his memory, is to make 
him known. The reader will meet in this work with 
many sayings and doings of this great man, which are 
not to be found in other histories. If a writer had the 
good fortune to lay before the German public some un- 
known trait of Luther's life, all Germany would be 
taken up with it. Shall we be more indifferent to the 
life of our great Reformer ? Certainly there arejnore 
striking actions in the life of Luther, who so easily 

* Lake, zviii. 31 
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gains possession of our hearts ; but we may ask whether 
there are not features in the life of Calvin, which are 
less frequent in that of the Wittemberg doctor ; the 
manner, for instance, in which the young doctor of 
Noyon, wherever he happens to be (at Angoul^me, 
Poitiers, &c.), is at once surrounded by distinguished 
inen, whom he wins over to the truth ? 

The author desires, however, to remind some of his 
readers, that this book is not the history of Calvin. The 
title expresses that clearly enough : History cf the 
lieformation in Europe in the time of Calvin. It is 
the second series of a work of which the History of the 
Reformation of the Sixteenth Century ^ was the first. The 
Beformation of the Western nations, of which Calvin 
was the soul, having a special character, we thought it 
our duty to devote a special work to it ; but we shall 
not confine ourselves to relating the facts of the Befor* 
mation in which Calvin took a direct part. One por- 
tion of the fourth volume will describe the Reformation 
in England, from the fall of Wolsey. We purpose also 
to continue retracing the leading features of the Refor- 
mation in Germany, as we have already done in the 
first two volumes of this work, in which the alliance of 
Smalkalde, the peace of Nuremberg, the emancipation 
of Wurtemberg, and other analogous events have found 
their place.* It is the Reformation as a whole which 
the ^author desires to delineate. 

After speaking of France and Calvin, the author re- 
lates, in the present volume, facts which concern Latin 
Switzerland (Suisse Romande), the Waldensian villages 
of Piedmont, and finally Geneva. 

He does not think it proper to pass by unnoticed 
certain reproaches which the first two volumes have 

* See Book ii. oh. xxL fxiL xxvi. xxxi. xxxiii. 
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brought upon him. ^ It is a strange idea/ some have 
said, ^ to devote so much space to Geneva. Is it not 
doing too much honor to a little city of a few thousand 
souls ? History requires great people and mighty per- 
sonages. We meet with these at least around Luther ; 
but in Geneva, we find none but humble syndics and 
petty citizens.* 

• True, it is so. In this part of our history we have 
to deal with a little city and a little people ; and even 
in this democratic age,* there are persons who will put 
up with nothing but electors and kings. May we be 
permitted to reply that what is small, as regards out- 
ward appearances, is sometimes important as regards 
moral influence. This is a truth often reverted to in 
Holy Scripture : Hie ships, though they he so greats 
yet are they turned about ivith a very small helm.*^ . 

This portion of our narrative contains two parts : one 
is devoted to a man — Calvin ; the other to a city- 
Geneva. These two existences seem in the eyes of 
many persons to evolve separately, as if they were 
never to meet. But there is a close relation between 
them : from the very beginning they are destined to 
imite. Each is energetic, though without parade, and 
their alliance will in some future day double their 
strength. When Calvin and Geneva are one, many 
men and nations will feel their powerful and salutary 
influence. It is a marriage that will produce a nuiner- 
ous and active posterity. Whatever the friends of 
worldly greatness may say, this union, when it took 
place, was an event of more importance to the human 
race, than that which led a panegyrist of Louis XIV. 
to exclaim, in reference to a celebrated event — 

* Epistle of St. James, liL 4. 
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Les Bourbons, ces enfants des dieux, 
Unissent leurs tiges feoondes I* 

The idea expressed above will not be generally ac- 
cepted. The smallness of the scene which it unfolds 
will prevent the second work from interesting so much 
as the first. And yet there have been critics who have 
felt the importance of the history of Geneva. May we 
be permitted to give a few examples ? 

The London Review says : ' For the narrowness of 
the field — a small city — the variety of characters pre- 
sented may well astonish us. The dew-drop is big 
enough to hold an image of the heavens and earth ; 
and a city closely studied mirrors an empire. The 
story is crowded with incidents and surprises, with 
heroic deeds and endurance, and also with foul deeds 
and shames.' Some reviewers have gone so far as to 
place the facts of the second work above those of the 
first. The Neto York Observer says : ' The story of 
the times in which the Swiss Reformation was wrought 
is surrounded with a sublimity, romantic grandeur, and 
interest that attach to no part, of the great German 
movement under Luther.' 

We omit the remarks of other journals, particularly 
of the Saturday Review^ which rejoices to see ' the 
Genevese champions of liberty brought to light.' We 
must, however, quote one more, the Patriot^ which 
says : ' Geneva is one of the smallest and one of the 
most heroic cities of Europe. Had it been predicted, 
its history would have been incredible. Geneva defied 
not only the Duke of Savoy and the Pope, but the 
Emperor Charles V., and dared also his scarcely less 

* ' Those children of the gods, the Boarbons, unite their 
fruitful rac-es.' 
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powerful rival Francis I. ; and in spite of them all it 
won, first, its political and then its religious liberties, 
and not for itself only but for Northern Europe. More 
than once it was the Thermopylae of Protestantism and 
freedom, bravely held by an heroic little band scarcely 
more in comparison with those who sought to iestroy 
them than the three hundred men of Leonidas in com- 
parison with the Persians.* 

But if the opinions of some were favorable to the 
little city, the criticisms of others were not so ; and as 
the author will again speak of Geneva in this volume, 
and (God willing) in others, he desires to say a word of 
explanation with reference to these objections. 

If the work is found uninteresting, the fault must be 
ascribed to the historian, not to the history. The talent 
of one of the great masters of history would have pre- 
vented all reproach; l>ut the workman dan^aged the 
work. Can the present generation have become so fas- 
tidious as to cease to feel interest in what is great and 
beautiful of itself, and to need all the refinements of 
style in order to revive its morbid tastes ? 

Geneva is a republic, and this, perhaps, may also 
have told against our narrative. Some persons have 
fancied that when the author spoke of liberty, he meant 
liberty in the republican form alone, and that may have 
displeased them. But that is a mistake ; the author 
has always had in view that constitutional liberty 
which includes all inodern liberties, and not any partic- 
ular form of it. He even believes that the monarchical 
form is the most favorable to the liberties of a great 
nation. It has been his lot to see side by side a re- 
public without liberty and a monarchy in which all were 
free.* 

• French Republic after 1848. 
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The coldness, however, of some readers for the annals 
of a little people, proceeds in the main from another 
cause. There are in reality two histories : one which 
is external and makes much noise, hut whose conse- 
quences are not lasting ; the other, which is internal, 
has hut a mean appearance, like the seed when it ger- 
minates ; and which nevertheless bears most precious 
fruit. Now what pleases the general public is a narra- 
tive in which great armies manoeuvre ; while, on the 
other hand, what touches the author is the movement 
of the soul, of strong characters, enthusiastic outbursts, 
the low estate of humble and tranquil hearts, holy af- 
fections, life-giving principles, the faith which gains 
victories, and the Divine life which regenerates nations 
— ^in a word, the moral world. The material world, 
physical and appreciable force^ parks of artillery and 
glittering squadrons, possess but a secondary interest 
in his eyes. Numerous cannons, it is true, give more 
smoke ; but to those external powers, which destroy 
life, he prefers the internal powers which elevate the 
soul, wsrm it for truth, for liberty, and for God, and 
cause it to be born again to life everlasting. If these 
internal forces are developed in the midst of a little 
people, they possess all the more attraction for him. 

If humble heroes are not popular, shall I therefore 
leave their noble actions in obscurity ? Shall I limit 
myself henceforward to bringing princes and kings on 
the stage, with statesmen, cardinals, armies, treaties, 
and empires ? No : I can not do so. I shall have to 
speak, indeed, of Francis I. and Charles V., of Anne 
Boleyn and Henry VIII., and other great personages; 
but I shall still remain faithful to little people and lit- 
tle things. It is indeed a petty city whose struggles I 
lun relating ; but it is the city that for two centuries 
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made head agsuinst Rome, until she had resigned the 
task entrusted to her into the hands of more powerful 
nations — ^England, Germany, and America. Let the 
liberals despise her who at this very time most enjoy 

the fruits of her severe struggles Be it so As 

for me, I have not the courage to follow them. I call 

to mind the refugees she has entertained the asylum 

they found there, and which their children still enjoy 

and I desire to pay my debt. Oh! if she would 

only understand that she can not exist with honor in 
the future, unless, while loving liberty, she loves the 
Cfospel more than everything else. 

Let me say a few words more on the principles which 
have guided me in composing this history. What it is 
necessary for us to study above all things is, in my 
opinion, the beginnings. The formation of beings, the 
origin of the successive phases of humanity, pr.^ssese in 
my eyes an importance and interest far surpassing the 
exhibition of what these things have afterwards become. 
The creative epoch of Christianity, in which we con- 
template Christ and His apostles, is to me far more 
admirable than those which succeeded it. Similarly 
the Beformation, which ia the creation of the evangelic- 
al world in modern times, has greater attractions for 
«ne than the Protestantism which comes after. I take 
a pleasure in watching life in its commencement. When 
the^ work is done, its sumnui momenta are over. In 
the first lines of the first volume of my first work, I 
said that I should follow this rule. I shall not be re^ 
preached for remaining faithful to it. 

An objection has been raised that this history is too 
full of details. I might reply that it is not good to 
leave facts in vagueness ; that they must be analyzed 
aad described^ The surrounding circunistanees eim 
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alone give an accurate knowledge of events and imprese 
on them the stamp of reality. The author may here 
quote an authority which no one will dispute. He re- 
members, that being in Paris at M. Ouizot's, just as 
the first volume of the History cf the Reformation ap- 
peared — about thirty years ago — ^that illustrious writer 
said to him ; * Give us details, the rest we know.* We 
do not think that many of our readers will fancy they 
know more than he does. 

Another conviction also exercises some influence on 
the character of my narrative. It seems to me that 
the study of the unknown has a peculiar charm. Geneva 
and its struggles for liberty and the Gospel, are a terra 
incognita^ except to its citizens and a few men of let- 
ters. When historians describe ancient or modem 
times — ^for example, the Revolution of the Netherlands, 
of England, or of France, — ^they can only say a little 
better what others have already said before them. Per- 
haps there is some advantage in exploring a virgin soil 
— ^in adding new facts to that treasury which ought to 
be the wisdom of nations. The author is not, however, 
blind to the truth there may have been in some of the 
criticisms upon his work — and while following the prin- 
ciples he has laid down, he will endeavor to profit by 
them. 

He had hoped to publish the third and fourth vol- 
umes together this year. Having been forced to pass 
the winter of 1862-63 at Nice, with injunctions to ab- 
stain from work, he publishes one only now ; but the 
next, God willing, will not be long delayed. 

On returning from Nice, the author passed through 
Piedmont, partly to be present at a synod in the Wal- 
dendan valleys, which rescinded him of the one de- 
scribed in this volume ; and partly to make researches 
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among the General Archives of the kingdom at Turin. 
The valuable collections there contained were liberally 
thrown open to him, and he was able to select and 
transcribe some precious documents hitherto unknown, 
of which, as will be seen, he made immediate use. While 
thanking the various persons who have been useful to 
him in his researches, the authordesiresalsoto express 
his acknowledgements to the translator of this work. 
Dr. H. White, who has spared no pains in conveying 
to the English reader a faithful and animated copy of 
the original. The translation has been carefully revised 
by the author with great care, line by line and word by 
word, and some changes, not in the French edition, 
have been introduced. 

Will this work obtain a success similar to that which 
attended the former one ? That treated of the Refor- 
mation in Germany, with Luther as its hero ; this treats 
especially of the Reform in Western Europe, with Cal- 
vin as its head. The scene of the latter being nearer 
home, ought to have more interest for British readers ; 
or shall a new-bgrn passion for Germany and the Ger- 
mans make them look with indifference on all that does 

not directly concern the country of Luther ? France, 

Holland, England, Scotland, Switzerland should pos- 
sess some attraction for them. The history, hitherto 
almost unknown, of the Reformation of Geneva is not 
only attractive in itself, it is also of importance with 
regard to England. ' Geneva is the representative of a 
Christian system, of a great doctrine, — that of the 
supreme authority of Holy Scripture, and of the pure 
Gospel. The final triumph of this doctrine is of the 
greatest consequence for the English churches. A 
well-known British theologian of our day has said: 
* Two systems of doctrine arc now, and probably for 
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the last time, in conflict — the Catholic and the Gen^ 
van.** 

May this work be of some little use in determining 
the issue ! 



La Graveline, Eaux Yiyes: 
Geneva, May 1864. 



* Dr. Pasey, Letter to the Archbishop oj Canterbury, 
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CHAPTER I. 

CALVIN, THB FUGITIVE, IN flIS KETREAT AT ANGOFLEME. 

(NOYSMBEfi AND DECEMBER, 1538.) 

Religion needs liberty, and the convictions inspired 
by her ought to be exempt from the control of the Louvre 
and of the Vatican. Man's conscience belongs to God 
alone, and every human power that encroaches on this 
kingdom and presumes to command within it is guilty of 
rebellion against its lawful sovereign. Religious perse- 
cution deserves to be reprobated, not only in the name of 
philosophy, but above all in the name of God's right. 
His sovereign Majesty is offended when the sword enters 
into the sanctuary. A persecuting government is not only 
illiberal, it is impious. Let no man thrust himself be- 
tween God and the soul ! The spot on which they meet 
is holy ground. Away, intruder ! Leave the soul with 
Him to whom it belongs. 

These thoughts naturally occur to us as we approach 
an epoch when a persecuting fanaticism broke out in 

VOL. III. — 1 
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France, when scaffolds were raised in the streets of Paris, 
and when acts of terrible cmelty were enthusiastically 
applauded by a royal cortege. 

These lights of conscience, which we record, are not 
new. They date neither jfrom our century, nor from the 
sixteenth. The Saviour established them when he said : 
^Bender unto Oossar the things v^ich art Gcesar^s^ and 
UNTO God the things that are God's.' Since that 
hour they have been maintained by many courageous 
voices. During three centuries the martyrs said to the 
pagan emperors: 'Is it not an irreligious act to forbid 
my worshipping the God whom I like, and to force me to 
worship the god whom I dislike?'* In the fourth cen- 
tury Athanasius and Hilary told the Arian princes : ^ Sa- 
tan usea violence, he dashes in the doors with an axe. . . . 
but persuasion is the only weapon truth employs.' f In 
later years, when the barbarians desired to bend the 
Church under the weight of brute force, the hitherto ser- 
vile clergy declared as loudly as they could that religious 
doctrine did not fall under the dominion of the tempoi*al 
Bword. 

When, therefore, in the bloody days of the Reforma- 
tion, the power of Rome, uniting in some countries with the 
power of the princes, wished to constrain men's souls and 
force them to submit to its laws, the evangelical chris- 
tians, by claiming liberty in their turn, only asserted the 
great principle of Jesus Christ formerly adppted by the 
Church herself But strange to say ! this principle which 
she had found so admirable, when she had to employ it 
in self-defence, became impious when it was appealed to 
in order to escape from her persecutions. Such inconsis- 
tencies frequently occur in the history of fallen humanity. 
We must call them to remembrance though it be with 
sorrow. There have always existed many generous per- 

* *Adimere libertatem religioniB, interdioere optionem diyinitatis,' 
Ao. TertQlIiannB, Apol, cap. xxiv. 
t Athanasios, Hist. Arian, ^ 3. • 
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p(»8 in the bosom of catholicity who have protested with 
horror against the frightful punishments by which it was 
attempted to make our forefathers renoonce their faith; 
and there are still more now, for the laws of religious 
liberty are gradually becoming established among nations. 
But we must never forget that two centuries of cruel per- 
secution was the welcome the world gave to the Reforma- 
tion. When the day of St. Bartholomew saw the streets of 
the capital of the Valois run with blood, — when ruffians 
glutted their savage passions on the corps of that best and 
greatest of Frenchmen, Coligny — ^immense was the enthusi- 
asm at Rome, and a fierce shout of exultation rang through 
the pontifical city.* Wishing to perpetuate the glory of 
the massacre of the huguenots, the pope ordered a medal 
to be struck, representing that massacre and bearing the 
device : Bugonotorum strages. The officers of the Roman 
court still seU (as we know personally) this medal to all 
who desire to carry away some remembrance of their 
city. Those times are remote; milder manners prevail, 
but it is the duty of protestantism to remind the world 
of the use made by the court of Rome, on emerging from 
the middle ages, of XhsX preeminence in catholic countries, 
which she contends belongs to her always, and which she 
is still ready to claim ' with the greatest vigor.' Resistance 
to this cruel preeminence cost the Reformation torrents 
of the purest blood ; and it is this blood which gives |is 
the right to protest against it. 

Before we describe the scenes of horror that defiled 
the streets of Paris at this period, we must follow in his 
flight that yonng doctor, who, though illustrious in after 
years, was now the victim of persecution. 

The feast of All Saints being the day when the uni- 

* ' Qiiis autem optabilior ad te nuncios adferri poterat, ant nos ipsi 
quod fdieius optare poteramns principinm pontifioattis tui, quam at 
primis iUis menribus tefram illam caligintm^ qnaai ezorto sole, di»' 
cussam oenieremus ? * — Mureti Orai, xxii. 
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▼ersity celebrated the opening of the academical year, 
Calvin (as we have seen), through the channel of his 
friend Cop the rector, had displayed before the Sorbonne 
and a nnmerous audience the great principles of the Gos- 
pel. University, monks, priests had all been excited, 
scandalised, and exasperated ; parliament had interfered ; 
and Cop and Calvin were obliged to flee. 

That man whose hand was one day boldly to raise the 
standard of the Gospel in the world, whose teaching was 
to enlighten many nations, and whose eloquence was to 
stir all France ; that man who was yearly to send forth 
from Geneva some thirty or forty missionaries, and whose 
letters strengthened all the Churches; that man, still 
young, pursued by the lieutenant-criminal and his ser- 
geants, had been forced to steal out of his chamber into 
the street and disguise himself in strange garments ; and 
in the beginning of November, he found himself in the 
back streets on the left bank of the Seine looking on every 
side lest there should be any one on his track. He had 
never been more tranquil than at the moment when struck 
by this sudden blow. Francis I. resisted the insolence of 
the monks ; the Sorbonne had been compelled to disavow 
their most fanatical acts ; many Lutherans were able to 
preach the Gospel freely to those around them ; a reform- 
ing movement seemed spreading fkr and wide through 

France when suddenly the lightning darted forth and 

struck the young peformer. ^Ithoii^ht I sh[pxdd Jbe aU6 
to devote myself to God's service without hindrance,' 
said he in his flight ; ^ I promised myself a tranquil ca^ 
reer ;. . . .but at that very moment^ what I expected least, 
namely persecution and exile, were at the door,'* 

Calvin did not regret, however, the testimony he had 
borne to the truth, and resigned himself to exile. Far 
from resembliag the unbroken horse (to use his own ex- 
pression) who refuses to carry his rider, he voluntarily 

* * Cum promitterem mihi omnia tranqnillai aderat foribiu quod 
minime sperabam/ — Letter to Francis Daniel. 



GHAT. I. OALYIN'S flight. S 

bowed his shonlders to the cross.* Never tire in the 
middle of your journey^ wat his maxim always,f Yet as 
he trarellW along those rough by-roads of the Mantois, 
he often asked himself what this severe dispensation was 
to teach him. Was he to retire from Paris and renounce 
the idea of making that city the centre of his christian 
activity ? That would, indeed, be a hard trial for him. 
His people seemed to be waking, and he must leave 
them ! . . . . Still he kept on his way. On arriving near 
Mantes, he went to the residence of the Sire de Haseville, 
to whom he was known, and there remained in hiding 
several days. He then resumed his journey, either be- 
cause he thought himself too near his enemies, or because 
bis host was afraid. 

Calvin took the road to the south; he crossed the 
charming plains and valleys of Touraine, entered the 
pasturages and forests of Poitou, and thence turned his 
steps towards Saintonge and the Angoumois.| This lat- 
ter province was the end of his journey. On a hill at 
whose foot the Charente ' softly flowed,' stood the cathe- 
dral, the old castle and city of AngoulSme, the birth-place 
of Margaret of Navarre. Calvin entered the gates of 
this antique town, and ma'de his way to one of the princi- 
pal streets, which afterwards received in his honor the 
name it still bears — Rue de Gendve, In that street was a 
large mansion whose principal apartment was a long gal- 
lery in which more than four thousand volumes, printed 
or manuscript, were collected : it was one of the most 
valuable private libraries then existing in France.§ The 
fugitive halted before this house. Learned works were 
doubtless well calculated to attract him ; but he was ani- 

* Calvin, HarmorUe Evang^lique. 

t Calvin, Leltres Francaises, published by Jales Bonnet, i. p. 349. 

t * In agrum Santonioum demigrans/ — ^Beza, Vita Calvini. 

^ * Condavi quodam in Tilii sedibas, pluB quatuor librorum, tarn 
impresaorum quam manuscriptoram, millibus inatructo.*— Flor. 
Remond, HisL Heres. ii. p. 248. 
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mated by another motive also. This mansion belonged 
to the family of Du Tillet, whose members were reckoned 
among the most learned in the kingdom. The Either and 
two of his sons were detained in Paris by their duties 
in the Chamber of Accounts, at the Louvre and in par- 
liament ; but another son, Louis, canon of the cathedral, 
was at Angouldme, and lived alone in that krge house, 
when he was not at his parish of Claix. Louis was Cal- 
vin's friend,* and it was the remembrance of this gentle, 
mild, and rather weak young man, whose disposition was 
very engaging, that had induced the fugitive to bend his 
steps towards the Angoumois. 

Calvin stopped in front of his friend's house and 
knockqd at the door, it opened, and he went in : we can 
not say whether he found the canon there or not, but at 
all events the latter was filled with joy when he heard of 
the arrival of the young doctor, whose ' great gifts and 
grace ' he admired so much, and whose intimacy had been 
SO sweet to him. Calvin told him how he had been 
obliged to fiee from the attacks of the parliament, and of 
the danger to which those who gave him refuge were ex- 
posed. But Du Tillet thought himself the happiest of 
men, if he could but shelter his friend from the search of 
his enemies. Once more he was about to enjoy those 
spiritual and edifying conversations which he had so often 
regretted and could never forget, f Even the persecution 
of which Calvin was a victim made him all the dearer to 
his friend ; and Louis introduced him into the vast gal- 
lery, installed him in the midst of the most eminent 
minds of all ages, whose celebrated works loaded the 
•numerous shelves, and established him, as in a safe re- 
treat, in that beautiful library which seemed prepared for 
the lofty intelligence and profound studies of the theolo- 
gian. 

* See Vol. II. book ii. ch. xx. 

t Corretp. de Calvin et de Du TiUet, published by M. Crottet, p. 80. 
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Calvin, who needed retirement and repose, felt happy. 
^ I am never less alone than when alone,' he used to say.* 
At one time, he gave thanks to -God ; at another, taking 
the precious volumes from the shelves around him, he 
opened and read them, assua^ng the thirst for knowledge 
which consumed him. A learned retreat, like that now 
given him, was the dream of his whole life. Pious re- 
flections crowded into his heart, and if during his flight 
he had felt a momentary darkness, the light now shone 
into his soul. ' The causes of what happens to us are 
often so hidden,' he said in after times, ' that human af- 
&irs seem to turn about at random, as on a wheel, and 
the flesh tempts us to murmur against God, because he 
sports with men, tossing them here and there like balls, . . . 
but the issue shows us that God is on the watch for the 
salvation of believers.'f • 

A new epoch, a new phase, was beginning for- Calvin : 
he was leaving school, he was about to enter upon life, 
and a pause was necessary. The future reformer, before 
rushing into the storms of an agitated career, was to be 
tempered anew in the fire of the divine Word and of 
prayer. Great struggles awaited him : the Church was 
waking up from the slumber of death, throwing back the 
winding-sheet of popery, and rising from the sepulchre. 
One imiversal cry was heard among all the nations of the 
West. At Worms, a monk had demanded the Holy Scrip- 
tures of God in presence of the imperial diet; a priest 
had demanded them at Zurich ; students had demanded 
them at Cambridge j at Spire, an assembly of princes 
had declared that they would hear nothing but the preach- 
ing of that heavenly Word ; and its life-bearing doctrines 
had been solemnly confessed at Augsburg in the presence 
of Charles V. Germany, Switzerland, England, the Low 
Countries, Italy — all Europe^ in a word, was stirred at 

♦ 'Nunquam minus solum esse qunm quum solus esset* — Flor. 
Bemond, Hist. Hercs. ii. p. 247. 
t Calvin, Institutes ^ bk. i. ch. zvii. 
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tbe sight of that new &ith which had come forth from 

the tomb of ages France herself was moved. How 

could a young man so modest, so timid, who feared so 
much all contact with the passions of men — how could 
Calvin battle for the feiith, if he did not receive m the re- 
tirement of the wilderness the baptism of the Spirit and 

of fire? 

And this baptism he received. Alone and forced to 

hide himself, he experienced an inward peace and joy he 
had never known before. ' By the exercise of the cross,' 
he said, * the Son of God receives us into his order, and 
makes us partakers of his glory;' Accordingly he gave 
a very extraordinary name to the obscure town of Angou- 
l^me : he called it Doxopolis, the city of glory, and thus 
he dated his letters. How pleasant and glorious this re- 
tirement proved to him ! He had found his Wartburg, 
his PcUmoSj and unable any longer to hide from his friends 
the happiness he enjoyed,. he wrote to Francis Daniel of 
Orleans : * Why cannot I have a moment's talk with you? ' 
he said, ' not indeed to trouble you with my disputes and 
struggles ; why should I do so ? I think that what inter- 
ests you more just now is to know that I am well, and 
that, if you take into account my known indolence, I am 
making progress in my studies.' * Then after speaking of 
Du Tillet's kindness, of his own responsibility, and of the 
use he ought to make of his leisure .... the joy which 
filled his heart ran over, and he exclaimed with thank- 
fulness : ' Oh ! how happy I should think myself, if the 
peace which I now enjoy should continue during the time 
of my retirement and exile.f The Lord, whose providence 
foresees everything, will provide. Experience has taught 
me that we cannot see much beforehand what will happen 

* * Et pro ea quam nosti desidia, nonnibil studeBdo profiocre.' — 
Berne MSS-. vol. 450, Calvin to Fr. Daniel. Doxopolis. 

t * Si id temporis qnod vel exilio, vel seeessui destanatnm est, tanto 
in otio transigere datur, pneclare mecnm agi ezistinuibo.* — Ibid. 
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to US. At the very moment when I promised myself re- 
pose, the storm burst suddenly upon me. And then, when 
I thought some horrible den would be my lot, a quiet nes^ 
was unexpectedly prepared for me.* .... It is the hand of 
God that had done this. Only let us trust in him, and he 
will care for us ! ' Thus the hunted Calvin found himself 
at AngoulSme, under God's hand, like a young storm- 
driven bird that has taken refuge in the nest under the 
wing of its mother. 

The young canon took the liveliest interest in the &te 
of his guest, and hoped to see the hospitality he showed 
him bear precious fruits for learning and the Gospel. 
Calvin, too humble to believe that Du Tillet's cares had 
any reference to himself, ascribed them solely to his 
Mend's zeal for knowledge and the cause of Christ ; it 
Beemed to him that he could never repay such kindness - 
but by constant labor, and that was all he ever had to 
give. ' My protector's kindness,' he said, ' is sufficient to 
stimulate the indolence of the laziest of men. f Cheer up, '^ 
then ! let me make an effort, let me struggle earnestly. 
No more carelessness ! ' J Then he shut himself up in Du 
Tillet's library, gathered round him th^ books he wanted, 
and said : ' I must give all my attention to study ; this 
thought is constantly pulling me by the ear.' If -he took 
a moment's leisure, he felt ' his ear pulled,' that is to say, 
his conscience was troubled ; he hurried to his books, and 
set to work with so much zeal, *that he passed whole 
nights without sleeping and days without eating.' § This 
was his indolence ! 

A great idea was at that time growing in his heart. 

* * Nidus, mihi, ia tranqiuUo componcbatur prseter opinionem.'-* 
Ibid. 

t * Sane inerfissimi hominis ignaviam acuere posset patroni mei ha- 
manitas.' — ^Berne MSS. vol. 450, Oalvift to F. Daniel. DoxofoHs. 

t * Mihi conandum est, serioque contendendum.' — ^Ibid. 
- §*Tam somni'quam cibi om ino oblitns.* — Flor. R^mond, Hist* 
Heres. u. p. 247. 

1* 
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Parliament accused and even burnt his brethren for pre- 
tended heresies. ' Must I be silent,' he said, ^ and thus 
give unbelievers an oppo: tunity of condenming a doctrine 
they do not know ? Why should not the Reformed have 
a confession to lay before their adversaries ? ' * As he 
examined Du Tillet's library, he came upon certain books 
which seemed to him to bear particularly on the existing 
state of suffering among evangelical christians. He saw 
that apologies had formerly been presented to the Empe- 
ror Adrian by Quadratus and Aristides, to Antoninus by 
Justin Martyr, and to Marcus Aurelius by Athenagoras. 
Ought not the friends of the Reformation to present a 
similar defence to Francis I. ? If Calvin's mouth is shut, 
he will take up the pen. God was then setting him apart 
for one of the great works of the age. He did not in- 
deed compose his Christian Instittites at this time, even 
under the elementary fbrm of the first edition, but he 
meditated it; he searched the Scriptures; he drew out 
the sketch, and perhaps wrote some passages of that 
work, the finest produced by the Reformation^ And hence 
one of the enemies of the Reform, casting a severe look 
on the learned library of the Du Tillets, was led to ex- 
claim : * This is the forge where the new Vulcan prepared 
the bolts that he was afterwards to scatter on every side. . . 
That is the factory where he began to make the nets that 
he afterwards fixed up to catch the simple^ and from 
which a man must be very clever to get out. It was 
there that he wove^'the web of his InMitutea^ which we 
may call the Koran or the Talmud of heresy .'f 

While Calvin was writing his first notes, he heard 
some strange rumors. Men spoke to him of certain ma- 
terialists in whose opinion the soul died with the body. 

* * Debere nobis in promptn esse fidei confessionem nt earn pro- 
fcramus qnoties opus est/ — Calvin, Opp, y. pars 4ta, p. 84. 

t * In hao officina Vulcani . . . telam ezorsns ad capiendos simpli- 
oinm animos. . . . Alcoranum vol Talmud/ — Flor. Remond, Hiat. fferet, 
ii. p. 246, and French cditton, liv. vii. ch. ix. 
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At first he hesitated as to what he should do. * How,' he 
asked, ' can I join battle with adversaiies of whose camp 
and arms and tactics I know nothing, and of whom I have 
only heard some confused mui*mur ? * Another considera^ 
tion checked him. Allied to them were Christians who, 
while rejecting these errors, said that tiihe did not exist 
for the soul separated from the body, and that the mo- 
ment of death was followed instantly by the moment of 
resurrection. ' I should not like these good people to be 
offended against me,' he said. Calvin refused to fire a 
shot against his enemies lest he should wound his 
brethren. 

But oi\p day he was told of enormous and degrading 
sophisms. These teachers said to their followers : * God 
has not placed in man a soul different from that of the 
beast. The soul is not a substance ; it is only a quality 
of life, which proceeds from the throbbing of the arteries 
or the motion of the lungs. It cannot exist without the 
body, and perishes with it, until man rises again whole.'f 
Calvin was thunderstruck. To be a man and to rank 
yourself among beasts, seemed to him foolish and impious. 
' O God ! ' he exclaimed, ' the conflagration has increased, 
and thrown out flakes which, spreading £ir and wide, 
have turned to burning torches . . . . O Lord, extinguish 
them, we pray thee, by that saving rain which thou re- 
servest for thy Church ! ' J 

It was this gross materialism which absorbed Calvin's 
attention at Angoul^me. He saw the evil which these 
teachers might do the Reform, and shuddered at the 
thought of the dangers which threatened the simple. 
*Poor reeds tossed by every wind,' he exclaimed, ' whom 

* Opusc, Franc, de Calvin, p. 8. This letter is not in the Latin 
edition. 

t *■ Vim dnntaxat vitam esse^ aiunt, quo ex spiritn arteriiB aut pul« 
xnonnm agitatione dnoicur.* — Psychopaimychia, Op. Lat. p. 1. 

^ Opusc, Franc, p. 2, Preface. 
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the slightest breath shakes and l)end8, what will become 
of you?'. .. .Then addressing the materialists he said; 
* When the Lord says that the wicked kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul, does he not mean that the soul sur- 
vives after death?* Know you not that, according to 
Scripture, the souls of the saints stand before the throne 
of God, and that wlute robes were given unto every one 
of them?'t Then resorting to irony, he continued: 
' Sleepy souls, what, I pray, do you understand by these 
white robes f Do you take them for pillows on which the 
souls recline that are condemned to die ? ' J This mode 
of arguing was not rare in the sixteenth century. Calvin, 
agitated by these errors, took up his pen, and committed 
to paper the reflections which he. published shortly after. 
Calvin loved to repose from these struggles on the 
bosom of friendship. In the society of Du Tillet at An- 
gouleme he found once mbre the cl^jirms which that of 
Duchemin had procured for him at Orleans. All his life 
he sought that noble intercourse, those officeSj those kind- 
nesses which friendship procures.§ Even when deep in 
study, he loved to see the library door open, a well-known 
face appear, and a friend sit down by his side. Their 
conversations had an inexpressible sweetness for him. 
'We have no need,' said the young canon, 'of those 
secrets which Pythagoras employed to produce an indis* 
soluble fiiendship between his disciples. God has planted 
a mysterious seed between our souls, and that seed can 
not die.' || 

» 

* Opusc. Franc, p. 12. Opuse, Lat, p. 6. 
t Revelation vi. 11, vii. 9. 

t *■ O BpirituB dormitorii I Quid vobis sunt stolsB albn ? Palvinaria 
scilicet in quibns od somnnm deoabent ? ' 0pu9c, Lat, pp. 10, 11, 16. 
4 Montaigne, Essais, liv. 1. ch. zxvii. 
li Correspondanoe de Calvin aveo Du Tillet, pp. 29, 34, 48. 
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CHAPTER n. 

THE EXILE TURKS PREACHER. 
(December 1533 and January 1534.) 

By degrees, however, Calvin came out of his retire- 
ment. Shut up in his library, he began to sigh for coun- 
try air, like Luther in the Wartburg. He went out some- 
times, alone or with his friend, and rambled over the hills 
and quiet meadows watered by the Charente. The neigh- 
borhood of Angoul^me did not "present the grandeur he 
was one day to find on the shores of the Leman ; but to 
him everything in creation was beautiful, because he saw 
the Creator everywhere. He could even be profoundly 
touched by the beauties of nature : ' In the presence of 
the works of God,' he said, ' we are overcome with lis- 
tonishment, and our tongues and senses fail us.' * Not far 
from the city was a vineyard belonging to the canon, to 
which Du Tillet one day conducted his friend. The de- 
lighted Calvin returned there frequently ; the remembrance 
of these visits still lingers to those parts, and the vine- 
yard still goes by the name of Ld Calvine.f 

About this time their circle was increased : John Du 
Tillet, afterwards bishop of Meaux, arrived at Angou- 
l^me. He too became attached with his whole heart to 
Calvin : the latter, wishing to make himself useful to the 
two brothers, offered to teach them Greek, and while 
teaching them to read the New Testament, he led them 
to seek Christ. John listened greedily to the young doc- 
tor's words ; hence he was long suspected by the Roma- 

♦ Calvin, PsaumeSf ch. civ. 

t Drelineourt, Diferue dti Ci'.tinismiy p. 40; Orottet, Ohfron, ^protest. 
p. 96. 
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nists, and having published in 1549 a very old manuscript, 
ascribed to Chariemagne, Agahist Images — ^the LiJbri 
Carolini are known t;: be opposed to them — ^he occasioned 
loud murmurs: *A man who has been Calvin's pupil,' 
said the famous Cardinal du Perron, ^ cannot well have 
any other opinion.'* 

The^e lessons, begun at Angoul^me, were continued at 
Claix, where Du Tillet used to spend a part of the year. 
People asked in the village who that short, thin, pale young 
man was, who looked so serious and meek, and whom 
they often met with the Du Tillets. The best informed 
said that he gave them lessons in Greek* This study was 
a thing so extraordinary in the Angoumois, that the coun- 
try people, ignorant of the professor's name, called him 
the Greek of Claix, or the little Greek, Some of the bet- 
ter people of the neighborhood of Claix occasionally 
met the friends: they entered into conversation, and, 
says a contemporary, 'all who loved learning esteemed 
the young scholar;' f his knowledge of the classics, his 
taste so fine and accurate, attracted them to him. Certain 
friends of the Du Tillets, ecclesiastics of good fe,mily, 
men of letters and of feeling, soon shared this admiration 
of his virtues and his talents: they were Anthony de 
Chaillou, Prior of Bouteville, the Abbot of Balsac (near 
Jarnac), the famous De la Place, the Sieur de Torsac, 
Charles Girault, and others. Calvin's appearance, his 
simple dress and modest look interested these good men 
at first sight ; and that clear and penetrating glance which 
he preserved until the last, soon revealed to them the keen 
intelligence and uprightness of the young Greek. They 
conceived the most hearty affection for him. They loved 
to hear him speak of the Saviour and of heaven, and 
yielded to bis evangelical teaching without a thought o| 

* Perromana, 

t * Ut evAt ommbofi q ii litteras amabiuit cams.' — Flor. Esmond, 
Hist, Herts, ii. 246. 
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being faithless to that of the Church. This was the case 
with many Catholics at that tinae. They did not find in 
Calvin the things that make fine talkers in the world — 

* nonsense, merry jests, bantering, jokes, and all sorts of 
foolery, \fhich pass away in smoke,'* but the charms and 
profitableness of his cotiversation captivated all who 
heard him. De la Place in particular received a deep im- 
pression: 'I shall never forget,' he wrote years after, 
'how your conversation made nie better, when we were 
together at Angoul^me. Oh ! what shall I give you in 
this mortal life for the immortal life that I then re- 
ceived?'! 

The frequent visits paid to the OreeJs by persons of con- 
sideration were soon remarked by the clergy; on the 
other hand, Bouteville desired to substitute more regular 
conferences for these simple conversations. He lived at 
the castle of G6rac, situated in a less frequented district.^ 

* Come to my house,' he said to his friends, * and let eacli 
of us state freely his convictions and objections.' Calvin 
hesitated about going : ' he was fond of solitude, and 
spoke little in company ;' but the thought of bringing his 
friends to the Gospel decided him. 

One day, therefore, the modest doctor appeared in the 
midst of the Prior of Bouteville's guests; one idea had 
absorbed him on the road to Gerac. He thought that 

* truth is not a common thing ; that it rises far above the 
capacity of the human understanding, and that we ought 
to purchase it at any price.' At last when he joined his 
friends, after mutual greetings had been exchanged, he 
spoke to them of the subject that filled his heart. He 
opened the Bible, placed his hand on it, and said, ' Let us 

* * Sornettes, plaisantes rencontres, railleries, brocards, et toutea 
niaiseries, lesquclles s^en vont en fiimee/ 

t * Neqae enim sum immemor quantum me meliorem reddideris.' 
— ^De la Place to Calvin. Geneva MSS. 

t * In arce quadam, non procul ab oppido Engolismensi sita.* — 
Flor. R^mond, Hi^t, Hertn. ii. p. 247. 
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find the truth I' ♦ * The whole conference,' says Flo- 

rimond R^mond, a staunch Catholic, ^ had no other object 
but the investigation of triUhj a phrase which he had gener- 
ally in his mouth.' Calvin, however, did not set himself 
up as an oracle : addressing the conscience, he showed 
that Christ answered all the wants of the soul ; the con- 
versation soon became animated, his friends bringing for* 
ward objections. He never was at a loss j ' having a 
marvelous £sicility/ they said, ^ in penetrating suddenly 
the greatest difficulties and clearing them up.' The visit- 
era of G^rac departed joyfully to their homes. 

A^r these conferences, Calvin returned quietly to his 
retreat, and prayed for those to whom he had spoken and 
for others besides. ^ If sometimes we are cold in prayer,' 
he said, ^ let us at once remember how many of our breth- 
ren are sinking under heavy burdens and grievous troub- 
les ; how many are oppressed by great anguish in their 

hearts and in all extremity of evils We must have 

hearts of iron or steel, if such sluggishness in prayer can- 
not then be expelled from our bosoms.' f 

Calvin felt the necessity of giving a solid foundation to 
the faith of his friends. ' A tree that is not deeply rooted,' 
he said, ' is easily torn up by the first blast of the storm.' 
He then committed to paper, as we have said, the first 
ideas of his Christian JnstittUes. One day, as he was 
starting for G^rac, he took his notes with him, and read 
what he had just written to the circle assembled in the 
castle. J He did this several times afterwards ; but the 
notes served merely as a text on which he commented 
with much eloquence. ' No one can equal him,' they said, 
' in loftiness of language, conciseness of arrangement, and 

• Flop. Remond, Hist, Heres. (French ed. liv. vii. p. 889; Lat, 
ed. liv. vii. p. 261.) 

t Calvini 0pp. Ephes. vi. 

t * Ibi JtutUuiiones stma Calvinns depromebat qnantiun qnoqne die 
Bcripeiasct ipsis rccitans.^ — Flor. Remond, Hitt. Heres. iL p. 247. 



CHAP. n. COHFIEBBNCES AT GXBAO. 17 

majesty of stylo.' He was not content with stating this 
doctrine or that: his fine understanding grasped the 
organic unity of the Christian truths, and he was able to 
present them as a divine whole.* Ifc was no doubt the 
cry of his conscience which had led him to seek salvation 
in the Holy Scriptures ; but he h^ not been able to study, 
compare, and fathom them without his understanding be- 
coming enlightened, developed, and sanctified. The 
moral faculty is that which is first aroused in the Chiis- 
tian, but it immediately provokes the exercise of the 
intellectual faculties. The citizens of the kingdom of God 
are not those who know, but those who believe ; not the 
learned, but the regenerated. A church in which the 
intellectual fiiculty is above the moral Acuity, does not 
bear the stamp of the Protestant and Christian principle ; 
but every church in which the divine faculty of the under. 
Btanding is neglected, and where learning is viewed with 
distrust, will easily fall into deplorable error. 

Calvin's explanations, so deep and yet so clear, were 
not without their use. Du Tillet, Chaillou, De la Place, 
Torsac, and others mutually expressed their admiration 
and joy after the young doctor had retired ; then, at their 
homes and apart from the world, they meditated on the 
consoling truths they had heard. Many of the most nota- 
ble men of the district were won over to evangelical con- 
victions.f The Prior of Bouteville, in particular, showed 
from that time so much faith and zeal — he was, after 
Calvin's departure, so much the father and guide of those 
who had. received the seed of truth, that he was called 
throughout the province : ' The Lutherans' Pope. J 

Calvin's sphere widened gradually : he wrote to those 

* 'TheologiiB suss mysteria revelabat atqne explicabat.' — Flor. 
Bemond, HisU Heres. ii. p. 247. 

t * Complures auotoritaiis viros in suam sententiam pertraxit.' — 
Ibid. 

t 'Butevillani prior Intheraaoram papa postea oognominntiu.*— 
Ibid. 
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. to whom he could not speak ; * and ere long his friends 
asked whj thej should keep for themselves alone. the 
bread of life on which they fed?. . . .One of them giving 
utterance to this thought to the young doctor, added : 
* But you can only reach the people in the churches.' It 
was scarcely possible that Calvin, a fugitive from Paris, 
could visit the churches of the Angoumois as an evange- 
lical missionary. * Compose some short Christian exhor- 
tations for us,' said his friends to him, * and we will give 
them to well-disposed parish priests to read to their con- 
gregations.' f He did so, and humble clerks read these 
evangelical appeals from their pulpits, as well as they 
could. Thus Calvin preached through the mouths of 
priests to poor villagers, as he had addressed the imposing 
Sorbonne by the mouth of the rector. 

This encouraged certain church dignitaries, especially 
the prior, who were at once his disciples and his patrons. 
If Calvin could not preach in French, why should he not 
teach in Latin ? They surrounded the young doctor, re- 
presenting to him that Latin, the language of the Roman 
Church, could not occasion any scandal, and asked him to 
deliver some Latin orations before the clergy. Calvin, 
firmly convinced that the reform ought to begin with the 
teachings of the priest, preached several Latin sermons iii 
St. Peter's Church.J In this way he inaugurated bis 
career as a reformer. All this could not be done without 
giving rise to murmurs. The faithful followers of Rome 
complained of him, of the prior, of all his friends, and this 
opposition might become dangerous. * Fatal instrument,' 

• * Du Perron, in the Perroniana, inentiong aeveral of Calvin^s let- 
ters preserved by the Du Tillcts. 

t * Amico euidam cujus rogatu breves quasdam admonitiones 
Christianas scripsit* — Beza, VUa Calvini, Lat. p. 4 ; French, p. 15. 
Bayle (sub voce Calvin) thinks that Du Tillet was the friend of whom 
Beza speaks ; perhaps it was Chaillou. 

t * Semel atque iterum in lede S. Petri obivit.'— Flor. E&nond, 
Hist. Heres. ii. p. 261, <bc. Crottet, Chron. protesL p. 97. 



CHAP. nr. QUEBK MABGABET AT NBBAC. 19 

says a Romanist with reference to Calvin's stay in the 
Angoumois, * which was destined to reduce France to 
greater extremities than the Saracens, the Germans, the 
[English, and the house of Austria had done.* He was 
not, however, the only one who was assisting in this ex- 
cellent work. 



CHAPTER III. 

CALVIN AT KBBAO WITH BOUSSEL AND LEFEVBB. 

(WiNTEB OP 1633-34.) 

While Francis I. was endeavoring to stifle the Refor- 
mation in the north of France, it was spreading in the 
south, and many souls were converted in the districts 
bordering the Pyrenees. Evangelical Christians of other 
countries, some of whom were ministers, had taken reftige 
there, and'towns and villages were perverted suddenly by 
hearing a single sermon,' says a Eoman Catholic historian. 
On certain days, the simple peasants and even a few 
townspeople, arriving by different paths, would meet in 
a retired spot, in the bed of some dried-up tof rent or in a 
cavern of the mountain. They had often to wait a long 
time for the preacher; the priests and their creatures 
forced him to make a wide circuit ; sometimes he did not 
come at all. ' Then,' says a Catholic, ' women might be 
seen trampling on the modesty of their sex, taking a Bible, 
reading it, and even assuming the boldness to interpret 
it, while waiting for the minister.' 

At this epoch the Queen of Navarre arrived in the 
south. The noise caused in 1633 by the reactor's sermon 

* Yarillas, Hist, des RSvolutions Rdigieuaes^ ii. p. 459. 
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and Calvin's disappearance, had induced her to quit St. 
Germain for the states of her husband. Her brother, the 
king, was then at a distance from PaHsj her nieces with 
their governesses, Mesdames de Brissac and De Montreal, 
and the somewhat gloomy and oppressive etiquette which 
prevailed at the court of Queen Eleanor of Portugal, was 
not much to the taste of the lively and intelligent Mar- 
garet of Navarre. She therefore started for N6rac. Two 
litters with siz mules, three baggage mules, and three or 
four carriages for the queen's women* entered the city, 
and took the road that leads to the vast Gothic castle of 
the D'Albrets. It was a very scanty retinue for the sis- 
ter of Francis I. 

Margaret alighted from her litter, and was hardly- 
settled in her apartments before she felt quite happy, for 
she had escaped at last from the pomps and struggles of 
the court of France. She laid aside her showy dresses 
and her grand manners ; she hid the majesty of her house 
beneath a candor and friendliness that enchanted all who 
came near her. Dressed like a plain gentlewoman, she 
quitted the castle, crossed the Baise which flows through 
the city, and rambled along the beautiful walks of the 
neighborhood, having for companions only the seneschal- 
ess of Poitou or one of her young ladies of honor. But 
she had come for something more than this. Having fled 
far from the palaces and cities where the persecuting 
spirit of Rome and of the parliament was raging, she oc- 
cupied herself more particularly in giving a fresh impulse 
to the evangelical movement in the southern provinces. 
Her activity was inexhaustible. She sent out colporteurs 
who made their way into houses, and while selling jew- 
elry to the young women, presented them also with New 
Testaments, printed in fine characters, ruled in red and 
bound in vellum with gilt edges. ' The mere sight of 
these books,' says an historian, ' excited a desire to read 

* BraDtome, CapUaines iUustrct, p. 235. 
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them.' Around the queen everybody was in motion, 
laboring and murmuring like a hive of bees. * Margaret,' 
says the king's historiographer, * was th6 precious flower 
that adorned this parterre, and whose perfume attracted 
the best spirits of Europe to Beam, as thyme attracts 
honey-bees.' * 

The queen might often be seen surrounded by a troop 
of suflerers, to whom she showed the tenderest respect. 
These were the refugees: Lefevre of IStaples, Gerard 
Roussel, converted priests and monks, and a number of 
laymen, obliged to leave France, which they had been 
able to do, thanks to the queen who had assisted their 
flight.^ 'The good princess,' said a Catholic, 'has really 
nothing more at heart than to get those out of the way 
whom the king wishes to deliver up to the severities of 
justice. If I attempted to give the names of all those 
whom she has saved from punishment I should never 
finish.' f 

The Christians exiled for the Gospel did not make her 
forget the wretched of her own country* One day, when 
Roussel was describing to her the tmfortunate situation 
of a poor family, Margaret said nothing ; but returning 
to her chamber, she threw a Bearnese hood over her 
shoulders, and, followed by a single domestic, went out 
by a private door, hastened to the sufferers, and comfort- 
ed them with the tenderest affection.J 

She took pleasure in founding schools. Roussel, her 
chaplain, would visit the humble room in which the chil- 
dren of the people were learning to read and write, and 
going up to them, would say : * My dear children. . . .the 
death of Christ is a real atonement. There is no sin so 
small as not to need it, or so great that it cannot be blot- 
ted out by it.§ Praying to God,' he would add, * is not 

• Olhagaray, Hist, dt Foix^ <fcc. p. 506. 

t Flor. Remond, HisL Heres. viii. ch. ii. > 

t Sainte Marthe, Oraiton funihre de la Reine de Navarre, 

^ MSS. fol. 2. Schmidt, p. iSl. 
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mnttering with the lips : prayer is an ardent and serious 
eonverse with the Lord.' * 

There was one feature, however, in this awakening in 
the south which, in Calvin's eyes, rendered it imperfect 
and transitory, unless some remedy were applied to it. 
There was in it a certain halting between truth and error. 
The pious but weak Roussel manifested a lamentable 
spirit of compromise in his teaching. Wearied with the 
struggles he had gone through, he sheltered himself under 
the cloak of the Catholic Church. He did not pray to the 
Virgin, he administered the Holy Sacrament in two 
kinds ; but he celebrated a kind of mass — a mournful 
and yet touching instance of that mixed Christianity 
which aimed at preserving evangelical life under catholic 
forms. 

Calvin at Ailgouldme was not &r from N^rac, and his 
eyes were often turned to that city. He longed to see 
Lef&vre before the old man was taken from the world, 
and Was uneasy about Roussel, whom he feared to see 
yielding to the seductions of greatness. One of the chris- 
tian thoughts that had laid the strongest hold on his 
mind, was the conviction that the wisdom from on high 
ought to reject every compromise suggested by ambition 
or hypocrisy.f Ought he not to try and bring back 
Roussel into the right path from which he appeared to be 
wandering ? Calvin left Du Tillet's house probably about 
the end of February, and called upon Roussel as soon 
as he arrived at N^rac. 

The most decided and the most moderate of the theo- 
logians of the sixteenth century were now face to face. 
Calvin, naturally timid and hesitating * would never 
have had the boldness so much as to open his mouth (to 
use his own words); but £iith in Christ begot such a 
strong assurance in his heart, that he could not remain 

• MSS. fol. 89 a, 177 b.-^lhid. pp. 145, 167. 
t Cklyixii 0pp. James iii. 17. 



cffikp. m. CALVIN xyv boubsel. 28 

silent.^ He, therefore, gave his opinion with decision: 
* There is no good left in Catholicism,' he said.. * We must 
reestablish the Chnrch in its ancient putity.'* — * What is 
that you say?' answered the astonished Roussel; ^ God's 
house ought to be purified, no doubt, but not destroyed.'! 
—* Impossible,' said the young reformer; *the edifice is so 
bad that it cannot be repaired^ We must pull it down 
entirely, and build 'another in its place.'J — Roussel ex- 
claimed with alarm : * We must cleanse the Church, but 
not by setting it on fire. If we take upon ourselves to 
pull it down, we shall be crushed under the ruins.'§ 

Calvin retired in sorrow. Type of protestant decision 
in the sixteenth century, he always protested fi-eely and 
boldly against everything that was contrary to the Gos- 
pel. He displayed this unshakeable firmness not only in 
opposition to catholic tendencies, but also against ra- 
tionalistic ideas. It would not be difficult to find in 
Zwingle,inMelanchthon, and even in Luther, some sprink- 
ling of neology, of which the slightest traces cannot be 
found in Calvin. 

N^rac, as we have said, sheltered another teacher-~<in 
old man whom age might have made weaker than Rous- 
sel, but who under his white hair and decrepid appear- 
ance concealed a living force, to be suddenly revived by 
contact with the great faith of the young scholar. Cal- 
vin asked for Leftvre's house: everybody knew him: 
' He is a little bit of a man, old as Herod, but lively as 
gunpowder,' they told him.|| As we have seen, Leftvre 
had professed the great doctrine of justification by faith, 

* ^Ecdesia in pristinahi puritatem restituenda propositiim ei ape- 
rnifcr inquient nihil omnino sani in catholica saperes^e ecclesia.*— ■ 
Flor. Esmond, Hist, Heres, ii. p. 272. 

t ' Non destrnendam sed fulciendam.' — Ibid. 

X ' Yetns illnd aedificium planiBsime eaee dejiciendam, et novum iu- 
0traendam.* — Ibid. 

§ * EjuBdem rainis sepnltom.' — ^Ibid. 

il Bayld. DictioTinaire critique, sub Tooe. 
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even before Luther ; but after so many years, the aged 
doctor still indulged in the vain hope of seeing Catholi- 
cism reform itself ' There ought to be only one Church,' 
he would frequently repeat, and this idea prevented his 
separation from Rome. Nevertheless, his spiritualist 
views peimitted him to preserve the unity of charity with 
all who loved Christ. 

When Calvin was admitted into his presence, he dis- 
cerned the great man under his puny stature, and was 
caught by the charm which he exercised over all who 
came near him. What mildness, what depth, what knowl- 
edge, modesty, candor, loftiness, piety, moral grandeur, 
and holiness, had been said of him !* It seemed as if all 
these virtues illuminated the old man with heavenly 
brightness just as the night of the grave was about to 
cover him with its darkness. On his side, the young man 
pleased Leffevre, who began to tell him how the opposi- 
tion of the Sorbonne had compelled him to take refuge in 
the south, ' in order,* as he said, * to escape the fcloody 
hands of those doctors.'f 

Calvin endeavored to remove the old man's illusions. 
He showed him that we must receive everything from the 
Word and from the grace of God. He spoke with clear- 
ness, with decision, and with energy* Lefevre was 
moved — ^he reflected a little and weeping exclaimed: 
* Alas ! I know the truth, but I keep myself apart from 
those who profess it.' Recovering, however, from his 
trouble, he wiped his ^yes, and seeing his young fellow- 
countryman ' rejecting all the fetters of this world and 
prepanng to fight under the banner of Jesus,' he examined 
him moi-e attentively, and asked himself if he had not 
before him that future reformer whom he had once fore- 
told : I * Young man,' he said, ' you will be one day a 

"* * Eruditione, pietate, animi generositate DobilisBimucu* — Beta 
Icones. 

t *lJt yiz illorum manus cruentaa effagerit.*-— Bexie IcofUs, 
t • Futnrum augnrant'— Beza^ VUa Cahinu 
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powerful instrument in the Lord's hand.* • • • The world 
will obstinately resist Jesus Christ, and everything will 
seem to conspire against the Son of God; but stand firm 
on that rock, and many will be broken against it, God 
will make use of you to restore the kingdom of heaven in 
France.' f In 1500 Luther, being of the same age as 
Calvin in 1534, heard a similar prophecy from the mouth 
of a venerable doctor. 

Yet, if we may believe a catholic hlstoiian, the old 
man did not stop there. His eyes, resting with kindness 
on the young man, expressed a certain fear. He £mcied 
he saw a yoimg horse which, however admirable its spirit, 
might dash beyond all restraint. ^Be on your guard,' 
he added, 'against the extreme ardor of your mind.| 
Take Melanchthon as your pattern, and let your strength 
be always tempered with charity.' The old man pressed 
the young man's hand, and they parted never to see each 
other again. 

Did Calvin see the Queen of Navarre also ? It does 
not appear that Margaret was living at N6rac at that 
time ; but he had some relations with her. It has been 
said that she felt an interest in his exile ; § and it is possi- 
ble that she had some share in the resolution he soon 
formed of quitting the south. She may have assured him 
that he had nothing to fear in Paris, if he committed no 
imprudence. But we have found nothing certain on these 
2>pints. 

For the present, Calvin returned to Du Tillet's. The 
visits made to Roussel and Lef ^vi-e had taught him a 
lesson. He comprehended that it was not only souls 
blindly submissive to Rome that incurred imminent dan- 
ger; he conceived the liveliest alarm for those minds 

* ' Ittsigne inBtmmentain.' — Beza, Vila Calmni, 
f * Goelestia in Gallia instaurandi regni/— Ibid. 
t *Ne perfervidum hoc ingenium omnia misceret atqne everteret** 
— Flor. Betnond, ii. p. 272. 

§ Frecr's Life of Marguerite^ ii. p. 120. 
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which floated between the pope and the Word of God, 
either through weakness or want of light. He saw that 
as the limit between the two churches was not yet clearly 
traced, some of those who belonged to Rome were linger- 
ing beneath the fresh and verdant shades of the Gospel, 
while others who ought to belong to Uic Reformation 
still wandered beneath the gothic arches of Romish ca- 
thedrals and prostrated themselves at the foot of Romish 
altars. This state of things — ^possibly approved of by 
many — Calvin thought dangerous, and his principled going 
fiirther, he undertook ' to rebuke freely (as he says) those 
who yoked with unbelievers, keeping them company in 
outward idolatry.' ♦ 



CHAPTER IV. 

▲ BBAMATIC BBPBBSEKTATION AT THE COUBT OF KATABBB. 

(Winter or 1588—34.) 

Hbnby and Margaret having quitted N^rac for Pan, 
where they intended passing the winter, had reached 
those picturesque heights, separated by a ravine, on which 
the city stands, and had entered the castle. The queen 
bad found pleasure in adorning it with the most magni- 
ficent gardens then known in Europe, and liked to walk 
in them, conversing with Cardinal de Foix, the Bishop of 
Tarbes, and many other distinguished persons who ad- 

* * Redargner librement ceuz qui e^accouplant aveo les inBdelet , 
lextt teoaient eompagnie en idolatrie ezterne.' — Calrin, Comm. in 2 
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mired ber wit and grace. And yet these eccIesiastieB 
often cansed her ^ much vexation.' Surrounded by per- 
sons who made a regular report to Francis I., watched by 
the king her husband and the dignitaries of the Church 
who were at her court, this pious but weak woman bent 
under the weight. She began the day by attending morn- 
ing service in the catholic church of the parish ; then in 
the afternoon she privately collected in her chamber the 
evangelical members of her court, and the little band of 
exiles, with a few men and women of the people who, 
coming forward awkwardly, took their seats timidly on 
the handsome furniture of the queen. Roussel, Lef ^vre, 
or some other minister, delivered an exhortation, and the 
little assembly separated, feeling that God had really 
been present in the midst of them.* 

One day some of these humble believers desired to par- 
take of the Lord's Supper. The queen was embarrassed : 
she did not dare celebrate it in the church, nor even in 
her own room, lest one of the cardinals should enter sud- 
denly. . . .After some reflection Margaret thought she had 
found what was wanted. Under the terrace of the castle 
there was a large hall called the MirU^ a secret under- 
ground place that could be approached without attract- 
ing notice. By the queen's orders her servants privately 
carried a table there, covered it with a white cloth, and 
placed a basin on it containing ^ a few slices of plain bread,' 
and by its side some cups full of wine * instead of chalices.' 
*' Such are their altars !' ironically exclaims the Catholic 
historian. 

On the appointed day, the believers, silent and agitated, 
came and took their places not without fear of being dis- 
covered. The queen, forgetting the pomps of the Louvre, 
sat among them as a simple Christian. Roussel appeared, 
but not in sacerdotal costume, and stood in front of the 
table. * Those who believe that there is nothing but an 
empty sign in the Sacrament,' he said, * are not of the 

* Flor. B^ond, Hiat, Here*, lib. vii. oap. ilL 
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school of Mtb.** < He tookoommon bread,' says the indig* 
nant catholic narrator, ^and not little round w^era 
stamped with images.'-^' Remember,' continued Koussel 
with a grave Toioe, * that Christ suffered and died for us.' 
He then handed round the cup * without making the sign 
of the cross !' The worshif^rs, deeply mo^ed, bore a 
heavenly expression on their £ice8, and felt the presence 
of the Lord: ^The same Christ dwelt in the minister 
and in the people.' No spy nor cardinal appeared, and 
the communicants, after presetting an offering for the 
poor, withdrew in peace.f 

Notwithstanding its secresy, this oelebratdon was talked 
about in the castle. The King of NaTan*e was quite aik- 
noyed at it. A thoughtless, changeable, and ever violent 
man, and liable to occasional worldly relapses, he began 
to grow impatient at his. wife's, piety, and especially at 
ihe ^ feastiligs in the cellar.' He was habitually in a bad 
humor, and found fault with all that Margaret did. . 
* One day as he returned to the castle from a huQtii^g 
party, he asked where the queen was. He was told that 
a minister was preaching in her chamber. At these 
words the king's face flushed. A faithful servant ran to 
warn the queen : ministers and hearers escaped by a back 
way, and they had hardly left the room, when Henry en- 
tered abniptly. He stopped, looked round him, and 
seeing only the queen, agitated and trembling, he fstruck 
her in the face, saying : ^Madame, you desire to know too 
much.' He then left her indignant and confounded. This 
affront offered to the dignity of the royal family of France 
did not pass unnoticed: Francis 'scplded Henry d'Albret 
soundly,' says Brant6me.J 

Margaret, eager to win over her husband and to be 

• UB, do la Biblioth. imp^r., No. 7021, fol. 146. Sclimide, 
Roussclf p. 151. 

t Flor. Rcmond, Hist. Hercs, lib. viii. cap. xii. 

X Bran tome, MSmoires, De CoBte, Reinei iUut(re9, HatUiieii, 
HiiL de Framoii J. 
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agreeable to her court, resolved to have a representation 
of some biblical dramas. Possibly she might by thifl 
means reach those who would not come to the sermons. 
She took for her subject The Birth of the Saviour^ and 
having completed her poem distributed the parts among 
certain noble maidens. These biblical representations, 
wMch displeased Calviu, because of their theatrical form, 
and the Romish clergy because of their evangelical truths, 
charmed the middle party, and as they belong to the reli- 
^ous history of the epoch, we cannot pass them by unno- 
ticed. Margaret fitted up the great hall qf the castle as 
a theatre. The scenery was prepared, and shortly after 
Christmas placards announced the representation of * The 
Nativity of Jesus Christ.'* 

When the day came the hall was crowded. In the 
front rank of the amphitheatre sat the king and queen, 
the latter wearing a plain dress trimmed with marten's 
for and a Beamese hood. Near them were the Cardinals 
De Grammont and De Foix with other members of the 
clergy. Around the royal pair were MargaretV insepar- 
able maids of honor — ^Mademoiselle de St. Father, the 
usual distributor of her alms. Mademoiselle de la Bate- 
nage, Blanche de Tournon, Frangoise de Clermont, Ma- 
danie d'Avangour, the greatest 'eaves-dropper' of the 
court, the chancellor, chamberlains, and almoners. Her 
ten stewards, her esquires and thirty-eight maids, her 
seventeen secretaries, and her twenty valets-de-chambre 
were most of them present.f The invited strangers occu- 
pied seats according to their rank. A first representation 
has rarely excited more curiosity. 

The first act begins. The scene is placed at Nazareth, 
in the house of a poor carjpenter. A man in the prime of 
life and a young woman are talking together. A procla- 

* This drama, which we have been forced to abridge, will be found 
in the Margueritet de la Marguerite, torn. i. pp. 148-206. 
t Margucriu d'AngouUnu, par le oomte de hk Ferri^-Feir^j, 

pp. 9. 13 ; .,, 
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mation has just been published in the market-place order- 
ing every one to go to the city of their family to be 
registered. But these poor people belong to Bethlehem, 
and Bethlehem is a long way irom Nazareth. The woman 
is soon to become a mother, and the man is uneasy about 
the consequences of the journey. The young Israelitish 
woman, whose calm meek features indicate the serenity 
of a pious soul, says to him : 

. . .Us no dunger shall come nigh, 
For He whose power overshadowed me. 
Holds in his hftnd both fruit and tree.* 

The scene changes, and we are at Bethlehem. It is 
quite dark, but a few lights are visible through the win- 
dows of the houses. The same man and woman — ^they 
are Joseph and Mary — ^have just arrived from Nazareth 
after a &tiguing journey. Joseph, still anxious, begins : 

It is late and already night. . . 
Let us approach the nearest light. 

He knocks at the door, and asks to be admitted. The 
owner of the house looks contemptuously on them and 
says that he lodges none but rich people. Joseph goes a 
little £irther on and knocks at another door : 

"Will you please lodge my wife and me f 
For the poor woman, as you see, 
Is near her time. 

This man looks as contemptuously upon them as the 
other, and answers that he takes in none but noblemen. 
Joseph, still undiscouraged, points out a third man to his 
wife and says : 

Here is a man with pleasant look. 
He speaks to him, but the man is a hon vivanty and is an- 

* In translating the extracts for this poem, no attempt has been 
made to gi^e a polish to the verses, which was not found in the 
originaL 
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noyed by the care-worn a]>pearance of the travelers. 'I 
like,' he says, 

■ Danees, sports, women, good-oheer, . . . 
No kill-joys are wanted here. 
Pass on, my friends ; 

Joseph, with a deep sigh : 

Onward then, and God will tell 
Where he pleases we should dwell. 

Bnt wearied by the journey, and uneasy about her con- 
dition, Mary begins to change countenance : 

Woe^s me, I feci the hour draw near 
For the long-looked-for fruit t'appear. 

At these words, the startled Joseph looks round him, and 
discovering at last a poor stable which the wind pene- 
trates on every side, he presses Mary to enter it: 

I will take care 
To shelter you from every hurtful air. 

He settles the young woman as comfortably as he can in 
the rude shed, and prepares to go into the town to get 
what she requires. 

MARY. 

Go, go, my friend : I shall not be alone. 
For where God is, there also is my home, 

Mary remaining alone offers up a touching prayer to her 
heavenly Father ; then, yielding to her fatigue, she lies 
down upon the straw and falls asleep. 

The scene changes to heaven. The eyes of the Lord, 
which * look upon the sons of men,' are turned upon the 
earth, and are fixed with kindness on Mary, whose sleep 
is gentle and peaceful. Then as the great moment ap- 
proaches. He orders the angels to leave heaven and an- 
nounce to mankind the news of a great joy. He gives 
each of them a message ; some are to go io Mary, others 
to Simeon. The humblest of them says : 
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.... And I, Lord ... 
I will go Bee the least of all, 

And tell him how great be has become 
Since the great one has become small. 

Hymns of praise immediately resound through heaven : 

Gloiy to Thee, Almighty Lord ! 

And the angels depart upon their mission. 

The scene changes, and we are once more in the stable 
at Bethlehem. Mary awakes and is still alone. Her heart 
is a^tated by the most astounding thoughts : the mystery 
of God which she discerns surprises and confounds her. 

Strange! a virgin yet a mother 

Of a son aboTe all other, 

Very God and very man ! 
Emanuel I of the Father dearest Son .... 
May my hands be joined With thine ? 
May thy lips be touched by mine ? 

At this moment the angels sent by God arrive : they enter 
the wretched stable, filling it with their glory, and each 
salutes the poor virgin of Nazareth in his own fosfaion. 
One of them says : 

All hail, happy dame, 
Mother of the Son thou loVst so dearly I 

Another, whose character appears to be humility, address- 
es the new-bom child : 

Little child, pray spare me not .... 
Though I*m small I shall delight 
To wait upon you day and nighty 
To wash you or to warm your bed*. , . ." 

At this point Joseph returas with the provisions he has 
bought ; he is distressed at his inability to receive be- 

* Petit en&at, ne venilles epai^ier 
Moi tres-petit. . . .car, soit pour tous baigner, 
Ou pour chauffer vos draps en votre Ht, 
A Tous servir je prendrai grand delit {dSlice,) 
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comingly this child of heaven, but resolving to give all 
that he has, he advances towards tb^ stable. On a sudden 

he stops in surprise he looks a divine light fills 

the hiimble shed, and shines all around. 

What a strange glieam 

There comes from within I 
Tm like a man in a maze: 

I am quite snre 

I never before 
Satr Bach a glorious blaze. 

He Stops at the threshold and looks .in. The angels have 
disappeared^ and he says: 

Mary, I see, 
Has not lost her glee, 
* Her face with joy runs o'er. , . . 

But why does she stare. 
This virgin dear. 
So constantly on the floor ? 

Joseph looks more carefully, as he stands motionless at 
the door, and discoveris Jesus who has just been born : 

YesI 't is the child I 

The honest carpenter does not know what to do; he 
dares not approach, and yet he cannot remain apart; a 
struggle takes place in his soul. 

Here wUl I stay. . . . 
No I X must go in. 

At last Joseph comes forward : he looks at the child, and 
kneeling humbly before him, worships and kisses him. 

With this kiss I would cool 

li/fy heart with charity bwning. 
What a charming child, 
So handsome and mild, 

And that^s the truth, I assure you. 

Mary is uneasy: she looks at the child, so weak and 
tender, and is distressed at having nothing to wrap him in. 

For the night is oold. 
2* 
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JOSEPH. 

I dMiU light tiiu toper. 
He then lights the lamp. 

Where shall we put him ? In the monger here .... 
No better pUee in all the inn. 

This was the end of the first act. The spectators ex- 
pressed the interest they felt in the drama, at once so 
serious and so holy ; and even the cardinals De Gram- 
mont and De Foix found nothing in it contrary to the doc- 
trines of the Church. As that was a time when people 
were very fond of diversion, joke and jest followed. 
Several comic characters appeared in the interlude, espe- 
cially a poor monk, who was the soul of the £strce.* This 
was not Margaret's composition : even the catholics did 
not charge her with it The jesters retired at last, and 
the drama proceeded. 

The scene represented the fields round Bethlehem, 
where shepherds and shepherdesses were keeping their 
flocks during the watches of the night. One shepherd 
worn out with labor, another with ^ hunting the wolf^' had 
fallen asleep ; some shepherdesses followed their example ; 
but one shepherd and one shepherdess were awake and 
communicating their thoughts to each other. 

THIRD SHEPHERD. 

A something keepa me wide awake ; 
My usual sleep I eannot take. 
It is not my flock, I*m sore, 
For the fold is quite secure ; 
In my heart a joy I feel 

And I seem good news to hear. • . . 
Meanwhile I shall turn my eyes 
To the stor-bespangled skies. 

He contemplates the firmament. 

FIRST 8HKPBIRDXS8. 

What seest thou, brother, when thine eye 
' Thou tum'st admiring to the sky ? 

* ' Qni pro pritf .o esset.'— Flor. Bemond, HuL ffere$, TiL esp. iiL 
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THIKD SHBfHSBD. 

I admire the great Creator 

Who hath made all things, and we 

Are hie temple . . . 

FIBST 8HEPHEBDISS. 

Tell me, shepherd, what He promised 
To the patriarchs who waited 
Patiently for ages ? . . • 

THIRD SHEPHERD. 

He has promised the Messiah, 
His true Son, through whom alone 
Life to US has been restored. 
And salvation. 

FIRST SHEFHERDESS. 

Wonld to God the hour was nigh I 

TfilRD SHEPHERD. 

Come, Lord, and no longer tarry I 

Suddenly a bright light shines over the fields of Bethle- 
hem, and a heavenly voice says : 

Shepherds, awake, arise ! 

Behold the happy day, 
When God by works for ever new 

Shall his great love display. 

The sleeping shepherds and shepherdesses awake; they 
look about them and perceive the angels surrounded with 
a heavenly glory. 

FIRST SHEPHERD. 

Heavens I what means this -brightness here f 
I am almost numbed with fear. 

SECOND SHEPHERDESS. 

By this clear and glorious light 
My weak eyes are dazzled quite. 

FIRST ANOEL. 

Gentle shepherds, do not fear, 
I am come your hearts to oheer» 
With glad Hdb 
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For to yon upon Mb mom 
The SftTionr Jetn* Christ it born. 
As 'twas, writ ; and this the sign 
How to know the child divine ; 
Wrapped in swaddling bands, the Son 
Has a manger for a throne . . . 
The Jesns whom the Lord has sent 
To fulfil his oovenant. 

All the angels then sing the hymn of praise : 

Qlory be to God most high. 

SECOND SHEPH£BI>. 

Let us haste and feast oar eyes 
Where the hope of mortals lies. 

THIRD 8HSPHEBD. 

In a hat so mean and poor, 
If we cannot pass the door, 
We oan throagh some ereyiee spy* 
Where our Lord and King doth lie. 

The shepherds and shepherdesses converse as they go on 
the reception they will give to the Messiah, with a sim- 
plicity that may appear excessive, but which is not devoid 
of grace and genaineness. 

FIRST SHEPHERD AND SHEPHERDESS. 

Let as from oar plenty bear 
Presents to their scanty fare. 

THIRD SHEPHERD. 

Here^s a cheese I'll take with me 
In this basket 

SECOND SHEPHERD. 

And you see, 
This great bow) of milk I'll cany, 
And I hope *t will please sweet Mary. 

FIRST SHEPHERD. 

I shall give Uus cage and bird, 
* H y aura qnelqne fento on «ievMW« 
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BBOOKD SBBPKmi. 

I this fbggot, fer, my word ! 
The weather 's cold. 

THIBD 8H1SPHEBD. 

This rade toy, 
This ruBtio flute will pleaae the hoy. 

nBST 8HEPHERDXS8. 

I will kiss his yeiy cheek . . . 

Kay ! *t is honor sure enough 
But to kiss him in the foot.* 

Shepherds and shepherdesses all leave the fields andhony 
to Bethlehem. 

The scene again changes to this town, where the shep- 
herds and shepherdesses arrive and look for the place 
where the child lies. 

SECOND SHEPHERD. 

In this house with paint so gay, 
The holy ehild would never stay. 

THIBD 8BEPHKBD. 

Nor in this palace would he rest, 
But rather in some humbler nest. 

viBST SHEPHERDESS, Starching care/ulh^ 

There^s a place in this rade rock ; 
Can it be the honored spot ? 

Shepherds and shepherdesses draw near, and looking 
through the cracks in the wall of the poor stable, discover 
Hary and Jesus. The second shepherd exclaims with 
rapture : 

Theie*8 the child . . . and there^s the mother . • • 

mniD. SHEPHERDESS. 

See how mild 
Hangs on his mother^s breast the child. 

* C*«tt MM! an taloH. 
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Call yon nuu to ope the door • . . 
(te Jnevh) HoU i master • • 



What meaiia that noise without f 



The tme frnit of hearen we seek. 

MABT. 

If God hith this great iket revealed. 
By ns it most not be eoncealed ; 
For to believers we the Christ most show ; 
Open the door . . . 

JOSEPH, opening the door» 
You ean eome in. 

The shepherds and shepherdesses approach Vespectfully, 
and ptiny as the child appears, they recognize in him the 
height of the eternal Majesty, and worship him : 

THIBD SHEPHERD. 

. . . Thou art the promised seed 
To Adam after his misdeed. 
Abraham and David on this relied, 
And both alike were justified. 

SECOND SHEPHERD. 

The eye beholds a weak and powerless ehild ; 
But fidth which comes of knowledge bids us bow 
In honor and in adoration at lus feet, 
As the true God. 

After the adoration of the shepherds, the shepherdesses, 
a little curious, surround Mary and enter into conversa- 
tion with her. 

THIRD SHEPHERDESS. 

How is 't no costly robes he owns : 
Silver and gold and precious stones f 

HART. 

Simplicity he liketh beat, 

Kor will he in shoioe elotbes be dressed. 
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The first streaks of dawn begin to appear. 

SECOND SBXPHKBD. 

^ The day is near ... I must begone. 

FIBST SHEPHERDESS, approaching Mary. 

May I just give his little toe 
One single kise before I go.* 

THIRD SHEPHERD. 

Onr hands have touched, oar eyes hare seen, 
The Lamb who takes away our sin. 

The shepherds and shepherdesses then present their hum- 
ble offerings. 

FIRST SHIPHXRD. 

Serving thee well live and die, 
For without thee life is naught. 

The second act being finished, a new interlude was in- 
troduced to make the spectators merry. The jesters re- 
appeared and recited several rondeaux, always containing 
some piquant and unexpected joke, which called forth the 
laughter of the audience. The burden of the virelais 
(poems composed of very short lines, and with two 
rhymes) usually turned on some monk, which greatly 
diverted the spectators. The cardinals and the catholics 
who took pleasure in the drama were annoyed by the 
Batires.f 

The third act began. Satan, who was making the tour 
of the world, arrived over the fields of Bethlehem, 
whither the shepherds had returned, and absorbed in his 
own thoughts, said to himself: 

I have reigned until this hour 
And subdued earth to my power ; 
With God above have warred uneeasi&g, 
And my triumphs are increasing. 

* Madame, au moins, son petit bout d'orteil 
Pour le Daiser. 

t Flor. Rirnond, HiiLHtru. ru. oap. iii 
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The Bhepherdostesi to wiiom he was inTinble, expressed 
their joj in hymns : 

ShephcideMes, maideiis ilibv 

Ligtea to tliie song we sing i 

Tidings of great joy we bring, 
That take away all mortal care. 

Satan stopped and listened: becoming alarmed, he ex- 
claimed: 

This ia a faymn thatcldUs ray blood . . . 
What tidiDgs have they heard ? 

The shepherdesses, still unconscious of Satan's presence, 
continue singing : 

Hail } to the Virgin-bom, 

Hail ! to the Lord and Sod, 
Who in this happy mora, 

The yeil of earth pnts on. 
Loud praise to God be given 
Who makes ns heirs of heavcin* 

Satan listening, and still more uneasy : 

To learn this secret, how I've toiled I 
Shall it be hidden from me now ? 

He disguises himself, and approaches the shepherds nnder 
the form of a great lord, and says to them : 

Whence come yon ? 

FIBST SHEPHERD. 

From seeing Christ, the Saviour of mankind, 
By whom in God we are regenerate. 
Will you not go and see him, vdghty lord f 
I'll show the way. 

BATAN. 

Can this be true, or is it all a dream f 

SECOND SHEPHERD. 

Go and see for yourself . . • 

SATAV. 

God from fail throne on high 
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For thia worid does not eare . . . 
I am ito kmg . « . ye^ I . . . 



Come with me and make good cheer « • 
Bnt you must believe no mo* 
That Ood ean eTeratoopso low. 

THIRD SHEfHERD. 

He is my Iktfaer, brother^ all • . • 

I am Ilia from head to foot.* 
God is for me, and no false one 

Shall this beavenly fiuth uproot. 

F^oU and madmen ! are ye gods ? « . • 

FIRST SHEPHERD. 

To the Son we leave the glory 

Of being God. Enough for us 

To be whatsoVr he pleases. 

And to know that He's the great I AM. 

SATAN. 

Can you understand the ScripiwrtB f 

tHTBD SBBPHEBD. 

WUh all humbleness we read them^ 

SATAN. 

Were he your father as yov oall him, 
Would he leave you thus aocnrsed, 
Suffering poverty and want ? 
Blind ones, open wide your eyes I 
Have yon ever known a rich man 
Leave his son, like field untilled ? 

Sons of God« indeed ! whose store 
Are cold and hunger, rags, and all that's' poor. 

SECOND SHEPHERD. 

More we suffer, more our joys redouble ; 

For all your pleasures we*ll not give a double.t 

* Je BoiB k Ini de Tun ^ Vantre bout, 
t Plus nous souffrons, plus nctre joie redouble ; 
De vos plaisirs ne donnons pas un double,^ 

^ The double waa the sixth part of a sou. 
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THIBD 8HSPHEBD. 

In our hearts the Christ doth dir«ll 
Who haa eonquered death and hell. 

At these words Satan becomes confused ; he calls to mind 
his former defeats, and knowing that the Son of God most 
crush him under his feet, exclaims in terror: 

Mnrdered Lamb, who didst expel 
Me and mine from heaven to hell . . • 
Thoa still pnnnest, and no place 
Can hide me from thy angry &oe. 

Then the mysterious voice of God is heard again pro- 
claiming the victory of the new-bom child : 

Satan^s tyrant reign is o'er ; 

By the spotless Lamb *tis ended, 
Who to suffer on the cross 

For us sinners has consented . . . 

» 

At my right the Lamb shall sit . . » 
Angels sing the Lamb exalted 
High o*er all, and Satan quelled. 

Then the angels sing the song of triumph, which ends the 
play: 

Glory be to God on high. 
Who our greatest enemy, 

Satan, hath overthrown. 
Honors to the Lamb express 
By whom all the blessedness 

Of the Father is made knowui. 

The representation was finished and every one retired in 
admiration. The king was grateful for this condescension 
in his wife, and Margaret took advantage of it to induce 
him to listen to a few sermons. ^ From the comedy he 
went to tlbe preaching, which took place in the queen's 
chamber,' says a contemporary historian.* 

All were not equally satisfied with these representa- 
tions. CarvVmals De Grammont and De Foix withdrew 
from the court, while the stricter christians asked if it 

* Flor. Bemond, Hitt. HMs. yU. eap. iii« 
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was lawful to introdace angels and even God himself on 
the stage. If Calvin had gone on from N^rac to Pan, 
and had been present, not far from the cardinals, at this 
mystery-play, he would no doubt have blamed such per- 
formances, which he termed ^ Christianity in dbguise.' 
It is time to follow the reformer. 



CHAPTER V. 

CALYTS AT POmSBS, AT THE BASSBS-TBBLLES, AKD IK 

ST. BEKBDICT's CAVES. 

(Sprino 1584.) 

Calvin meditated leaving the South. He had found a re- 
treat in the hour of danger ; but as the storm seemed to 
blow over, he could go at last from the place where he had 
been hidden, and resume a career that had been so roughly 
interrupted. He was not at ease in AngoulSme. On the 
oife hand the conversion of Du Tillet and some of his 
friends gave rise to rumors among the clergy and people ; 
and on the other certain traditional elements that Margaret 
and some of his hearers at G^rac desired to retain, were 
displeasing to the reformer. Altars, images, holidays dedi- 
cated to Mary and the saints, confessors and confession — 
none of these things appeared to him scriptiu*al, and he 
sighed for the time when he could make the evangelical 
principle prevail in all its integrity. He was in the habit 
of saying : ^ Above all things we must confess our Lord 
fully, without shrinking from anything soever."*^ 

* Lettre* /raneaUet dc OeUvin, L p. 110. 
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Where should he go? >His tihonghta led him first to 
Poitiers, whence he proposed to visit Orleans, Paris, and 
then Germany and Switzerland, to study and gain knowl- 
edge by. intercourse with the reformers. In their conver- 
sations at Oerac the Sieur de Torras had often spoken <^ 
Pierre de la Placed who was then studying at Pqitiers. 
Calvin would also meet there with Charles le Sage, regent 
of the university, like himself a native of Noyon. One 
consideration restrained him : Could he leave Du Tillet ? 
* Where you go, I will go,' said the young canon ; .' my 
heart is filled with the faith that animates you.'* The 
idea of enjoying Calvin's society at every moment, and of 
seeing in Switzerland and Crermany the noble-hearted men 
who were reforming the Church, filled him with joy.f 

The two friends departed : Calvin under the name of 
Charles d'EspevUle, and Du Tillet under that of Haut- 
mont, which seems to have been borne by some members 
of his family. They arrived (probably about the end of 
March 1634) in those plains and heaths of Poitou where 
so many great battles had been fought, and where a hum- 
ble combatant was approaching to engage in nobler con- 
testSfc Few provinces in France were so well prepared. 
Abelard, who had lived in these western districts, had 
left behind him some traces of the doubts set forth in his 
celebrated treatise. Sic et Non (Yes and No), J on the 
doctrines of the Church. Here too a writer, unconnected 
with the Keform, had attacked the papomaniay and the 
clergy, who fornaed (it was said) a third part of the popu- 
lation, exasperated the two others by their avarice and 
irregularities. 

Calvin stayed at Poitiers with Messire Fouquet, prior 

* ' Ulias hatiBtis animo Calvini ^^pinionibus.* — ^Flor. Bemond, HisL 
Herts, ii. 

t ' Miro desideiio eoa yidendi iixcensas, qui catholicse ecdesiao bel- 
Inm indixerant' — Ibid. 
t See M. Coiisin*f expellent edition. 



cffAP.T. <;ai;.tin at fouibbs. 45 

of Trois-Moiitiers, a leanied ecclesiastic, ^nd a frieod of 
t^e Da Tillets, who had a house thei^. TLe university 
was flourishing, it possessed learned professors, and had 
a famous library. The desire of understanding — a feel- 
ing springing up everywhere in France — was particularly 
felt here. The prior of Trois-Moutiers conversed with 
his two guests on the public disputations that were going 
on in the university. This excited Calvin's attention: he 
went to the hall, sat down on one of the baches, and 
listened attentively. 'No one, as he looked at this stranger, 
would have supposed that uxider those pale, unattractive 
features was hidden one of the heroes who chaoge the 
face of the world in the name of truth alone. Beneath 
much quibbling and idle trash the young doctor coidd see 
flashes of light here and there. After the disputation, he 
called upon those combatants from, whom he had heard 
the language of Christianity ; he stated his own ideas, and 
ere long the beauty of his genius and the frankness of his 
language won them over. Calvin and these generous men 
became fnends and visited each other ; at length, says. an 
historian, *• they began to take walks together without the 
city,' * and as they walked along the banks of the little 
river Clain, or rambled over the fields, the young doctor 
spoke to them openly of Christ and of eternity. 

They did not trouble themselves, indeed, with.scholas* 
tic theology atid metaphysical formulas : Calvin aimed at 
the conquest of their souls. Ho ^required, in Qvery one 
the formation of a new man, and cared about liothing 
else. In the midst of the disheartening weaknesses and 
immense necessities of fallen humanity, a great spiritual 
restoration must be carried out ; the hour had come, and 
to accomplish the work it needed special men invested 
with power from on high. Calvin was one of these strong 
men, whom God has sent to the aid of human decay. At 
the moment of the awakening, afler the slumber of the 
'" ■ " ... • , . i> . 

* YarillM, Hist, des Riv, rel.y ii. p. 473. 
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Middle Ages, iRe faesrenly Father bestowed new creative 
forces on mankind. The Gospel, then restored to the 
world, possessed a beautj which attracted men's souls, 
and an anthoiitj which wrought in them an absolute obe- 
dience: these are the two regenerating elements. All 
over Europe prophets arose among the people, but they 
did not prophesj at their own impulse. Above them was 
the sovereign, finee, living, supernatural God who worked 
in them with supreme power. 

Calvin was about to begin at Poitiers a work of re- 
generation. Indeed no long tune elapsed before numerous 
hearers crowded round him. Some were offended b j his 
words ; and there were some who, looking only for dis- 
putations and sophistry, tormented the young doctor with 
their accustomed insolence; whUe others opposed the 
heretic *with dilemmas and cunning catches.' Others, 
again, who thought themselves masters of the world, 
turned their backs on him, * as if he were an ordinary 
mountebank.' Calvin, surprised at such resistance, ^in- 
stead of entangling himself in useless disputes,' seriously 
thrust aside these frivolous subtleties, and ^put forward 
what is true.'* 

But if the doctrine he announced met with enemies, 
it also met with fiiends. The word of Gk>d perpetually 
separates light from darkness in the spiritual world, as 
it did at the time of the creation of heaven and earth. 
Generous men gathered eagerly round the young and 
powerful doctor. These were Albert Babinot, jurist, poet, 
and law-reader; Anthony Veron, procureur to the lower 
. court; Anthony de la Dugie, doctor-regent; Jean Boisseau 
de la Borderie, advocate; Jean Vemou of Poitiers, the 
Sieur de St. Vertumien, and Charles le Sage, doctor- 
regent, a man of great esteem, who possessed the entire 

* 'Riotes et cavillalions . . . arguments eomns.et snrpriseB sab- 
tiles . . . comme s'il etait un baillenr de sornettes ordinairea ... an 
lieu de a^entortiller dans dcs contestations snperflaes . . . il mettait en 
avant «e qui est ferme.* 
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confidence (^Madame, the king^s mother.* One of these 
distinguished men especially won Calyin's heart: it was 
Pierre de la Place, a native of Angoul^me, a friend of Da 
Tillet, afterwards president of the Court of Aids, and one 
of the St. Bartholomew martyrs. But Le Sage, another 
of these eminent men, kept himself rather aloof; he was 
from Noyon, and was not very anxious to put himself in 
the train of the son of the old episcopal secretary; moreo* 
ver, he believed sincerely in the miracle of transubstan- 
tiation. 

This group of distinguished men, which now gathered 
round Calvin at Poitiers, as formerly at Angouldme, fixed 
the attention of those who had any intercourse with him. 
Calvin's attractive power, which is somewhat doubted in 
the present day, struck even his enemies. ' Ejiowledge 
as well as virtue,^ says one of them on this occasion, ^soon 
wins love, and eminent minds, whether for good or evil, 
require little time to become known. Calvin, having re- 
tired to Poitiers, soon met with good store of Mends.'! 
He met them at the university, went to see them at their 
bouses, courted their society, and spoke freely of the 
knowledge of God. J On many points they thought from 
the very first like him. When he complained *that they 
worshiped stocks and stones, prayed to the dead, trusted 
in vain things, and desired to serve God by idle ceremo- 
nies,'§ everybody agreed with him, even Le Sage. But 
the young doctor went still farther. Doubtless he con- 
demned ' a rugged austerity ; he recommended people to 
be loving (aimables) and kind to their neighbors.'! But 
at the same time, he was true, even at the risk of displeas- 

* ' Magnse ezistimatioiiie yir, prseaertim apud regiB matrem.* — ^Flor 
Ilemond, Hist. Hiris. ii. p. 251. 

t Flor. R6mond, Hist, des Herisies (4d. fr.), p. 890. 

t P. de Famace, Brief Reaicil de la Vie de Messire P. de la Place^ 
p. 11 sqq. Bf^le*8 Diet, Hist, sab voce * De la Plaee.* 

4 Calvio, Leltres Francoises^ i. pp. 70 — 71 

y Calvin on James, iv. 17. 
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ing. Being present one daj wbeti some sbtcere catholies 
were defending the doctrine of tranaubstantiation, Calvin 
unhesitatingly declared, that we tnust receive Christ, ev^i 
his body and blood, by fiiith^ by the spirit which gives 
life, and not by a sensual eating with the mouth. Le Sage 
exclaimed, quite shocked, that this was the opinion of the 
heretic WicklifSs, and even La Place .^stopped short in 
alarm^ at seeing so great a fallingjoff from:tibe religixm in 
which he had been strictly bred.'* . Calvin was cat to the 
heart. 

But if he lost some friends, he gato^d othei^s. The 
chief mag^trate of Poitierti , LieutenaQt^genecal Pierre 
Begnier de la Planche, desired to see him, and iavjite^ 
him to dine with De la Dugie, Babinot, Yeron, Vemoa, 
and other acquaintances. . Calvin accepted the inyitatioa, 
which caused some astonishment. ^ lias innovator^' said 
the catholics, ^desires to court the magistrates^ in ordw 
that they may give him importance by their condeBc^Qr 
sion.' Calvin never made any such calculations, but hje 
was ^burning with great zeal to extend the glory of the 
Lord on every side.' He was received with respect, iui^ 
took his seat at the table; during dinner the ponversatioit 
turned^ it would seem, on mere common-places. As sooiqi 
as the. meal was over, the company rose and went iatp 
the garden. It was in this place, kopwn as the jSass^ 
2^7Z6», tliat the Sieur de la Pknche often received, his 
friends. That magistrate, Calvin, Babinpt, and the oth^r 
guests conversed as they walked, and the master of the 
house, turning the conversation on Luther and Zwingle, 
blamed the I'eformers, and especially their opinions on tlte 
mass. * This was a- frequent topic of convereation,' says 
ft writer of the sixteenth century, *not <mly among the 
learned, but among the common people, and was even 
talked of at table." Calvin, who was well informed and 
prepared, entered upon the subject and explained the chief 

* P. de Famaoe, Brief Recueil^ p. 11 aqq. 
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points. 'Luther saw the truth,' he said, '1:^ut he is like 
those who are walking through a long and winding road; 
they perceive afar the dim glimmer of a lamp, by means 
of which they can grope their way along the path they 
must follow. Zwingle approached the light, but like tho^e 
who xush too hastily good, he went beyond it.'* Then 
wishing them to understand what t|iere was in the Lord's 
Supper, he stated more in detj^iil the idea of the presence 
of CJirist, ^ real one no doubt, but to be received by faith 
and not by the mouth: \hus taking a middle position be- 
tween Zwingle and Luther. These discourses^ ,l^?ing sis 
clear as they were forcible, convinced the lieutenant-gen- 
eral and the friends he had assembled. Calvin was re- 
quested to commit them to writing, \vhich he did, adds the 
historian, with an eloquence that brought him new dis- 
ciples. Regnier de la Planche was gained to protestant- 
isni, and his son jLouis subsequently took part in the 
struggles against the Guises. It was he whom Catherine 
de Medici pei-fidiously interrpgated one day in her closet, 
whilst the Cardinal of Lorraine was hidden behind the 
tapestry. 

Henceforth the ffarden of the Basses-Treilles became a 
£ivorite resort with Calvin: he was accustomed to go 
there freely and openly. There, like Spcrates in the gar- 
den of Academe, the young Christian Plato and his friends 
souzht for truth.t The truth which the Reformation was 
then restoring to the world, was, of quite a different order, 
and of far greater power than that of the Greek philos- 
ophers. Wherever its voice was heard, the idea of a cler- 
ical priesthood disappeared, the prerogatives of monastic 
life vanished, and ,a personal, individjual, living Christia- 
nity took their place. The dJiVine revelg^tions were given 
to laymen in their mother-tongue, and tUo sacraments^ 
stripped of their pretended magical virtues, exercised a 

* FloF. B^mond, j^M^ Hiris, Tii.. oftp^zi. Bemond exaggerates 
Galvia*8 opinion about Lutber and Zvingle. 
t ' Inter sylvas Aoademi quserere veram.' — ^IJora^e,, 
VOL. III. — 3 



n 



50 THB BEFOBlfATIOK' IN BUBOPE. BOOK IT. 

spiritnal iDfluence over the heart. Such were the prin- 
ciples professed hy Calvin in the garden of the lieutenant- 
general. As he walked up and down beneath the pleas- 
ant shade, he spoke to his friend of the heavenly Father, 
of his only Son, of grace, and of eternal life. His disciples, 
as they listened, imagined that all things were about to 
become new, and said to one another that now at last a 
barren formalism in the church would give way to a living 
power — a breath from heaven. The catholics of Poitiers 
were distressed. ' As our first parents,' they said, * were 
enchanted in a garden, so it was in the lieutenant-gen- 
eral's garden of the Basses-Treilles that this handful of 
men were cajoled and duped by Calvin, who easily made a 
breach in the souls of those who listened to him.' This is 
a remarkable confession. 

One day a meeting was held there at which Calvin and 
his friends consulted about what France needed- most. 
The answer was easy: the Gospel. But France, alas! 
rejected it. They did not confine themselves to this topic, 
and Calvin was anxious to substitute in the church the 
spirit for the form, life and reality for ritual observances. 
He acquitted himself worthily of his task, and taking up 
the principal point explained specially his spiritual doc- 
trine on the Saviour's presence. * This,' says the catholic 
historian, ' was the first Calvinist council held in France.'* 
The word * council' is too ambitious, but it was a meeting 
that bore fruit. The living faith which inspired the young 
doctor gained over a few rebellious spirits. De la Place, 
who raised numerous objections at first, but who was a 
man of common sense and 'good conscience,' thought that 
he might possibly be mistaken. 'The seed fallen into his 
heart began to grow, and it put forth fruit in the season 
God had ordained.' f 

* ' In horto illo primum oalvinistienm celebratam fait ooneilinm 
ii^ Gallia.'— Flor Remond, Hist. HerSs. ii. p. 252. 

i De Famace, Vie de la Place, p. 11. 
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The a^tatiott which Calvin excited in Poitiers, the ad- 
miration of some, the uneasiness of others, grew stronger 
every day. The friends of the Gospel began to run some 
risk by meeting together. If certain fanatics should make 
themselves masters of the populace, the garden of the 
Basses-Treilles might be attacked, and the police, under 
color of restoring order, might even go so far as to arrest 
the stranger. There were often false alarms. Calvin's 
friends determined to look for some solitary place where 
they might assemble in peace. One of them having pointed 
out a wUdemess in the adjacent country — a number of 
deep and isolated caverns which would shelter them from 
all investigations, — 'they determined to go thither in little 
bands, and by different roads. 

The next day the project was put in execution. Calvin 
set out with two or three others ; they traversed the pretty 
suburb of St. Benedict, took a picturesque footpath, and 
after about an hour's walking, arrived at a wild-looking 
spot in front of the ruins of a Roman aqueduct. Beneath 
them flowed the tranquil waters of the Clain: thickly 
wooded rocks, containing caverns of various depths, raised 
their imposing masses above the stream. Calvin was 
charmed with the solitude. Gradually others arrived, and 
the assembly was soon complete. Calvin and his friends 
entei*ed one of the largest of these caves. They were 
usufkUy known as the caves of St. Benedict or the Crou- 
telles, but this one was called, and has ever since borne 
the name of Calvin's grotto.* 

The reformer took his stand on the highest ground; 
his disciples gathered round him, some of them leaning 
against the rock ; f and in the midst of a solemn silence 



* Lft grotte de Calvin. See Orottet, Chronique prote*tante, p. 105 ; 
and A. LieTre, Hist, du Protestantisme du Poitouy i. p. 23. 

t*In looia secretis frec^nenter eonvenerunt.* — ^Flor. B^mond, HisC, 
Hiris. ii p. 263. Esmond declares that he had spared no pains to 
traoe out all Galymli career in France. * In conqnirendis variis quss 
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be began to teftoh them, espomidiiig what irai graadest 
of all — ^preaching Christ to them. This was atopioto 
which be was coiutantly reverting. ^ Better be deprived 
of everything :and possess Ohrist,' he said one day. ^li 
the ship is in dangery the sailors throw evarythirig over^ 
board,, that they may reach the port in safety. Do like- 
wise. E&ches, honors, ranh^ outward respect — all should 
be sacrificed: to possess Ohiist. He is our only blessed* 
ness.^ Calvin spoke' with much authority;* he carried 
away hi^ readers, and was himself carried away* On a 
sudden filing his spirituaL weakness, and the need they 
all had of the Holy Ghost, he fell on his knees beneadi 
th6se salitaiT' vaults ; all the Assembly knelt with him, 
and he raised to the throne of God* a prayer isp toudiing 
and. so earnest, that all who heard him fancied' tbei^selves 
transposed to heaven.f 

Th^e pilgrimages to St. Benedict's caves were sckm 
observed; ill-rdi^osed persons might follow the little 
groups on th^irway to the tneeting, and surprise the as- 
sembly. CalvinPs friends resolved to change their place 
of meeting frequently, sometimes going to a village, at 
otheFS to an isolated countrybouse.| The inhabitants of 
the neighborhood would join the little flock, and the 
preacher, would bring forward that christiatt truth which 
enlightens the world and man. When they separated, 
he gave books to every one, 'and even prayers wlitten 
with his. own hand:.' 

Calvin's opposition to the mass gave greater offenoe 
every day, J the caUioUcs charged him with the crime of 
daring to deny that the priest offered Christ him;8elf in 
saorifloe, as an expiatory victim for the sins of the people. 

€0 pertinent documentis, nulli labori peperci.' This has not pre- 
vented hitn itora ooowionally seasoning his nanatilTe with abtbse and 
calumny. 

♦ Flor. K^mond, Hi»t, HSris. vii. cap. xi. 

t 'Prieeeni magna Yehementia et devotione^.^-^Ibid. ii. p. 252. 

t «Per pagoa«titfm et villas.*^IUd. ii. p.>25S. 



SEe lyras mored hj these obserrations, but iH)tsbadceii. 
One jday ^^hen he and bid frieoidS' were agsembled in the 
<)aTeni, he extolled the sacrifioe of the oross. offered onoe^ 
according to Seripture, and then spod&er so foreiblyagaisist 
the mass, l^t it wao not possible, said earnest catholics, 
to hear him ^without shndderimg. It is true that Calvin 
did not spare this Komsh ceremony. He sometimes 
ealled it a ^ mere monJceyhtriok and* burJes<|ae*' ^ I oall it a 
monkey-ti*idk/ he said, ^ b^ause tb^y mo^k the sapper of 
the Lord, just as a mmik&y iixut^ies clumsily whatever 
he sees othersi do.* I: oall it a . burlesque, < because the. non- 
sense and gestures they introduce are better adapted to a 
atage-play than to so iholy a mystery .'.f There were in 
the. cave some who believed sincerely in transubstantia- 
ti<m, and who habitually attended mass with pious senti- 
ments. Calvin's words-^^ltbough they may nut have 
been literally those we have copied — wounded and vexed 
them, and Le 8age, abruptly inten'upting him, exclaimed: 
^ Our Lord, .very God and very man, is really and sub- 
stantially under the appearance of the bread and the 

wine In all ages, wherever men have known Christ, 

the aacrifiee of the mass has been (^red up.' Surpriaed 
at this bold outbreak, Calvin asked himself if he had 
eommitted a crime in setting the Word of God.above the 
traditions of Rome. He kept silence for a few moments, 
and then lifting his hand and putting it on the Bible that 
lay open before him, he exclaimed earnestly : * This is my 
massl'l Then uncovering his head and placing his fur 
cap on the table, he lifted his eyes to heaven, and said 
with emotion : * O Lord, if in the day of judgment Thou 
desirest to punish me because I have deserted the mass, 

* *Qaod sicut simiffi hominum opera perperam, ita hi saoram 
ccdnam imitantur.' — ^Galvini Opusc. lat, p. 123. 

t ' Histrionicam actionem appello quod ineptise gestusque histrionici 
illio visuntup.' — ^Ibid. 

t 'Monstrato Bibliorum codlce, dixisse : Heo est missa mea.'— 
Flor. Remond, Hut. Hirh, ii. p. 261. I 
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I will say to Thee : O God, Thou hast not commaDded 

me to celebrate it. Behold Thy Law Behold Thy 

Holy Scripture.* Thou didst give it us to be our 

guide, and I can £nd no other sacrifice in it than that 
which was accomplished on the altar of the cross.' The 
hearers separated in great excitement, touched with the 
reformer's Mth at once so simple and so strong, and it 
was with new convictions that some of them retraced the 
solitary paths that conducted them to Poitiers. 

From^hat time many persons manifested a desire to re- 
ceive the Supper according to the Lord's institution. 
The various ceremonies, the incense, the choral chants 
satisfied them no longer; they wished to have a simple 
and real communion with the Saviour. A day was there- 
fore appomted, and they assembled in one of the caves 
of St. Benedict.f The minister read the Word of God, 
and called upon the Lord to pour out His Spirit on the 
little flock. He broke the bread and handed round the 
cup ; and then invite4 the worshippers to communicate 
mutually such reflections and experiences as might be use- 
ful to the Mth.| These simple exhortations after the Sup- 
per were continued for some time in the reformed Church. 

* * Eeoe enim hio legem toam/-— Flor. B^mond, Hist, HSrSs, iL 
p. 261. 

t *In loois illiB seeretis prima ealyinistica coBna celebrata fait.' — 
Ibid. p. 268. 

t * Non ipse Boimn ezplioabat, sed aliornm sontentias requirebat*— 
Ibid 
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CHAPTER \X 

GALVnr AND HIS DISCIPLBS BEGIN THB BTANGBUSATION 

OF FRANCE. 

(Sprino 1534.) 

It was necessary to begin the conversion of Srance on 
a larger scale. Might not that country, whose agitations 
have often disturbed Europe, and which never trembles 
but all around it is shaken — ^become, if it received the 
Gospel, a centre of light and a powei-ful means of 
strenghtening the nations in justice and peace? That 
would no doubt have happened, had it become protestant. 
Calvin, by laboring thirty years for Geneva and France, 
labored for the whole Christian world. He made the first 
experiment at Poitiers, and (if we may use the word) be- 
gan that glorious evangelising campaign, which he was 
to direct until the close of his life. 

Not content with evangelising the city, the young and 
zealous doctor visited the castles, abbeys, and villages of 
the neighborhood. In the castle of Couhe, a few leagues 
south of Poitiers, there lived a patriarchial family of great 
influence in Upper Poitou : it was that of Guichard de 
St. George, baron of Couh^, and Anne de Mortemer his 
wife. At their death they lefl four sons, who had early 
learned to keep God^s commandments. Ponthus, abbot 
of a Benedictine convent, was the best known of the four I 
brothers: ^He is a liberal and munificent man,' people 
said, ' a patron of learning and learned man, whom he 
welcomes heartily.' * 

A rumor of the meetings held at Poitiers reached 
Ponthus ; being intimate with some of Calvin's disciples 

• Theodore de Beze, Hist, des EglUes Hf, i. p. 63. 
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and occasionally receiving them at his table, he begged 
them to bring the young doctor, and from that day Calvin 
became one of his guests, according to a tradition pre- 
served in the province.* Although the conversations he 
had with the abbot did not convert him, they made him 
take pleasure in the Gospel, and he soon asked himself 
why this astonishing young man should not preach in the 
Benedictine church ? To address a learned and religious 
community pleased the young doctor's mind. The abbot 
announced to his monks that a Pioard, brought up in the 
university of Paris and the holder of a benefice at NoyKMi, 
would preach in the abbey-churchl. Accordingly Calvin 
went ihto the pulpit and declared that whosoever had a 
firm and lively feith iii the grace of Christ was saved. 
Some of his hearers were startled at a doctrine which 
made the Romish priesthood of no use. ' What a per- 
verse doctrine!^ they said ;* why does the abbot allow 
this Picard to preach it in his church ?'f 

On the other hand the Abbot St. George was delighted 
with the young man's sermons, but hesitated to take the 
decisive step. The Benedictine abbeys were independent, 
powerful, and rich; the monks generally belonged to 
noble families, and sui*passed the other religious orders in 
Intelligence, morality, and extensive familiarity with class- 
ical and christian learning. Ponthus felt a difficulty in 
leaving the quiet life he led in his abbey, or in sacrificing 
his rich benefice, and exposing himself to the vengeance 
of the laws .... He entertained the idea of reconciling the 
Church with the world, according to the system patron- 
ised by Margaret of Navarre. He would remain an ab- 
bot, but he would' be a christian abbot like Roussel, and 
although wearing his friar's dress in the pulpit, he would 
preach the Gospel from it. Ponthus made the experiment, 
and his sesrmons caused a great deal of talk. The aston- 

* Lierre, Hist, des Protestants du Poitou, i. p. 38. 
t ' Hio Calvino in ecolesisB nayi snie perversa dogmata prsedioaro 
p«nnittt.' — GaUia Christiana in loco« See also Lievre, p. 88, 



khed bearers exelaimed : ' Why the abbot ot Valence (it 
was the name of his monastery) is preaehing the riidi- 
ments of heresy.'* Guiohard, St. Georgef's third brother, 
abbot in commendam oi Bonneveati, erelong shared the 
eonvictions of Ponthus, and professed them like him, but 
without giving up his benefice. The murmuring grew 
louder throughout the district. * Look,' said the catholics, 
* the men who are eaught in Calvin's web stttl cling to 
their cloisters and do not forsake the alters. The abbots 
stick to their flesh-pot (marmite)^ and dross themselves 
in catholic robes although they are secret Lutherans. 
They discharge their functions without showing what 
they are.'t 

Ponthus felt ill at ease, his honest squI did not long 
permit him to halt on both sides. He sacrificed a brilliant 
position, dismissed his monks, set some to study and others 
to learn trades; and then, feeling ocmvinced as Luther 
did, that a forced celibacy is a disorder invented by men, 
and that marriage is the order of God, he took a wife. 
The abbot of Valence (says an historian) was the first 
abbot in France who lifted the mask and showed himself 
an open Lutheran. His brothers followed the example 
he had set them. The Sieur de rOrillonidre, son of the 
eldest (the baron of Coub6) was the first of the lamily to 
give hia blood for the protestant cause. Thus did the 
four brothers, full of zeal for the Reformation, prepare 
for themselves and for their children a life <^ suflfering, 
combat, and exile, but also of faith, hope, and peaee.J ^ , 

When Calvin saw this movement of life going on 

♦ Flor. Remond, Hist, HiHs, V\\, p. 919. t Ibid. f 

% This family lias reckoned, even to our own dftys^ men decided fbr 
the Gospel. The intefdew of Armand-Lonis do St. George^ Count of 
Marsay, with Voltaire, in his chateau of Changins, near Geneva, is well 
known. Appointed British resident in that city in 1717 , he acquired the 
rights of citizenship {France ProUstante^ under Saint George). The 
present head of the femily. Count Alexander de St. George, for many 
years president of the Evangelical Society of Geneva, took an activb 
part ia the liberation of the Madiai ftnd in otlicr ehristian worioh 

3* 
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aroimd him, he thought of France. Would she remain 

behind Crermany and Switzerland? No. France will 

awake. . . .she is already waking ; erelong she will receive 
the Grospel id its holy purity, and will increase in morality, 
in light, and in liberty : such were his hopes. But for 
their realization, men were needed who, being regenerate 
themselves, should be fellow-workers with God in this 
new creation. Calvin asked himself whether some of the 
converts of Poitiers were not called to this work? Alas ! 
what a small company for so large a kingdom ! How 
great the weakness of the Gospel compared with the 
magnificence of Rome! ^God acts thus,' he said, ^in 
order to strip us of all pride. And therefore he chooses 
the weak ones of this world to confound the strong. If 
the iron grows red id the fire,' he added, * it is that it may 
be forged.' * He wished to forge it and to make service- 
able instruments out of it. One day being at the usual 
meeting, he said : * Is there any one here willing to go 
and give light to those whom the pope has blinded ? ' f 
Jean Vemou, Philip V6ron, and Albert Babinot stood 
forward. Calvin had not forgotten the Angoumois where 
he possessed beloved friends ; thither and into the adjacent 
provinces he will first send his missionaries and commence 
the evangelization of France : * You, Babinot, will go into 
Guyenne and Languedoc,' he said; ' Philip V6ron,you will 
go into Saintonge and Angoumois ; and you, Jean Vemou, 
will stay at Poitiers and thfe neighborhood.' Calvin and the 
other brethren did not think that these missionaries re- 
quired regular theological studies ; had they not received 
the necessary gifts from God, * neither more nor less than 
if He had given them with His own hand ? ' J But they 
had need to be recommended to the almighty grace of 

* * CalvinuB interim, ferrum slbi in igne esse intelligens.*- — Flor. 
Bemond, Hist, Herh. ii. p. 253. 

t * Ut miscris papistis oculos aperiendi proyinciam fiusceperint.' — 
Ibid. 

X Cftlvin, Harmonic ivttngilique. 
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God. They therefore prayed together, and Calvin called 
upon the Lord to accept the services of these pious men. 
He told them to go and proclaim the Gospel, not in the 
name of any man, but in the name of the Lord, and be- 
cause God commanded it. A collection provided for the 
expenses of this mission, and the evangelists departed. 

Babinot having reached the banks of the Garonne and 
entered Toulouse, resolved to address in the first place 
the young noblemen who were studying there. A learned 
man (he had lectured at Poitiers on the Institutes of Jus- 
tinian), he was fiim, upright, zealous in the faith, and at 
the same time very gentle, so that he was called the Good- 
fellow (Bonhomme.) Many students were brought to the 
light by him. He next began to visit several little flocks 
in the neighborhood, and celebrated the Lord's Supper 
with them after the manner which the man of God (as he 
called Calvin) had taught him.* * He went through the 
country, praying secretly here and there in humble con- 
venticles.' A regent or schoolmaster of Agen, named 
Sarrasin, having permitted him to speak in his school, 
was himself converted to the Gospel, and immediately 
began to teach the Word of God, but not so as to attract 
observation. 

Veron, who was as remarkable for his activity as Ba- 
binot for his gentleness, carried also into every place the 
news of the truth : he spent more than twenty years in 
this occupation.! He walked on foot through Poitou, 
Anjou, Angoumois, Saintonge, and even Guyenne. *I 
desire,' he said, ' to gather up the stray sheep of the 
Lord.' Wherever he went, he invited souls to come to 
the good shepherd, who giveth his life for the sheep ; and 
those who could distinguish the voice of the shepherd 
from that of the wolf, and see the difference between the 
call of God and the inventions of men, answered and 
entered into the fold. And hence he was called the 

* * Manducationem qusB a Tiro illo Dei tradita erat cerebrabat.*-— 
Flor. B4moBd, Hist. ff4r4*. tu. p. 2Q2. t Ibid. lib. vu. cap. zii. 
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Gatherer (tvmasseur), • Of a truth,* said Cayer the priest, 
*this Gatherer marches out and does not leave a comer of 
our province, where he dbeis not go sounding his way, to try 
and make some prize.'* On arriving in any town or village^ 
he inquired for the best disposed persons, entered their 
houses, and sought to instruct them in the truth. He had 
taken with him some of Calvin's manuscripts, and when he 
desired to strengthen his hearers' souls, he would take them 
out of his pocket-book, and show them, saying that they 
were the writings of a great man ; and then, after reading a 
few extracts, he would return them carefully to their place. 
*The gatherer ^^ said fervent Romah.catholics ^ shows these 
papers as a great curiosity, as if they were Sibylline 
verses,' f 

These evangelists especially addressed the young. 
Calvin would not have religious' instruction neglected, or 
subordinated to secular instruction: it should have its 
separate place. He believed that all culture, but espe- 
cially religious teaching, ought to begin with early youth ; 
that the soul then possesses a power of receiving and 
appropiiating what iis set before it, that it never will have 
again ; and that if the seeds of a religious life are not 
sown and do not germinate in the heart of the child, the 
man will perish wholly. He had said to the three evan- 
gelists : * Let your first attention be always to the pro- 
fessors and schoolmasters.' J The zealous catholics ob- 
served this method. ' See ! ' they said, ' as youth is easily 
led astray, they hide the minister under the cloak of the 
magiister (master) .'§ Calvin's friends thus instilled their 
doctrines into the schools of Guyenne. Sarrasin converted 
another schoolmaster named Vendocin, who became so 
firm a Christian, that he preferred to be burnt over a slow 
fire to abjuring Calvinism.] 

The men who devoutly adhered to the formulas of 
Rome were grieved when they saw the young so readily 

* Flor. Rdmond, Hist, HSris. vii. cap. xii. 

t Ibid. cap. xi. :(Ibid. §Ibid. II Ibid., lib. vii. cap. xi. 
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receiving the eyangeHcal doctrine. At Bordeaux and 
l*ouloQse, at Angocd^me and Aden, in the cloisters, in 
the law-courts, aiid even in the market-places, the loudest 
complaints were made. ' These Mercuries (the name they 
gave to Calvin*s missionaries) are doing much mischief 
in the schools,' they said. ^ As soon as the captains of 
the young (i. e. the masters) are conquered, the little sol- 
diers march under their colors. The young heads of 
young folks are more easily disturbed by the heretic 
aconite than the old. lliey rush into danger, without 
examining it; and they are lost before they are aware of 
it. They embrace these new doctrines with such courage 
that many, who have only down on their chins, expose 
themselvefs to voluntaiT- death, and thus lose both soul 
and body.'* 

While Babinot and V&'on were traversing the south, 
John Vemou held firm at Poitiers, and aroused the 
students. The Heformation is fond of learning: it looks 
upon science as the friend of religion. Faith, it says, 
does not require of Christians to know only what is learat 
by faith, or not to know scientifically what they ought to 
learn. It desires that we should know, and know well. 
But on the other hand, it believes that true science can 
not require of the adept to despise the truths that faith 
reveals. It is essential to the progi'ess of humanity that 
there should always be a good understanding between 
faith and science. And accordingly the Reformation calls 
upon them to be united. iTnhappily, disagi'eement is 
possible and even easy. The philosopher and the chris- 
tian fall with great facility into a lamentable onesidedness, 
which makes the former despise religion, and the latter 
science. In order that faith and science should seek each 
other and unite, the moral element should prevail in those 
who are engaged with both. If it is weakened, religion 
easily produces fanatics, and science unbelievers : a moral 

* Flor. lUmoid, Hut. Hiris, lib. vii. cap. zi 
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torpor, the sleep of coDScience is in every age ihe great 
and only explanation of these two lamentable errors. As 
goon as the conscience is awakened, as soon as that holy 
light is kindled in man, there is no longer any fanaticism 
or incredulity. Such were Calvin's thoughts. His dis- 
ciple Veqiou endeavored like himself to unite faith with 
science in the university of Poitiers, and scattered among 
the youth who frequented it (as history tells us) the seeds 
of Chiistian doctrine. ^ 

Calvin's three missionaries, Babinot, Vcron, and Ver- 
non, were soon famous throughout the west of France, 
and the wrath of the clergy of all ranks, and even of 
laymen of note, knew no bounds. The college j)rofessors 
hunted in their Homers for terms of abuse to heap on 
these heralds of God's word. 'These three worthy 
apostles,' they said, 'are the agents of the decrees of the 
ai'ch-hei'etic Calvin and the firebrands of France. . . Look 
at them . . . these are the men that want to refonn the 
world. . . "Wretched Thersites, miserable Irus, Ithacan 
beggars . . . who set themselves up as the equals of Ajax 
and Achilles. . . They were born yesterday, like gourds, 
and yet they trace their genealogy, as if they were des- 
cended from the apostles ! ' Ulysses, as we know, killed 
the beggar L-us with a blow of his fist. These disdainful 
and bitter critics remembered this, and hoj)ed that the 
kings of France would give a death-blow to the Refonn. 
They dealt the blow, but protestantism was not slain. 

When Calvin was subsequently settled at Geneva, Ba- 
binot, Veron, and Veniou paid him a visit. Tlicy were 
delighted to find the Christian professor surrounded with 
respect, and were never tired of listening to him from 
whose lips they had heard at Poitiers the first words of 
life. They did not, however, stay with him. Babinot and 
V^ron returned to the west of France to continue to 
propagate the Gospel there, which they did until their 
death. As for Vemou, he was seized while crossing the 
mountains of Savoy, and was burnt alive at Chambery, 
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confessing Jesus Christ his Saviour.'*' Let us return to 
Poitiers. 

The prior of Trois-Moutiers, with whom Calvin was 
staying, was one of those who> though fond of learning 
and the Gospel, did not wish to break with the Church. 
The conversations at the Basses-Treilles, the ^manduca- 
tions ' in the caves of St. Benedict, the evangelization of 
the city and country ... all made him uneasy. He was 
alaiTued at the thought tl&t the officers might knock at his 
door some day, and that the heretic would be taken in his 
house. He therefore advised Calvin to continue his jom*- 
ney. The reformer had ended his task ; he was now to 
turn his steps elsewhere ; he bade his friends fai'ewell. As 
he left them, he could say like his Master : W/uU will J, 
if the fire be already kindled f Calvin established the date 
of the Reformation at Poitiers, when, writing at a later 
period to the Church which assembled in that city, he 
said : * Do not go astray from the doctrine which you 
have received in part from U8^ since it has pleased God to 
make use of our labor for your salvation.' f Although 
removed, he still continued to be the director of that 
Church. * I know full well that you are spied (guetes) 
by the enemy,' he wrote to them ; ' but let not the fear of 
persecution hinder you from seeking the pastui'es of life . . . 
There is a middle line between temerity and timidity . . . 
Remain tranquilly (coyement) in your hiding-place; but 
beware, my brethren, that you do not shut the door against 
those who desire to come to the kingdom of God.'J 

One thought absorbed him at the time he left Poitiers. 
It was the month of April 1534; on the 10th of July he 
would be twenty-five years old. A regulation of the 
Church, confirmed by the council of Trent, fixed this as 



♦ Crespin, Martyrcl, A. LieTre, Hist, det Protest, du PoUou. 
t Calvin d PEglise de Poitiers, Leitres Francaises, torn. ii. p. 12. 
See aleo Idevre, Hist, dts Prot. du FoitoUy torn. i. p. 88. 
t CftlriD auz fidelee de Ppitiert, Leitres Fraficaises, i. p. 483. 
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tfae age at which those who have received tba tonBnre 
were promoted to the priesthood. In early youth be had 
received the tonsure, that symbol of sacerdotal royalty, 
borrowed (St. Jerome tells us) from the pogan priests of 
Isis and Sei'apis;* and his age no^ eummooed him to 
enter holy orders. He did not want for firiends who 
advised him to remain in the Chui'ch foF its reformation ; 
the chapel of Gesine at Koyon, and the cure of Pont 
r£v6qne awaited him, and many other doora would open 
before him. He was invited to come and put himself in 
due order. But Calvin shrank in alarm from tho idea 
of enrolling himself among the pope's soldiers. ^If I 
make myself the pope's vassal,' he said, 'how can I eon»- 
scientiously fight against the papists ? . . . The sovereign 
majesty of God would be ofiended ! . . . I would sooner 
give up not only one benefice, but a hundred, even of the 
most brilliant.f O cursed wealth of the Church ! There 
is not a single penny of it tliat is not defiled with chcatingy 
saciilege, and robbery I' There was no ecclesiastical 
dignity to which a mind so preeminently administrative 
might not aspire. But Calvin was convinced that to save 
the Church it was necessary to sacrifice Homo. Two paths 
lay before him : one broad and easy, the other nl^rro^v and 
difficult : his choice was not doubtful. * The Go3i>el,' lie 
said, ' is moi*e than all the riches, honor, and ease of tliis 
world ... I am I'cady to give up everything that^ with- 
draws me fi*om it.' 

Calvin left Poitiers, accompanied by his feithful Du 
Tillet, who for two years scarcely ever quitted hirai. The 
young canon was one of those honest but weak natures 
who have absohite need of a support, aod who not k^ow- .- 
ing how to find it in the word of God, seek it ii^ strong men. ' 



* 'Basis capitibas sicut sacerdotiB Isidis atqiie Berapidis.'^— Hieron. 
xiiL in Ezech, cap. xliv. 

t * Optimis et splendidis saeerdotiis, se protinus abdioatk^-^Calidiu 
Ofvae, lat. p. 90. 
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He therefbre attaohed himself to the young reformer, as 
tlie vine to the elm. Alas ! the day was to come, when 
terrified by persecution, and unable to make up his mind 
to break with the Church, be would ding to the papacy 
and tate that for his support. 

A surprising transformation had been effected in Poi- 
tiers, and Calvin left behind him many regi-ets and tears. 
*Oh ! would to God that we had many CalvinsI' wrote 
Charles de Ste. Marthe, one of the professors of the univer- 
sity. ^I am distressed that you have been taken from us; 
I envy the country where you are, and my only conso- 
lation is that our university is now filled with pious and 
learned men. Pray to God that, by the Spirit of Christ, 
we may worthily proclaim the Gospel^ in the midst of our 
enemies and even in the midst of the flames.' * 

Calvin passed through Orleans, went on to Parb, and 
then proceeded to Noyon, where he arrived at the be- 
ginning of May. He immediately informed his relations 
and the bishop that he had come to resign his benefices. 
We may imagine the astonishment of his friends. What I 
let slip the opportunity of doing so much good in the 
Church ! Renounce important offices to join an obscure 
sect ! It seemed the act of a madman ; but nothing could 
bend his unshakeable resolution. 

On Monday, May 4, 1534, in the presence of the grand 
vicar of Monseigneur the bishop and count of Noyon, of 
his chancellor, and of the notaiy of the chapter, Calvin 
resigned the chapel of Gesine in favor of Master Anthony 
" de la Marli^re, and his cure in favor of another eccle- 
siastic of Noyon. It would even appear that he sold his 
patrimonial property at the same time^ 

* liCttre de Ste Marthe k Oalyin, found by Jules Bonnet in the 
library at Golha (MSS. no. 404). 

t Dewnay, Vie de Calvin herisiarquct pp. 48, 49, Levasseur, An- 
ruUes de Noyon, pp. 1161, 1168. Drelincourt, p. 171. We popsess a 
deed by which Calyih sdls to one of the king's mounted sergeants 
bis field of the Tuilerie for the sum of 10 livres toumoia. 
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Having broken the last ties that bound him to the Ro- 
man Church, Calvin began to speak with greater freedom 
to those around him of the Gospel. 

\ He had found in his Other's house two brothers and a 
sister, Anthony, Charles, and Mary : these were the first 
persons he invited to Christ, in affectionate and pious con- 
versations. He then turned to some members of the 
episcopal clergy and other inhabitants of Noyon. He put 
his hand (to use his own expression) on those who were 
running elsewhere, Ho stop them short.' Anthony and 
Mary were the first to answer to him. Charles resisted 
longer ; he received however at that time a seed in his 
heart which germinated afterwards. 

A canon, named Henry de Collemont, some other cler- 
gymen, and a few of the citizens, appear to have lent an 
ear to the pious and eloquent words of their young fellow- 
citizen. However, he was anxious to return to the capital, 
and about the end of May he was in Paris, where fi'esh 
struggles awaited him. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

THB EYANOELIOAL CHBISTIANS OF PARIS IN 1534. 

(SUMHEB 1534.) 

CALvrN" found Paris very different from what he had 
left it, when he had quitted it in such great haste eight 
months before. The times seemed favorable to the Gros- 
pel. The King of England, although remaining catholic 
at heart, had resolved to emancipate himselPfrom the 
dominion of Rome : this event had created a great sensa- 
tion throughout Europe, and men asked whether Francis I. 
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would not imitate ' his ^od brother.' He did not seem 
&r from it. At that time he was miiting with the prot. 
estant princes of Germany, he was restoring one of them 
to his states, and laying before the French dergy articles 
of faith drawn up by the author of the Confession of 
Augsburg, Calvin knew of these strange acts of the I 
monarch, and it was partly this which had induced him - 
to return to Paris, Francis I. was not the only person in 
France who felt new aspirations. There was in all classes 
a leaning towards a reformation. The learned called for 
liberty of thought, and desired to see the reign of the 
monks come to an end. Certain statesmen wished to de- 
liver France from the enslaving influence of Rome, even 
while maintaining its catholicity. William du Bellay, the 
king's most active minister, called Bucer the relbrmer, 
* an excellent professor of the best theology ; ' * and wrote 
to him : ' Everything bids us be hopeful : the king's taste 
for a better learning (that is, for the Holy Scriptures) in- 
creases day by day.' f Bucer himself, who was full of 
hope, communicated it to his friends : * The pope's reign 
is falling very low in France,' he wrote, ' and many people 
long for Jesus Christ.' J The clergy became uneasy, and a 
Franciscan friar complained that 'the heresy of Luther hav- 
ing entered France, had akeady covered so much ground, 
as almost to call itself her mistress, even in Paris.' § 
Noblemen and men of letters, citizens, students, and many 
of the lower classes hailed the Keformation as the com- 
mencement of a new day. ' All who have any sense,' it 

* Melioris theologiiB professor ezimius.' — Strasbnrg MS. (June 20, 
1634.) 

t ' Etiam rex ipse, cujus animus erga meliores litteras in dies magis 
ao magis augetur.' — Ibid. 

t * Pulchre inclinabat regnum Papse in Gallia. Ad Christum 
multi adspirabant.' — Ibid, 

^ * S'y etait fait place d^ji fort large, jusqu^a presque se dire ma!- 
tresse, memement de Paris.* — ^Fontaine, Hist, cath, de noire Temps, 
(Paris) p. 188. 
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was said, ' whatever be their age or sex, wb^n ihey hear 
the trath preached, forsake bigotry.^ 

Suoh were the droumstances under, which Calvin came 
to reside in Paris at the house of' his; friend La Forge, at 
the sign of the Pdican^ in the Rue St. Martin. The.pipua 
tradesman and his wife received him with the.mo^t.oor- 
dial hospitality, and. fearing lest he should again cfxpose a 
life eo precious to the Church, they conjured him npt to 
trust too much to what was saidabouttbe king's dispo- 
sition, and to beware of teaching in public, if he.woiild 
not risk his life.* The flame of per^ecutipu which ap- 
peared extinct, might break out again at any mQ]ment. 

One martyrdom, of which; he was told all the. particu- 
lars, was well calculated to enforce these rules of pru- 
dence. Calvin did not find in Paris that strong aiid de- 
cided christian, Pointet the sm*geon, whomb^ bad pften 
seen at the meeting&f Thib monks, whom thi^ bold man 
had reprimanded so soundly for their immoralities, h^d 
raised a clamor against hun; Leclerc, the priest <Kf St. 
Andr44es-Ai^9 had prosecuted him ; be bad been im- 
prisoned in the Conci^gerie and condemned to be burnt 
after being strangled. This was paying very d^a^ly ifor 
the lessons d morality he had given the friars. Eefpre 
the hour of execution, the gaoler bad taken him into the 
prison chapel, and left him there with a m<«)k before an 
image. The confessor began to exhort bim : ^ E^n^el down 
before the image and ask pardon for your sin^.' Seeing 
that his penitent remained motionless, he seu^ed him by 
the neck to force him upon his knees. But Pointet, who 
was naturally of a ^ violent temper,' thi'U^t the monk back 
roughly, saying : ' Satan, begone, and do not tempt me to 
turn idolater.' The confused and exasperated confessor 
ran hastily out of the chapel, and going to the criminal 
chamber told the president and his two assessors what 

* ' Magnum vitte perieubuQ.'^BezA, Yifyi CalvmL 
t See Vol. n. of this History, bk. ii. chap, xzzii. 
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had passed,' and begged them to come^and bring the man 
to reason. * He is a madman, he is out of his senses,' ex- 
claimed the magistrates, as they accompanied the con- 
fessor. These three individuals, who had just condemned 
Pointet to be strangled, having repeated the invitation 
which the monk had given him, the prisoner, who was 
annoyed by this persecution, treated them as he had treated 
the monk; he called them ^bloodthirsty wretches, -mur- 
derers, robbers, who unjustly and against all reason put 
to death the children of God!' ITie three judges, ex- 
cited and terrified in their tutn, hurried back to the court, 
and there, heated by passion, they increased the severity 
of the sentence, adding that Pointet should have his 
tongue cut out before anything else was done to him. 
Had not that tongue called them murderers? It was 
hoped that he would now show himself more tractable, 
but they were mistaken. The steadfast christian could 
not speak but he refused to make the least sign of recan- 
tation, and to bend his head before an image. The ene- 
mies of tnith (as the chronicle styles them) seeing this, 
had recourse to a fresh aggravation of the sentence: they 
condemned him to be burnt alive, ' which was done as 
cruelly as they could devise.' This death produced a 
deiep impression on the minds of the evangelical chris- 
tians of Parisl* 

Calvin, yielding to the representations of his friends, 
resolved to substitute ' private admonitions ' for preaching 
at the assemblies, and began by visiting the humble chris- 
tians whom he had heard spoken of at La Forge's. 

In the street which lay between the two gates of the 
law courts there was a shoemaker's shop. On entering 
it, no one was seen but a poor hunchback, crippled in all 
his limbs, except the tongue and the arniis. This paralytic 
creature was the shoemaker's son, and by name Bartholo- 
m<$w. *' Alas t ' said his father, Robert Milon, to those 

♦ Crespin, Mariyrol. fol. 107 repBO. 
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who expressed tlieir compassion at the sight, ' Le was not 
always so ; he was quite another person in his youth, en- 
dowed with excellent gifts both of liody and mind.' * In 
fact, Bartholomew was once the handsomest man of the 
parish, very clever, and full of liveliness and imagination. 
Be had abused these gifts ; he had followed his impas- 
sioned disposition, and had launched into life, indulging 
in all the lusts of youth, in foolish amours and other kinds 
of irregularities with which young folks willingly defile 
themselves. Continually carried away by his impetuous 
temper, he equally courted pleasures and quarrels, he 
rushed into the midst of the strife as soon as any discus- 
sion arose, and displayed unparalleled temerity in all his 
disputes. He got up balls and concerts, despised the 
things of God, turned the priests into ridicule, and 
laughed at pious men. Everybody in the quarter talked 
about Berthelot (as he was called) and of his exploits ; 
some with admiration, others with fear. All the young 
men looked up to him as their leader. 

One day, while giddily indulging in his ordinary diver- 
sions, he met with a fall and broke his ribs. As he would 
not apply any remedy, the mischief grew worse : the 
various parts of his body ' died little by little,' and he 
was entirely paralyzed. What a change in his life! 
Poor Bartholomew, who had been so proud of his beauty, 
now weak, broken-down, deprived of the use of his limbs, 
unable any more to associate with his friends, was obliged 
to keep in his father's shop all day long. He was deeply 
. distressed, not only by the severe pains he suffered, but 
* by the sight of his deformity. * Sitting near the window, 
he had no other amusement than to watch the passers-by, 
and his temper being still the same, or rather soured by 
his misfortunes, he was not sparing of his sarcasms. One 
day, seeing one of the evangelicals passing before the 
shop, he began to insult him, and ^ to scoff at the terrible 

* Creapin, MartyroL fol. 112 yerso. 



CBAP. yn. THK PABALTTIC. 71 

majesty^of God*.' — * Halloa! Lutheran!' he called out, 
addmg all sorts of taunts. The christian stopped ; he 
was touched when he saw the pitiful condition of the 
wretclied individual who insulted him, and going up to 
him, said affectionately : ' Poor man, why do you mock 
at the passers-by ? Do you not see that God has beni 
your body in this way in order to straighten your soidf^^ 
These simple words struck Milon : he had never thought 
that his soul was bent as well as his body. * Can it be 
true,' he asked, ^ that God has made these misfortunes fall 
upon me, in order to reform his misguided creature?' 
He lent an ear to the Lutheran, who spoke with him, and 
gave him a New Testament, saying : * Look at this book, 
and a few days hence you will tell me what you think of 
it.' Milon took the Gospel, opened it, and having begun, 
says the chronicler, ' to taste the fruit of this reading, he 
continued at it night and day.' This little volume was 
enough for him : he had no need of any teacher. The 
sword of the Word of God pierced to the bottom of his 
heart, and his past life terrified him. But the gospel con- 
soled him : ' It was to him like a loud trumpet sounding 
the praise of the grace of Christ.' Milon found the 
Saviour: '^ Mercy has been shown me,' he said, 'in order 
that the love of God which pardons the greatest sinners, 
should be placed as on a hill, and be seen by all the 
world.' He had now a curb that restrained him, and 
prevented him from ' indulging in abuse, quarrels, bicker- 
ings, squabbles, and contentions.' The wolf Jiad become 
a lamb. Bartholomew imparted the riches he had found 
in the book of God to his father, to the other members 
of his family, and to all the customers who visited the 
shoemaker's shop. There was not a room in Paris that 
offered a spectacle at once so interesting and so varied. 

Bartholomew's christian charity became as inexhau- 
stible as his worldly skill had once been fertile in invent- 

• Crespin, Martyrol. fol. 118. 
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ing amusements. He devoted entirely to God the restless 
activity which he had lavished on the world. At certain 
hours of the day, the poor young man 'unequalled in the 
art of writing,' would collect ,the children of the neigh- 
borhood round his bed and dictate to theim a few words 

I • ■ 1 - . 

of the Bible, teaching them how to form their letters prop- 
erly. At other times he thought of the necessjties of the 
poor^ and labored diligently with his own hands: 'etching 
with aquafortis on knives, daggers, and sword-blades,' he 
executed many unusual things for the goldsmiths. He 
spent the proceeds of his la|>or in supporting several 
needy persons who possessed a knowledge of the Gospel. 
He had also a fine voice, and played on several instru- 
ments ' with singular grace;' accordingly, every morning 
and evening he consecrated to the. praise of the Lord those 
gifts which he had formerly dedicated to pleasure, accom- 
panying himself as he sang psalms and spiritual^pngs. 
People came from all quarters to this shop, which was 
situated in the centre of Paris : some came ' by reason of 
the excellent and rare things he did ; ' others 'visited hjm 
to hear his singing.' A large number were attracted by 
the great and sudden change that had taken place in him. 
' If God has bestowed these gifts on me,' said the poor 
paralytic, ' it is to the end that His glory should be niag- 
nified in me.' He meekly taught the humble to receive 
the Gospel, and if any hypocrites presented themselves, 
' he took them aside, and launched on them the thunder- 
bolts of God.' ' In short,' adds the chronicler, ' his room 
was a true school of piety, day and night, re-echoing witli 
the glory of the Lord.' 

At come distance from this spot, but near De la For- 
ge's, at the entrance of the Rue St. Denis, at the comer 
of the boulevard, was a large draper's shop, the Black 
Morse^ belonging to John du Bourg. This tradesman was 
a man of independent character, who liked to see, to im- 
derstand, and to judge for himself: he had never fre-* 
quented the schools or even had much conversation with 
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the evangelicals, but for all that, says the chronicle, he 
had not been denied the wisdom from heaven. By means 
of the Holy Scriptures, which he read constantly, and in 
which he humbly sought the truth, he had received from 
God the knowledge of those * glad tidings which (as it 
was said) the wise can not obtain by their own wisdom.* 
Forthwith he had begun to spread it around him with an 
unwearying activity, which astonished his neighbors. 
' That ardor, which makes a great show at the beginning,' 
said some of his relatives, ' will soon end in smoke, like a 
fire of tow as the proverb says.' They were mistaken ; the 
Word had sunk into his heart, and taken such deep root 
there, that it could not be plucked out. The priests had 
intrigued, kinsfolk had clamored, and customers had des- 
^erted him, but 'neither money nor kindred could ever 
turn him aside from the truth.'* 

While his old friends were growing distant, new ones 
were drawing near him. A receiver of Nantes, Peter 
Valeton by name, was often seen entering his shop. Like 
Du Bourg, he was ' a man of sense and credit,' but while 
the tradesman had been instructed in solitude by the Holy 
Ghost, the receiver had come to a knowledge of the Gos- 
pel ' by means of some good people with whom he asso- 
ciated,' f and then the study of the New Testament had 
confirmed his faith. He did not stop here. Being in easy 
circumstances, and fond of books, he bought aU the writ- 
ings of the reformers he could procure. If there was one 
in any bookseller's back shop, he would catch it up, pay 
for it instantly, hide it under his cloak, for fear the volume 
should be seen, and hurry home with it. On reaching his 
room, he would place it at the bottom of a large chest or 
trunk, the key of which he always canied with him. Then 
as soon as ho had a spare moment, he would close his door, 
reopen the chest, take out the precious book, and read it 
eagerly. He listened if any person was coming, for though 

* Crespio, Martyrol, fol. 113 verso. t Ibid. p. 118. 
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be was a faithful soul, he was still weak in the faith, and 
was afi-aid of the stake. 

All these pious men joyfully welcomed those who 
showed any love for the GospeL T^ere was sometimes 
present at their meetings a Picard gentleman, by name 
John le Comte, belonging to the household of the Amirale 
de Bonnivet, widow of the celebrated favorite of Fran- 
cis I. He was bom at Etaples in 1500, had attached hini- 
Belf to Lef^vre, his fellow-townsman, followed him into 
Briconnet's service, and only left him to enter Madame de 
Bonnivet's &mily, as tutor to her three sons. CQnstantly 
attending the meetings of the little Church, he oft^i spoke 
at them, and every one appreciated his knowledge of 
Scripture (he could read them in Hebrew), his sound 
theology, and his talent in expounding the truth. We. 
shall meet with him again in Switzerland. 

Another rather singular person attracted the attention 
of the assembly by his dark complexion, his gloomy look, 
and mysterious air. He was a celebrated Italian, Giulio 
CamiUo of Forli (in the States of the Church), philosopher, 
orator, poet, astrologer, philologist, and mythologist, of 
great skill in the cabalistic science,'^ who pretended to 
hold intercourse with the elementary beings, and had la- 
bored forty years in constructing a machine in the fornr 
of a theatre, full of little niches, in which he lodged all 
our faculties and many other things besides, and by means 
of which he pretended to teach all the sciences. Francis I. 
having invited him to Paris, Camillo exhibited to him, 
and explained, his wonderful machine, at which the king 
was ddighted, and gave him 600 ducats. Although ta- 
citurn and dreamy, he courted the society of pious men* 
Paleario speaks of him in his letters,! and he became 
intimate in Paris with Sturm, who willingly received into 
his house the learned of all countries. The latter was 

* Tiiaboschi, Lettere italianef Vii. p. 815« 
f Palenj^ Qp, lib. i. ep. zvii. 
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cbarmed to see a scholar, inwted from Italy by the Idngi 
and of whom all the world was talking, inclining towarda- 
the Gospd ; and one day, writing to Bocer, he said : * Ca- 
millo professes not only profound science but admirable 
piety also. . . . God often does something by means of men 
of this sort; who, when their will is equal to their means, 
become great pattems.'* Camillo knocked at the door 
and came in while Sturm was writing, Sturm showed him 
the letter, and tlie Italian wrote at the foot: ^ Would to 
God that my mind were in my hands, or that it could 
flow from my pen I . . . If you could see it yon would cer- 
tainly recognize it as your own.' f It would appear that 
Camillo was deceived. He was a man of original mind, 
desirous of learning every thing new, including the Refor- 
mation ; but there was some quackery in him. If his 
famous machine did nothing for the progress of science, 
it advanced his fortunes, which was a compensation in 
his eyes. Calvin was less pleased with him than Sturm; 
the eagle eye of the reformer was not deceived. The 
Italian's gloomy air seemed to hide some unbelief or 
heresy. * If spiritual joy reign not in our heart,' he said,^ 
'the kingd(»n of God is not in us.' J 

Many other well*known persons visited the friends of 
the Gospel in Paris ; among them were Des Fosset, after- 
wards lieutenant-general of Berry, Jacques Canaye, sub- 
sequently a famous advocate before the parliament, be- 
sides other lawyers, noblemen, royal servants, tradesmen, 
and professors. Fersecntion made them known, and we 
shall have to name many of them among the exiles and 
martyrs. § 

Besides these adult laymen, a number of scholars or 

* 'Per ejnscemodi homiiMS, ssepe Dens aliqnid fiicit, qui quom 
quantum poasunt tantum velint, magno solent esse exemplo.* — Stras- 
burg MS. Schmidt, G. R<mssel, p. 220. 

t ' Utinam animus esset nuno in ma|iibus atque in oalamo.*— Ibid. 

t Calvin, in L BfiH. ad TKessal, 

4 See below, ehap. zi. 
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students was observed at the evangelical meetings. Among 
them was a boy of Melun, Jacques Amyot by name, ' of 
very low ori^,' says Beza, picked up in the streets of 
Paiis by a lady, who, wishing to turn him to account, 
made him attend her sons to college and carry their 
books. Amyot, who was to be one of the most cele- 
brated writers of the age, soon showed a wonderftil 
aptitude for Greek literature ; he had even learnt to know 
something of the Gospel. He was to change hereafter, to 
take orders, to forget what he had learnt, and even to be- 
come 'a very wretched persecutor; ' * but at this time he 
was considered to be a friend of the new doctrine. 

It was the common people, however, that were most 
numerous at these conventicles. One of them, Henry 
Poille, a poor bricklayer from a village near Meaux^ told 
a friend one day * that he had come to a knowledge of 
the truth in the school of Meaux, thanks to Bishop Bri- 
connet. Alas!' he added, Hhe bishop has been overcome 
since then by the enemies of the cross.' 

Even the most necessitous persons were active in good 
works. A poor woman named Catelle had turned school- 
mistress out of love for children. 'It would be too cruel 
a thing,' she said, 'to exclude those of tender age from 
God's grace!' 

But of all these evangelical christians of Paris no one 
had more zeal than De la Forge. ' He never spared his 
goods for the poor,' says the chronicler .f He had the 
Bible printed at his own expense, and along with the 
alms which he distributed he would always add a kind 
word, and often a Gospel or some other pious book. 

Calvin was not however equally - pleased with every- 
thing in Paris. He willingly recognized the beauty of 
the city, but was terrified at seeing fearful abysses and 
(as he called them) 'the depths of hell' side by side with 

* Th. de Beze, Diet, Eccles, p. 11. France jroUBtante, art. Amyot, 
t Cresfnn, Martyrol, foL 118. 
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its magnificent palaces. He felt 'extreme sadness' at the 
sight. An immense movement was then beii^ accom- 
plished all over the world. As the sun of spring brings np 
the. seed sown in the earth — ^the tares as well as the good 
seed — the sun of liberty that was beginning to shine 
quickened not only the germs of truth, but sometimes 
also those of error. Calvin's soul was deeply grieved at 
this ; but he did not stand still. He had received from 
God the call to oppose all false doctrines, and was pre- 
paring to do so. This is one of the main features of his 
character. To the very last he combated the pride of 
those who wish to know everything ; the rage for subtle- 
ties, mystical pretensions, immorality, unitarian doctrines, 
the deism which denies the superaatural, and the panthe- 
istic and atheistic theories. In Pai*is he met with all these 
aberrations. His principal means of combating error 
was to put forward the truth ; yet he thougth it useful 
sometimes to have conversations and even conferences 
with his adversaries, of which we shall see some examples. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

Calvin's fibst belations with thb libebtines and 

sebvetus. 

(Summer 1534.) 

Db la Fobgb willingly received all pious strangers 
visiting Paris. One day Calvin saw at his friend's table 
certain individuals who, he fancied, had something 
singular about them. His eyes were fixed on them and 
he tried to make them out. One of them, named Coppin, 
from Lille, a man of the people and of no education, but 
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with boldness greater than his ignorance, raised his Toi^, 
affected a sententious style, and spoke like an oracle. 
'Verily,' said Calvin, *a fool never has any doubts.* A 
little &rtlier on sat Qointin from Hainault, who seemed 
to have more education, and certainly more cunning. He 
assumed airs of superiority, an imposing tone of voice, 
and expressing himself ambiguously, gave himself the air 
of a prophet. * 'The latter seems to me a big rogue,' said 
Calvin of him«^ Qnintin was usually accompanied by a 
few disciples, ignorant and &natical persons who repeated 
ail he said; they were Bertrand des Moulins, Claude 
Perceval, and others. These 'bold and adventurous sec- 
tarians having nothing and never working, looked out 
wherever they went for some good-natured person who 
would keep them in their idleness by suppilying them 
with victuals and drink. They crept into the house by 
meek enticing ways, making no display at first of their 
particular doctrines, reserving these for the initiated only. 
They strove to win over all w*ho listened to them, and 
to that end spoke continually of the Holy Ghost, and 
tried to make men believe that they were His apostles. 
Simple souls allowed themselves to be caught. They 
would have believed they had committed the unpar- 
donable sin, if they had not looked upon these people as 
saints. 

One day, when there was a large party at De la 
Forge's, Qnintin began to publish his doctirines. What- 
ever was the subject of conversation, the spirit im- 
mediately appeared. Calvin lost all patience: *You are 
like those country priests,' lie said, 'who, having but one 
image in their church, make it serve for five or six saints. 
He is either St. James, or St. Francis, or St. Basil, and 
the priest receives as many offerings as there are saints.'f 
Sometimes, however, these 'spirituals,' as they were called, 

* CkUvin eontre tes LUfertins, OjMse. franc, p. 652 ; Obusc, lat. p. 510. 
t 0piue*fr4ne, p. 6&i; Opttte. lot. p. 520. . 
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"betrayed themselves, and let their fanatical opinions slip 
out. ^ There are not many spirits,' said Quintin, Hhere 
is only one spirit of God, who is and lives in all creatures. 
It is this sole spirit which does everything;* man has no 
^ill, no more than if he were a stone.'f 

Sach language surprised Calvin. He examined the 
strange prophets, and discovered several capital errors 
in them. ^The Holy Spirit is our reason,' said some/ and 
that spirit teaches us that there is neither condemnation 
nor hell.' — 'The soul,' said others, 'is material and mor- 
tal.' — ' God is everything,' said Quintin, ' and everything 
is God.' Immoral doctrines were combined with this 
system. Calvin's conscience was terrified : he had risen 
up for the purpose of destroying a worm-eaten frame- 
work that men had built round the temple of God, and 
now rash hands were presuming to destroy the temple 
itself. He wished to destroy the superstitious traditions 
of so many ages, only to set the Divine truths of the 
apostolic tiines in their place; and all of a sudden he found 
himself face to face with men who desired no other God 
but nature, and would change the world into a vast wil- 
derness. Calvin did not separate from Rome in order to 
'be less christian, but to be more so. He resolved, there- 
fore, to attack those who under the clonk of Protestantism 
suppress the mysteries of faith; to combat with the same 
severity both pope and sectarians, and if he undertook to 
destroy the fables of men, he would try still more to 
preserve the revelations of God. Had not Luther cried 
out when speaking of these would-be spirituals: 'It is 
the devil Avho seeks to turn you aside from the truth . . . 
Turn your backs Upon the drivellers i'| Vaiious cir- 
cumstances which were then taking, place under Calvin's 

♦ Opusc, franc, p. 666 ; ibid. p. 523. * Unicamesse spiritum Dei qui 
Bit et vivat in omnibus creaturis.* 

« t * Nullam homini vplaotatem tribuunt, ao si essct lapis.' — Obuae, 
bU. p. 669. 

t Luib. Ep, iii. p. 62. 
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eyes, made him understand more clearly the necessity of 
opposing these threatening doctrines with the utmost 
energy. 

One day a man had been murdered in the streets of 
Paris ; a great crowd gathered round his body, and a 
pious Christian exclaimed: *AlasI who has committed 
this crime ?' Quintin, who was there also, made answer 
immediately, in his Picard patois: 'Since you want to 
know, it was meP The other said to him with surprise: 
'What! could you be such a coward?' 'It was not me, 
it was God.' 'What, exclaimed the man, 'yon impute 
to God a crime which He punishes ?' Then the wretched 
man, 'discharging his poison more copiously,' continued : 
'Yes, it's thee, it's me, it's God ; for what thee or me 
does, it is God who does it ; and what God does, we 
do.'* Another analogous circumstance occurred in the 
house of Calvin's friend. De la Forge had a servant to 
whom he paid high wages ; this man robbed his master, 
and ran away with the money. A shoemaker of the 
neighborhood, who held Quintin's opinions, having gone 
to the shop the same day, found the tradesman very un- 
easy : 'The man who has committed such a base action,' 
he said, ' might easily take advantage of my credit, and 
borrow in my name.' Whereupon, as Calvin relates, the 
shoemaker immediately began to flap his wings, and was 
up into the clouds, exclaiming: *It is blaspheming 
God to call this action base;. ..seeing that God does 
everything, we ought to reckon nothing bad.' ^Some 
days later, this philosopher was himself robbed by a 
servant. Immediately forgetting all his spiritual know- 
ledge, he rushed out of his house ' like a madman,' to 
search after the thie^ and on reaching De la Forge's, 
was lavish of his abuse against the culprit. De la Forge 
ironically repeated to him his own words : 'But you accuse 

» 
♦ * Cest /y, c'est my, o'est Dieu ; oar ce que ty ou my faisons, o'est 
Pieu qui le fait* 
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God,* be said, * since it is He who did it.' The shoemaker 
sneaked off abashed, *like a dog with his tail between his 
legs.'* 

Calvin began tl:e contest. It was not with philosophy, 
or speculation, or apologetics, that he fought these pre- 
tended spiritualists. ^God,' said he, ^enlightens us 
sufficiently in Scripture ; it is our want of knowing them 
thoroughly that is the cause and source of all errors.'f 
He Attacked Quintin and pressed him hard. He quoted 
the commandments of God against theft and murder: 
*You call God impure,' he said, 'a thief and a robber, J 
and you add that there is no harm in it.§ Who, I pray, 
has condemned impurity, theft, murder, if God has 
not ?' . . . Quintin, who was generally very liberal with 
passages from Scripture, answered with a smile: 'We 
are not subject to the letter which killeth, but to the 
Spirit which giveth life . . . The Bible contains allegories, 
myths which the Holy Spirit explains to us.1 *You 
make your Scripture a nose of wax,' said Calvin, *and 
play with it, as if it were a ball.'T-^* You find i^ult with 
my language because you do not understand it,' said 
Quintin. — 'I understand it a little better than you do 
yourself,' retorted Calvin ; * and I see pretty plainly that 
you desire to mislead {embabouiner} the world by absurd 
and dangerous trifling.' 

The 'spirituals' were by turns protestant or catholics 
as suited them. Their manner of seeing accorded very 
well with their pantheism, and they would have been 
quite as much at their ease amon^ the Hindoos and the 

♦ Opusc. franc, p. 662 ; Opusc. lat. p. 518, 

t Oalvin, Matlh. xzii. 29. 

t *I)emn latronem, furem, scortatorem.* — Opusc, lat. p. 530. 

§ * Nigmm in album oommutape.' — Ibid. 

I Opusc, franc, p. 663 ; Opusc, lat. p. 519. 

Y 'Scriptnra nasiis oerens fiat, aut instar pila, snrsuni deoisumqne 
agitetor/ — Opusc. lat, p. 519; Opusc, franc, p. 668, 

4* 
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Turks. This ))roadness, which misled the moderate party, 
ofT^ided Calvin. One day, when Quintin said with mic- 
tion : ^ I am just come from a solemn mass, celebrated by 
a cardinal. . . .1 have seen the glory of Grod,'* — 'I under- 
stand you,' said Calvin, rather coarsely ; ^in your opinion, 
a canon ought to continue in his luxury, and a monk in 
his convent, like a pig in a sty.' f 

The pantheists made proselytes. ^ By dint of intrigue 
and flattery, they attracted the simple igborant poor, 
whom they made as lazy as themsdves.' They txied to 
make way with the learned and the great, and even to 
creep into the hearts oi princes. Their high pretensions 
to spirituality staggered weak minds, and the convenient 
principle by which every n^an ought to remain in the 
Church to which he belonged, even were it sunk in error, 
made timid and irresolute characters lean to their side. 
A priest, who had become Quintin's head champion, suc- 
ceeded in deceiving the excellent Bucer by means of the 
£gilse appearance he put on ; and ten years later, an elect 
soul, Miu^garet, was dazzled and deceived by their hypo- 
critical spirituality. About 4,000 were led astray in 
France. 

Calvin was not one of those individuals * who remain 
in doubt and suspense;' from the very first he detected 
pantheism and materialism under the veils with which 
these men sought from time to time to conceal their errors, 
and boldly pointed them out. His uprightness and frank- 
ness presented a very striking contrast to their dissimu- 
hAioa and cunning. * They turn their cloak inside out 
at every moment,' he said, 'sp that you do not know 
where to hold them. One of the principal articles of their 
creed is that men ought to counterfeit, whilst even the 

* < Se glorlam Dei yideTeJ''^Opusc. jrwnc, p. 688 ; 0jU9C» lot* 
p. 547. 

t ' Tanqoam porci in hara stertere.'— Qpii«c. hL p. 641 ; Opute, 
frane, p. 688. 



CHAP. vm. 



SBSTBTITB. Bt 



iieathehs have said ^^ that it is better to be a lion than a 
fox."'* 

He found that their doctrines were impious and revolu- 
tionary. To confound God with the world was (he 
thought) to take from the world tbe living personal God 
who is present in the midst of us ; and consequently to 
expose not only the Reformation and Christianity but the 
whole social system to utter ruin. The conduct of these 
pretended ^ spirituals ' was already sufficient in his eyes 
to characterize and condemn their system. ' What has 
metamorphosed Quintin and his companions from tailors 
into teachers,' said Calvin, ' is that, preferring to be well 
fed and at their ease to working, they find it convenient 
to gain their living by prating, as priests and monks do 
by chanting.'! 

It was not until later that Calvin wrote his excellent 
treatise against the libertines ; J but, says Theodore Beza, 
* it was then (during his stay in Paris) that he first en- 
countered those teachers who revived in our times the 
detestable sect of the Carpocratians, abolishing all differ- 
ence between good and evil.' § He encountered a proba- 
bly stiU more dangerous doctrine. 

About that time a stranger, whose proceedings were 
rather mysterious^ used to appear at rare intervals in the 
little circles of Paris. Many persons spoke highly of 
him. They said, he could not be reproached with any 
immoral tendencies, while his subtle understanding, his 
brilliant genius, his profound knowledge of natural science, 
and his fiery imagination, seemed as if they would make 

* Opattc, lat. p. 501. ' Prsestabilius sit leoni qtuun Ytilpectils&*8iini- 
lem esse.' ^- • 

f *Ut qnemadmodum eacerdotes et monaciii cantiUandp, sio ipsi 
garriendo vitam qusererent.' — Opusc. franc, p. 652 ; Opiac, Uit, 
p. 511. : , 

t'Adversus &naticam et fariosam scctam Hbertinorum, qui 96 
spirituales vocant, iustruotio,' &c. — 0-paac, laL p, 60^, 

^ Th^od. de Beze, Hist, Eccles, i. p. 9. 
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him one of the most surprising and influential leaders of 
the epoch. This was Michael Servetus, a man of the 
same age as Calvin. Bom at Villenueva in Arragon, he 
had studied the law at Toulouse, and afterwaids published 
a daring work entitled, On the Errors of the Trinity. 
He put himself forward as a teacher of trujh and a 
thorough reformer. The great mysteries of faith were to 
give way to a certain pantheism, enveloped in mystical 
and Sabellian forms. It was not Koman-catholicism alone 
which he desired to reform, but the evangelical reforma- 
tion also, substituting for its scriptural and practical char- 
acter a philosophic and rationalistic tendency. 

In order to accomplish this transformation of protestant- 
ism, Servetus began by associating with the reformers of 
German Switzerland and of Germany. C^olampadius, 
having examined him, declared that he could not count 
him a christian unless he acknowledged the Son as par- 
taking through all eternity of the real Godhead of the 
Father. Melanchthon was alarmed at hearing his doc- 
trines : ' His imagination is confused,' he said ; * his ideas 
are obscure. He possesses many marks of a fanatical 
spirit.* He raves on the subjects of Justification and the 
Trinity.... O God! what tragedies this question will 
occasion among our posterity ! ' f 

We may easily understand the painful impression Ser- 
vetus made on these two men, the most tolerant of the 
sixteenth century. He was, as we have said, a mystic 
rationalist; but rationalism and protestantism, which 
many persons confound together, are two opposite poles. 
Nothing excited the indignation of the reformers more 
than this pride of human reason which pretends unaided 
explain God, and to accomplish Avithout his help the 
^ renovation of man. The Spanish doctor, finding 

mnltss not® fenatici Bpiritus.* — Corp. Ref. ii, p. 660. 
'^ales troifc&dias exoitabit haeo qtucsUo a4 poste- 
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himself thus rejected by the German divines, quitted 
those parts sore vexed and exclaiming : *• May the Lord 
confound all the tyrants of the Church! Amen.'* He 
went to Paris under the name of Michael de Villeneuve. 

Servetus had an object in going to France. If he suc- 
ceeded in planting his standard in that mighty country, 
near that university which had been for so many ages the 
queen of intelligence, his triumph (he thought) would be 
secure. He willingly left Germany to the Germans. 
That French nation which has the prerogative of univer- 
sality, which succeeds in everything, which is so intelli- 
gent, so frank, so communicative, so practical and so 
active — ^he will select to be the organ of the second Re- 
formation. Servetus thought the French reformers more 
daring than those of Saxony. He had heard of a young 
doctor of great ability, who desired to carry the reform 
&rther than Luther, and he thought he had found his man. 
But he was mistaken ; that man was far above his empty 
theories. 

Calvin could not and would not have any other God 
than Him who gives us life, who has ransomed us, and 
who sanctifies us — ^the Father, God above us ; the Son, 
God for us ; the Holy Ghost, God in us. This threefold 
relation with God, which Scripture revealed to him and 
which entirely satisfied his inward longings, forced him 
to recognize a difference in God ; but on the other hand, 
unity being essential to the Deity, he was bound to main- 
tain it at any cost, and he thus felt himself constrained to 
embrace the idea of a divine Trinity. Against this doc- 
trine Servetus levelled his bitterest sarcasms. The Span- 
iard rejected what he denominated an ' imaginaiy Trinity ; ' 
he called those who believed in it 'tritheists,' or even 
atheists, and abused them in coarse language. ' Jesus is 
man,' he said ; ' the Godhead was communicated to Hun 



**P«idat Domiaos oomes ecclesiee tyrftiinosl Ameii.*-^CAri«^ 
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by grace, biit He is not God by natui*e. The Father alone 
is God in tJiat sense.'* He iavited Calvin to a conference; 
puifed np and chanhei with his own system, hedfanded 
himself certain to convince the reformer, and Mattered 
himself With the hope of making him his fellow-laborer. 

The task was not an easy one. The object of the Re- 
formation was to raise a spiritual temple, wherein tronbled 
sools might find a refuge; and Calvin saw rash hands 
presuming to make it a receptacle for every error, and, in 
his own energetic language, ^ a den for murdering souls.' 
He stood forth, therefore, to maintain the apostolic doc- 
trine, and contended that Christ, who called himself the 
only Son of God, was a son^ not like believers, in conse- 
quence of adoption ; not like the angels, because of their 
communion with the Lord ; but in the proper sense : and 
that if the son of a man has the nature of a man like his 
&ther, Jesus, the only Son of God, has in like manner the 
nature of God. 

It was a question that seriously occupied many minds 
at this period. Servetus did not stand alone ; other doc- 
tors, as Hetzer, Denck, Campanus, and Joris, had pro- 
fessed analogous errors. One universal cry was heard 
among the reformers when they saw Christ*s divinity 
attacked. Luther had declared that 'this little spark 
would cause a great conflagration;'! Zwingle had de- 
manded that ' this false, wicked, and pernicious doctrine ' 
should be opposed by every means ; J and even thie mod- 
erate Bncer, forgetting his christian gentleness, had gone 
so far as to declare from the pulpit that ' a man like Ser- 
vetus deserved to have his bowels plucked out and his 
body torn to pieces.' § Calvin resolved to accept Ser- 

* ' Dedarat Christum esse Deam, non natura sed specie, non per 
naturam sed per gratiam/ — De Trinitatis Erroribus, 1631, fol. 12. 

t Luther, Ep. iv. p. 423. 

t Trechsel, Protestant. Anti-trinit. i. p. 100. 

§ ' Pjp suggeetii pronuntiaYit dignum esse qui ayulraa visiieiibuB 
disoerperetur.* — Calvin, Ep. et Reap. p. 164. 
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Tetus's invitation. These two yonng men, bom in the 
same year, gifted each cf them with mairelous genios, 
nnshafceable in their convictions, are about to enter the 
Hsts. What blows they will desl each other I What a 
straggle I Which will come off conqueror? If Luther, 
Zwingle, and Bucer are so animated, what will Calvin 
be ? He was die one who showed the most moderate 
sentiments with regard to Servetus. Alas ! why did he 
not continue so to the last ? ^ I will do all in my power 
to cure Servetus,' he said.* * If I show myself in pid>lic, 
I know that I expose my life; but I will spare no pains 
to bring him to such sentiments, that all pious men may 
be able to take him qffe(M07wtdy by the hand.^ \ Justice 
requires that we should take account of these feelings of 
Calvin with regard to Servetus. 

The discussion was therefore resolved upon, and a cer- 
tain number of fiiends were invited to be present. The 
time and place were settled, and when the day arrived, 
Calvin quitted De la Foige's house, and, proceeding 
down the Rue St. Martin to the Rue St. Antoine; found 
himself at the aippointed hour at a house in this latter 
street, which had been selected for the colloquy. Servetus 
had not come, and Calvin waited for him ; still the Span- 
iard did not appear, and the Frenchman was patient. 
What was the cause of his delay? Had Lieutenant- 
criminal Morin obtained information of the meeting, and 
was he preparmg to catch the two young leaders by one 
cast of his net? After waiting for some time to no 
purpose, Calvin withdrew.J Servetus, who lived as a 
catholic in the midst of catholics, and made no scruple of 
taking part in the worship of the Roman church, probably 

* ' Obttdi meam operam ad enm Banandum.*— Calvin, Op. vuL 
p. 611. 

t *Nee per me stetisse quominits resipisoenti manum pii omnes^ 
porrigerent.'— Ibid. 

X < Diutitift qmdem sed frustra ezpectarit.^ — ^Beza, Vi\a Calvinu 
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feared that a public disonssion with Calvin would make 
him known, and expose him to serious danger.* 

Servetus's challenge was not however without con- 
sequences. He had called Calvin into the lists, he had 
made him the champion of the doctrine of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost; the opportunity of answering this 
challenge occurred twenty years later at Geneva. If the 
struggle had then been confined to a leanied discussion 
between these two great minds, it would have been right 
enough ; Sei*vetus himself had challenged it. But the 
ideas of the times, from which Calvin (even while seeking 
a relaxation in the form) could not free himself, led to 
one of those distressing calamities, so frequent during a 
long series of ages in the annals of Rome, but of which 
Grod be thanked ! there is only this one instance in those 
of the Reformation. 

Calvin did not fight only with the tongue : he was then 
hurrying on the printing of his first theological work. It 
was the book written against those who said Hhat the 
soul Was only the motion of the lungs, and that if it had 
been endowed with immortality at the creation, it had 
been deprived of it by the fall.' f ' Let us put down those 
people,' he said, ' who murder souls without appearing to 
inflict any wounds:' and with this view he had composed 
a work on the ImmortcdUy of the Soui^ the title given it 
in a letter he wrote to Fabri. J It is to be regretted that 
he afterwards substituted the rather awkward one of 
Fsychopannychia, * the night or sleep of the soul ; ' as the ^ 
first indicates the subject more clearly. At the same time • 
. also he combated the opinion of those *' good men,' as he } 
calls them,§ who believed that the soul slept untU the^ 
judgment-day. The first edition of this work^ which bears 

* Trcchsel, Die protestant. Anti-tHnit. i. p. 110. 

t * Qua voina immortaUtatem suam perdiderit/-«OpiiM. lai, p, 19. 

t Calvinus Libertino (Fabri). Neuchatel MSS. 

i * KonnuUos bonos viros/ — Opuac, lat, Prychopan, Lectoribus, 
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the date of Paris 1534, came out probably immediately 
after Calvin had left that city or shortly before his de- 
parture. 

This work gave him a place apart in the ranks of the 
reformers. In this his earliest theological treatise he dis- 
played the character that distinguished him, and which 
those who surrounded him had already been able US re- 
cognise in his conversations. His theology would not be 
negative, but on the contrary exceedingly positive. His 
first work does not combat the errors of Rome. He stands 
forth as the defender of the soul, the advocate of christian 
spiritualism. He will be, as a great historian has said, 
* the man called to build the Lord's citadel, of which Lu- 
ther had laid the foundation.' * The force of conviction, 
the weight of proof, the power with which he employed 
the Scriptures, the simplicity and clearness of style, struck 
every reader. We shall not speak here of Calvin as a 
writer: we have done so elsewhere.f There might, 
however, be discerned in this work a delect of which 
Calvin never entirely cured himself: it contaioed ener- 
getic disdain and bitter invective. He saw this himself; 
he did more, he moderated these expressions in a second 
edition. ^ I said certain things in it,' he wrote, referring 
to the first, ' with a bitterness and severity which may 
have offended certain delicate ears.J I have therefore 
struck out some passages, added others, and changed 
many.' This did not prevent his filling into the same 
&ult agaia, which, it must be acknowledged, was that of 
the age. 

In spite of his frequent discussions, Calvin was happy . 
in the house of De la Forge. Accustomed to a frugal life. 



* iJohaDnes von Miiller. 

t For Calvin's inflaence on the French language see my History of 
the Reformation, vol. iii. bk. xii. eh. xr. 

t * Qtusdam paulo acrins atque etiam asperius diota qtue anres quo* 
nmdam delioatolas radere fortasae possent.' — Calvinus Libcrtino, 
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Le was little affected by the abundance of all sorte of good 
things by which he was surrounded ; but the piety of the 
£unily delighted him much. He loved to see the master 
distributing the Grospel) relieving the poor, and listening 
to the interpretation of God^s word, and took pleasure in 
his christian conversation. 'Most assuredly,' he said, * true 
happiness is not circumscribed within the narrow limits 
of this frail life, and yet God promises also to believers a 
happy life, even in this pilgrimage and earthly dwelling- 
place, so far as the state of the world pennits.' * But the 
happiness of this blessed household was not to be of long 
duration. Lieutenant-criminal Morin was ere long to 
enter it, throw the wife into prison, lead the husband to 
the scaffold, and change the happiness of a pieaceful chris- 
tian family into sorrow, groans, and tears. 

Would De la Forge be the only victim ? Would the 
first blows be aimed at him ? Would they not be aimed 
at Calvin, the author of that bold address which had 
thrown both city and university into confusion ? Could 
the friend of Rector Cop long remain in the capital with- 
out Once more exciting the attention of his enemies ? A 
great persecution was about to burst forth^ and if Calvin 
had been living in the Rue St. Martin at that tiine, he 
woiild doubtless have been seized along with the pious 
tradesman, burnt like the other martyrs, and the histpry 
of his life would have shi^unk to a paragraph in the simple 
ahnails of Crespiin's Martyrs. But the Father in heaven 
did not permit that this sparrow should then /all to the 
ground. Calvin had powerful motives which urged him 
to leave France. His time in Paris was so taken up with 
visits, interviews, and other business, .that he sank under 
the burden, without being able to discharge what he 
looked upon as his first duty. He was called to be a 
teacher rather than a mere preacher of the Gospel. To 
accomplish the great task he had set himself, he needed 

* Calvin, Psaumes, 12B. 
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repose, leisnre, and stadj, besides interviewB and con- 
ferences with other theolo^ans. He adopted a great re- 
solation. ^ I shall leave France,' he said, *and go to Ger- 
many in order to find in some obscure comer the qniet 
refused to me elsewhere.** 

T>a HUet had determined to accompany him. l^e two 
friends made their preparations ; they procured two horses 
and two servants ; and one day towards the end of July 
Calvin bade £irewell to the pious tradesman who had 
been as a brother to him. Their clothes were packed 
away in portmanteaus, in one of which they hid their 
money, and then they were &stened on the crupper ; and 
so the travelers departed, the masters on horseback, the 
servants on foot. 

^On reaching the frontier,* says a catholic historian, 
^Calvin could not restrain his emotion ; he lifted up his 
voice in distress that France rejected the men whom God 
sent her, and even tried to murder them.' f This excla- 
mation appears rather doubt^l, and the historian who 
reports it is not always accurate. Still it is possible and 
not unnatural. 

The travelers having entered Lorraine, stopped at 
Delme near Nancy, where they halted and walked about 
the town. During this time one of their servants, who 
knew where the money had been hidden, took advantage 
of their absence, placed the valise on the best of the two 
horses, and rode away as fast as he could. When Calvin 
and Du Tiljet returned, they discovered the robbery. 
They wished to pursue the thief, but could not catch 
him.J Th« two friends were greatly embarrassed, when 
the other servant approached and offered them ten crowns 
which he had with him. They accepted bis oifer and 
were able to reach Strasburg. 

* * Relicta patria, Germaniam ooncegsi, ut in obsouro aliquo an* 
golo abdittuB, quiete deneg^ata frtierer.* — Prctf. in Psalm, 
t Varillas, Hist, des Riv. rel. ii. p. 490. 
t Beia, Vita Calvini, 
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If Calvin had remained in his own country, he would 
never have been able to fulfil the career to which he was 
called; he had no other prospect but the stake. And yet, 
he will indeed be her reformer. . . True, he quitted her, 
but a divine hand fixed him as near as possible to that 
land of his afiections and of his sorrows. From the pic- 
turesque valley, whence the Rhone continually pours its 
waves into France, God was about to scatter by Calvin's 
means, throughout all the provinces of that great king- 
dom, the living waters of the Gospel of Christ. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE PLACABDS. 
(October 1534.) 

Calvin had hardly lefk Paris when the o^iotids gathered 
over the little church of the metropolis. ^ There was no 
•year,' says a chronicler of the sixteenth c^^tury, speaking 
of 1534, ^when such great marvels happened in div.ers 
countries ; but of all these marvels none is more worthy 
to be remembered than that which caused it to be named 
the year of theplacardsJ** 

The christians of Paris met together frequently in one 
another's houses. 'The Lord,' said they, 'commands 
His disciples to go forth and scatter the doctrine of sal- 
vation into all comers of the world.' ^ The hive was 
swarming, as it had recently done at Poitiers. Le Comte, 
whom we have mentioned, quitted his friends, and aR;er 

* Grespuii Martyrd, fol, 3. Flor. R^mondi Hist, Hbh. viii. ch. v. 
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many dangers reached Morat, to assist Farel in his evan- 
gelical work.* Another Lutheran, whose journey was to 
be productive of disastrous results, followed the same 
road not long ailer. 

There were, as we have seen, two distinct parties 
among the evangelical christians of France : the tempariS' 
ers and the scripturists. They sometimes came in contact, 
and each of them resolutely defended their own views. 
The temporisers looked to Margaret, to the king her 
brother, and to alliances with Henry VEEI. and the Prot- 
estants of Germany. Knowing that Francis I. detested 
the monks, they hoped, with the help of Du Bellays, to 
give France a moderate reform, and desired to do nothing 
that might offend him. They waited. 

As for the scripturists^ that is to say, the evangelicals 
of the school of Calvin, diplomacy made them feel uneasy; 
the king's protection annoyed them, and the idea of re- 
cognizing the bishops and the pope alarmed them. They 
saw all kinds of superstition following in the train of the 
hierarchy, and they were detennined to resist stoutly 
everything that might bring back, the idols to the temple 
of God. 

As the two parties could not come to an understanding, 
they determined to send one of their number to Switzer- 
land, in order to obtain the opiniou of Farel and the other 
refugees. Should they wait or should they act ? — such 
was the question they put. They selected for that con- 
sultation a simple, pious, intelligent Christian, by name 
Feret, who belonged to the royal pharmacy : he accepted 
the mission and departed. No one suspected at that time 
that this journey i#ould lead to an explosion that would 
shake the capital, terrify France, and perhaps destroy the 
cause of the Refoimation. 

Feret proceeded to Switzerland. He had hardly crossed 

* Rnchat, Hisf. RSf. Suisse, torn. ill. p. 182, after a MS. journal of 
Jean le Comte. 
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tile Jura when a striking spectacle met his . oyos^ Every- 
thing was in commotion, as in a hive of bees. Farol, 
Yiret, Saunier, OUvetan, Fromcnt, Marcouit, Hollard, Le 
Gomte, and others besides, coming from Daupliiuy, Basle, 
Paris, Strasbnrg, or belonging to the country, were boldly 
preaching the evangelical doctrine everywhere. At Neufr 
chatel all idolairj/ had been removed from public worsl^ip; 
and the same had been done at Aigle, and in its four 
mandemefit^. Orbe, Grandson, and the Pays de Yaud 
were beginning to make up their minds; Geneva was 
tottering ; the old Waldenses of Piedmont were holding, 
out their hands to the new reformers. In many places 
they were even ' destroying the altars and breaking down 
the images,' according to the command in Deuteronomy.^ 
What a contrast with the timid precautions of the chvia^ 
tians of Paris! Feret was quite struck with it, and that 
alone was an answer. 

He exjAained to the christians to whom he was aocred* 
ited the very different state of things at Paris; he 
described the difficulties of France and the two parties 
that existed among the reformed, and asked for their ad* 
vice. Farel and his friends held that a subject ought not 
to rise in rebellion against his lord, but if the king of 
France commanded anything forbidden by the King of 
heaven, it was necessary to obey him who was the master 
of the other. Tliese decided diristians rejected all those 
medleys of the Gospel and popery that Francis I., Mar* 
garet of Navarre, Du Bellay, and even Melanchthon (as 
it was said) desired. ^ These two (the Gospel andtlie 
pope) cannot exist togetjier,' they said, ^ any more than 
fire and water.' The mass especially,tthat main point of 
the Romish doctrine, must, in their opinion, be abolished. 
If the papal hierarchy was the tree whose deadly shade 
killed tiie living seeds of the Word, the mass was its 
root. It must be plucked up, and thus prevented fi"om 
stretehing its fatal branches any longer over the wide 

♦ Chap. vii. 6. 
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field of Christendom. The writing and posting of placards 
were proposed. 

What indeed could be done? Oppression kept the 
boldest voices silent. It was necessary to draw up an 
energetic protest against error, and place it at the same 
moment, if possible, before the eyes of all France. Farel 
undertook the task ; he could not write without making 
use of 'his trenchant style and thimdering eloquence.'* 
He reflected on the evils that afflicted his country. In- 
dignation guided his daring pen ; his style was uneven, 
harsh perhaps, but masculine, nervous, and fall of fire. 
At length the evangelical protest was written, and Farel 
laid it before his brethren, who accepted it, believiog that 
it would be like a hammer that breaJceth the rock in pieces. 
The document was taken to the printer's, and came out 
in two forms : in placards to be posted up against the 
walls, and little tracts that were to be dropped in the 
streets.f The sheets were packed up and intrusted to the 
care of Feret, who departed with the precious bales con- 
taining Hhe thunderbolt forged on Farel's anvil.'J No 
one stopped him at the frontier ; he traversed Franche- 
Comtife, Burgundy, and Champagne without difficulty, and 
arrived in Paris. 

The evangelical christians of the capital, impatient to 
receive news from Switzerland, assembled hastily, and 
Feret laid the placard before them. Those energetic 
words, written at the foot of the Jura, seemed strangely 
bold when they were read under the walls of the Sor- 
bonne, and at the gates of the Louvre. That brave and 
pious minister, Courault, came forward in the meeting as 
the organ of the ' men of judgment,' as they were after- 
wards called. 'Let us beware of posting up these 
placards,' he said ; ' we shall only inflahie the rage of our 

♦ Crespin, Martyrol. fol. 111. t Ibid. 

t Fior. R^mond, UisU HMs, liy. vii. «hAp. r. In the Latia edition 
w»i«ad : ^Famoio libeUoaFa]?eUo, nt MPoditnr, oempodto.* — ^p« 228. 
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adversaries thereby, and increase the dispersicm of be- 
lievers.' But on the other hand, those who were alarmed 
at the steps taken by Francis I. to unite the pope and the 
Gospel were delighted. ' Let us be cautious of so squar- 
ing our prudence,' they said, ^ that it does not make us 
act like cowards. If we look timidly from one side to 
the other to see how far we can go without exposing our 
lives, we shall forsake Jesus Christ.' In their view it 
was of importance to confess the Lord in the sight of 
France, and in order to do so, they were ready, like the 
martyrs of old, to encounter death. Many of the opposite 
party gave way, and the publication of the placard was 
resolved on. These sincere christians were so firmly con- 
vinced of the divinity of their doctrine, and so full of 
faith, that they expected an intervention from God — ^not 
a miraculous one indeed, but an extraordinary one — * a 
rushing mighty wind from heaven,' and ' cloven tongues 
like as of fire,' which should kindle all hearts. They 
thought that God would by this declaration open to 
France the gate of His spiritual treasures. 

The consultation continued. Where should they circu- 
late this paper ? asked some. ' All over Paris,' was the 
reply: — * All over France,' answered others. They were 
not unknown individuals who deliberated thus : the 
wealthy tradesman, Du Bourg, and his friends were 
there, and if Bai'tholomew Milon could not act, at least 
he gave advice which was to cost him dear. The 
warmest friends of the Reformation shared the work be- 
tween them: each man had his district, his province. 
' They portioned out the kingdom in order to do ike same 
in every ciiy^^ says the catholic Fontaine ; and the night 
of the 24th of October was appointed for this daring 
enterprise.* The placards were divided among those 
who were to post them up or to distribute them. Know- 
ing that xmless God made the truth enter into the heart, 

* ThiB is the date given in the Journal tVun Bourgeois de PariSf 
p. 440. Fontaine, in his Histoire Catholique gives the 18th Oetoher« 
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tjbej would do nothing but beai the air in vain^* these 
pious men exhorted one another to ' pray to Grod with 
fervent zeal.' Then every man returned home, carrying 
with him a bundle of placards and a parcel of tracts. 

When the night came, the selected men left their 
houses, carrying the printed sheets in their hands ; and 
each one did his duty in his quarter, silently and mys- 
teriously. The fervent christian who thus hazarded his 
life, took, however, certain precautions ; he listened to 
hear if any one were coming, hastily stuck the bill on the 
wall, and then glided noiselessly away to some other 
place, where he posted up another. In a short time the 
streets, market-places, and cross-ways were covered with 
the evangelical proclamation, some being fixed even on 
the walls of the Louvre. As the day appeared, most of 
these daring men returned home ; but others hid them- 
selves and from a distance watched to see what would 
happen. 

A few persons began to come out of doors ; they went 
up to the large handbills and stopped to examine them. 
Gradually a crowd was formed, some friars approached : 
hundreds of persons of every class collected round the 
strahge placards. They were read aloud, remarks were 
made upon them, and the most diverse sentiments were 
expressed ; many persons gave vent to indignation and 
threats ; some approved, the greater part were astounded. 
The crowd was particularly large in the streets of St. 
Denis and St. Honors, in the Place Koyale, in the city, 
at the gates of the churches, and of the Sorbonne and the 
Louvre. Let us read this terrible handbill, as it was 
read in the streets of the capital. The public of our age 
will find it too severe and possibly too long, and we must 
abridge it a little ; but the men of the sixteenth century 
read it to the end, and notwithstanding its defects, its 
action was powerful. Like the shock of an earthquake, 

* CaWiQi pa$9im. . 
VOL. ni. — 5 
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it made all France tremble. It began with a solemn in- 
vocation : — 

TRUTHFUL ABTIGLES 

CONCERNING THE HORRIBLE, GREAT, AND UNBEARABLE 

ABUSES 

OP THE POPISH MASS, 

INVENTED DIRECTLY 

AGAINST THE HOLT SUPPER OP OUR LORD, 
THE ONLY MEDIATOR AND ONLY SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST. 

* I invoke heaven and earth in witness of the truth 
against that proud and pompous popish mass, for the 
world (if God does not apply a remedy) is and will be by 
it totally desolated, ruined, lost, and undone ; seeing that 
in it our Lord is outrageously blasphemed, and the people 
blinded and led astray. Which ought not to be borne 
any longer. 

* In the first place, every believing christian ought to 
be very certain that our Lord and only Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, the great bishop and pastor ordained of God, has 
given His body and soul; His life and blood for our sancti- 
fication, by a perfect sacrifice. To renounce this sacrifice 
as if it were insufficient, to replace it by a visible sacri- 
fice, namely, the mass, as if Christ had not fully satisfied 
for us the justice of His Father, and as if He were not 
the Saviour and Mediator, would be a terrible and danma- 
ble heresy. 

* The world has been, and in many places still is,' filled 
with wretched high-priests, who, as if they were our re- 
deemers, set themselves in Christ's place, and pretend to 
ofier an acceptable sacrifice to God for the salvation both 
of the living and the dead : do not these people make the 
apostles and evangelists liars, and do they not even belie 
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tfaemselTes, since they chant every SanctSj' at vtiSpers that 
Jesus Christ is spriest for everf: . . . 

^Yes, by the great and admirable sacrifice of Jesna 
Christ all outward and visible sacrifice is abolished. 
Christ, says the Epistle to the Hebrews (which I entreat 
everybody to read diligently), vjos offered once for all. — 
JBy one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 

sanctified. Christ ofiered once and not often If the 

sacrifice is perfect, why should it be repeated ?. . . .Come 
forward then, ye priests, and answer if ye can I 

^That is not all. By this unhappy mass the whole 
world has been plunged into a common idolatry. Are we 
not given to understand j^lsely that under the forms of 
bread and wine Jesus Christ is corporeally, really, and 
personally contained, in flesh and bone, as long, broad, 
and entire as when He was alive?. ...And yet Holy 
Scripture and our faith teaches us the contrary, that Jesus 
Christ, after his resurrection, ascended into heaven. St. 
Paul writes to the Colossians, Sedb those things which are 
dbove^ where Christ srrrETH on the Right Hand of 
God. Listen : St. Paul does not say : Seek Christ who is 
in the mass, or in the sanctuary, or in the box, or in the 
cupboard. He says : Seek Christ who is in heaven. If 
the body is in heaven, it is not on earth ; and if it is on 
earth, it is not in heaven. A real body can never be in 
more than one place at a time, where it occupies a certain 
space of a certain size. It is impossible for a man twenty 
or thirty years old to be hidden in a bit of dough like 
their wafer. 

^Augustin knew this well when he wrote: "Until the 
world comes to an end, the Lord is on i^igh ; but His 
divinity is everywhere."* And so did Fulgentius, when 
he wrote : " The Lord was absent from heaven, according 
to his human nature, when he was on earth ; and he left 
the earth when he ascended to heaven. But as for the 

* 'Sorsam DominuB 6Bt.*— Aug. Ep. ad Dardanum* 
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divine nature, it never quitted heaven when he came down 
to earth, and did not leave the earth when he ascended 
to heaven"* 

* When any one of us says : Lo^ here is Christy or there ! 
the priests say : We must believe him. But Christ says: 
Believe it not. At the moment of the communicm they 
chant Sursum corrfa, Lift yOur hearts on high; but they 
do the contrary, and exhort us to seek Christ not on high^ 
but in their hands, in their boxes, and in their cupboards. 

* Nay, further, these blind priests, adding error to er- 
ror, teach in their madness, that after they have breathed 
upon or spoken over the bread, which they take between 
their fingers, and also over the wine that they put in the 
chalice, there remains neither bread nor wine, but that 
Jesus Christ is there alone by tranmbstantiation, . . Big and 

monstrous words doctrine of devils, opposed to all 

Scripture. I ask these cope-wearers. Where did they 
find that big word Tbansxjbstantiation ? . , . St. Matthew, 
St, Mark, St. John, St. Paul, and the old Fathers never 
spoke of it. When they made mention of the Lord's 
Supper, those holy writers openly and simply called the 
bread and wine, bread and uuine. St^Paul does not say: 
Eat the body of Jesus Christ ; but : Eat this bread. Ah I 
Scripture employs no deception, and there is no pretence 
in it. The bread is therefore bread. 

* Presumptuous enemies of the Word oi God, shame^ 
less heretics, they are not satisfied with pretending to en- 
close the body of Jesus Christ in their wafer ; but see 
into what absurdities their superstition leads them. They 
are not ashamed to say that the body of Jesus Christ 
may be eaten by rats, spiders, and vermin .... Yes, there 
it is printed in red letters in their missals, in the twenty- 
second Item, beginning thus : K the body of the Lord be 
eaten by mice and spiders, be reduced to nothing, or be 

* 'Secundum hnmanam substantiam dereliquerat terram oum 

Thraamundum, lib. ii. 
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very much gnawed, or if the maggot is found whole in- 
side. .. .let it be bamed and placed in the reliquary I 

*0 earth! why openest thou not to swallow up these 
horrible blasphemers ? O hateful men I Is that gnawed 
body really the body of Jesus Chi-ist, the Son of God ? . . . 
Would the Lord suffer Himself to be eaten by mice and 
spiders ? He who is the bread of angels and of all the 
children of God, has been given us to feed vermin ? Him, 
who is incorruptible, at the right hand of God, will you 
make liable to worms and rottenness? Did not Da^id 
write the contrary, prophesying his own resurrection?. . . 
Wretches I were there no other evil in all your infernal 
theology than, the irreverence with which you speak of 
the precious body of Jesus, are you not blasphemers and 

heretics ? yea, the greatest and most enormous the 

world has ever seen. 

^Kindle, yes, kindle your faggots, but let it be to bum 

and roast yourselves Why should you kindle them for 

us ? Because we will not believe in your idols^ in your 
new Gods, in your new Christs, who let themselves be 
eaten by vermin, and in you also, who are worse than 
vermin. 

* What means all these games you play round your God 
of dough, toying with him like a cat with a mouse ? You 
break him into three pieces. . . .and then you put on a 
piteous look as if you were very sorrowful; you beat 
your breasts .... you call him the Lamb of God, and pray 
to him for peace. St. John showed Jesus Christ ever 
present, ever living, living all in one — an adorable truth I 
but you show your wafer divided into pieces, and then 
you eat it, calling for something to drink. . . .What would 
any man say who had never witnessed such monkey 

tricks? Did St. Paul or St. John ever eat Christ in 

that manner? and would they acknowledge such mounte- 
banks as the servants of God ? 

* Finally the practice of your mass is very contrary to 
the practice of the Holy Supper of Jesus Christ!.... 
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Certainly, there is no marvel in that, for there is nothing 
common between Christ and Belial. 

' The Holy Supper of Jesus Christ reminds us of the 
great love with which He loved us so that He washed us 
in His blood. It presents to us on the part of the' Lord 
the body and blood of His Son, in order that we should 
communicate in the sacrifice of His death, and that Jesus 
should be our everlasting food. It calls us to make prot- 
est of our faith, and of the certain confidence we have of 
being saved, Jesus having ransomed us. By giving to all 
of us only one bread it reminds us of the charity in which 
we, being all of the same spirit, ought to live. That 
Holy Supper, being thus fully understood, rejoices the 
believer's soul, in all humility, and imparts to him all 
gentle kindness and loving charity. 

* But the fruit of the mass is very different. By it the 
preaching of the Gospel is prevented. The time is occu- 
pied with bell-ringing, howling, chanting, empty cere- 
monies, candles, incense, disguises, and all manner of con- 
juration. And the poor world, looked upon as a lamb or 
as sheep, is miserably deceived, cajoled, led astray — what 
do I say ? bitten, gnawed, and devoured as if by ravening 
wolves., 

' By means of this mass they have laid hands on every- 
thing, destroyed everything, swallowed up everything. 
By its means they have disinherited princes and kings, 
lords and shopkeepers, and all whom we could name, 

dead or alive O false Avitnesses, traitors, robbers of 

the honor of God, and more hateful than the devils them- 
selves ! 

*In short, the truth chases them, the truth alarms them, 
and by truth shall their reign shortly be destroyed for 
ever.' 

Such was the proclamation posted up in Paris and all 
over France. We trace in it, we must confess, the 
coarseness of the language of the sixteenth century, and 
especially in a passage which must have greatly stirred 
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the anger of the clergy, where the placard, in speaking 
of the pope and cardinals, priests and monks, calls them 
false prophets, wolves, seducers, and gives them other 
names besides, which are rarely employed in our days 
except in the bulls of the Roman pontiffs. We discover 
in this writing the antipapistical spirit in all its unreflecting 
force. Certainly, when it says that the true Supper of 
Christ 'rejoices the believer's soul, and imparts to him 
all gentle kindness and loving charity,' we taste the 
savour of the Gospel ; but, generally speaking, this ma- 
nifesto is an engine of war with a brazen head. If we 
transport ourselves to the early days of the Reformation, 
we can understand that it was necessary to employ 
vigorous battering-rams to beat down the old and appa- 
rently unshakeable walls of popery. Every lino in this 
placard reveals to us the warm-hearted, but also impetuous 
and eloquent Farel, frank, decisive, intrepid among men, 
who had the admirable heart of the knight without 
reproach, with his thirst for danger, and was the Bayard 
of the battles of God.'* The work resembles the work- 
man. 

While conceding something to the times in which the 
placard was written and posted up, we may ask whether 
that act proceeded solely from a movement of the mind 
free from every tinge of human passion, and was one of 
the arms that the apostles would have employed. In any 
case it seems to us certain that more moderate language 
would really have been stronger, and more surely have 
attained its end. This is what the event will show. 



* Michelet, Hist, de France ; the volume entitled * La Reforme.* 
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CHAPTER X 

THE king's ANGBB. 

(Autumn 1534.) 

Thb terrible placard posted up during the nigbt i& 
Paris and over a great part of France, 'in every corner,' 
says Sturm,* produced an immense sensation. The 
people were agitated, tbe women and the weak alarmed, 
imd tbe magistrates filled with indignation, f But tbe 
adversaries of popery did not relax their blows. At al- 
most tbe same time there appeared another treatise 
* against tbe pope's traffickers and tavemers.' This 
writing, which was less evangelical, was rather in tbe 
mocking spirit of Erasmus. 'Everything must subserve 
tbe cupidity of the priests,' it said ; 'heaven, earth, and 
bell, time, all creatures animate and inanimate, wine, 
bread, and oil, flax, milk, butter, cheese, water, salt, fire, 
and fumigations. . . . From all these they knew bow to 
extract . . . silver and gold. And tbe dress of the dealer 
adds to the price of bis wares, for a mass by an abbot 
or a bishopeostsmore than one by a curate or a fnar. Like 
women of ill fame, they sell their shame all the dearer 
the gayer the ornaments they wear.'J The agitation in- 

* ^ Per univenam fere Galliam nocte in omnibas angulis affizerunt 
mambus.* — Co/rp. Ref. ii. p. 866. 

t 'Perturbatas hac re popnlns, territs mnltomm cogltationea, 
CODcitati magistratuB/ — Ibid. p. 856: 

X *Qaa quidem in re, nihil diffenint a meretricibns.' — See the 
writing. In ponlijicios mercatores et caupones, — Gerdes, ir. p. 103. 
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creased hourly ; priests and friars, scattered among the 
groups of citizens and people, fomented their anger, in- 
creased their terror, and circulated false reports. * The 
heretics,' it was said, ^ have resolved to surprise the 
catholics during divine service, and to murder men, women, 
and children without mercy.' An absurd imputation, 
invented, says a Romish historian, to make the reformers 
odious. It was believed all the same, and horrible rumors 
began shortly to circulate among the crowd. 'A fright- 
ful plot has been laid against the State and the Church. 
This placard is the signal; the heretics intend to fire the 
churches and palaces, massacre the catholics, abolish the 
monarchy, and reduce the kingdom to a desei*t • . . Death 
to the Lutherans 1 ' 

Nowhere was the fury so great as at the Sorbonne 
among the doctors : the first outbreak of their anger was 
incredibly violent. *This action,' says the chronicler, 
*led them into such fury that their former violence seemed 
tolerable. No tempest ever equaled it in severity.** 
The thunderbolt was destined, however, to be launched 
from a different quarter. 

Francis I., who was then at Blois, had for some time 
felt a certain uneasiness with regard to the Reform. 
One day in 1534, when he was complaining of the pope 
to the nuncio, and insinuating that France might easily 
imitate theexample of Henry VIII., * Frankly, sire,* replied 
the nuncio, *you will be the first to suffer; the religion of 
a people cannot be changed without their next demand- 
ing the change of the prince.* It had been no use to tell 
Francis that neither the German princes, nor Henry VIII. 
himself had been dethroned by the Reformation : the 
nuncio's words had sunk like an arrow into his heart. 

Blois was not exempt from the evangelical movement, 
and the Reform had made its way among the choristers 
of the royal chapel; it was one of these who was com- 

♦ Cretpin, MarHfrd. fol. 112 veTBo. 
6* 
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missioned to post up the placards in that city. Being of 
a daring and enthusiastic temperament, this individual re- 
solved to post the protestant manifesto in the castle itself, 
to which he had easy access.* Entering it at a favorable 
moment, he crept with his handbills as far as the king's 
chamber, and being satisfied that there were no servants 
or courtiers in the gallery, he fastened the paper to His 
Majesty's door, and then retired hastily .f This imprudent 
and guilty action, for it was disrespectful, was to be cruelly 
atoned for. 

Montmorency and the Cardinal de Toumon appeared 
in the morning before the king as was their custom. They 
had the ear of Francis I., and had long been looking for 
an opportunity to deal a desperate blow at the Reforma- 
tion. Just as these two personages were about to enter 
the king's closet, they caught sight of the placard posted 
on the door ; they stopped and read it, and taking the 
matter seriously, not without reason, they tore down the 
paper angrily, and carried it into their master.J Nothing 
in the world could excite him so much as an attack like 
that : his royal dignity was in his eyes almost as sacred 
as the Divine majesty. He trembled and turned pale ; he 
took the paper and then gave it back, and disturbed by 
such unheard-of audacity, he ordered them to read it. 

It was what Tournon wanted. He read the document 
to the king, dwelling on the most irritating passages ; but 
the prince could not hold out to the end. The insult 
offered to his person, the impression which such a public 
scandal might produce on his allies, and especially on the 
pope, the reflection that at the very moment when he was 
preparing the reconciliation of protestants and catholics, 
a few fanatics should stir up all jthe passions of the priests 
and the people, and cause his pacific designs to fail — ^all 

* Journal ^un Bcurgiois de Paris, published by Lalanne, p. 449. 

t Fontaine, Hist, CatKoliqxu, 

X 'Ante regis conclave.'— Corp. I?e/. ii. p. 866. 
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this exasperated his mind more than the attack upon the 
mass. Those who were about him took advantage of the 
opportunity, and represented the affair as one of high- 
treason. Montmorency and De Tounion drove the bolt 
deep into the king's heart. ' He burst into a transport of 
passion,' wrote Sturm to Melanchthon ; 'he was so in- 
flamed,' says the Booh of Martyrs;"^ 'he put himself in 
such A rage,' says Theodore Beza ; 'he became so hot that 
everybody trembled about him,' says the catholic Fon- 
taine. — 'Let all be seized without distinction,' he ex- 
claimed, ' who are suspected of Lutfteresy. I will exter- 
minate them all.' 

The event caused a great agitation ; nothing else was 
talked of, and every one described it in his own manner. 
'Do you know,' said some, 'that the king, in the very 
height of his passion, taking his handkerchief from his 
pocket, pulled out a placard, which fell at his feet : some 
clever fellow had slipped the copy in.' ' You may believe 
it, if you like,' says Fontaine, estimating this popular 
story at its real value. The whole household of the castle 
was immediately on the alert to discover the author of the 
misdeed, which was no hard matter. The Lutheran opin- 
ions of the chorister were known to many; he was ar- 
rested, put in chains, and sent to Paris to be tried.f 

But the king's wrath was not to be confined to this 
man. The crime had been committed everywhere, the 
punishment must be inflicted everywhere. ' Write and 
order the parliament to execute strict justice,' said the 
king ; ' and tell the lieutenant-criminal that, to encourage 
him, I increase liis salary by six hundred livres a year for 
life.J Let inquisition, be made forthwith through all the 
realm for the people who are such enemies of God.* 

The parliament, had not waited for the king's orders. 

* Crespin^s Martyrologie, 

t Journal tTun Bourgeois de Paris, p. 440. 

t Fontaine, Hist, Caih, Journal 4^un SoHrgeoi4 de Paris, p. 452* 



108 THX BEFORMATIOK IN EUBOPB. BOOK. IT, 

On the morrow of the &moas day, the 26th October, the 
chief president, Pierre Lizet, convened all the chambers, 
and the crowded court, being moved and indignant,' or- 
dered a minute search and processions to be made. The 
trumpets sounded, the people assembled, and an officer 
of the parliament proclaimed: 'Whosoever shall give in- 
formation as to the person or persons who stuck up the 
said placards, he shall receive from the court a reward of 
one hundred crowns ; and all who conceal them shall be 
burnt.'* 

All this while the evangelical christians, and especially 
those who had set fire to the mine, alarmed at the terrible 
explosion it had made, remained hidden and silent in 
their houses. They knew Moidn's skill in discovering his 
victims and inventing tortures ; a dark future saddened 
their countenances. Then were heard among them groans, 
and regrets, and mournful deliberations. 'What shall we 
do ? ' they said. Take flight ! — What ! leave home, and 
family, and country without knowing where to go ? . . . 
How gloomy the future I But is it not better to lose all 
than to lose your life ? . . . Such were the heart-rending 
conversations held almost everywhere.! Fathers and 
wives and children conjured with tears those whom they 
loved to get out of the way of the king's anger. Some of 
them, indeed, did leave their homes by night and flee.J 
Many of those who had not posted the placards, but who 
were known by the frank confession of their faith, thought 
that the danger could not concern them. . . . The unhappy 
people hesitated and delayed, and many of them paid 
dearly for their imprudent 8ecurity.§ 



* Crespin, Martyrol, fol. 112 verso. 

t Crespin, Martyrol. folio 112 verso. 

t * Quidam mature sibi consulentes aufugerunt/ — Corp, Hef, ii 
p. 856. 

^ Qui ad Be ea pericula spectare non putabant, qui non oontami' 
iiatl erant eo seelere, 1^ etiam in partem pcdnarum veniunt.* — ^Ibid. 
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The lieutenant-criminal, a gieat opponent of the reli- 
gions movement, and a man of very dissolute life, of rare 
audacity in catching criminals, and remarkable subtlety 
in entrapping them by their answers,* was meditating the 
plan of his campaign. His vanity, his greed, his hatred 
— all his passions were engaged in the business. He de- 
sired to catch all the heretics together by one cast of his 
net. But how? A bright idea struck him: by seizing 
one man, he hoped to take all the rest. ^You know that 
shop where they sell sheaths and other such articles, in 
the Ruede la Vannerie leading to the Gr^ve,' he said to 
one of his officers. ^ Go and arrest the sheath-maker and 
bring him to me.' — * Sheath-maker,* he said, ' you are one 
of the heretics, and what is worse, you are their convenery 
I know full well. It is you, do not deny it, who inform 
them of the places where their secret meetings are to be 
held. I have a wish to assemble them ; you will lead me 
to their houses.' The poor man, understanding what he 
meant, tremblingly refused to commit such treason. The 
lieutenant-criminal ordered a scaffold to be got ready. As 
soon as the officials had left the room, Moring turned to 
the sheath-maker: 'It is you that conduct the people to 
church, and it is quite fair that you should begin the 
dance.' The wretched man trembled. What a frightful 
alternative ! How could he go to those whom he was 
wont to summon to the temple of God, in order to deliver 
them to the flames ? There was a terrible struggle in his 
soul, but the feiar of God was overcome, the light of 
reason extinct, all regard for honor put aside. 'Satan 
entered into Judas,' and he sought how he could betray 
his brethren. Believing himself 'on the point of being 
burnt,' says Beza, he promised all he was asked.f 

Paris was all in commotion. The streets were hung 
with drapery, processions were made, and in order to 

* Theod. de Beze, Hist, EccUs, p. 10. 
t ThML de Bom, Hut EecUs. p. 10. 
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wipe oat the insult offered to the mass, the Corpus Domini 
was carried solemnly through every parish.* Morin took 
advantage of this agitation to conceal his proceedings. 
The treacherous sheath-maker went before him, pale and 
trembling ; sergeants followed him at a little distance, and 
this cruel company glided silently through the streets. 
The sheath-maker stopped and pointed to a door : Morin 
entered. The startled family protested their innocence in 
vain. The lieutenant ordered the poor creatures to be 
manacled, and then continued his pitiless course. ^He 
spared no house, great or small,' says the chronicler, ' not 
even the colleges of the university of Paris.' 

By degrees the news of this horrible expedition spread 
through the capital ; anguish seized not only tbe friends 
of Farel, but all who were not fanatical adherents of 
Borne, and even the mere followers of learning or of pleas- 
ure, who had no taste for the Reformation. 'Morin made 
all the city quake,' f for no one knew that he might not 
be among the niunber of the suspected. In many houses 
a look-out was kept, to observe whether the terrible troop 
was coming. Nicholas Valeton the receiver, who kept 
near the window, saw Morin approaching ; hurriedly tui*n- 
ing away, he said to his wife: 'Here he is, take the chest 
of books out of my room ... I will run and meet him ; 
I will speak to him and detain him, so as to give you 
time.' The startled young woman took the books and 
hastily thrust them into a hiding-place. 'Arrest this 
man,' said the lieutenant-criminal, immediately he saw 
Valeton; 'let him be put into close confinement.' He 
then went upstairs and searched every corner, saw the 
empty chest, but found nothing. Being impatient to in- 
terrogate his prisoner, he did not stop, but proceeded 
straight to the prison whither he had been taken. He 
could not entrap him. The receiver, being a clever man, 

♦ Journal d'un Bourgeois, p. 44. 
t Crespin, Martyrol. fol, 112. 
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eluded all his questions. The lieutenant began to grow 
nervous; thinking to himself that the receiver had in- 
fluence, and was a man likely to bear him a grudge, he 
resolved to destroy him by pi'oceeding more craftily.* 
The empty chest recurred to his mind ; it must have con- 
tained something that had been removed at his approach. 
He immediately returned to the house of the accused, and 
standing near the chest, 'said in a natural tone : ^Madame, 
your husband has confessed that he kept his books and 
secret papers in this trunk. Besides, we are agreed ; I 
desire to behave mercifully towards him ; if you give a 
certain sum of money and tell me where the books are, I 
swear to you before God that your husband shall su^r 
no prejudice.' The wife, who was ' yoimg, thoughtless,* 
and much disturbed by what had taken place, suffered 
herself to be caught by this trick. Moiin put so many 
* crafty and subtle questions,' that trusting in his promise, 
she told him everything. ' Good ! ' thought the lieutenant- 
criminal, ' he wished to hide his books from us, because 
he felt himself guilty of heresy.' Having seized them, he 
left the house, and putting the papers in a place of safety, 
went to look for other victims. 

If there was one man in Paris who could not be 
suspected of having fixed up the placards, it was the poor 
paralytic : he could hardly leave his bed. That was of 
no consequence, and Bartholomew Milon was one of the 
first towards whose house Morin turned his steps. He 
had had him in his prison before this ; * but,' says the 
JBook of Martyrs^ ' the Lord had delivered him to make 
him serve for the consolation of his people in this bitter 
season.' The lieutenant-criminal knew the shoemaker's 
shop very well; it was noted down in his books. He 
entered, like one out of his mind and foaming with rage, 
into the room where poor Berthelot was lying, ' Come, get 
up I' he cried, looking fiercely at him. Bartholomew, 'not 

* Crespin, Martyrol. fol. 113. 
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being tei rifled by the hideous face of the tyrant/ replied, 
with a sweet smile : ^ Alas! sir, it wants a greater master 
than you to make me rise.'—* Take this fellow away,' said 
the brute to his creatures, and after ordering them to 
* carry with them a piece of furniture in which the paralytic 
kept his papers, he continued his Inglorious campaign. 

The lieutenant-cnmiual now i proceeded towards the 
gate of St. Denis, to the sign .'of the JBlack Horsey and 
entered the shop of the wealthy tradesman, Dn Bourg. 
When they caught sight of him, all who had any em- 
ployment there were startled ; but although they loved 
their master well, no one stirred to defend him. The 
draper's wife, daughter of another rich tradesanan named 
Favereau, was not so tranquil : bursting into tears and 
shrieking, she conjured the cruel Morin not to take her 
husband away. Nothing could soften him, and he arrested 
Du Bourg. 'He is one of those who pasted up the papers 
at the corners of the streets,' said the lieutenant, and took 
him away^ Next came the turn of the poor bricklayer, 
Poille, who was captured in his wretched hut. 

After them many persons without distinction of rank 
or sex were shut up — those who had condemned the 
placards as well as those who had approved of them. 
Informers were not wanting; they were given a fourth 
part of the property of the accused, and accordingly these 
qtiadruplers (as they were called)* were indefatigable in 
hunting out victims; each of them could be accuser and 
witness in one. . It was a reign of terror, and all good 
people were astounded at it. 

The Sorbonne took advantage of this funous tempest 
to be avenged on Margaret and to punish her friends. 
That princess had quitted B6arn at the beginning of 
summer to be present at the marriage of her sister-in-law, 
Isabella of Navarre, with Viscount de Rohan, and had . 

♦ 'Deldtores et quadruplatores publice comparantnr.* — Storm to 
lI«lanehthon, Corp. Ref, it p. 866. 
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obtained her brother's permission for Roassel, who was 
with her, as well as Courault and Berthand, to preach in 
Paris. These moderate men were strongly opposed to 
the act accomplished in the night of the 25th October ; 
they were throWn into prison all the same. As there 
was no apprehension of offending the king's allies, many 
Germans were roughly seized , catholics as well protestants ; 
it was enough to have a transrhenane accent to be sus- 
j)ected of heresy. 

In the meantime Francis I. arriyed in Paris. Car- 
dinals, Sorbonne, Parliament, all the ardent friends of 
Roman-cathoHcism, outvied each other in zeal to confirm 
^ this wise and good prince^ * in his religion, which had 
been some^yhat shaken. They must take advantage of the 
crii»is to detach him from his alliances with the English 
and the Saxons. Now was the time for striking the blow 
and for severing these guilty ties. Cardinal de Tournon was 
particularly inde&tigable and continually calling for punish, 
ments. When Du Chatel, bishop of Tulle, declared his 
opposition to sanguinary measures : ^ Your tolerance has 
a suspicious look,' said De Tournon ; ' it is unbecoming a 
true son of the Church.' — *I am acting like a bishop,' 
answered Du Chatel, firmly, ^ and you like a hangman.' 
But nothing could check either the Cardinal or Duprat. 
They said to Francis: 'Carefully presence the honor 
which Pins II. gave our kings when he said : The kings 
of France have this peculiarity, that they preserve the 
catholic faith and the honor of churchmen; and added: 
* We prevent the spreading of a fire, by knocking down 
the houses which it has first tou<^hecl, and even the ad- 
joining ones; do likewise. Sire; order those to be exter- 
minated utterly and without reserve, who rebel against 
the Church. Kindle the fire and erect gibbets for the 
use of the Lutheran8.'f 

* Florimond B^raond. 

t Flor. Benu)]!. HisL HirU. Tii. ch. v. 
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A new act of madness (as some historians relate, but 
which we can hardly believe) inflamed the king's wrath 
still further. The very night of his arrival, we are told, 
the placards reappeared and were stuck on the gates of 
the Louvre. Nay more; it is asserted that as Francis I. 
was going to bed, he found the document under his pillow. 
The historian who records these things is very prone 
to exaggeration,* and I am inclined to think that such 
stories are mere fables invented by the enemies of the 
Reform, its friends being just then too ten'ified to show 
such boldness. 

No one was more alarmed and more agitated than 

Margaret. Nothing was more opposed to her nature^ 

than the style of the placards ; and in reality they were 

not only an attack against Bome, but a protest agiunst 

the conciliatory catholic system of the Queen of Navarre. 

Those who protested in this way bore a certain resemblance 

(not reckoning their Christianity) to a well-known character 

in literature : they condemned alike the fanatic Romanists • 

and the spiritual Catholics — 

Les UD8, parcequ'ils sont mechants et malfaisants, 
Et les autres, pour etre aux mechants complaiBantB.t 

The queen had not the slightest suspicion of the blow 
that was preparing ; and at the very moment when she 
believed the Gospel to be on the point of gaining the 
victory, everything seemed ended for it in France. Her 
brother's anger, the hard look he turned upon her, for 
perhaps the first time, alarmed this princess who had, it 
is true, a strong understanding, but also a heart easily 
moved and even timid. She shed floods of tears : she 
had no doubt that the whole affair was the result of a plot 
contrived between the Sorbonne and Cardinal de Tour- . 
non. 'My lord,' she said to the king, 'we are not sacra- 
men tarians. These infamous placards have been invented 

♦ Viirillag. 

t * The one, because they are wicked and evil-doers ; the others be- 
eaufle they gratify the wicked.'— Le Misanthrope. 
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by men who wish to make the respoiiBibiLity of their abo- 
minable manoeuvre Ml upon us.' * 

She resolved to do everything to save Roussel at least ; 
the very thought that he might be burnt terrified her. 
Why had she not left him at Pau ? Seeing the unusual 
coldness of the king, she commissioned the perfidious 
Montmorency to present her petition. ' They are occupied 
kt this moment,' she wrote to him, * with completing their 
case against Master Gerard ; I hope the king will find him 
deserving something better than the stake. . . He has 
never held an opinion tainted with heresy. I have known 
him for five years, and if I had seen anything suspicious 
in him, I should not have put up so long with such poison. 
I entreat you, fear not to speak in my behalf.' f 

Montmorency, far from being disposed to do what the 
queen asked, endeavored to ruin not only Roussel, but 
also Margaret herself; while Cardinals Duprat and De 
Tournon helped him to insinuate into the king's mind that 
his sister had some share in the matter of the placards. 
The coldness, the harshness even of Francis I. towards 
Margaret, increased daily; hearthroken, and unable to 
bear up any longer,' she left Paris hastily. 

Some went further than Duprat and De Tournon, 
and would have made their vengeance fall upon the king 
himself. The impetuous Beda, that tribune of the Sor- 
bonne, who forgot neither his exile nor his imprisonment, 
sought an opportunity of revenging himself on the prince 
who had disgraced him. He hated Francis cordially ; to 
do him an injury for the mere pleasure of doing it was his 
ambition. Not satisfied with ascribing the placards to 
Queen Margaret, he would accuse the king himself. Go- 
ing into the pulpit, he preached a sermon against that 
prince full of invective. ' If it is not the king who had 
these bills posted up,' he said, ^at least he is responsible 

* MSS. Bibl. imp. F. Supplement, Na. 188. 
t LtUres de la Reine de Navarre^ i. p. 299. 
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for tbem. The favor he showg the heretics, and his 
alliance with the King of England, are the catise^of all 
this mischief.' This time the priest was mistaken in fan- 
cying himself more powerful than the sovereign: Being 
accused befor^ the parliament of high-treason,* Beda was 
thrown into prison, condemned to do penance in front <rf 
the church of Notre Dame, and to be confined for the rest 
of his days in the abbey of St. Michael, where he died. 
Thus perished in obscurity this furious forerunner of the 
League. 

The revolutionary fury of Ae Romish champion softened 
Francis a little: finding himself accused as well as his 
sister, he recalled her to Paris. The queen, whose cour- 
age was as easily revived as it was cast down, arrived 
at the Louvre full of hope, not doubting that she would 
win over the king to the golden mean she loved so dearly. 
But she found Franciis less accessible than she hskd fan- 
cied, and still showing 'signs of his ill-humor. But this 
did not stop her : imprudent and violent men had wished 
to abolish the mass by means of a fanatical placard, she 
will try to iattaip the sa^e end by gentler and more pru- 
dent means. *• You want no church and no sacraments,' 
said the king to her, abruptly. The queen of Navarre 
replied that, on the contrary, she wanted both ; and pro- 
fiting by the opportunity for carrying out her plan, she 
represented to her brother that it was necessary to unite 
the whole of (Jnristendom into one body with the bishop 
of Rome at its head; and that for this object, the priests 
should be brought to give up voluntarily certain scholastic 
doctrines and superstitious practices which stripped the 
ritual of the Church of its primitive beauty. Then, taking 
from her pocket a paper which Leftvre had drawn up at 
her request, during her stay in the south, she presented it 
to the king : it was the confession of faith known as the 

* * Beda conjeotus est in «arcerem acGasatas criminis laessd maje- 
•tatiB.* — Cop to Buoer, 6tib Apnl, 1535. 
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Mass of Seven Points. * The priest will continue to cele- 
brate mass,' said Margaret to her brother, ' only it will 
always be & public communion; he will not uplift the host; 
it will not be adored ; priests and people will communi- 
cate under both kinds ; there will be no commemorations 
of the Virgin or of the Saints ; the communion will be 
celebrated with ordinary bread ; the priest, after breaking 
and eating, will distribute the remainder among the 
people. Further, priests will have liberty to marry.' * 
When Francis had heard the seven points of his sister's 
mass, he asked her what was left of the Roman mass ? 
Then the queen, taking him on his weak side — ^glory — 
represented to him that by means of this compromise he 
would unite all sects, md restore theXlathoHc unity which 
had been broken for so many centuries. . Wa* it not the 
greatest honor to which a prince could aspire ? 

Francis I. appeared to be shaken, but yet he saw great 
difficulties. The queen begged him to siend for Roussel 
and the two Augustine monks, Courault and Berthaud: 
* They will show yo% I have no doubt,' she said, 'that the 
thing is practicable.' The king was curious, says an his- 
torian, and accctpted the offer. The three evangelicals 
were taken from their prisotl.and conveyed to the Louvre, 
where the queen presented them to her brother. She was 
full of joy r the matter of the placards, which threatened 
to ruin everything, might possibly be the means of saving 
everything. She was deceived. When Francis talked 
with her, it was no ti*ouble to be like a kind brother with 
a sister ; but in the ptes^ice of the two friars and Roussel 
he was a master. These perscms displeased him : the zeal 
witli. which thjey pointed out the errofs and abuses of the 
mass irritated him, and he sent them back hurriedly to 
prison* Men more zealous than they were, had already 
left their, dungeons for the scaffold. 

*• Fronde Protestante, art. Marguerite. Freer, Life nf MarpueriU 
i^AngmUim&, ii. p. 142. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

EXPIATIONS AND PEOCESSIONi. 

(End of 1534 and Beginning of 1535.) 

An expiation was required for the purification of France 
— solemn ceremonies, sacrifices, and the stake. N^otbing 
must be wanting to the expiatory work. 

Du Bourg, Milon, Poille, and their friends were lying 
in prison, waiting for the day when they were to appear 
before their judges. The poor paralytic had remained as 
calm as in his father's shop : he was even calmer. For- 
merly, when friends or kindred, well accustomed to lift 
him, had taken him in their arms, he had cried out with the 
pain he felt in every limb. But now, in prison, he bore it 
all without pain, and ' the roughest handling seemed ten- 
der.' Receiving unknown strength from God, he was tran- 
quil and joyful under tribulation. That holy patience 
spread peace in the hearts of his companions in misfortune. 
* It is impossible to tell the consolation he afforded them,' 
says the chronicler. They all found themselves in a dark 
road which led to a cruel death, but this poor man walked 
before them like a torch, to guide and gladden them with 
its soft light. 

The day of trial arrived : it was the 10th of November, 
a fortnight after the placards. Seven prisoners were taken 
to the Chsitelet: entering that ancient building, where 
some remains of Caesar's walls are still to be seen, they 
appeared before the criminal chamber, and the king's ad- 
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vocate in his scarlet robe called for a severe sentence. 
The poor paralytic could not be accused of mnning abont 
the city to £istea up the handbills ; he was convicted all 
the same of having some at his Other's shop. Justice 
was at once prompt and cruel. These virtuous men were 
all comdemned to have their property confiscated, to do 
public penance, and to be burnt alive at different places, 
and on different days. The court thought that by spread- 
ing the punishments, they would extend the terror more 
widely. The sentence was confirmed by the parliament.* 
On the 13th November, three days after the sentence, 
one of the turnkeys entered the cell of the paralytic, and 
lifting him in his arms like a child, carried him to a tum- 
brU ; the procession then took its way towards the Gr^ve. 
As he passed before his father's house, Milon greeted it 
with a smile. He reached the place of execution, where 
the stake had been prepared. ^ Lower the fiames,' said 
the officer in command : ^ the sentence says he is to be 
burnt at a dowfire.^ This was a cruel prospect, still he 
uttered none but words of peace. He knew that to be- 
lieve and to suffer was the life of a christian ; but he be- 
lieved that the grace of suffering was still more excellent 
than the grace of &ith. The enemies of the Reformation, 
who surrounded the burning pile, listened to the martyr 
with surprise and respect. The evangelicals were deeply 
moved, and exclaimed : ^ Oh ! how great is the constancy 
of this witness to the Son of God, both in his life and in 

hisdeathl't 

The next day it was the turn of Du Bourg, the trades- 
man of the Rue St. Denis. The wealth he had enjoyed 
during his life, the tears of his wife, the solicitations of 
his friends, had been ineffectual to save him. He was a 
man of decided character : when he had posted up the 
placard, he had done so boldly, although he knew that the 

* Journal d^un Bourgeois^ p. 444« 
t Crespin, Martyrol* fol. 48. 
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act might cost him his life, and he stepped into the torn- 
bril with the same courage. When he arrived in fi*ont of 
Notre Dame, he was made to alight ; a taper was put 
into his hand and a cord round his neck, and he was then 
taken in front of the fountain of the Lmocents, in the Hue 
St. Denis, quite near his house — ^he might have been seen 
from the windows — ^after which his hand was cut off. 
The hand that had fixed up the terrible protest against 
Rome fell to the groimd, but the man stood firm, believ- 
ing that 4f those who do battle under earthly captains 
push forward unto the death, although thej know not 
what will be the issue, much more ought phristiania who 
are flure of victory to fight until the end.' P« Bourg was 
taken to the Halles and there burnt alive.* 

On the 18th it was Poille's tmn. That old disciple of 
Briconnet's showed as di\ich firmness as his, master had 
shown weakness. The mournful procession took its way 
towards the Faubourg St. Antoine, and halted before the 
church of St. Catherine: it was. here the stake had been 
prepared for the edification of the believer^ of that district. 
Poille got down from the cart, his features indicating 
peace and joy ; in th^ midst of the gu^rd and of the sur- 
rounding crowd, he tlyought only of bis Saviour and his 
crown. 'My Lord Jesus Christ,' he said, 'reigns in 
heaven, and I am ready to fight for him on earth unto the 
last drop of blood.' This confession of the truth at the 
moment of punishment, exasperated the exeoutioriets. 
'Wait a bit,' they said, 'we will stop your prating.' They 
sprang upon him, ap6ned his mouth, caught hold of his 
tongue and bored a hole through it; they then with refined 
cruelty, made a slit in his cheek, through which they 
drew the tongue, and fastened it with an iron pin.f Some 
cries were heard from the crowd at this horrible spec- 
tacle: they proceeded from the humbte christians who 

* Journal d'un BourgeoiSy p. 446. . 
t Cretpin, MarlyroL foL 118 Teno. 
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had come to help the poor bricklayer with their compas- 
sionate looks. Poille spoke no more, but his eyes still 
announced the peace which he enjoyed. He was burnt 
alive. 

The punishments followed one another rapidly ; many 
other sentences had been delivered. On the 19th Novem- 
ber, a printer who had reprinted Luther's works, and a 
bookseller who had sold them, were taken together to the 
Place Maubert. The poor creatures had probably only 
thought it a good speculation ; they were however burnt at 
the stake. On the 4th December a young clerk underwent 
the same punishment in front of Notre Dame. On the 
following day, a young illuminator, a native of Com- 
pi^gne, who worked in a shop near the Pont St. Michel, 
died on the pile constructed at the foot of that bridge. 
Sometimes it was deemed sufficient ' to flog the accused 
naked,' to confiscate their property and to banish them.* 
, . The terror was universal. All who had kept up any 
relations with the victims, or had occasionally frequented 
the meetings, were uneasy and troubled. There was great 
agitation in the evangelical houses: flight seemed the 
only refuge, «nd many made preparations for their de- 
parture. 

Although we have spoken of the evangelical christians, 
we have not named them all. There were some whose 
profession, without being as public as that of Du Bourg, 
De la Forge, and Milon, was yet quite as sincere ; many 
of them made themselves known at this time. Of this 
number were several nobles : the Seigneur of Roygnao 
and his wife, the Sieur of Roberval, lieutenant to the 
marshal of La Marche ; the Seigneur of Fleuri in Bri^re, 
the Damoiselle Bayard, widow of Councillor Porte — all 
took the road of exile deeply sorrowing.f Trouble and 



* Crespin, Marty ro!. fol. 113 veno. 

t Chronijve du Roi Francois I, p. 130. This mannscriptf publSshed 
by M. Guiffrej in 1860, bns described ecveral new facts. 
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alarm had penetrated even into the offices of the State : 
many government officers, Eloum du Lin, receiver to 
the parliament of Rouen, and William Gay, receiver of 
Vemay, being forced to choose between their li^dngs and 
their consciences, abandoned their posts and fled. Among 
the fugitives were many who would not have been looked 
for among the converted. Master Pierre l)uval, treasurer 
of the privy pm-se, touched by grace divine in the midst of 
the revels which came under his management, and his 
secretary, Ren^, also a convert, resolved to sacrifice those 
allurements of 4he world, which vanish with life, and fly 
from the terrible wrath of their master. Another Duval 
(John), probably of the same family as Pierre, keeper of 
the lodge in the forest of Boulogne, which served as a 
hunting rendezvous for the court, had been reached by the 
Word of God in the midst of his stags and falcons, just 
as his cook, William Deschamps, had been. In like man- 
ner, the Gospel had entered the H6tel des Finances : two 
clerks of the Treasury had begun to seek for the treasure 
in heaven; their names were Claude Berberin and Leon 
Jamet, of Sansay in Poitou. All these men disappeared 
suddenly; some lay hid in remote villages "Where they 
had friends; some went to Basle, others to Strasburg. 
Jamet, a fi-iend of Clement Marot (who has addressed to 
him four of those burlesque epistles known as coq-drC^ane^ 
and then m great vogue), went to Italy, and took refuge 
at the court of the Duchess Rene of Ferrara, who made 
him her secretary ; and Clement himself, who had already 
had more than one encounter with the law, for his hatred 

* . . . . . 

of all constraint and not for his faith, got frightened also, 
and accompanied his friend beyond thie Alps. 

Side by side with these noblemen and servants of the 
king were found more lowly men on every road in France, 
The trades connected with typogi-aphy (printers, book- 
sellers, and binders) formed the most numerous fJOhtingent 
in these bands of fugitives. TTie Reformation had gained 
oiauy followers among the masters, and their workmen, 



and it wfts suffieieiit to have printed, bonnd, ot sold any 
of Luther's works, to be burnt alive. Master Simon Du- 
bois, John Nicole, the Balafr^ (the surname alone has 
come down to us) — ^all of them printers, were iSi flight. 
Andrew Vincard, the bookseller; Cholin and Jerome 
Denis, master-binders ; and one Barbe d'Orge, furbisher 
of books to the court, had disappeared. Master gold- 
suHths, engrayers ; John Le Feuvre, a cutter of block- 
books, (he may perhaps have cut certain designs repre- 
senting Christ and Antichrist, which had been distributed 
along with the placards); a cooper, a carpenter, a shoe- 
maker ; Girard Lenet, a painter ; John Pinot, who kept 
an iiin, called the Key^ on the Gr^ve, notorious for lodging 
Lutherans; the sister of the paralytic Milon, 1*rho could 
not bear to remain in th^ city where het brother had be^i 
burnt^-all these were flying far from Paris.* 

Dauphiny was the province of France which had con- 
tributed most to the evangelical brotherhood of Boris. 
Master Thomas Berberin, Pasqualis, Francois, ^laspard 
Chamel, and a young £iar named Leys de Laval, w€re 
all from Dauphiny, and returned hastily to their pic- 
turesque home. 

Several other fugitives were monks : there were brother 
Griatian and brother Richard, both Augustines.; brother 
Nicholas Marcel, aGelestine; the preoentot Jehannet, sur- 
n&med the preacher ; and Master John ie Renti^ a secular 
priest, popularly known as the prech&ur de bracque^\ so 
called, probably, because having thrown off his sacerdotal 
gown, he preached in breeches. In this fugitive flodc there 
was one black sheep, the &mous doctor of divinity, Peter 
Caroli. The Sorbonne had "stopped his lectures at the col- 
iege-of Cambiray for having said : ' Nothing keeps us more 
from the knowledge of God than images ; iemd it is better 
to give si3q)ence to the poor than to a priest for a mass.' 

* Chronique du Roi Francois L pp. 130-182. 
t The breeches-preacher ; comp. Italian braeJie, 
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He lefk for Switzerland, where bis presence was not very 
highly appreciated. ' At that time also went out Caroli,' 
says Beza, 'carrying with him the same spirit of ambi- 
tion, of contradiction, and of lewdness ; a man whom the 
spirit of God bad not sent, but whom Satan bad brought 
to hinder the Lord's work.' 

The colleges, also, where the evangelical light was be- 
ginning to illuminate some of the masters and pupils, sup- 
plied several fugitives. Professors on whom the severity 
of parliament would have fallen, rose up, bade farewell 
to their pupils, sorrowfully went out of their studies, and 
disappeared. Master John Renault, principal of a college 
at Tourney ; Master Mederic Sevin ; Master Mathurin 
Cordier, Calvin's mentor and friend, had quitted Paris in 
haste, without taking leave of their colleagues. All 
classes of society had furnished representatives to that 
body which was hurrying from the capital along every 
road. These noble christians were often treated ignomin- 
iously in their flight : many had pity on them, but others 
insulted them. They were sometimes obliged to hide 
themselves in stables or in the woods; worn out by 
poverty and hunger, clothed in 'coarse and dirty gar- 
ments,' the better to elude their enemies ; but the peace 
of faith consoled them; they had been unwilling to deny 
Christ ; thej'' had preferred, as Calvin says, to renounce 
the life of this world to live for ever in heaven, and the 
hope of a glorious resurrection prevented them from 
feinting.* 

Margaret shed many tears in secret, and her silent sor- 
row spoke eloquently to her brother. Presently she risked 
a few prayers in behalf of her friends, Roussel, Courault, 
and Berthaud. The king was still irritated against them ; 
but the love he felt for his sister prevailed. He ordered 

* The list of those who were noted by the officers of justice as hav- 
ing fled from Pnris, of which the Bourgeois de Paris speaks in his 
Journal^ p. 446, is given more completely in the Ckroniqtu de 
FrancoU /., pp. 1S(>-132. 
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the three doctors to Le taken out of prison and put in a 
convent: the dungeon was changed to a cell, which was 
some slight relief; and a sharp reprimand was given to 
each of them. Roussel declared that he had no desire to 
break with the Church, aud retired to his abbey at Clairac.* 
The feeble Berthaud, whom the punishments had fright- 
ened, resumed his monastic dress without any reserve, 
and died in the cloister; but the aged and intrepid 
Courault remained firm. In vain did the king send him 
back to the convent ; in vain was the monk's frock put on 
him, and a chaplet in his liands ; he kept silent, but at the 
first opportunity, some days only after he had been sent 
to the cloister, he escaped, and, although almost blind, 
took the road which Farel and Calvin had already trodden, 
and reached Basle. 

This pardon, almost a disgrace to the king who granted 
it, was the only and the last expression of Francis's pity; 
after having given way to his sister, he gave way to the 
courtiers, the cardinals, the Sorbonne, and parliament. 
The king's indulgence to the three doctors served but to 
hasten the terrible persecutions that were about to begin 
in France. The people, especially at Paris, ignorant and 
superstitious, and not imagining there could be any other 
religion than that which they had been taught, were 
astonished, disturbed, and uneasy at seeing the great 
number of men and women won to the Gospel ; they were 
even touched by the serenity of the martyrs. The cluefs 
of the ultramontane party, alarmed at the agitation which 
was gradu«ally spreading all over the capital-, and desirous 
of strengthening the fliith of the masses, began to solicit 
the king very earnestly. They reminded him of the 
paper against the mass, and called for severer punish- 
ment and more striking satisfaction ; they represented to 
him that ' the inhabitants of Paris were much disturbed 
by the multitude of those who had gone astray from the 

** Gerard as RnfoB. . .decreto regio absolntus.' — ^Cop to Bucer, 
Strasbnrg MS. 
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feith.'* They seemed to see tbe waves of Luther's doo- 
4Fiiie impetuously advaucing from Gejrmany^ and on the 
peint) of bpeakiBg over Fyanee. At all risks a dyke must 
be raised up suiHieient to stop them. 'Sire,' they said, 
* tranfimit faithfully to your successors that glorious title 
of eldest sob of the Chijirch which you have received from 
your Ibre&thers. , . .You know how greedy the French 
mind is fov novelties^f and where may that lead us ... . 
Give a public proof of your attachment to the faith.' 
FraBcis had not forgotten the placard fastened by night 
to the door of his chamber, and that evangelical re- 
monstrance seemed in his eyes a scandalous libel aimed 
at his majesty. Let there be more burnings then .... 
But it is desirable that they should be accompanied with 
unusual pomp. By a royal law and constitution, it was 
ordere4 that they should pray to the Almighty for the 
destruction of heresy, and to that end there should be a 
solemn procession and an expiatory sacrifice. Francis in- 
tended to (jrown it with acts of barbarity. 

All Paris was astir : the streets were hung with drap- 
ery, rgwsoirsj were erected, the most magnificent dresses 
were preparing in the palace, and the victims in the dun- 
geons wei'e counted. Francis had many motives for giv- 
ing a grand spectacle and accompanying it with bloody 
intei'ludes; public policy was not without a share in 
them. Ho wished to silence the evil tongues that were 
raving about his friendly relations with Henry VIH. and 
the good grace with which he had received the ambassa- 
dor from the Grand Turk ; he wished to draw down the 
blessings of heaven upon his arms ; he wished to show 
that If he protected sound learning, he despised fanatical 

* Chronique du Roi Francois I. p. 113. 

t * Quam aTido novitatis ingeiiio esseot GalU.' — Flor. Remond, 
HUL Hiris.il ^. 229. 

t TlieM t^w temporary altars «et up in the streets, and at which 
the prop^sslQii of t)i,e Qorpi^i (IhrisU ha^^s * to repose th^ Holy Saora- 
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writiflgg, and detested the anonymous libels circulated at 
the same time as the placards, the Seven AsmuUSy the 
treatise Against the pope's traffickers^ and a host of others. 
But the wi'ath that had seized, him at seeing the criminal 
handbill on his own door, particularly called for a terrible 
revenge, and that without delay. 

The 21st January, 1535, arrived. Early in the morn- 
ing a large crowd of citiziens and people from the sur- 
rounding country filled the streets ; even the roofs of the 
houses were covered with spectators. This curious and 
agitated multitude still further augmented the general 
emotion : many citizens of Paris had never seen anything 
like it before. ' There was not the smallest piece of wood 
or stone jutting from the walls that was not occupied, 
provided there was room on it for anybody, and the 
streets seemed paved with human heads.' The innumer- 
able concourse admired the tapestry with which the houses 
were hung, the repo^oirsy the pictures filled with splendid 
mysteries. The people gathered particularly before re- 
presentations of the Holy Host, of the Jew (probably the 
Wandering'Jew), 'and others of very great singularity.* 
Before the door of each house was a lighted torch, 'to 
do reverence to the blessed sacraments and the holy 

relics.' * 

The procfession began at six in the morning. First 
came all the crosses and banners of the several parishes ; 
then followed the citizens, two and two, each with a 
torch, and the four mendicant orders, with the priests 
and canons of the city. Never had so many relics been 
seen before. It was not only living men who figured 
that day in the streets of the capital to do honor to the 
mass; but there were St. Philip, St. Marcsel, St. Germain, 
St Mery, St. Honore, St. Landry, St. Opportuna, St. 
Martin, St. Magloire, and many others, who, whole or in 
part, were paraded before the people. The crowd re- 

• Chronique du Rai J^rancois I. p. 114. 
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garded these ancient relics with devout admiration : 
* There 's the body of the saint !. . . .there are his shoes 
and his breeches !' 

Thus spoke the devout; but what effect did these 
superstitions produce on enlightened men ? What would 
Calvin, in particular, have said, that great friend of the 
worship in spirit and in truth paid to God alone ? He 
had left Paris some months since ; but had he been there 
still, at the moment of the procession, at De la Forge^ 
or any other house before which it passed, what would 
have been his feelings ? These we learn from one of his 
wi'itings, in which he treats of all the relics displayed at 
this time before the Parisians. Tliis is the proper mo- 
ment for showing what he thought of these pretended 
relics of saints. Irony is a weapon to be sparingly used 
in religious matters; we find it employed, however, more 
than once in the Bible, for instance where Elijah speaks 
to the prophets of Baal.* Calvin might therefore make 
use of it ; but he was not naturally given to humor, and 
a profound seriousness underiies his irony. 

The holy bodies followed each other along the streets 
of the capital. The admiration of* the citizens increased 
at every moment ; they believed, as each relic passed 
them, thet they were looking at an object unique in the 
world. ' Tlie marvel is not so great,* said Calvin subse- 
quently. ' We have not only one body of each of these 
saints, but we have several. There is one body of St. 
Matthew at Rome, a second at Padua, and a third at 
Treves. There is one of St. Lazarus at Marseille, another 
at Autun, and a third at Avallon.' f 

Soon the canons of the Holy Chapel came in sight, 
wearing their copes: no church in Christendom pos- 
sessed such treasures. ' Here is the Virgin's milk !' — ' In- 
deed,' said Calvin, ' there is not a petty town or wretched 

• 1 Kings xviii. 27. 

f CaWln, Ovusc. franc, pp. 760-751. 
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convent where they do not show ns this milk. If the 
Virgin had been nursing all her life, she wonld hardly 
have been able to supply such an abundance ! ' * 

* There is our Lord's purple robe,' said the people ; * and 
the linen cloth he tied round him at the Last Supper, and 
his swaddling clothes!' — ^'They would do better,' said 
Calvin, *to seek for Christ in his word, his sacraments, 
and spiritual graces, than in his frock, little shirt, and 
napkin.' f 

'There is the crown of thorns ! ' was soon the cry. The 
sensation produced by this venerated object was all the 
greater, and the struggles of the people to get near it all 
the stronger, because it had never before been seen in the 
processions. — 'It is no rarity,' said Calvin. 'There are 
two of these crowns at Home, once at Vincennts, one at 
Bourges, one at Besan9on, one at Albi, one at Toulouse, 
one at Md9on, one at Cl^ry, one at St, Flour, one at St. 
Maximin, one at Noyon, one at St. Salvador in Spain, one 
at St. Jago in Gallicia, and many others in other places be- 
sides. To make all these crowns and gather all these 
thorns, they must have cut down a whole hedge.' J 

'Here comes the true cross ! ' Again there was a rush- 
ing and shouting, citizens and strangers crushing one 
another. — ^'It is not the only one,' said the reformer, 
'there is no petty town or paltry church wh^e they do 
not show you pieces; and if all were collected together, 
there would be a load for a great barge, and three hun- 
dred men could not carry it.'§ 

Next appeared a silver-gilt shrine, which attracted 
universal attention : it contained the relics of St. Gene- 
vieve, the patron saint of Paris; it was the last anchor in 
the midst of the tempest, and was never brought out ex- 
cept when France was in great peril. The butchers of 
Paris had offered to carry this precious amulet, and had 

* Calrin, OpuMc. franc, p. 7t5. t Ibid. pp. 727 and 736. 
X Ibid. pp. 736, 742. ^ Ibid. p. 734. 

6* 



prepared jthemselyes for it by a £>6t of severfil ^ays : they 
moved along barefoot and dressed in long shirts. Around 
this somewhat ferocious gronp there was a eontinual move- 
ment. * There she is, the holy virgin of Naoterre,' was the 
cry. *She saved our forefathers from the fury oi Attila, 
may she save us from Lut^^r's ! ' The people threw them- 
selves upon the relic: one wished tp touch it with his 
cap, another with bisi handj^erchief, a third with the tip 
of his finger, some even more daring tried to kiss it. 
Kiss the JSm^ l^t he be angry, and y$ perish from the way, 
vchen his urath i^ kindled buf a pUffs,^ 

After the relics caip^ a great ni^mber of cardinals, arch- 
bishops, ^nd bishops, with coped and mitred abbots. 
Thep, upder a magnificent canopy, the four pillars oi 
which were borne by the king^s three s(»^s and the Duke 
of Yendome, first prince of the blood, came the host .ear- 
lied by the bishop of Paris, and adorned as if it had been 
the Lord ip person. 

Then appeared Francis I., without parade, bareheaded 
and on foot, holding a lighted tappr in his hand,f like 
a penitent commissioned to expiate the sacrilege of his 
people. At each reposoir he gave hi^ taper to the Gardi- 
gial of Lorraine, joined his hands and knelt dowQ, humbr 
ling himself, no(t for his adulteries, bis lies, or his &lse 
oaths-j-Krf these he did not thinfe, — but for the audacity of 
those who did not like the mass. He was followed by 
the qi;ieen, ithe princes and princesses, the foreign ambas- 
sadors and all the court, the chancellor pf Franc^e, the 
council, the parliam^t in their scarlet ;robes, the univer- 
sity, the other corporations, and the guard. All walked 
two and two, 'exhibiting every mark oi extraordinary 
piety.' J^ach xa^m carried a lighted torch in profound si- 
lence. Spiritual songs and funereal airs alone interrupted 
fi:om-time to time the quiet pf this gloomy and slow pro- 
cession. 

* PsaliLB n. }2. f Gamier, HUt, di France, xxir. p. £66u 
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. . .... k 

In this way it traversed the dififerent (juarters of the 
capital, followed by an immense crowd of people, aiid the 
inhabitants of each street, standing in front of their houses, 
fell on their knees as the host went by. The crowd was 
so great that bodies of archers, with white staves in their 
hands,- posted in every street, could sciircely keep open a 
passage for the procession.* 

At length they arrived at the church of Notre Dame ; 
the sacrament was placed, on the altar ; mass was sung by 
the Bishop of Paris, and all imaginable homage was paid 
to the host in order to atone for the insults oSered to it 
by the placards. From Notre Dame, the king and the 
princes returaed to the bishop's palace. 

There ar^ days of evil omen in history. There is one 
especially that it is suiBcient to name to fill the mind with 
sprrow and mourning . . . fatal date whicji solemnly inau- 
gurated in France the epoch of persecution and martyr- 
dom. On the twenty-first of January^ 1535, a king oi 
France, surrounded by his court and ministers, his par- 
liament and clergy, was about to devote to death with all 
due ceremony the humble disciples of the Gospel. What 
the Valois began, the Bourbons continued, and the most 
^lustrious of them carried out on a vast scale the system 
of gajley3 apd of burning piles. Alas! there are dates 
which coincide in a striking and pitiless manner. Four 
hundred and fifly-eight years later there was another 
twenty-first of January. The simplest, the meekest, the 
most generous of the Bourbons, condemned by misguided 
men to suffer death, ascended the scaffold erected in a 
public place in Paris ; he received the death-blow on the 
twenty-first of January^ 1793. Wo do not presume to 
explain history ; we do not say that the innocent Louis 
XVI. paid the penalty of his predecessor's crimes, and 

* *Innumera deniquc plebis muliitudine.* — ^Flor. R^mond, Jfist, 
Hirh, i\. p. 229. See also the Journal cTun Bourgeois de Paris; 
Fontaine, Hist. Catholique ; Maimbourg, Hist, du Calvinisme ; and tbe 
Ckronvjut de Francois t, 
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that God ordained the expiation commanded by Francis 
I. to be followed by another. Bat the coincidence of these 
two dates startled us, and we could not avoid stopping 
to contemplate them with a holy fear. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

THE ELOQUENCE AND TOETUEES OP FBANCIS I. 

(21 ST JANUARY, 1535.) 

All was not over : they had had the comedy (as it ap- 
peared to some) ; they were now to have the oratorical 
address, and then the tragedy. In order to stifle the Re- 
formation, something more was wanted than relics, chant- 
ing, and Images: blood must be shed. But first of all 
there should be a speech from the throne. We do not 
doubt the sincerity of the king in his oratorical move- 
ments. The personal offence that had been done to him, 
and the obstacles raised by the placards to his political 
plans, most assuredly engrossed him more than the cause 
of Catholicism ; but all this was mixed up in his mind, 
and he was eloquent. Tlie ambassadors,* the court, the 
parliament, the Bishop of Paris attended by the most dis- 
tinguished of his clergy, the rector of the university with 
his principal doctors, the provost of the merchants, the 
sheriffs, and a great number of the leading officers and 
merchants of the city had received orders to assemble 
after dinner in the bishop's great hall. They expected a 
speech from the king, an event of no frequent occurrence 
in those times, which made them all the more impatient. 

♦ The Chronique de Francois I, p. 121» mentions among the om- 
bassadors those of the emperor, of the King of England, of Venice, 
and of other princes, lordships, cities, marquises, counts, and barona 
of Germany, Italy and elsewhere. 



CHAP. zn. THE king's SPEECH. 133 

Ere long Francis I. entered : his countenance was serious, 
sad, and even gloomy. His children, the other princes 
of the blood, the cardinals and great officers of state sur- 
rounded the throne, whence the king could be seen and 
heard by the whole assembly. He took his seat and 
said:* 'Messieurs, be not surprised if you do not see in 
my face that look which is usual to me, and that joy 
which animates me whenever I meet you. Do not man'el 
if the tricks of eloquence are foreign to my speech. I do 
not come to talk to you of myself; we have to treat this 
day of an ofifence done to the King of kings. It is proper 
that I should assume another style and language, another 
look and countenance, for I do not speak to you as a king 
and a master speaks to his subjects and his servants, but 
as being a subject and servant myself, and addressing 
those who are fellow-servants with me of our common 
King, of the Master of masters, who is God Almighty. 
What honor, what reverence, what obedience do we not 
owe to that great King ! . . . What obligations does not 
this kingdom, more than any other, owe to Him, seeing 
that for thirteen or fourteen hundred years He has main- 
tained it in peace and tranquillity with its friends, and in 
victory against its enemies ! And if, sometimes, for sins 
committed against His divine goodness. He has wished to 
visit us with punishment in temporal things. He has done 
it with so little severity, that He has never exceeded the 
chastisement which a kind and gracious father may use 
towards the faults of a humble and obedient son. But as 
for spiritual things, which touch the Holy Catholic faith, 
God has never forsaken France so far as to let her stray 
ever so little from it ; and He has shown her this favor, 
that, by common accord, she has enjoyed the privilege of 
being the, only power that has never nm'tured monsters, 

* This speech of which Theodore Bcza and Mezeray speak io their 
histories is found in the Chronique de Francois 7., published by 
Guiflfrey in 1860, and the P.egisters of the Hotel de Ville quite bear 
out the Chronique, 
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^jx^whidxj j^^ove all others, b^^ars tbepame and title of 
Most Christiaij. . . So much the more Qugjit we to feel 
grief ap4 I'legret in :^i;r het^rt^, that there shoifld be at this 
time m prance raei. sp wipked and ^retched as tp desire 
to soil that noble name,^ — ^men yho have dissemipated 
darpnable opinions, who have not only assaulted the 
things which our jgreat King desires to be honored, and 
acted so evilly that they dp not leave to others the poorer 
qf doing worse, but have all at once attacked IJim in thp 
holy sapx'ament of tjje altar. People pf low condition, and 
lesg learning, wicked blasphemers, have uped, with regard 
to thajt s^cramept, terms rejectied and ^bhorred by every 
other nation. So that pur realm, and even thi^ ^P.pd city 
of Paris, which from the time when letter^ were trans- 
ported hither from Athens, hap always shone in sound and 
holy learning, might remain scandalised, and its light be 
obscured. . . therefore we haye commanded that severe 
punish in,ent be in.flicted on the delinquents, in order that 
tbey may be an ejcample to others, and prevept thejp frojpa 
falling into the like dafpnable opinions. And we entreat 
the misguided ones to retjmi into the path of the HcAy 
Catholic faith, ip \yhich I, who am their kin^, with the 
spiritjaal prelates and temporal princes, persevere. . . Oh ! 
the crime^ tjljie blaspjaenay, the day of sorrow and dis^ace I 
Why did it ever dawn uppn us?' 

' Xbere were fe\r of all the company,' says the chronicle, 
* fropa whpse eyes the king did not draw teaps.' Afk&r a 
few minutes, silence, interrupted by the exclg.matipns and 
sighs of the assembly, the king resumed- 'It is ^t least a 
.consolation that you share my sorrow. What a dis^ace 
it will ^e if we do not extirpate these wicked creatures! . . . 
For this reason I have summoned you to beg you to put 
out of your hearts all opinions that may m.islead ypn ; 
to instruct your children and your servants in the chris- 
tian doctrine of the Catholic faith ; and if you know any 
person infected by this perverse sect, be he your parent, 
brother, cousin, <!r connection, give infoiination agajLosI 
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him. By cQQcealiag his misdeeds, yan wiU be p^rtftker^ 
of that pestilent faction.' The assembly gave numeirqus 
signs pf assent; the king saw the ^eyotion, seal, and a£> 
fecdoi^ visiblie in their faces. ^ I give thanks to Go4)' he 
resumed, ' that the greatest, the most learned, and un- 
dpi^btedly t)j^e iiaajority of my subjects, and especially in 
thi^ good city pf Paris, are full of zeal for the Catholic 
reUgipij.' Then, says the chrpnide, you-might have seen 
the ^pes of the spectatprs change in appearance, md give 
si^s of joy; aQc)amatipns preyentied the sighs, and sighs 
choked tj^e aoclaojations. ' I, warn you,' continued the 
king, ' thfit I \v'ill have the said errors expelled and driyeii 
from my kingdom, and will excuse no one.' Then he ex- 
claimed, says our historian, with extrem/e auger : ^ As true, 
Messieurs, as I ^m your king, if I knew one of my own 
limbs spotted or infected with this detestable rottenness, I 
would give it you to cut off. . . .And further, if I sayp" one 
oi jxkj children defiled by it^ J would not spare him. . . .1 
would deliver him up myself, and would sacrifice him to 
God.'* 

At these words the king stopped : he was agitated and 
wept. The spectg-tors, affected by the sight of this new 
Abraham, burst into tears. After the interruption neces- 
sarily pccasionec} by this nipving scene, Du Bellay, bishop 
QJi Pari^) and John Trpnspn, I^ord of Cou^dray pn the 
Seine and prevpst of t^ mei*chants, ^pprpached, apd 
loieeling before the ki^gj thanked him fpr his zeal-— the 
first in the name of the clergy, the pther on behalf of the 
citizens — and swore to make war against heresy. There- 
upon all the spectators exclaimed, with voices broken by 
Bobbing : ' We will live and die for the Cath<dic reKgion.' 
The author of the Chronicle qf Francis /., who was 
probably present in the assembly, dwells upon the emotion 
caused by the monarch's address : ' We may clearly show 
by this,' he says, ' that the speech of an eloquent and 

* Chromque du Rci Francoii L p. 125. 
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powerful man may lead men's hearts at his will ; for there 
was not a man in all the company, whether native or 
foreigner, who did not more than once change counten- 
ance, according to the different affections the words ex- 
pressed.'* 

Other emotions, those of anguish and terror, were next 
to be aroused. After displaying his eloquence, the king 
was about to display his cruelty. 'Francis, always in 
extremes,' says a very catholic historian,! ' did not disdain 
to pollute his eyes with a spectacle full of barbarity and 
horror.' On the road between St. Genevieve and the 
Louvre, two scaffolds had been prepared, one at the 
Marksman's Cross in the Rue St. Honor^, and the other 
at the Halles. Some of the most excellent men that 
France possessed were about to be burnt after suffering 
atrocious tortures. Altars, galleries, and inscriptions had 
been placed on the bridges and in the streets. On the 
bridge of Xotre Dame, around a fountain, surmounted by 
a large crucifix, these lines were inscribed : 

Ipai peribnot, tu autem permanebis. (Pa. cii.) 
Inimicos ejus induam confneione. (Ps. cxxxii.) 
Yidebant in quern transfixerunt. (John xix.) t 

A little farther on stood an altar with an invocation 
to the Virgin and all the saints to ^ve help, strength, 
and grace against the attacks of the enemies of the host. 
In other places were ft>ur stanzas in French, each of which 
ended witlTthis line : 

France florit sur toutes nations.^ 

The king with his family, the nobles, and the rest of the 
procession, having resumed his march, made his first halt 

* Chromque du Roi Francois L p. 126. 
t Garnier, Hist, de France^ xxiv. p. 540. 

X *They shall perish, but thou shalt endure ' — * His enemies will I 
clothe with shame.' — * They shall look on him whom they pierced.* , 
^ ' France flourishes above all nations.* 



CHAP. xn. 



THE STRAPPADO. 137 



at the Marksman's Cross. Morin, the cruel lieutenant- 
crimina^, then brought forward three evangelical chris- 
tians destined to be burnt ' to appease the wrath of God.' 
They were the excellent Valeton, receivel* of Nantes; 
Master Nicholas, clerk to the registrar of the Chlltelet, 
and another.* The people were so excited by^ the 
procession, and by the cries raised in every quarter, 
and even by the throne, against the reformers, that, when 
the martyrs appeared, they rushed furiously upon them 
to snatch them from the hangman's hands, and tear them * 
to pieces. The guard drove them back, and the disciples 
of the Gospel were preserved for a more frightful death. 
The first who came forward wa« that brave man and 
respectable Christian, Nicholas Valeton, who had always 
*kept good company.' The king had been struck with 
the circumstance of the hiding of his books, and ordered 
them to be burnt with him. Valeton stood in front of 
the pile. With a sort of refined cruelty, the wood with 
which he was to be burnt had been taken from his own 
house ; but this kind of irony did not affect him. Another 
object attracted his attention : it was a kind of gallows, 
formed of two poles, one fixed firmly in the ground, the 
other fastened to it cross- wise, one end of which was 
raised at will by means of a cord fastened to the other. 
The receiver looked calmly at this instrument of punish- 
ment, to which they were about to fasten him to make 
him soar into the air. Merely to burn these humble 
christians would have been too simple : the employihent 
of the strappado was to provide the people with a more 
varied and more diverting spectacle. The priests know- 
ing that Valeton was a man of credit, and that he was 
moreover rather a novice in heresy, desired to gain him : 
they approached him and said : ' We have the universal 
Church with us, out of it there is no salvation ; return to 
it, your feith is destroying you.' This faithful christian 

* Journal d'un Bourgeois de Paris j p. 447. 
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replied: 'I ovly believe in what the prophets and the 
apostles fpnnerly preached, an4 what all Ihe company of 
saints believed.' The attacks were renewed in. vain. ' My 
(aith has a cojafidence in God,' he said, ^ which will resist 
all the powers of hell.' The good people who were scat- 
tered among the crowd admired his firmness,* and the 
thought that he left a bereaved wife behind him pouched 
many a heart. 

The punishment began. The hangman bound his hands 
^hich he fastened to the end of the strappado; the suf. 
ferer was then raised in the air, his arms alone sus^taining 
the whole weight of his body. The pile over which he 
was suspended was thei^ ^et alight, and they proceeded 
to their cruel sport. The executiopers let the unhappy 
Valeton fall plump into the midst of the flames ; then, re* 
serving their movements, they raised the martyr into the 
air only to let him fall again into the fire.f ' Make the 
wretches feel that they are dying,' a cruel pagan emperor 
had said ; a king of France carried out his order, and en- 
joyed it with all his court, somewhat as savages do when 
they bum their prisoners. After several turns at this atro- 
cious sport had amused the king, the priests, the nobles, and 
the people, the flapaes caught hold of thq martyr from his 
feet to the cord that bound his hands, the knot was burnt, 
and this upright witness to Christ fell into the fire where 
his body was reduced to ashes. This inhuman punish- 
ment was next applied by order of the most christian 
king to the two other martyrs. When the torture had 
lasted long enough, the executioner cut the rope, if the 
fire had not consumed it, in order that the victim might 
fall at last into the flames.^* 



* Orespin, Martyrol. fol. 113 verso. 

t 'Ad macUipam alligati et iii altum suhlati, delude ii^ ig^^m « iub- 
limi dlmissi, et raisum addncti.' — Sleidanus, fol. 186. 

X ' Carnifioe demuxn absoindente funem, in subjectam flaminam 
eorruebant/ — Slcidanus, fol. 136. 
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Francis I. aiid his cqurtiers w$re n^t yet satisfied. 'To 
the Halles ! to the Halles ! ' was the cry, and a mass of 
cuvious people ru3h,e4 thither, l^np^viiptg Uiat the execu- 
tioners ha<} pjfep^re^ a second entertaiinm^nt of a sioiilar 
kind. The Ismg and his train had scarcejiy aririved, when 
they hega^ to set tl^e fri^tfal strappado in motion. A 
man knowi^ and highly ^steeiiied thronghout the quarter, 
a ricl^ iiruit-merchant of t|^e Halles,' had heen &stened to 
it, and aft^r him twq oth^r evangelical Christians were 
served in the f a^e way. Franpis and hi^ coutt witnessed 
the convn^ons of the suffercirs and conld smell the stench 
of their barning flesh. There were, no doubt, among the 
spectators many individuals i^eling for the sufierings of 
others, but, sm*prising to say, there was not a sign of 
compassion : the best of them suppressed the mpst legit- 
imate emotiqns. It was everybody's duty to think that, 
as a Jesuit says, Hhe king wished to draw down the 
blessing of heaven, by giving this signal exauiple of piety 
and zeal.* 

Francis returned satisfied to the Louvre : th^ t^ourtiers 
around him declared that the triumph of holy Church was 
for ever secured in the kingdom of France. Piit the 
people went still farther ; they displayed a cniel joy ; the 
deaths of the heretics had fufnishec^ them with an un- 
known enjoyment. .. .It was long before the thirst for 
blood then awakened in them was assuaged. They had 
just played the first act of a drama which was to be fol- 
lowed by others bloodier still, the niost notorious of w]iich 
were the massacres of St. Bartholomew, and, with a change 
of victims, the massacres of September 1792. Certain 
enraptured clerks thought that Francis L surpassed 
Charles V., and exclaimed : 

Csssar edit edieta, Rex edit ^qpplicia.t 

♦ L. P. Daniel, Hist, de France, v. p. 654. 

t * The Koiperor iwues edieto, the King puniflhea.' — Bibier, Lettres 
d'Elat, i. p. 358. 
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Francis I. and his officers felt, however, some little 
vexation: certain victims were wanting. They sought 
everywhere for nobles, professors, priests, and industrials 
suspected of protestantism, whom they could not find. 
A few days afber these executions, on the 25th January, 
the sound of the trumpet was heard in all the cross-ways, 
and the conMnon crier ' cited seventy-three Lutherans to . 
appear in person. In'default thereof, they were declaimed 
to be banished from the kingdom of France, their goods 
confiscated, and themselves condemned to be burnt.' 
These were the fugitives whom we have already pointed 
out. None of them appeared to the summons ; but one 
of them wrote to the king : * 

They call me Lutheran — a name 

I have no right to bear. 

Luther for me did not come down from heaven ; 

For me no Lnther hung upon the cross 

For all my sins ; nor was I in his name 

Baptized, but in the name of Hin^^ alone 

To whom th* eternal Father grants whatever we ask — 

The only name in heaven by which the world, 

This wicked world, salvation can attain. 

But the king was far from pardoning. Four days after 
this publication (29th January) he issued an edict, 'for 
the extirpation of the Lutheran sect which has swarmed 
and is still swarming in the realm, with orders to denounce 
its followers.'! At the same time he addressed a circular 
letter to all the parliaments, enjoining them to give ' aid 
and prisons' in order that the heresy should be promptly 
extirpated. J Lastly, the 'father of letters' issued an 
ordinance declaring the abolition of printing all over 
France under pain of the gallows.§ This savage edict 

* Clement Marot, Epitre au Rot: 

t Isambert, Ancitnnes Lois^ xii. p. 402. 

X This circular will be found in the Bulletin de la SocHtS de VHistoire 
du Protestantisme francais^ i. p. 828. 

^ Sismondi, Hisl, des Francois^ xvi. p. 455. See' also Gamier, 
Raederer, &o. 
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was not carried out : it is, however, an index of the spirit 
by which the enemies of the Keformation were animated. 

Francis L, after having thus made some excursions 
into the sphere of Charles V. — the prodamaiions^ re- 
turned into his own — the punishments. Du Bellay inter- 
ceded for the German protestants, and the king sent 
them back to their own country; but, feeling his hands 
free as regarded his own subjects,' he sent fresh victims 
to the stake. On the 15th February, Calvin's friend, the 
rich and pious trader. La Forge, about sixty years of 
age, was dragged in a tumbril to the cemetery of St. 
John. ^ He is a rich man,' said some compassionate 
spectators ; ' a good man that lias given away much in 
alms.' It did not matter: they burnt him alive. Three 
days later a goldsmith and a painter were mercifully (for 
Francis wished to see the arts flourish) stripped and 
flogged, deprived of their goods, and banished. Many 
Lutheran women were banished also. On the 26th Feb- 
ruary, a young Italian, named Loys de Medicis, perished 
in the flames at the end of St. MichaeFs bridge ; and his 
wife * died in her bed of grief at such infamy.' Shortly 
afterwards it was the turn of a scholar, a native of Gren- 
oble, who had posted up some of the placards in the 
night. On the 13th March, it was that of the chorister 
of the royal chapel, who in his rash zeal had fastened the 
protest to his Majesty's door ; he was burnt near the 
Louvre. On the 5th May, Siprocureur and a tailor were 
dragged on a hurdle to the porch of Notre Dame, whence 
they were taken in a tumbril to the pig-market ' and 
there hanged in chains,' which were not consumed so 
soon slS ropes. The same day, a shoemaker of Tournay, 
banished from that city because he belonged to the sect 
of Luther, died in a similar way, 'without repenting.' 

About the sam^ time two journeymen, natives of Tours, 
and ribbon weavers, arrived in Paris ' from Almayne,' 
bringing with them a Lutheran book. ' Landlord,' said 
one of them imprudently, ^ take care of this book while 



we go Into town, iitid do hot show it to ktybodjJ* The 
innkeeper *whose ctinosity wafe tbns arotifeed, turned the 
book round tmd round, tried to read it, and at last, un- 
able to hodd out ainy longer, went and showed it to a 
priest. The latter having opened it, exclaimeid: * It is a 
damnable book ! ' The landlord infoi-med againrt the 
travelers; Morin had the two friends arrested. . . .their 
tongues were cut out, and fhey Were burnt ' alive and 
contumacious.' * 

Paris did not enjoy alone thesie cruel ispectacles : pik^ 
Were kindled in many cities of Fraftce. A poor girl, 
M^ry Becaudelle, surnamed tbe Gaborite, had juist re- 
turned to Essarts in Vendue, lier native place, after being 
in service at Roehelle with a master who had taught bc^r 
the Gospel. A grey-friar happened to be {^reaching in 
ber little tOwii and she went to h^ar him. After the 
sermon, she said to him: * Father, you do not preach the 
Word of God,' and pointed it Out to him. Ashamed at 
being taken to tiask by a woman, the friar, who v^bs 
alone, resolved to get himself repritnaiided a second tiiiie, 
l)tit before witnesses. The plot Was arranged. The friar 
'Having insulted the doctrine ofgrace, the tejrrified Gaborite 
:i exclaimed: 'If you insult the Gospel, the wrath of God iv'ill 
be agaihst you.' She wa^ condemned-to the stake shortly 
after, ahd 'endured her punishment with siich patience as 
to cause great admiration.' -f 

About the same time two or three men were keeping 
watch, during the night, in the chapel of the Holy Oan- 
file, at Arras in Artois. There was a candid there to 
which the dcVOut used to Ang hymns, because the priests 
told them that ft had been sent from heaven iand was 
never consumed. ' That is what we will see,' said these 
evangelicals: Nicholas, surnamed the ^^enrwan, *a nian t>U 
good sense and well taught in holy learning,' Jean de 

'* Jhuiiiial d^itn Bourgeois de PatiSj p. 461. 
t Crespift, Martyrd. fol. 114. 
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Pois, and 'Stephei Bourlet. ' who Lad both received mueli 
ibstrtiction from Nicholas/ One day they took their 
station round the cindle, determined hot to fall asleep. 
The sutstitution generally effected by the adepts at 
night, while the doors Were closed, not having been made, 
oii acconnt of these inquisitive men, the perpetual candle 
came to an end and weiit out, like any other candle. Then 
Nicholas and his friends calling in ' the poor idolaters,' 
showed them tbiat t^ere was nothing left of their heaven- 
descended relic but the end of a burnt-out wick. * As 
the reward of their discovery these three christians re- 
ceived the croVh of martyrdom together.' * 

The persecution spared no one. It was often sufficient 
for 'dn eiiemy to accuse a person of having a liking for 
the Gospel, when imiriecliately the police laid their hands 
on him. This was not the king's intention : he had or- 
dereS that the judges should inquire whether ' enmity, 
pique, or revenge gave rise to false accusations;' but the 
inagistrates were hot so scrupulous. The terror was^ 
universal. *One sees nothing in Paris,' said a catholic 
6ye-wittiess, * but gibbets set up in variotls places, which 
sttfely terrify the people of the said Paris, and those of 
other places who also see gallowses and executions.' f 
Mezeray, while describing these events, says: 'But for 
ten that were put to deiath, a hundred others sprang up 
from their ashes.' J 

The enemies of the Reformation, feeling that the mo- 
ment was decisive, redoubled their efforts to destroy it. 
The iFrench, save a certain numerous class submissive to 
the clergy, were disposed to receive it. They went to 
church, indeed, but the majority of the population would 
willingly liavie embraced a religion in which the priest 
did not interpose betweien mian and God. 'Alasl' said 

* Crespin, Mariyrol, fol. 113 verao et fol. 114. 
t Chronique. du Rot Francois I. p. 129. 
t Meseray, Hisi. de France, ad ann, 1535. 
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the more fervent, 'if the king does not interfere to save 
the Church, all the wannth of the French for the catholic 
religion will soon be turned into ice.' * 

The king had a special motive in supporting popery. 
A striking transformation was going on in France as well 
as in other parts of Europe; limited monarchy was 
changing into absolute monarchy. Francis I. thought 
that men who set God above the king, and died rather 
than invert the order of these two powers, were very 
dangerous to despotism, and he swore that, though he 
courted this religion without his kingdom, he would 
crush it within. Alas! the task was but too easy. Many 
were only superficially gained. Nobles without high- 
miudedness or independence ; men of letters who jeered 
at obscurantism, but who had not tasted the Gospel ; 
ignorant and timid crowds turned their backs upon the 
Word of God when the flames of the burning piles rose 
into the air. 

Terror spread through the ranks of the friends of the 
Reformation. Sturm, who was deeply engaged with 
literature and. philosophy, broken-hearted at the sight oi 
all these woes, abandoned his labors. Manv of the mar- 
tyrs were his friends, and had eaten at his table. De- 
jected, disturbed in the midst of the lessons he gave at 
the Royal College (which the celebrated Ramus at- 
tended), having constantly before his eyes the murderous 
flames which had reduced to ashes those whom he loved, 
it seemed to him that barbarism was about to extinguish 
the torch of learning, and once more overrun society, 
hardly awakened from its long sleep. He condemned the 
placards ; in his opinion, the Reformation should make its 
way by a learned exposition of its doctrines, and not by 
attacking popular superstitions ; but at the sight of the 
punishments, he thought only of the victims. He turned 

* 'Gallonim ardorem erga catholicam religionem in glaoiem 
abitufom faieseZ—Flor. R^mond, Hist. Hiris^ li. p. 280. 
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towards Germany where he had so many friends, whwe 
there was possibly less decision than in France, but a 
deeper and more inward faith ; ho thought of Melancb- 
thon, sat down at his desk, and as if he were in the pres- 
ence of that tender-hearted man, poured all his sorrows 
into his bosom. * If the letters which I have sometimes 
written you on the affairs of this country have been 
agreeable to you,' he said, ^ if you then desired that all 
should go well for good men, — oh ! what uneasiness, 
what anxiety, must not your heart feel in this hour of 
furious tempests and extreme danger ! * We were in the 
best, the finest position, thanks to wise men ; and now 
behold us, through the advice of unskilful men, fallen 
into the greatest calamity and supreme misery. I wrote 
you last year that everything was going on well, and 
what hopes we entertained from the king's equity. We 
congratulated one another ; but alas ! extravagant men 
have deprived us of those propitious times. One night 
in the month of October, in a few moments, all over 
France, and in every corner, they posted with their own 
hands a placard concerning the ecclesiastical orders, the 
mass, and the eucharist — one would think they were re- 
hearsing a tragedyf — they carried their audacity so far 
as to fasten one even on the door of. the king's apart- 
ments, wishing by this means, as it would seem, to cause 
certain and atrocious dangers. Since that rash act, every- 
thing has been changed ; the people are troubled, the 
thoughts of many are filled with alarm, the magistrates 
are irritated, the king is excited, and frightful trials are 
going on. It must be acknowledged that these imprudent 
men, if they were not the cause, were at least the occa- 
sion of this. Only, if it were possible for the judges to 
preserve a just mean! Some, having been seized, have 

* * In turbulentiflsimia maximeque perioulosis tempestatibas.^ — 
Corp. Rcf. ii. p. 855. 

t The meanlDg of the Latin is not ycry clear : * £t tragicifl ezolama- 
tionibua.' 
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already undergone their punishment; others, promptly 
providing for their safety, have fled; innocent people 
have suffered the chastisement of the guilty. Informers 
show themselves publicly ; any one may be both accuser 
and witness.* These are not idle rumors that I write 
to you, Melanchthon ; be assured that I do not tell ypu 
all, and that in what I write I do not employ the strong 
terms that the terrible state of our affairs would require. 
Already eighteen disciples of the Gospel have been burnt, 
and the same danger threatens a still greater number. 
Every day the danger spreads wider and wider. f There 
is not a good man who does not fear the calumnies of 
informers, and is not consumed with grief at the sight of 
these horrible doings. Our adversaries reign, and with 
all the more authority, that they appear to be fighting in 
a just cause, and to quell sedition. In the midst of these 
great and numerous evils there is only one hope left — 
that the people are beginning to be disgusted with such 
cruel persecutions, and that the king blushes at last at 
having thirsted for the blood of these unfortunate men. 
The persecutors are instigated by violent hatred and not 
by justice. If the king could but know what kind of 
spirit animates these bloodthirsty men, he would no 
doubt take better advice. And yet we do not despair. 
God reigns, he will scatter all these tempests, he will 
show us the port where we can take refuge, he will give 
good men an asylum where ihey will dare speak their 
thoughts fredy.'* X 

This letter to Melanchthon is important in the history 
of the Reformation. Liberty of speech and of religious 
action is what protestantism claimed in France ; and in 
claiming these liberties for itself, it secured them for all. 

* * Cmlibet siznnl et test! et acousatori in hao oaiLsa esse licet.'— 
Corp. Rcf. ii. p. 866. 

t *8erpunt quotidie latins pericula.'— Ibid. 

X ' Qui aliquando libere quod eogitant audebunt Ucere.* — Corf, 
Ref, iL p. 857. 
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We may imagine what an impression this letter produced 
at Wittemberg. Melanchthon, who received it, and even 
Luther himself, blamed a certain excess of vivacity in the 
French reformers; but, like Sturm, they recognized in 
them disciples of the Divine Word. A few days after, 
Luther writing to his friend Link, complained of the evil 
times in which they lived, and especially of the kings. 
*With the exception of our prince (the Elector of 
Saxony),' he said, Hhere is not one whom I do not suspect. 
You may understand by this language how little love and 
zeal for the Word of God there is in this world. For the 
present, sing, I pray you, this psalm : Expectans expectavi 
Dorninum^ I waited patiently for the Lord. It is through 
glory and disgrace, through stumblings and strayings, 
through the righteous and the wicked, through devils and 
angels, that we come to Him who alone is good, alone is 
without evil.* Therefore, dear brother, I conjure you 
lend no ear to any discourse, and have no other conversa- 
tion than what you have with Him, Thei*e are many ex- 
cellent people among men, but alas I they have less pa- 
tience than stern justice. God help us!. . . .He permits 
the devil to be strong, and how weak he makes us ! God 
puts us to the proof. To trust in a man, were he even a 
prince, is not conformable with piety ; but to fear a man 
is shameful and even impious in a christian. May Christ, 
our life, our salvation, and our glory, be with you and all 
yours ! ' Luther did not name Francis I. in this letter, 
but it is well known that of all princes the king of France 
was the one in whom he had the least hope. He was not 
mistaken. 

From this time Francis I. no longer showed the same 
favor to learning, and especially to evangelical learning. 
The excommunication launched against Henry VIH., the 
schism which followed, the hope of seeing Paul IH. em- 



* * Per gloriam et ignominiam. . .perdiabolosetangelo*.* — ^Lutheri 
JSJpp. iv. p. 603. . 
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broiled Trith Charles V., and other motives besides, made 
him incline once more towards Rome. But the placards 
were the principal cause of this change. His wrath was 
unappeasable; he was determined to abolish these new 
doctrines which wei'e paraded even on the gate of his 
palace. His indignation broke out in the midst of his 
couiiiers and cardinals, bishops, and councillors of parlia- 
ment. Nay, more, he laid it even before the protestant 
princes of Germany. Writing 4o them on the 15th Feb- 
ruary, he said: 'The enemy of truth has stirred up cer- 
tain people who are not fools but madmen, and who have 
incurred the guilt of sedition and other antichristian 
actions. I am determined to crush these new doctrines ; 
and to check this disease, which leads to frightful revolts, 
from spreading further. No one has been spared what- 
ever his country or his rank.'* 

Such were the king's intentions. Protestantism, and 
with it liberty, perished in France, but God was mighty 
to raise them up again. 



CHAPTER Xm. - 

CALVIN AT STRASBUEG, WITH BBASMUS, AND AT BASLE. 

(Summer and Autumn, 1584.) 

While evangelical light seemed on the point of extinc- 
tion in France, one of her sons was going to kindle a 
torch on the banks of the Rhine, and afterwards on those 
of the Rhone, which would spread its bright rays far and 
wide. Calvin had arrived at Strasburg. He who was 
to be the true doctor of the Reformation, its great cap- 

* Rex Galliae ad prineipes protcstantium. We have only the Ger 
man translation of this lejiter. Corp, Ref, ii. p. 834. 
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tain, was theu in search of knowledge and of anns in 
order to teach and to fight : this, as we have said, was 
the principal motive that induced him to leave France. 
Like all nohle characters who have played an important 
part in history, Calvin felt his vocation. He wished to 
labor at the renewal of the Church ; and in order to d^ 
this, he must interpret Holy Scripture, and explain the 
body of christian doctrine. Hitherto he had preached 
the Gospel like an ordinary believer ; he had sown the 
Word in a few insulated fields — at Orleans, Bourges, 
Angoul^me, Noyon, and Paris ; now (without his being 
conscious of it) a wider sphere was opening before him; 
and he was going to learn the truth of Christ's declara- 
tion : the field is (he uH>rld. There was a void space in 
Christendom, and God called him to fill it. He was to 
create the new, the living theology of modern times. 
France, where scholasticism was the only theological 
science, did not sufiice him ; he was going towards Ger- 
inany and Switzerland, where the love and study of holy 
leaiiiing had arisen with power. He saw from afar the 
lights that sparkled on the banks of the Rhine, and on 
the plains of Saxony 5 and, like a traveler who catches 
sight of a beacon in the midst of the darkness, he hur- 
ried towards the places whence those distant rays reached 
his eye. A child of light, he was seeking the light. 

The free city of Strasburg possessed an intelligent 
middle-class and wise magistrates. The revival of learn- 
ing had begun there in the fifteenth century ; shortly after 
Luther had published his theses, at Wittemberg, the echo 
of the great reformer's voice was heard in that city of 
the Rhine. Elementary schools were immediately estab- 
lished ; monks who had left their convents, and priests 
who were disenchanted from their ancient superstitions, 
aided by pious and devout artizans, undertook the educa- 
tion of the children. A Latin college was founded in 
1524, where the canons of St. Thomas and other learned 
christians had begun a superior kind of instruction. The 
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D6W life then fipreading through the Church, circulated 
vigorously in Strasburg ; it fermented in a more especial 
manner in Capito, Bucer, and Hedio. They conversed 
together, communicating to each other the fiiith by which 
they were animated: it was the spring sap pushing forth 
blossoms and giving promise of fruit. Capito eloquently 
expounded the books of the Old Testament ; Bucer ex- 
plained those of the New with much wisdom; Hedio 
taught history and theology'; Caselius, Hebrew; and 
Herlin, the art of speaking. Professor John Stunn, then 
at Paris, and the friend of Melanchthon, was about to be 
put at the head of the educational work in his native 
city.* 

There was a pious man at Strasburg, whose house was 
known to all christian travelers, and especially to the 
exiles. He was Matthew Zell, pastor of the church of 
St. Lawrence. When Calvin and Du Tillet arrived in the 
capital of Alsace, they were in great distress, having 
been robbed of their money as we have seqn. In this 
imperial city with all its beautiful buildings, over which 
soars the magnificent cathedral, they knew not where to 
go. The name of Zell was familiar to Calvin, as well as 
his generous hospitality ; he knocked at his door, we are 
told, and was cordially received. Calvin and Zell were 
very different characters ; but they appreciated each other, 
and ,when the reformer was settled at Geneva, he did not 
neglect to salute Zell in his letters to Bucer.f Zell was 
a man of practical and conciliatory spirit, and did not 
trouble himself much with theological discussions; he 
cared only for his dear parishioners, and was very popu- 
lar. Bucer thought even too much so. ' Matthew alone 
has the people with him,' he said.J To this day his name 
is mentioned with affection in Alsace. 

* Schmidt, Jean Sturm^ ch. iii. 
t Calvin to Bucer, 150 et. 1541. 

X *■ Matthias qui solus adhnc populnm habet.' — Buceros Blauerero, 
18Ui Jan. 1534. 
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As early as 1521 he preacbed the Gospel at Strasbarg, 
and with such unction and zeal, that an immense crowd 
surrounded his pulpit. Being a man of generous disposi- 
tion, he boldly defended those who/Were called heretics: 
* Do you know why they are attacked ? ' he said, * because 
their enemies are afraid that the indulgences and purga- 
tory which they condemn will bring them in no more 
money.'* Prosecuted by his bishop in 1623, he defended 
hunself with spirit,! and escaped with losing his post of 
confessor to the prelate. 

Calvin and Du Tillet soon noticed his partner, Catherine 
SchuLz, daughter of a carpenter in the city, a clever, in- 
telligent, active, firm woman, who had managed to ob- 
tain the ascendant over every one, and a little too much 
so over her husband. The young reformer saw in her 
one of the types of the christian woman, who cumbereth 
herself, who receiveth the prophets honor«ibly, but who, 
while doing good, sometimes values herself more highly 
than she does others.J Catherine's soul was troubled for 
a long time ; she doubted of her salvation. At last the 
voice of Luther reached her, and brought her peace. ' He 
persuades me so thoroughly of the ineffable goodness of 
Jesus Christ,' she exclaimed, ' that I feel as if I were 
dragged from the depths of hell, and transported into the 
kingdom of heaven. Day and night I will now tread the 
path of truth.'§ 

From that hour Catherine resolutely dedicated herself 
to the practice of good works. The pastor of St. Law- 
rence often had a large number of persecuted christians 
seated round his table, and kept them in his house for 
many weeks. One night he received 150 pious men from 
a little town of Brisgau, who, having left their homes in 
the middle of the night, had arrived in great disti^ess at 

* Roehrich, Reform in ElsasSy i. p. 133. 

t ChrisUiche Verantwortung, 

X Calvini Opp, 

§ Fueslin, BeitrUge, p. 19G. Lehr, Maith. Zell, p. 67. 
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Strasburg. Catberine found means to lodge fourscore of 
them in the pa'rsonage, and for a month had fifty or sixty 
of them daily at her table. Even when her house was 
fnll, she displayed the most unceasing activity abroad. 
Caring neither for dress nor worldly recreations, the 
pkstor's wife visited the houses of the poor, nursed the 
sick, wrapped the dead in their grave-clothes, comforted 
the prisoners, and organized collections in favor of the 
refugees. She was never weary in loeU-doing. 

In the midst of her zeal, however, she took .too much 
credit to herself One day, recounting her merits, she 
said: 'I have conscientiously assisted my beloved Mat- 
thew in his ministry and in the management of his house. 
I have loved the company of the learned. I have em- 
braced the interests of the Lord's Church. Hence all the 
pastors and a great number of distinguished men testify 
their affection and respect for me.' Catherine did not 
know all that these 'distinguished men' thought of her; 
the color would have mounted to her cheeks could she 
have seen a certain letter from Bucer to Blaurer, of the 
16th November 1533, in which that celebrated Strasburg 
doctor complains of Zell's wife, ' who is so over head and 
ears in love with herself; ' or il' that letter of the 3rd of 
February 1534 had been brought to her, in which her 
husband's friend wrote of her: 'Catherine, like all of us, 
is too fond of herself.' * 

At the time of Calvin's arrival in Strasburg, Bucer was 
much tormented by Catherine's spirit of domination ; per- 
haps he should have understood that her defects were but 
the exaggeration of her good qualities. He complained of 
her influence over her husband: 'Matthew Zell is cer- 
tainly pious,' he said, 'but. . .he is ruled by his wife.'f 
Another time he said : ' He ought to preach faith more 



♦ *Qa» furit sese amando. — Etsi amat (at nos omnes) sua inapen- 
siiis.* See RoBhrich, Mittheilungcn, iii. p. 132. 
t rvvaijcoxparovjieyoi. — ^Bucerus Blaurcro^ 10 Nov. 1533. 
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fully, more earnestly, but. * .his Tsife drives him to care 
for nothing but works.' * The zealous Bucer, who was 
so often journeying to reconcile Christians and Churches, 
could not endure that Zell should think only of his parish, 
should see nothing but his dear Strasburg, and ascribed 
even that to Catherine. ' Oh,' said'he, ' if Matthew were 
but more zealous for the unity of the Church ! ' And yet 
Bucer esteemed him highly, and called him ' a God-seeking 
man,.and of upright heart.' Zell and Catherine were in 
those Reformation times a Christian pair, worthy to 
figure in history, notwithstanding their failings. Perhaps, 
however, Calvin recollected Catherine's character when 
he reckoned patience and gentleness among the foremost 
qualities he should look for in a wife, f 

Calvin already knew by reputation the eminent men 
who -were living in Strasburg. He was never tired of 
seeing and hearing them, both at their own houses and at 
Matthew Zell's. He admired in Bucer, with whom he 
had corresponded, and whom he afterwards called his 
father, J a noble heart, a peaceful spirit, a penetrating 
mind, and an untiring activity. Capito was not less at- 
tractive to him. Calvin knew that, disgusted with the 
intrigues of the court, he had left the elector of Mentz, 
and in 1532 had gone to Strasburg in search of evangelical 
liberty, and from that hour had watched with interest the 
movements of the Gospel in France. He was, therefore, 
impatient to see a man who, by the extent of his learaing 
and the nobility of his character, held the first rank in the 
learned city where he resided ; and fortunately Capito, 
who went to Wisbaden towards the end of August 1534, 
was still at Strasburg when the reformer passed through 
it. All these doctors joyfully saw France bringing her 
tribute at last to the work of christian instruction. They 

* 'Ad opera uxor eum detrnclit.' — Bucerns Blanrero, Jan. 1584 
t Letter to Farel, dated Strasburg^, May 19, 1589. 
t Letter to Bueer, Oetober 15, 1541. 

7* 
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were struck with Calvin's seriousness, with the greatness 
of his character, the depth of his thoughts, and the live- 
liness of his faith; and the young doctor, for his part, 
drank in with delight that perfume of learning and piety, 
which exhaled j&om the conversation and life of these 
men of God. 

One thing, however, checked him : in his opinion the 
Strasburg reformers observed too strict a middle path, 
and sometimes sacrificed truth to prudence. Calvin was 
troubled at this ; by not breaking completely with Rome, 
were they not preparing the way to return to it? He was 
all the more alarmed, as the young canon of Angoul^me 
had a great inclination for this middle way. Calvin, who 
would have desired to put Du Tillet in connection with 
decided reformers, saw the three doctors of Strasburg, 
and especially Bucer, holding out their hands to Melanch- 
thon to reunite popery and the Reformation. Could he 
have led him into a snare?. . .'I find learning and piety 
in Bucer and Capito,' he said one day, ' but they force me 
to desire in them firmness and constancy. We must be 
liberal^ no doubt, but not so as to spend the wealth of 
another. And what precautions ought we not to take, 
when it is a question of spending God's truth?. ; .He did 
not give it us that we should contract it in any way.' * 
True, these words are found in a document of later date ; 
but already the waveiing Du Tillet was approaching the 
gulf into which he was to fall. 

Calvin made up for his disappointments by devoting 
himself lovingly to the French refugees at Strasburg. He 
consoled them, succoured them, and gave them very trusty 
counsel.f To strengthen his exiled fellow-countrymen 
was the work of his whole life, ' We must be strangers 
in this world,' he said, ^^ even if we do not quit the nest. 

* Calvin to Bn Tillet, Leltres Francaisesy i. pp. 4, 64. See also th« 
Correspondence published for the first time by M. Orottet, p. 25. 
t Flor. Esmond, Hist. Eirh, ii. p. 272. 
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But blessed are those who, rather than fall away from the 
faith, freely forsake their homes, and leave their earthly 
comforts to dwell with Christ.' * 

Calvin did not remain long at Strasburg. Did he fear 
the influence of that city npon his friend? or did he find 
too many occupations and disturbances which prevented 
his giving all his time to the work to which he wished to 
dedicate himself? I think so, but there was something 
else. He understood that instead of receiving knowledge 
from the hand of others, he must personally work the 
mine of Scripture and dig up the precious gems that it 
contained. He wished, like the bee, to extract a store of 
the purest honey from the abundance of the flowers of the 
divine Word. He had had enough of traveling, of dis- 
agreements, of struggles, and of persecution. . .his soul 
longed for solitude and quiet study. ' O God,' said he, 
'hide me in some obscure corner, where I may at last 
enjoy the repose so long denied me.'f Calvin departed 
for Basle. 

Erasmus, as we know, had long resided in that city. 
Calvin desired to see him. He was beyond all doubt 
much more a man of compromises than Bucer ; and fi-om 
timidity, rather than principle, he inclined to the side of 
the papacy. He was, however, a great scholar ; had he 
not published the New Testament in Greek? Having left 
Basle, at the moment of the triumph of the Reformation 
there, he happened just at this time to be at Friburg in 
Brisgau, on the road from Strasburg to Switzerland. 
Could Calvin pass so near the town where he lived who 
had ^laid the egg^ of the Reformation, and not try to see 
him? A writer of the sixteenth century has given an ac- 
count of the interview between the two men who — one in 
the department of letters, the other in that of &ith — ^were 
the greatest personages of the day. 

* Calvliit Lettres Francautes^ i. p. 272, 

t * Quietd dill negata fruerer.* — Calvirt, Prof, in Ptalm, 
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Bucer desired to accompany Calvin and introduce him 
to Erasmus.* The precaution was almost necessary : the 
old doctor was ratting, wishing to die in peace with 
Rome. Paul III. had hardly been proclaimed pope, when he 
who had had kindled the fire offered his good services to 
him, in order to maintain the faith and restore peace to 
the Church.f His letter quite charmed the crafty pontiff, 
*I know,' Paul answered, *how useful your excellent 
learning, combined with your admirable eloquence, may 
be to me in rescuing many minds from these new errors.' J 
The pope even had some idea of sending Erasmus a car- 
dinal's hat. 

Calvin had not chosen his time well, yet Erasmus received 
him, though not without some little embarrassment. The 
young reformer, impatient to hear the oracle of the age, 
began to ask him numerous questions on difficult points. § 
Erasmus, fearing to commit himself, was reserved, and 
gave only vague answers. His interlocutor was not dis- 
couraged. Had not the scholar of Rotterdam said that 
the only remedy for the evils of the Church was the inter- 
vention of Christ himself? | That was precisely Calvin's 
idea, and therefore following it up, he explained his con- 
victions with considerable energy. Erasmus listened with 
astonishment. He perceived at last that the young man 
would not only go farther than himself but even than 
Luther, and would wage a merciless war against all human 
traditions. The scholar to whom the pope had offered the 
Roman purple became alarmed; he looked at Calvin with 

* ' Cum Calvinus a Bucero ad Erasmum adductus esset' — Flor Re- 
mond, Hist. HirSs, ii. p. 251. 

t *In causam eeclesise tranqxiillandfle.' — Paulus papa Erasmo; 
Erasmi Ep. p. 1539. 

t * Ad novos errores ex multorum animis abscindendofl.' — Ibid, ' 

^ *J)e intricatis aliquot religionist capitibus sermonem cum ipso 
contulit.' — ^Flor. Remond, Hist, Heris. ii. p. 251. 

il *Nec ulla superest medendi spes, nisi ChriBtus ipse vertat am- 
inos.' — Erasmi Op. 
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astonishment, pnt an end to the conversation, and ap- 
proaching Bucer, whispered in his ear : Video magnam 
pestem oriri in Evdesia contra Ecdesiam,* Erasmus 
broke m ith the French reformer as he had broken with 
the German reformer. The two visitors withdrew. We 
believe the account of this interview to be authentic, in 
opposition to Bayle who carries his sceptical spirit every- 
where. Calvin might have been proud of this opinion of 
Erasmus. His censure might appear to him praise, and 
his praise censure, as the poet says.f Luther had said : 
'O pope, I will be thy pestilence and death ! ' Calvin and 
Du Tillet arrived at Basle. 

That city possessed a university with distinguished 
scholars, good theologians, and celebrated printers ; but 
Calvin did not knock at any of their doors. In a bye- 
street there lived one Catherine Klein, a pious woman, 
who took delight in serving God, and loved to wash the 
feet of the saints, as the Gospel says. It was her house 
the young doctor sought. Coming to the banks of the 
Rhine, the two friends crossed the famous bridge which 
unites Little Basle to the old City, and knocked at this 
pious woman's door. Here Calvin found 'the obscure 
comer ' he had so longed for .J Catherine received him 
with frankness and soon learnt the worth of the man she 
had in her house. She was not one of those women who 
from vanity * toy and coquet,' to use Calvin's own words ;§ 
but of those who having the fear of God before their 
eyes, are honest and chaste in their appearance.] Dis- 
tinguished by her virtues and piety, she loved to listen 
to Calvin, and never grew weary of admiring the beauty 

* I see a great pestilence rising in the Ghnrch against the Church. 
— Flor Remond, Hist. HSr6s. ii. p. 251. * Ad Bacerum Calvinum de- 
monstrans dixisse fertur.* — Ibid. 

t Whose praise is censure and his censure praise. 

t *Ut in obsctiro aliquo angulo abditus.' — (Caly, Prof, in Psalm.) 

§ 'Mignarden'i et foIlLtrent.' 

I CalvinQSi in Timoth, I. oh. it 
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of his genius, >he holiness of his Ufe, the integrity of his 
doctrines, and the zeal with which he applied, day and 
night, to study * Calvin seemed like a lighted candle in 
her house ; and thirty years later, receiving as a lodger a 
man who was to be one of the victims of the St. Bartho- 
lomew — ^Peter Ramus — ^this estimable woman took pleas- 
ure in describing to him the reformer's mode of lifcf 
The illustrious philosopher, uniting his voice with that of 
the aged Catheiine, and standing in the very chamber 
that Calvin had occupied, apostrophized the reformer, as 
*the light of France, the light of the Christian Church 
all over the world.'J 

In the early part of his stay at Basle, Calvin appears 
to have seen nobody but his hostess and his inseparable 
friend Louis du Tillet. He avoided all acquaintanceships 
that might have led to his being recognized, and he went 
out but seldom.§ Sometimes, however, he and his friend 
would climb the hills which rise above the Rhine, and 
contemplate the magnificence of that calm and mighty 
river, whose waters are ever flowing onwards, with 
nothing to interrupt their majestic course. 

Labitur et labetnr in omne yolubilis oevuju.[l 

It was not fear of persecution that led Calvin to hide 
himself; he was in a free city. But he had need to put 
himself out of the reach of the strange winds of doctnne 
that were then rushing over the world, and of all the sen- 

* * Catherina Petita lectissima matrona sanctitate Bingnlaris ingenii 
znirifice captus/ — Ramus, Baailea, 1571. See also the Life of Peter 
Ramug, by Mr. Ch. Waddington, who was the first to direct attention 
to this interesting passage, p. 194. 

t * Turn Calvini hospita seepe ac' jucunde mihi narravit' — Ratnus^ 
Basilea, 1571. 

t * Lumen GalliiB) lamen christianaB per orbem terrarum ecdesiffi.* — 
Ibid. 

^ * Cum incognitus BasilesB latercm/ — Calv. Prof, in psalm. 

U * It flows and shall floir on for ever.' — ^Horace, Ep., bk. I. £p. ii. 
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sations of one of the most trotibled periods of history. 
He wished to withdraw himself from earthly noises, and 
hear only the voice of God and the music of heaven. 
Rapid emotions, now sorrowful, now joyful, continually 
repeated, as he had so often felt in Paris, neutralized each 
other and left nothing in his heart. He wished to fix his 
looks on high, and give the thoughts which descended to 
him from heaven the time to lay firm hold upon his mind, 
and, become transformed into a strong and unchangeable 
affection, which would become the soul of his whole life. 
He had already learnt much ; but it was not sufficient for 
him to learn, he must create : that was the vocation he 
had received fi-om his Master, and to that end he must 
concentrate all the strength of his intelligence and of his 
heart. When God desires to form the ripe ear of corn, 
he proceeds slowly and silently, but powerfully. The 
little seed is hardly thrown into the ground when the 
manifold forces of different agents combine to fecundate 
the germ. During the coolness, of the night or the heat 
of the day, the earth imparts her juices, the rain enriches 
it, and the sun warms it. . . .Such was the inner process 
then going on in the reformer. Divine and human forces 
were combining to bring to maturity all the germs of 
beauty and strength that God had deposited in his heart, 
will, and understanding, and to render his genius capable 
of undertaking and accomplishing a great work in 
the world. Calvin felt that he needed silence and con- 
centration. Destined to become . one of God's mightiest 
instruments for his age and all ages to come, it was ne- 
cessary for him to live alone with God, that he should 
have God in him, and that the divine warmth should so 
melt and purify all his natural energies, as to fit him 
for the accomplishment of his immense task. ' Ah ! ' said 
he without thinking of himself, ' God wishing to publish 
his law by Moses, led him to Sinai and took him into his 
heavenly closet.'* Many of God's ministers have, after 

* Calvin, in Maith. iv, 1. 
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Moses, been thus prepared for the work of their office. 
Luther had been carried away to the Wart burg: Basle 
was Calvin's Wartburg, still more than Angoul^me. 

He had, however, one acquaintance, or rather an in* 
timate friend in that city. This was Nicholas Cop, ex. 
rector of the university of Paris, and now a refugee at 
Basle. How could Calvin, who had been the innocent cause 
of his exile, remain long within the same walls without 
seeing him 2 While preserving his incognito with respect 
to the public, he called upon his dear fellow-soldier, and 
the latter saw that pale familiar face enter his room. The 
friends now visited each other and conversed together; 
but mystery for some time longer shrouded the person of 
the young reformer. One day, however, Calvin spoke to 
Cop of an eminent man then in Basle. This was Simon 
Grynaeus, Melanchthon's schoolfellow, who in 1529 had 
escaped with difficulty from the violent attacks of the 
papists of Spire, and had been invited to Basle to take 
Erasmus's place. ' Well versed in Latin, Greek, philoso- 
phy, and mathematics,' said Melanchthon, ' he possessed 
a mildness of temper that was never put out, and an 
almost, excessive bashfalness.' * And yet he has been 
compared * to the splendor of the sun that overpowers 
the light of the stars.' f Calvin knew Grynseus by repute ; 
he met him, and was captivated by his amiable and gentle 
disposition. Grynaaus, on his side, loved Calvin, and the 
two scholars often shut themselves up together in their 
room. * I remember well,' wrote Calvin to Grynseus in 
after years, ' how we used to talk in private on the best 
mode of interpreting Scripture.' J — ' The chief merit in an 
interpreter,' said the Basle professor, ' is an easy brevity 
without obscurity.' It is the rule Calvin followed. At 



* * Pudore pene immodico/ — Erasmi Ep, p. 1464. 
t * Soils radiantis splendor cseteronim Biderum lumen obscurat.*- 
BezsB Icones, 

% Calvin, DSdicace de VEpitre aux Jtomain^, 
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this time, under the direction of Grynsaus, he studied 
Hebrew literature more thoroughly * 

Calvin's residence at Basle soon became known, even 
to stmngers, and the unseasonable visits which interfered 
with his studies and which he so much dreaded began 
again. One day a total stranger called upon him.f He 
came (he said) on the part of one Christopher Libertet, 
sumamed Fabri, a student of Montpelier, who had quitted 
medicine for the ministry, and whom we shall meet again 
in Switzerland as Farel's fellow-laborer. ' Fabri has de- 
sired me to inform you,' said the unknown, * that he does 
not entirely approve of certain passages in your book on 
the ImmcyrtalUy of the Sotd.'* This message from a student, 
delivered by a stranger, might have offended Calvin. 
His work was a great success. The power of conviction 
stamped on it, the weight of the proofs, the force of the 
arguments drawn from Scripture, its lucidity of style, its 
richness of thought, the glow of light that shone round 
every word of the author — all these things subjugated its 
readers. But the enthusiasm of some of his friends did 
not blind the author to the imperfections of his work. 
With touching humility he answered Fabri, who had not 
long left school : ' Far from being displeased at your opi- 
nion, your simplicity and candor have delighted me 
iSuch-J My temper is not so crabbed as to refuse to others 
the liberty I en joy myself,^ You must know, then, that I 
have almost entirely re-^vritten my book.' This letter is 
signed Martinits Lucianus^ the name probably that Calvin 
went by at Basle. The date, BaHleyWth September (the 
contents show that the year must be 1534), is an important 
mark in the reformer's life. 

Visits were not the only troubles that disturbed Cal- 
vin's solitude. His incognito had hardly ceased before 

* * Sese hebraicis litteris dedit^ — Beza, Vita Calvini. , 

f 'Jam mihi a nescio qtio sermo injectus.* — Calyin to Libertot. 
% *Tantum abcst ut tuo judicio offenaus fuerim.' — Hid. 
^ * Neque enim ea est mea morositas.* — Ibid. 
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he was attacked by anxieties from every quarter. Hie 
discords which broke out in France and Switzerland filled 
him with sorrow. ' I exhort you with all my soul, you 
and the brethren, to keep the peace,' he wrote to Fabri. 
^ In order to maintain it, let us make all the greater efforts, 
the more Satan endeavors to destroy it. I have been 
filled with indignation at hearing of the new troubles 
stirred up by a man from whom I should have suspected 
nothing of the sort. He has vomited the poison with 
which he was swollen during a long period of dissimula- 
tion ; and after darting his fting, L L mn away like a 
viper.* Was this man Caroli ? — I can not say. 

In his retirement on the Wartburg, Luther had trans- 
lated the New Testament. Calvin engaged in a similar 
task at Basle. On March 27th, 1534, a translation was 
published by Pierre de Wingle at Neuch^tel : it was a 
small folio, printed in double columns, and was from the 
pen of Lef^vre of Etaples, but had undergone a revision 
with regard to certain expressions which still retained a 
Komish coloring. It would appear that this edition 
was suppressed, either because it had been made without 
resorting to the original texts, or because Wingle him- 
self was dissatisfied with it,* He was soon to publish a 
more perfect version, in which Calvin assisted while at 
Basle. We shall have occasion to speak of this in con- 
nection with Calvin's cousin, Olivetan, the principal 
translator. Another work — which was to be the great 
work of his life — soon occupied the young reformer. 

* It would seem that the only copy extant is that in the libraiy of 
Neuohatel. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

INSTrrUTES OF THE CHBISTIAK BBUGIOK. 

(WiNTEE 1534.) 

CALvnr had not been long in Basle when dreadful 
news arrived which deeply agitated the inhabitants of 
that reformed city, and especially Calvin himself. It was 
reported that in consequence of some controversial pla- 
cards which had been posted up in Paris, and through- 
out France, the king's anger had broken all bounds, that 
the evangelicals were persecuted, that the Ch4telet 
directed the inquisition. .. .and that the burning piles 
were preparing. Cop, Du Tillet, Calvin, and other re- 
fugees conversed about these mournful events. Du Tillet 
blamed the violent language of the placards; Calvin 
seems to have kept silence on this point — at least in his 
famous epistle to Francis I. he does not disavow the 
phicards, which it would have been wise to do, if he had 
decidedly blamed them. Days and weeks went by in the 
midst of continual uneasiness ; the air seemed big with 
storms, and terrible explosions from time to time startled 
every compassionate heart. 

At the end of November, Calvin heard of the succes- 
sive deaths of Berthelot, Du Bourg, Paille, and several 
others whom he had known. How often he had sat at 
Du Bourg's table, how often conversed with the poor 

cripple ! Calvin, in his emotion, was greatly surprised 

at those who could find no tears for such sorrows. ' Let 
us reject that mad philosophy,' he said in after years, 
* which would make men entirely unfeeling that they may 
be wise. The stoics must hare been void of common 
sense, when they trampled on the affections of man . . . . 
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There are fanatics even now who would like to introduce 
these dreams into the Church, who ask for a heart of iron, 
who. cannot support one little tear, and yet, if anything 
happens to them, against their will, they lament per- 
petually. . .The affections which God has placed in human 
nature are not more vicious of themselves ttiaik'He who 
gave them. Ought we not to rejoice in God's gifts? 
Why, then, should we hot be permitted to feel sorrow 
when they are taken from us? Let believers lament, 
therefore, when one of their relations or friends is taken 
away by death, and let them be sad when the Church is 
deprived of good men. Only, as we know that life is 
given us in Christ Jesus, let our sorrow be moderated 
by hope,' • 

One day, probably in December or January, Calvin saw 
an old man arrive : he was half blind, and felt Ids way as 
he walked towards him. It was Courault, who, liberated 
from prison by Margaret's influence, had escaped from 
the convent where he had been shut up. It was a great 
joy to the young doctor to see this venerable christian 
again, whose death three years later was to overwhelm 
him with such deep distress. The reftigees surrounded 
Courault, and wanted to know the terrible news from 
Paris. He had not witnessed the punishments, but he 
could describe them, and cries of sorrow rose from every 
heart. Courault was soon followed by other fugitives. 
For some weeks there was a little repose ; the sky was 
heavy and threatening, but silent. 

On a sudden the tempest burst out again, the bolts fell 
furiously and consumed many other victims. About the 
end of January 1535 the news of the martyrdoms of the 
21st of^that month reached Basle. Calvin's soul was per- 
petually agitated by these atrocious persecutions. ' Alas ! ' 
he exclaimed, * in France they are burning many faithful 



• Galyin, Actes^ viii. 2. 
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and holy people ! ' * He saw them fastened to the estrapade^ 
swinging in the air, plunged into the iiames, and then 
drawn out to be plunged into them again. . . / With what 
furious rage the enemies of God are transported,' he said ; 
* but though horrible curses and execrable reproaches are 
hurled upon the christians from every side, they continue 
to repose firmly on the grace of Jesus Christ, having con- 
fidence that they will be safe even in death.' f 

Calvin was not the only person to feel these keen emo- 
tions. ' As gibbets were set up in various parts of the 
kingdom,' says Mezeray, * and chambers ardimtes were in- 
stituted, the Lutheran preachers and those who had 
listened to them took flight, arid in a few months there 
were more than a hundred refugees who carried their 
sorrows and their complaints to the courts of the German 
princes.' J Their tales excited great indignation in Ger- 
many. True, the martyrs were often calumniated, but in 
many cities the refugees from beyond the Rhine wtre 
able to refute the fiilsehoods of their enemies. The true 
christians were not deceived, and they recognized the 
victims as their brethren;§ This was a consolation to the 
reformer, ' The news having spread to foreign nations,' 
he said, * these burnings were counted very wicked by a 
large number of Germans, and they felt great bitterness 
against the authors of such tyranny.' \ 

The 'bitterness' was still gi*eater at Basle. Among 
those who shared Calvin's sorrow was Oswald Myconius, 
the friend of Zwingle, antistes or president of the Church, 
for whom the refoi-mer entei'tained an affection that lasted 
all his life. He called him 'his very excellent, most 

m 

* Calvin, Prtface des Psaumes. 

t Calvin, Aetes^ vii. 69, 

X Mezeray, Hint, de France, ii. p. 981. The chambres ardentes were 
tribunals that pronoanced the penalty of the stake against heresy. 

§ * Grave passim apnd Germanos odiam ignes illi ezcitavenint.'— 
Calvin in Psalm. 

U Calvin, Priface aux Psaumes. 
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esteemed brother, and very respected fiiend.'* Myco« 
nias, as we have stated elsewhere, f was a distinguished 
philosopher and pupil of Erasmus and Glareanus : while 
residing at Zurich, he had taught the classics, and among 
his pupils was Thomas Plater ; but the disastrous battle 
of Cappel had made him renounce this duty. At the 
moment when Plater, outstripping the fugitives, who were 
hurrying from the fight, was about to enter the city, he en- 
countered Myconius, who was pacing backwards and for- 
wards before the gates, full of anguish at the thought of the 
dangers incurred by Zwingle, Zurich, and the Reformation. 
. . . The professor had hardly caught sight of his pupil, 
when, running up to him, he asked: ^Is Master XJlrich 
dead ? ' 'Alas ! yes,' answered Plater. Myconius, struck to 
the heart, stood motionless, and then, with profound sor- 
row, exclaimed : ' I can live at Zurich no longer.' Plater, 
who had had nothing to eat for twenty-four hours, went 
home with Myconius, who gave him food, and then sat 
down by him, silent and oppressed by the weight of his 
thoughts. At last Myconius took him into his room, and 
said to him, with consternation : ' Whei-e must I go ? ' . . . 
The pastor of St. Alban's church at Basle had also fallen 
on the mountain of Zug. ' Go to Basle, and become min- 
ister there,' said Plater.J Shortly after this the pro- 
fessor and his pupil set out on foot for Basle, where they 
arrived after many adventures and alarms. 

A few days later Myconius was called upon to preach 
the CouncU Sermon^ which was delivered at six in the 
morning. ' When I entered his room on the morning of 
the appointed day,' says Plater, 'I found him still in bed. 
"Father," said I, "get up; you have your sermon to 
preach." "What! is it to-day?" said Myconius, and 



* Letters of Calvin to Myconius^ March 14, and April 17, 1542. 
t See my History of the Reformation in the Sixteenth Century, books 
▼iii. and zi. 
t Viede Thomas Plater , pablished by M. E. Fiok, Ddotor of Laws. 
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jumped out of bed. " What shall be the subject of my 
sermon? Tell me." "I cannot." "I insist upon your 
giving me a subject." " Very well ; show whence our 
disaster proceeded, and why it was inflicted on us." 
" Jot that down upon a piece of paper." I obeyed, and 
then lent him my Testament, in which he placed the me- 
morandum I had just written. He went into the pulpit, 
and spoke eloquently before an audience of leamed men, 
attracted there by the desire to hear a man who had never 
preached before. All were filled with wonder, and after 
the sermon I heard Doctor Simon Grynaeus say to Doctor 
Sulterus (who at that time belonged to us) : " O Sulterus, 
let us pray God for this man to stay among us, for he 
may do much good." ' * 

Myconius was nominated pastor of St. Alban's, and 
was soon after called to replace CEcolampadius as presi- 
dent of the Church at Basle. He had entertained some 
illusions with regard to Francis I. A Frenchman, a strong 
partisan of that king, had perauaded him that Francis 
was not ill-disposed towards the Gospel ; that if he dis- 
sembled his sentiments, it was only because of the prelates 
of his kingdom ; and that if he once obtained the posses- 
sions in Italy which he coveted, it would be seen that he 
had not much liking either for the pjpe or the papists, f 
Myconius was struck with indignation and grief, when he 
heard of the barbarous executions with which that prince 
had feasted the eyes of the citizens of Paris. He could 
sympathize all the more with Calvin, as, although a man 
of mild and temperate disposition, he shared in the de- 
cided and energetic opinions of the author of the placards. 
' Why sew new patches on so torn a garment ? ' he said, 
speaking of popery. * We should never meet the dragon 



♦ Vie de Thomas Plater, published by E. Fick. 

t * Yidebis quid amicitiae sit remansurum oum papa et papiBtioii.* 
-^Myconius ad Bullingerum^ March I6d4. 
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but to kill him.'* A great unity of sentiment drew Calvin 
and IMyconins together in the disastrous times of which 
we are speaking. The burning stakes of Paris drove them 
farther from Rome, and bound them closer to the Gospel. 

There were minds, however, upon which persecution 
produced a very different effect. Amid all this indigna- 
tion and soi'row, Du Tillet remained shut up in himself 
and silent. The gentleness of the Word of God attracted 
him, but the bitterness of the cross temfied him. He had 
quitted everything with joy, believing that a general re- 
form of the Church would be carried out promptly ; but 
when he saw a mortal combat beginning between the 
Gospel and popery, ' he felt a deep emotion, he lost his 
rest,' as he tells us himself, 'and suffered inexpressible 
trouble and anguish of mind.' Each of the punishments 
at Paris added to the doubts and agitation of that candid 
but weak nature. He seemed to fear schism only, but the 
prospect of persecution and reproach had Some share in 
his alarm. ' He did not understand,' as Calvin says, * that 
while bearing the cross we keep Christ company, so that 
all bitterness is sweetened.' He kept himself apart, he 
passed days and nights filled with torture. ' I have been 
lonely, and without rest for the space of three years and 
a haXf^ he wrote to his old friend in 1538.f His intimacy 
with the reformer w^s changed, and three years later he 
was to cause him a sorrow as great, nay greater, no 
doubt, than that which Calvin had felt when he heard of 
the deaths of the martyrs. 

The intrigues of the agents of Francis I. began to be 
attended with success. They displayed inconceivable ac- 
tivity to mislead public opinion. They spoke, wrote, and 
distributed everywhere 'certain little books full of lies, in 
which it was said that the king had behaved harshly to 
none but rebels, who desired to disturb the State under 

* * Gtim dracoQi non aliter est coDgrediendam, nisi nt penitus oo- 
oidatur/— Ibid, in poet, epist 
t Du Tillet to Calvin, September 7, 1538. 
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the cloak of religion.' Men, and often the best of men, 
are unhappily prone to believe evil. Germany began to 
cool down ; even at Basle many people were deceived ; 
and although they did not believe all the calumnies cir- 
culated against the martyrs, the impression still remained. 
* If a few sectarians have been punished,' said many good 
men, ' they are anabaptists, who far from taking the Word 
of God for the rule of their faith, follow only their own 
corrupt imaginations, and have at bottom no other doc- 
trine but a contempt of the higher powers. We can not 
defend the cause of a handful of seditious people who 
desire to overthrow everything, even political order.' * 

Shut up with his books in the room he occupied at Ca- 
therine Klein's, Calvin thought day and night of these 
cruel accusations, and his noble soul felt indignant not 
only that the children of the heavenly Father should be 
forced to suffer atrocious punishments, but that it was at- 
tempted to defame their characters. ' These court prac- 
ticers,' he said, ' load the holy martyrs after their death 
with undeserved blame and vile calumnies, and endeavor 
to hide the disgi'ace of this shedding of innocent blood 
imder cowardly disguises. They thus put poor believers . 
to death, and no one is able to have compassion on them.' f 
The young doctor saw himself between two rivers of 
blood — that of his brethren already immolated, and that 
of other christians who would certainly be immolated in 
their turn. He had not been able to prevent the death 
of a Milon and a La Forge ; but he would at least try to 
turn away the sword that threatened other lives. 'If I do 
not oppose it righteously and to the best of my ability,' 
said Calvin, ' I shall fairly be called cowardly and dis- 
loyal on account of my silence.' He will speak, he will 
rush between the executioners and their viptims. A 

* * TurbulentoQ homines qui totnm ordincm politicum conrelle- 
lynt.* — Calvin in Psalm, See also Beza, Hisi^ eccles,^ p. 14., and Vie 
de Calvin f p. 19. 

t Calvin, Priface des Psaumcs, 
VOL. III. — 8 
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heavenly word rang through his soul: Open thy mouth 
for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to 
destruction.* He therefore formed one of those resolutions 
which, in a character sncfaashis, are unalterable. *I will 
obey Him who speaks to me from on high/ he said. 
*I will reply to the wicked tales that are circulated 
against my brethren ; and as similar cruelties may be prac- 
ticed against many other believers, I will endeavor to 
touch foreign nations with some compassion in their &vor. 
Such was the reason,' he adds, * which moved me to pub- 
lish the Instittdes of the Christian Religion? f Never had a 
noble book so noble an origin. Justin Martyr, Athena- 
goras, and Tertullian had written their Apologies by the 
light of the stakes of the second century ; Calvin wrote 
his by the light of those of the sixteenth. The publication 
of the Christian Institutes was the pitiful cry of a compas- 
rionate soul at the sight of those who were going to the 
stake. 

Calvin had long meditated the great subject which then 
absorbed him — the system of christian faith ; and his book 
was to be the finest body of doctrine ever possessed by 
the Church of Christ. During four centuries, reckoning 
from the twelfth, minds of the highest order had formu- 
lated abstract systems, in which scholastic rationalism and 
ecclesiastical authority were habitually combined; they 
had wasted their strength in running after expositions, con- 
tradictions, resolutions, and interminable pros and cons; 
theology was lost in an arid wilderness. It was about to 
come out of it in order to enter into new lands. But it 
was not a trifiing matter to make christian science pass 
from death to life, from darkness to light. It required an 
awakened conscience, a heart thirsting for righteousness, a 
high intelligence, and a powerful will boldly to break 
through all the chains,l to scatter to the winds the sen^ 



9 Proverbs xzxi. 8. f Preface dts Psaumes, 
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tenc€8 and the sums which the schoolmen had painfully 
woven out o£ traditions that were of):en impure, and to set 
np in their place the living rock of the heavenly Word on 
which the temple of God is to be built. 

Calvin was the man called to this work. Until his 
time, dogmatics, when passing from one period to another, 
had always advanced in the same direction, from abstrac- 
tion to abstraction. But suddenly the course was changed; 
Calvin refused to tread the accustomed road. Instead of 
advancing in the way of the schoolmen towards new de- 
velopements of a more refined intellectualism, he turned 
eagerly backwards, he heard the voice of conscience, he 
felt the wants of the heart, he ran whither alone they can 
be satisfied, he traversed fifteen centuries. He went to 
the gospel springs, and there collecting in a golden cup 
the pare and living waters of divine revelation^ presented 
them to the nations to quench their thirst. 
; The Reformation was not simply a change in the doc- 
trine or in the manners or in the government of the 
Church : it was a creation. The first centnry bad vnU 
nedsed the first christian creation, the fifteenth century 
witnessed the second. 

Luther, by the power of his faith, was the principal 
organ of this new creation. Freeing himself from the 
. thick darkness that had hung over manjkind for so many 
o^Qturies, he had with holy energy hurled his lightnings 
and thunderbolts in every direction around him, so that 
all the horizon was lighted up. Calvin appeared; he 
gathered up these scattered fiames, and made them into 
an immense fire ; and while the gleams of the primitive 
creation of the Church had been confined almost entirely 
within the limits of the Roman world, the fires of the new 
creation are spreading to the ends of the earth. 

Calvin retired within himself to meditate on the work 
to which God called him ; he turned a deep glance into 
those depths of Scripture which he had so often sounded. 
Holding the torch of the Spirit, he summoned befoi*e him 
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the great Persons of the christian economy, not to make 
them figure as the schoobnen had done, in a learned fenc- 
ing-match, but to elicit from them the fundamental truths 
of faith, and plant the golden columns of the temple of 
light and life. 

The Inditvtes of the Christian Religion is Calvin's gi*eat 
achievement ; it is Calvin himself, and we must therefore 
describe it. History, indeed, generally narrates the actions 
performed by the arm of the soldier or the negociations 
of the diplomatist ; but the work that Calvin then ac- 
complished, by spiritual force, far exceeds in the im- 
portance of its consequences all that has ever been done 
by the pens of the ablest statesmen or the swords of the 
bravest warriors. Let us describe therefore, this * action ' 
of a nature apart. ^ Curious minds,' as Calvin calls them, 
will perhaps pass over these pages : we regret it, but we 
must write them all the same. 

' The whole sum of wisdom,' said the great doctor of 
modern times at the beginning of his work, ' is that by 
knowing Ood^ each of us knoiivs himself also; and these 
two facts are bound to each other by so many ties, that 
it is not easy to discern which goes before and produces 
the other.' 

In fact, Calvin, when addressing man, shows him first 
of all Ood himself — wonder of wonders ! — in man. ' God,' 
says he to man, ' has stamped in you a knowledge of him- 
self, and he continually refreshes this memory in you, as 
if he poured it out drop by drop. We have a conscious^ 
ness of divinity graven so deeply on our minds ^ that we 
can not erase it. The rebellion even of the wicked bears 
testimony of this, for while combating madly to throw 
off the fear of God, that fear remains inevitably clinging 
to them, as if it were in the marrow of their bones.' But 
after ascribing to man the exquisite privilege of bearing 
the name of God within him, Calvin immediately brings 
a severe charge against the human race. ' Alas ! we shall 
hardly find one in a hundred that cherishes this divine 
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seed in his heart. Some through curiosity fly away in 
vain speculations ; others vanish in foolish supei*stitions ; 
others, Anally, deprive God of his office as judge and 
governor, shut him up idle in heaven, and thus remain 
without God in the world .... What is to be done ? Shall 
we toss and tumble continually, carried hither and thither 
by many erroneous levities ? ' * 

Calvin then takes man by the hand, and wishing him 
to know the eternal mysteries, places him before a vast 
spiritual mirror, the Holy Scriptures, where all invisible 
things appear in their living reality.^ Thus distinguishing 
himself from all the doctors of Catholicism who had 
spoken for ten centuries, he puts in the fore-front, in an 
absolute manner, the full sufficiency and sovereign author- 
ity of the Word of God. 

^ God,' said he, ^ has opened his sacred mouth, to make 
known that he is the God whom we should adore. When 
a handsome book in well-formed characters is set before 
those who have weak eyes, or before decrepit, old men, 
they can hardly read two words consecutively; but 
if they take a magnifying glass, forthwith they read 
everything distinctly. If we wish to see clearly, let us 
take Holy Scripture : without it we have but a confused 
and partial knowledge of God in our minds ; but that 
drives away all obscurity in us, and shows us clearly 
God's heart.' 

Already in the time of Calvin there were certain doc- 
tors who would strip the Bible of its inspiration and 
Christianity of its supematuralism. ' There are, I know 
full well,' he said, ' despisers, and cavillers, and mockers, 
who attack the Word, and if I had to fight out this quar- 
rel with them, it would not be difficult for me to silence 
their cackling. But in addition to all the proof that rea- 
son biings, there is one above all others. It is necessary 
that the same Spirit which has spoken by the mouth of 

* Institution, liv. i. oh. i, ii, iii» iv. 
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the prophets should enter our hearts, that he should touch 
them to the quick, and convince thera that the prophets 
have faithfully declared what had been enjoined them 
from on high.'* The testimony of the Holy Ghost — ^that 
is the proof of proofs. 

Calvin then turns to man, the self-worshiper, who puts 
himself in the place of God, and reveals to him the sin 
that is in him. ' Come down now,' he says, * come down 
and consider thyself. Learn to know this sin, derived 
from Adam and dwelling in us, like a glowing furnace, 
perpetually throwing out flames and sparks, and the fire 
of which not only burns the senses, but pollutes all that is 
most noble in our souls.' There is no means by which 
man can escape of himself from this wretchedness of his 
nature. * If thou pretendest to rise by thy own strength, 
thou standest on the end of a reed. . . .that snaps imme- 
diately.'! 

Then Calvin shows man where his salvation is to be 
found, and describes with grandeur the work of expiation. 
' While our condemnation holds us surprised, trembling, 
and startled before the judgment seat of God, the penalty 
to which we were subject has been laid on the innocent. 
All that can be imputed to us in the sight of God is trans- 
ferred upon Jesus Christ. The divine founder of the 
Kingdom has suffered in the place of the children of the 
Kingdom .... Our peace can be found only in the terrors 
and agony of Christ our Redeemer.' J 

But how does this work, accomplished out of man, act 
in man ?. . . .Such is the great question the Reformer sets 
himself.. Divine faith which lays hold of the righteous- 
ness of Christ upon the cross gives birth at the same 
moment. to the holiness of Christ in the heart, ' Man has 
no sooner embraced the atonement with a faith full of 



♦ Institution^ liv. i. ch. vi. and vii. 

t Ibid^ liv. i. ch. i. ; liv. ii. ch. ii.and iii: 

t Ibid. liv. iL ch^ xvi. and zvii. 
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confidence,' he says^ ^ than he experiences an nnalterable 
peace hi his conicience. He possesses a spirit of adoption 
which makes him call God mt/ Pather ! and which pro* 
cures hioi a sweet and joyful communion with the heavenly 
FaiJier. Immediately the least drop of faith is put into 
our souls we begin to contemplate the fece of God, kind 
and favorable to us* True, we see it from afar, but it is 
with an undoubting eye, and we know that there is no 
deception.' 

A new question is here started. The young doctor is 
asked : Is man saved by charity or without it? He makes 
answer : * There is no other faith which justifies save that 
which is united with charity ; but it is not from chari^jr 
that it derives the power to justify. Faith justifies only 
because it puts us in communication with the righteous- 
ness of Christ. Whosoever confounds the two righteous- 
nesses (that of man and that of God) hinders poor souls 
from reposing on the sole and pure mercy of God, plaits 
a crown of thorns for Jesus Christ, and turns his sacri- 
fice to ridicule.' 

Here Calvin puts forward the grand idea which char- 
acterizes the Reformation effected by his teaching; 
namely, that it ia only the new man which we should value. 
After insisting as much as any doctor on the work that 
Christ does without uSy he insists more than any on the 
work Christ must do within tis. ^ I exalt to the highest 
degree,' he says, ' the conjunction that we have with our 
Chief, — the dwelling he makes in our hearts by faith, — 
the sacred union by which we enjoy him. It is necessary 
that we should perceive in our lives a melody and har- 
mony between the righteousness of God and the obedience 
of our souls.' 

But Calvin observed that many humble, timid chris- 
tians were distressed because they experienced only a 
weak faith. These he consoles, and the images he em- 
ploys are picturesque : ' If any one, shut up in a deep 
dungeon,' he says, ' received the light of the sun obliquely 
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and partially, through a high and narrow window, he 
would not certainly have a sight of the full sun, yet he 
would not fail to receive a certain quantity of light and 
to enjoy its use. In the same way, though we are shut 
up in the prison of this earthly body, where much obscur- 
ity surrounds us on every side, if we have the least sparh 
of God's light, we are sufficiently illuminated and may 
have a firm assurance.' 

May not that flame be extinguished, ask christians 
hesitatingly. 'No,' said Calvin, *the light of faith is 
never so extinct that there does not remain some glimmer. 
The root of faith is never so torn from the heart, that it 
does not remain fastened there, although it seems to lean 
to this side or that.' ' Faith,' he exclaimed (and he had 
often felt it), 'faith is an armed man within us to resist 
the attacks of the evil one. . . .K we put faith in the front, 
she receives the blows and wards them off. She may in- 
deed be shaken, as a stalworth soldier may be compelled 
by a violent blow to step backwards. Her shield may 
receive damage so as to lose its shape, but not be pene^ 
trated ; and even in this extremity the shield deadens the 
blow, and the weapon does not pierce to the heart.' 

After consoling the timid and uplifting the wounded, 
this extraordinary man, who speaks with the firmness of 
one of the captains of the army of God, exhorts the sol- 
diers of Christ to be brave : ' When St. John promises 
the victory to our faith, he does not mean simply that it 
will be victorious in one battle, or in ten^ but in all. Be 
full of courage then. To fluctuate, to vary, to be tossed 
to and fro ; to doubt, to vacillate, to be kept in suspense, 
and finally to despair. . . .that is not having confidence. 
We must have a solid support on which we can rest. 
God has said it, that is enough. Being under the safe- 
guard of Christ, we are in no danger of perishing.' * 

* Jnstitutum, liv. iii« ch. ii ; liv. ii. ch. xii, xiz, xx ; .liv. xiii. ctu 
iii, iv, V. 
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Calvin tuning to Rome seeks for the origin of its er- 
rors and superstitions, and finds it in the pelagianism with 
which it is tainted. Grace in all its fulness, — ^grace from 
the first movement of regeneration until the final accom- 
plishment of salvation, was the keynote of all Calvin's 
theology ; and it is al^o the powerful artillery with which 
he battel's the Roman fortress. Like St. Paul in the first 
century, like St. Augustine in the fifth, Calvin is the 
Doctor of grace in the sixteenth. This is one of his essen- 
tial features. ' The will of man,' he said, ' can not of it- 
self incline to good. Such a movement, which is the be- 
ginning of our conversion to God, Scripture entirely at- 
tributes to the Holy Ghost. A doctrine not only useful, 
but sweet and savoury through the fruit it bears; for 
those who do not know themselves to be members of the 

peculiar people of God, are in a continual trembling 

No doubt the wicked find in it a matter to accuse and 
cavil at, to disparage and ridicule .... but if we fear their 
petulance, we must keep silence as to our faith, for there 
is not a single article which they do not contaminate with 
their blasphemies. Christ (he continues) wishing to de- ' 
liver us from all fear in the midst of so many deadly 
assaults, has promised that those who have been given 
him by his Father to keep, shall not perish.' * 

At this period Calvin hears a clamor raised against 
him. He is accused of maintaining that God predestines 
the wicked to evil, and he replies at once by reprobating 
such an impious doctrine. . ' These mockers jabber against 
God,' he says, ' alleging that the wicked are unjustly con- 
demned, since they execute only what God has de- ' 
termined . . . . Not so,* he exclaims; *far from havinsr 
obeyed God's command, the wicked by their lusts rebel 
against it as far as in them lies. There must be no fenc- 
ing with God ; there must be no saying, with Agamera- 



♦ Institution^ liv. ii. cli. iii ; Tiv. iii. ch. xxi, xxii, xxiii. 

8* 
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non in Homer, speaking of iwil : It is not / who am the 
cause, but Jupiter and Fate.'* 

Calvin next hastens to show the fruits of .faith: ^We 
have given the first rank to doctrine,' he said, ^but to be 
useful to us, it must penetrate into the aovl, pass into the 

manners and regulate the actions of our life Since the 

Holy Ghost consecrates us to be temples of God, we must 
take pains that the glory of God fills the temple. . . .We 
know those babblei*s who are content with having the 
gospel on their lips, whilst it ought to sink to the bottom 
of the soul, and we detest their babbling.' 

Calvin had carefully studied the condition of the Church 

during the Middle Ages : what had he found there ? 

The separation of religion and morality : a government, 
official doctrines, ceremonies, but all stiipped of moral 
life. At that time religion was a tree stretching its 
branches wide into the air, but there was no sap flowing 
through them. To restore a lively faith in religion, and 
through faith a holy morality was the reformer's aim. 
He said : ' God first impresses on our hearts the love of 
righteou>sness, to which we are not inclined by nature ; 
and then he gives us a certain rule, which does not 
permit us to go astray.' f Accordingly, a morality, un- 
known for ages, became not only in Geneva, but wherever 
Calvin's doctrine penetrated, the distinctive feature of thj3 
Reformation. 

An important thought, however, still absorbs him. He 
wishes not only to effect certain reforms in certain articles, 
but to constitute the Church. In Calvin^s estimation the 
Church is in an especial manner the whole assembly of 
the children of God ; but he acknowledges also, as having 
a right to this name, the visible assembly of those who, 
in different parts of the world, profess to worship the 
Lord : ' A great multitude, in which the children of God 
are, alas I but a handful of imknown people, like a few 

* Institution, Uv. i. ch. xyH, xviii t Ibid. Ut. iiL oh. vi. 
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grains on the threshing'Jloor under d great heap of straw* 
Our rudeness, our idleness, and the vanity of our minds 
require external helps (he added), and for that reason 
God has instituted pastors and teachers.'* 

That was a' solemn time for Calvin, when in the room 
he occupied at Catherine Klein's, he finished his Institutes* 
In after years pious christians entered her house with 
respect, and one of them, Peter Ramus, being there in 
1568, five years after the reformer's death, exclaimed with 
emotion: 'Here were kindled the torches that shed so 
great a light ! Here those illustrious Christian Institutes 
were composed ; and here Calvin gave himself up wholly 
to heavenly vigils ! ' f 

The Christian Institutes in its earliest form was a simple 
defense, explaining briefly law^ faith^ prayer^ the sacrch 
ments, christian liberty, and the nature of the Church and 
State. But the French refugees at Geneva, and even dis- 
tant protestants, continually solicited Calvin to set forth 
the whole Christian doctrine in his book ; and accordingly 
it received numerous additions.J 

The Christian Instittites are a proof that christian love 
prevailed in Calvin's mind : indeed, he wrote for the jus-* 
tification of believers, his brethren. However, by defend- 
ing the reformed, he explained and justified the Reforma- 
tion itself. What are its principles? The formative 
principle of faith and of the Church is, with him as with 

* Institutwriy liv. iv. ch. i. 

t ' Hie taDti luminis faces primum incenste, <bc.* — Ramns, Basilea, 
1571. 

t The successive additions are easily seen in the first Yolnme of 
Calvin's Works just published in Brunswick by three Strasburg 
divines, MM. Baum, Ounitz, and Reuss. We there find the different 
editions of the Institutes^ and the passages peculiar to each are 
printed in larger type. We refer to the Synopsis in six columns of 
the editions of 153b-1539-154V5-16*yM-1569, <feo. In its first form 
the Institutes consisted of six chapters only ; in the last, of eighty, 
divided into four booki9. Our selections h^ye becA iQade fpoiQ tl^e 
complete edition. 
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Luther, the sovereign Word of God ; but he asserts it 
with more decision than his predecessor. Calvin is anti- 
traditional : he will have nothing to do with host, or font, 
or festivals and other ceremonies preserved hy Luther. 
He did not reform the Church, he re-formed it; he 
created it anew. Zwingle also was scriptural, as opposed 
to tradition; yet Calvin's theology is different from his; 
that of the Zurich doctor was specially exegetic, while 
that of the Geneva doctor was specially dogmatic. K 
from the foimative principle we pass to that which theo- 
logians call the material principle, namely, that which 
distinguishes the nature and very essence of its doctrine, 
we find that it is at the heart the same in Luther and 
in Calvin — ^gratuitous salvation ; but the former, clinging 
to christian ayUhropologx/y laid down as a fundamental 
article, the justification by faith of the regenerate man ; 
whilst Calvin, clinging particularly to theology^ to the 
doctrine of God, proclaimed first of all, salvation by the 
sovereignty of divine grace. 

Calvin's polemics, in his Institutes^ are essentially posi- 
tive. Like a master in the midst of aitists, who are 
endeavoring to draw the same picture, Calvin traces his 
outline with a bold hand, distributes the light and shade, 
and succeeds in making an admirable work. And from 
that time his rivals have only to look at it, to acknowl- 
edge the imperfections of their own, with all their want 
of proportion and extravagance .... Calvin destroys what 
is ugly, but he first creates the beautiful. 

The Institutes were admired by the finest spirits of the 
age. Montluc, bishop of Valence, called Calvin the 
greatest theologian in the world. A French writer of our 
day, who does not belong to the Reform, but is a correct 
and profound thinker,* has characterized the Institutes 
* as the first work of our times which presents an orderly 
arrangement of materials with a composition thoroughly 

* M. Niaard. 
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appropriate and exact;' and has distinguished Calvin 
himself, ^ as treating in a masterly manner all the ques- 
tions of christian philosophy, and as rivaling the most 
sublime writers in his great thoughts on God, whose style 
(he adds) has been equaled, but not surpassed, by Bos- 
suet.' 



CHAPTER XV. 

CALYIN ADDRESSES THE KING AND DEPABTS FOB ITALT. 

(August 1535.) 

The object of the Christian Institutes was to make 
known to Christendom, and particularly to the protestants 
of Germany, the doctrines professed in France by the 
men whom the king was putting to death. But was that 
all he had to do? Calvin thought he saw something 
more pressing still. His representations, instead of pass- 
ing through Germany, might be addressed direct to the 
king. In his anguish and solitary meditations, he had 
often asked himself why he should not do it directly and 
publicly ? .... It was no doubt a great enterprise for a 
persecuted and almost unknown young man to address 
that powerful monarch, who was mercilessly throwing his 
best subjects into the flames. Calvin did not at first 
entertain so bold a project. Later, he said to the king : 
'I thought of nothing less than writing things to be laid 
before your Majesty.'* But the lamentable spectacle 
presented by France was night and day before his eyes. 
And knowing that the same fate was hanging over the 

* Dedication of the ImtituUi, 
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heads of all who desired no other mediator bat Chiisty 

was it light for him to be silent? 

In truth, the glare of the burring piles was reappear- 
ing in France. A pious husbandman of Bresse, ^ mudi 
exercised in the word of God,' by name John Como% 
was arrested in his native village in the month of May 
and taken to Mason. When brought before his judges, 
he spoke with such faith and courage, that they were 
astonished and confounded. Accordingly at the end of 
June, he was bound to a hurdle, dragged to the place of 
execution, and there burnt alive.* Shortly after this, one 
Dennis Brion, a man zealous for the gospel, was put to 
death during ' the great days ' of Angers, in order to ter- 
rify the crowds who flocked thither from all parts for 
these festivals.! The flames which burnt these pious con- 
fessors might perhaps shortly bum other men of God, 
whom Calvin desired to save at any cost. He therefore 
determined to write to the king, dedicating his book to 
him ... A bold step ! 

* Sire,' he said, ' you are yourself a witness by what 
false calumnies our doctrine is every where defamed. Have 
you not been told that it tends to nothing else but to ruin 
all kingdoms and governments, to disturb the peace, to 
abolish all law, to confiscate lordships and possessions, 
and, in a word, to throw everything into confusion ? And 
nevertheless you hear only the least part of these outrages. 
Horrible stories are circulated against us, for which, if 
they were true, we should richly deserve to be hanged a 
thousand times over.' 

What Calvin undertook to do was not merely to show 
that the evangelical doctrine of the Reformation has the 
right to exist side by side with the Roman Catholic doc- 
trine. This philosophical and christian stand-point was 
not that of the sixteenth century. If the evangelical doc- 
trine has a right to exist, it is (said Calvin, boldly) be- 
cause it is the truth. He desired to gain over both king 

♦ Grespin, Martyrol. fol. 116. t Drion, Hist, Chron. i. p. 26. 
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and people to those convictions, which in his opinion we 
alone capable of enlightenmg and of saving them. 

* Our defense,' he said, ' does not consist in disavowing 
our doctrine, but in maintaining it to be true. Truth de- 
prives her adversaries of the right to open their mouths 
against her. And for this reason, Sire, I pray you to ob- 
tain full information of a cause which hitherto has been 
treated with impetuous fury rather than with judicial 
gravity .... Do not think that I am striving here in my 
own private defense, in order to return to my native 
country. Verily, I bear it such human affection as is 
right, but things are now so arranged, that I am not 
greatly distressed at being kept out of it. . .No, Sire, T 
nndeitake the common cause of all believers, and even 
that of Christ himself a cause now so rent and trodden 
down in your kingdom, that it seems desperate. . . .No 
doubt, Christ's truth is not lost and scattered ; but it is 
hiddeh away and buried, as if deserving of aU ignominy. 
The poor Church is driven out by banishment, consumed 
by cruel deaths, and so terrified by threats and terrors, 
that she dares not utter a word. And yet the enemies of 
truth are not satisfied. They insist with their accustomed 
fury on beating down the wall which they have already 
shaken, and in completing the ruin they have begun.' 

Here Calvin asks if no one is taking up the defense of 
these persecuted christians. . .He looks. . .alas ! the evan- 
gelicals are silent, the que^i of Navarre scaixjely raises 
her timid voice, and diplomatists are persuading the Ger- 
mans that the evangelicals of France are fanatics and 
madmen every one trembles * Nobody,' he ex- 
claims, 'nobody comes forward to oppose this fury. If 
even any should wish to appear to favor the truth, they 
confine themselves to saying that we should in some way 
pardon the ignorance. . . .the impudence of these simple 
folks. Thus they treat God's most sure truth as impvr 
dence and ignorance. Those whom our Lord has so 
•steemed as to impart to them the secrets of his heavenly 
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wisdom, they call simple folks/ who permit themselves to 
be easily deceived, so ashamed are they of the Gospel.' 

Who then shall take the cause of truth in hand ?. . . . 

' It is your business, Sire,' said Calvin to the king, 'not 
to avert either your ears or your heart from so just a 
defense. A great matter is at stake. We have to learn 
how God's glory shall be maintained on earth, how his 
truth shall retain its honor, and how Christ's kingdom 

shall remain in its integrity A matter truly worthy of 

your ears, worthy of your government and of your royal 
throne I . . . The idea which makes a true king, as that the 
king knows himself to be a true minister of God in the 
management of his kingdom. A reign which has not God's 
glory for its aim, is not a reign but a mere brigandage.' 

Calvin had hardly spoken thus when he seemed to see 
Francis refusing to turn aside from his brilliant f^tes to 
lend his ears to the meanest of his subjects. The king 
listens to Montmorency, to Toumon .... he hastens to 
meet the Duchess d'Etampes ; he even welcomes artists 

and men of letters; but these miserable religionists 

never ! 

*Sire,' said Calvin, 'do not turn away in disdain of our 
meanness. Verily, we confess that we are poor despicable 
folks, — ^miserable sinners before God, reviled and rejected 
before men .... Nay, if you like it we are the scum of the 
earth or anything more worthless still, that can be named. 
Yes, we have nothing left in which we can glory before 
God, except his only mercy. . . .and nothing before men, 
except our weakness ! ' 

But the apologist immediately lifts up his head with 
holy pride : 

' Nevertheless,' he says, ' our doctrine 'must remain 
exalted, invincible, and far above all the power and gloiy 
of the world. For it is not ours, but that of the living 
God and his Christ, whom God has made King to rule 
from sea to sea, and from the rivers unto the ends of the 
earth, and whose raagnificence the prophets have fore- 
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told, saying that he shall overthrow kingdoms strong as 
iron and brass, and shining like silver and gold.' 

Here the advocate of his brethren hears an objection 
from their enemies. He sees them clustering round Fran- 
cis, and incessantly repeating to him that these folka^ even 
while putting forward the Word of God, are only its per- 
verse comiptors , . . .'Sire,' he continues, 'you can judge 
for yourself, by reading our confession (the InstittUes) to 
what an extent the reproach is nothing but wicked cal- 
umny and brazen impudence. What is more conformable 
with the christian faith, than to acknowledge ourselves 
stripped of all virtue to be clothed with God ? empty of all 
good to be filled with Him ? the slaves of sin to be freed 
by Him? blind, to have our sight restored by Him? lame, 
that He may make us walk ? weak, to be supported by 
Him? in a word, to put off from us all manner of glory, 

that He alone may be glorified ? Ah I we do not read 

of men being blamed for drinking too deeply at the fount- 
ain of living waters ; on the contrary, the prophet bitterly 
reproves those who have hewed out broken cisterns that 
can hold no water.' * 

Calvin even attempted — and a hopeless attempt it was 
— to touch the king's heart : ' Consider, Sire, all parts of 
our cause. We are persecuted, some of us are kept in 
prison, others are scourged, others forced to do penance, 
others banished, others escape by flight .... We are in 
tribulation, insulted, treated cruelly, looked iipon as out- 
laws, and accursed And for what ? . . . . Because we 

place our hope in the living God, and believe that life 
everlasting is to know the only true God and Jesus Chnst 
whom he hath seat? 

Calvin knew very well, however, that the victory would 
not be easy. He had seen the priests closely, in the capi- 
tal, in cities of second rank, and in the country. He fan- 
cied he could hear the cries raised by the our^s in their 
parishes, and the monks in their convents. Wishing, 

* Jeremiah, ii. 13. 
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therefore, to enlighten the king, he did so in a rather 
coarse manner, after the fashion of the times. 'Why,' he 
asked, ' do our enemies fight so stoutly and so sternly for 
the mass, purgatory, pilgrimages, and such rubhish?'. . . 
Because the belly is their God, and the kitchen their re- 
ligion. Because, although some treat themselves de- 
licately and others starve upon crusts, they all eat out of 
the same pot which, without these branches to warm them 
(the mass, purgatory, &c.) would not only grow cold, but 
freeze entirely.' 

Calvin was not ignorant however that the i«illy dan- 
gerous enemies of the Kefbriittdaii were not those priests 
and iriars whom Erasmus and so many others had often 
flagellated to the great delight of the king. He im- 
agined he saw haughty nobles, fanatical priests and doc- 
tors entering the king's closet, and pouring their pei*fidious 
accusations into his ear. 'I hear them,' he says, 'they 
call our doctrine new. . . .Verily, I have no doubt it is 
netv, so far as they are concerned, seeing that even Christ 
and his gospel are quite new to them. But he who 
knows that this preaching of St. Paul's is old, namely, 
that Christ died for our sins and vms raised again for our 
justification^ finds nothing new among us. True, it has 
long been hidden and unknown, but the crime must be 
laid to the wickedness of man ; and now that by God's 
goodness it is restored to iis, it ought at least to be re- 
ceived into its ancient authority.' 

Here the enemies persist : they claim the old doctors 
of the Church as being in their favor. This was the 
strongest argument in the eyes of Francis, who affected 
a certain respect for ancient christian literature. Calvin 
was familiar with the writings of the doctors : he had 
studied them night and day at Angoul^me, Paris, and 
Basle. 'The Fathers have been mistaken, just like other 
men,' he said, 'but these good and obedient sons (the Ro- 
mish friars) adore the errors of the Fathers, and put out of 
sight what they have said aright, as if they liad no other 
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eare but to pick out the mLbish from among the gold . . . 
And then they attack us with loud clamors as despisers 
of the Ancients. Far from despitung them, we could prove 
from their testimony the gi'eater part of what we are now 
saying* But those holy persons often differ from each 
other and sometimes contradict themselves. They ought 
not to tyrannise over us. It is Christ alone whom we 
must obey wholly and without exception. Why do not 
our adversaries take the Apostles from their Fathers, since 
it is their landmarks and theirs only that we are forbidden 
to remove ? And if they desire the landmarks of the Fa- 
thers to be obsei*ved, why do they, whenever it soks their 
pleasure, overleap them so audaciously? ' 

Further than this, Calvin makes use of these doctors ; 
he does not fear them, on the contrary, he appeals to 
them. He calls tliem all up to make them defile before 
the king and bear testimony against the doctrines of 
Home. 

^ It was a Father, Epiphanius, who said that it was a 
horrible abomination to see an image of Christ or of any 
saint in a christian temple. 

^ It was a Father, Pope Gelasins, who said that the 
substance of the bread and wine dwells in the sacrament 
of the Holy Supper, as the human nature dwells in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, united to his divine essence. 

'It was a Father, Augustine, who called it a rash theoiy 
to assert any doctrine without the clear testimony of 
Scripture. 

^ It was a Father, Paphnutius, who maintained that the 
ministers of the Church ought not to be forbidden to marry, 
and that chastity consisted in having a lawful wife. 

'It was a Father, Augustine, who contended that the 
Church ought not to be preferred to Christ, because whilst 
ecclesiastical judges, being men,, may be mistaken, Christ 
always judges righteously . . . , Ah I if I wished to reckon 
up all the points in which the Koman doctors reject the 
yoke of the Fathers, whose obedient children they call 
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themselves, months and years would pass away in reading 
the long roll And then they reprove us for going be- 
yond the ancient boundaries ! ' 

Calvin did not forget that he was speaking to a prince. 
Struck with the condition of the world at this important 
moment, when old superstition and new doubts, old disor- 
ders and new immoralities, ambitions, war, and desola^ 
tions, were all conflicting together, he called loudly for a 
remedy ; and being convinced that the Reformation alone 
could save society, he exclaimed : * Oceans of evil are del- 
ugmg the land. New plagues are ravaging the world. 
Everything is falling into ruins. We must despair of 
human affairs, or put them to rights, even if it be by vio- 
lent remedies. And yet men reject -the remedy Ah! 

God's everlasting truth alone ought to be listened to in 
God's kingdom. Against it neither proscription, nor lapse 
of years, nor ancient customs, nor any compact whatevei', 
avails anything.' 

* But the Church,' say his adversaries. * If we are not 
the Church, where was it before you ? ' 'Alas ! ' answered 
Calvin, 'how often has not the Church suffered eclipse, 
been defoimed and oppressed by wars, seditions, and he- 
resies. .. .Does not St. Hilary reprimand those who, 
blinded by an unreasoning respect, did not observe what 
sores were sometimes hidden under a fair outside. You 
seek the Church of God in the beauty of its buildings. 
But know you not that there it is that Antichrist will set 
up his throne ? Mountains, woods, and lakes, prisons, wil- 
dernesses, and caves — these are to me safer and more 
trustworthy ; for there prophesied the prophets, who had 
withdrawn to them. God, seeing that men were unwil- 
ling to obey the truth, permitted them to be buried in 
deep darkness, and the form of a true Church to be lost, 
while still preserving those who belonged to it, hidden 
and scattered here and there. K you are willing. Sire, to 
give up a part of your leisure, and to read my writings. . . 
you will see clearly that what our adversaries call a 
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Chnrch is a cmel gehenna, a slaughter-houBe of souls, a 
torch, a ruin,' 

Finally, the young doctor, knowing that the cardinals 
were continually repeating to Francis I., ' See what con- 
tentions, troubles, and disturbances the preaching of this 
doctrine has brought with it,' gave an answer to that vul- 
gar accusation which is rather striking and original : ' The 
Word of God,' he says, ' never comes forward without 
Satan's rousing himself and fighting. A few yeai*s ago, 
when everything was buried in darkness, this Lord of the 
world played witibi men as he list, and like a Sardanapalus, 
took his pastime in pesjce. What coul^ he do but sport 
and jest, seeing that he was then in tranquil possession 
of his kingdom ? But since the light shining from on 
high has chased away the darkness, the prince of this 
world has suddenly thrown off his lethargy and taken up 
arms. First, he resorted to force in order to oppress 
truth ; then, to stratagem to obscure and extinguish it. 
Oh ! what perversity to accuse the Word of God of the 
seditions stirred up against it by fools and madmen I 

' Ah ! Sire, it is not us who stir up troubles, it is those 
who resist the goodness of God. Is it likely that we, 
whose mouths have never uttered a seditious word ; whose 
lives, while we lived under your sceptre, were always 
simple and peaceful, should plot the overthrowing of king- 
doms?. . . .Now, even that we are expelled, we cease not 
to pray to God for the prosperity of your reign. 

' If there be any who, under color of the gospel, stir 
up tumults ; if there be any who wish to conceal their 
caiiial license by asserting the liberty and grace of God : 
there are laws and punishments ordained to purge these 
offences. But let not God's gospel be blasphemed by the 
evil-doings of the wicked.' 

Calvin thus brings his letter to a conclusion; 'Sire,' 
he said, ' I have set before you the iniquity of our calum- 
niators. I have desired to soften your heart, to the end 
that you would give our cause a hearing. 1 hope we shall 
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be able to regain your favor, if yon shonld be pleased to 
read without anger this confession which is our defence 
before your Majesty. Bat if malevolent persons stop 
your ears ; if the accused have not an opportunity of de- 
fending themselves ; if impetuous furies, unrestrained by 
your order, stiU exercise their cruelty by imprisonments 
and by scourging, by tortures, mutilation, and the stake 
. . . verily, as sheep given up to slaughter, we shall be 
reduced to the last extremity. Yet even then we shall 
possess our souls in patience, and shall wait for the strong 
hand of the Lord. Doubtless, it will be stretched forth 
in due season. It will appear ai^med to deliver the poor 
firom their afflictions^ and to punish the despisers who are 
now making merry so boldly. 

*May the Lord, the King of kings, establish your 
throne in righteousness and your seat in equity.' 

Such was the noble and touching defence which a young 
man of twenty-six addressed to the king of France. He 
heard from afar the mournful cries of the victims ; and 
his soul being stirred with compassion and indignation, 
he appeared as a suppliant before the voluptuous prince 
who was putting them. to death. 

After finishing an. address of such rare eloquence, Cal- 
vin wrote the date — Basle^ Ist August^ 1636, and then 
hastened to get the manuscript printed.* . 

There was a house at Basle, on the heights of St. Pierre, 
known by the sign of the Black Bear^ where there was a 
printing office belonging to Thomas Plater, the Yalaisan. 
Calvin often went there. Plater, who had come to Basle 
with Myconius, as we have seen, was at first a student, 
then a professor, and finally ^ the large sums gained by the 
printers,' f had given him the desire to become a printer 
also. When Calvin was looking for a publisher for his 

* See the Dedicatory Epistle lit the beginning of all the editions 
of the Institutes. 
t Vit is ThomcLS Plater^ icrite par hi^mimt^ p. 110. 
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In^ituteey the learned Grynaeos recommended Plater to 
him. The latter had the honor of printing that work, 
and from that time Calvin kept up an occasional inter- 
course with this singular man. When some years later, 
Felix Plater, the son of Thomas, who was going to study- 
medicine at Montpelier, passed through Geneva, Calvin, 
to whom he brought a letter from his father, called him 
my Felix^ and received him with much cordiality. * I 
heard him preach on Sunday morning,' said the young 
man in his memoirs ; * and there was a great crowd of 
people.'* 

It was, as we have said, in August 1535, that Calvin 
handed Thomas Plater his epistle to Francis I. to be 
printed. He had written it in French, and the French 
edition bears the date of the 1st of August; but he im. 
mediately translated it into Latin and printed this version 
on the 23d of the same month, which is the date of the 
Latin edition.f It is probable that the epistle to Francis I. 
was printed in both languages, and that the French text 
was sent to the king, and the Latin to the Geiman doc- 
tors, in September 1635. 

Did Francis ever receive the. letter? Did he listen to 
this admirable apology ? It is certain that his heart was 
not softened. It is even possible that the pleasures and 
policy of the monarch ' made him contemptuously throw 
aside this appeal from one of the poorest of his subjects. 
However, nothing prevents us from believing that the 
king did read it, for the style alone was wortliy of a 
monarch's notice. Calvin's friends, and even Calvin him- 
self, hoped much from it. ' If the king would but read that 
excellent letter,' said one of them, ' a mortal wound (or we 
are greatly mistaken) would be inflicted on that harlot 



* Antohiog^phy of Felix Plater, s6n of Thomas. 

t Decimo CaloDdas Septembris. — Latin edition, at the head of the 
JnatihtUt, 
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of Babylon.' * But was an ambitious, false-speaking, and 
libertine king competent to understand the noble thoughts 
of the reformer ? 

Calvin having published his appeal to Francis I., and 
perhaps ended the correction of the proofs of the InstUiUes^ 
thought of leaving Basle. These publications would 
make a sensation; it would be known that Catherine 
Klein's lodger was their author, and Calvin would find 

himself courted and sought after 'It is not my object 

to display myself and to acquire fame,' he said.f The 
fear of becoming fiimous induced him, therefore, to get 
out of the way. He had, however, other reasons, for 
quitting Basle: he felt himself drawn towards Italy. 
Shortly after, on the 23d August 1535, 'Calvin, having 
discharged his debt to his country,' says Theodore Beza, 
set off with Du Tillet, shrinking from eulogiums, thanks, 
and approbation, just as another man would shrink from 
threats and violence. 

The two friends rode side by side, but their itinerary 
has not been preserved. There are, as every one knows, 
many passes over the Alps, but that which Calvin chose 
is as unknown to us as that of Hannibal — ^though cer- 
tainly not to be compared with it. It has been supposed 
that the travelers took the road along the shores of the 
lake of Geneva. If they passed through Switzerland, 
and purposed crossing the St. Beraard (as a manuscript 
of the 17th century states), or the Simplon or even Mount 
Cenis, Calvin must have stood for the firet time on the 
margin of those beautiful waters. Be that as it may, he 
was going to pass the Alps. ' He had a wish,' as Theo- 
dore Beza tells us, ' to know the Duchess of Ferrara, a 
princess of exemplary virtue.' But other motives im- 
pelled the young reformer. He desired to see Italy: 

* * Magnum meretriciBabyJonicsB vulnns Ulatnin.' — ^Beza, Vita Oal" 
mm. 
t Preface des Psaumes. 
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Italia salufanda^ as his friend tells us. This desire of 
* saluting ' Italy, so common to the inhabitants of the rest 
of Europe from the time when the Roman republic sub- 
jected the nations, and which exists still in our days, 
Calvin felt like any other man. 

But what did he go in search of! ... . Whilst he was 
climbing the Alps and contemplating for the first time 
their immense glaciers and eternal snows, what thoughts 
filled his mind? There was some talk then of a council; 
had that event, which seemed near at hand, anything to 
do with his journey ? As Vergeria had gone from Italy 
to Geimany, in order to support the dominion of the 
pope, did Calvin wish to go from Switzerland to Italy, 
in order to assail it? Or attracted by the almost 
evangelical reputation of Contarini, Sadolet, and other 
prelates, did he long to converse with them? Did he 
feel the necessity of seeing closely that papacy, with 
which he was to deal all his life, and did he propose to 
study, like Luther, its scandals and abuses ? Did he wish 
to carry back the gospel to that very country to which 
Paul had Haken it ? Or was he only attracted by classical 
recollections, by the learning and civilization of that illus- 
trious peninsula ? There was a little of all these induce- 
ments, probably, in Calvin's wish. He desired to visit 
the land of heroes, martyrs, and scholars, of Ren^e of 
Ferrara, and .... of the popes. Italia saltdanda. But his 
chief thought, we can not doubt, was to teach the princi- 
ples of the Reformation, to proclaim to Italy that Christ 
had come to destroy sin, and had opened a way to the 
heavenly Father for all who seek him. A catholic his- 
torian says that the young reformer ' had conceived the 
design of withdrawing from their obedience to the pope 
the people nearest to his throne.' * There is some exag- 
geration in this statement, but the substance is true. 

Calvin crosses the torrents, ascends the sloping valleys 

♦ Varillas, Hist, des HSrSsiea, ii. p. 994. 
VOL. in. — 9 
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of the Alps, climbs yonder high mountains which rise 
like impassable walls, and moves courageously towards 
those Italian lands, where the men of the Reformation 
are soon to be drowned in their blood, where persecution 
certainly attends him, and perhaps .... death. It matters 
not : onward he goes. We might say, after an historian, 
that like Mithridates, he desires to conquer Rome in Rome. 
Let us leave him for a moment and turn towards those 
countries whither he will come again, once more crossing 
the Alps, on his escape from the prisons of Italy. After 
wandering over the adjacent regions, let us direct our 
steps towards that city which is struggling so manfully 
with bishops and princes, where courageous forerunners 
are about to prepare the way for him, and which is to be- 
come, through the torch that will be lighted there some 
day by the hand of Calvin, the most powerftil focus of 
the European Reformation. 



BOOK V. 



STRUGGLES OF THE REFORMATION. 



CHAPTER I. 

BFFOBTS nsr THE PATS DE VATJD. 

(1521.) 

Steugglbs, political or religious, are the normal state 
of society and the life of history. Their necessity in a 
christian point of view is established by the highest of 
authorities : I am not come to bring peace upon earth hut 
the sword, said the Saviour of men;* and one of his dis- 
ciples sixteen centuries later, developing his master's 
words, added : ' As the greater part of the world is hos- 
tile to the gospel, we can not confess Christ without en- 
countering opposition and hatred.' f 

This thought would be saddening indeed, did not ex- 
perience and Scripture teach us that opposition is often a 
means of developement ; that the gifts of God to man 
easily perish if nothing revives them ; that contradiction, 
resistance, and trial (thanks to the care of divine pro- 
vidence) tend to civilize nations, and preserve to Chris- 
tianity the truth, morality, and life it has received from 
on high. 

* Matthew, x. 84. t Calvin in loco 
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Whence proceeds this moral influence of contradiction? 
A principle never evolves all that it contains, says a 
school, except by coming in collision with a contrary 
principle. In effect, the blow which a soldier receives 
on the battle-field adds to his valor. The inflexible obsti- 
nacy of Rome in upholding all abuses, excited Lather to 
display with more energy the great principles of the 
Reformation. And at Geneva, it was because the hugue- 
nots had to contend perpetually against a mean despotism 
in the state, and an incorrigible corruption in the Church, 
that their souls groaned after liberty and a better re- 
ligion. 

Yet contradiction is not all that is necessary: there 
must be reconciliation afterwards. The two-fold opposi- 
tion of the huguenots (high-minded as it was) against 
civil and religious despotism, would have been ruined by 
its excess and would have ruined Geneva, if it had not 
been moderated afterwards. It was not good for the 
state that ' no one was willing to obey.' * It was not 
good for religion that opposition to popery should con- 
sist in walking about the churches during mass. Modern 
times needed, from their very cradle, authority in the 
bosom of a free people, and pure doctrine in the bosom 
of a living Church. God gave both to Geneva, and he 
did so essentially through the Reformation. 

Care must be taken, however, that we go not too far 
in the way of accommodation. The Reformation must 
make no concessions to popery. Whenever it has gone 
down that easy incline, it has left its calm heights and 
fallen among quagmires which have endangered its purity 
and existence. 

But that was the conciliation which had to be carried 
out in those times, and which ought still to be attempted 
in the Christendom of our times. Between negative 
protestantism and Roman-catholicism there is a middle 

* Bonivard, Chronique de GenhCy passim. 
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path. On the one hand the gospel ought to supply this 
negative protestantism with what is deficient in it, and 
on the other hand to take away from Romanism what- 
ever is erroneous in it. The huguenots, in part at least, 
were transformed in the city of Calvin by the great prin- 
ciples of the Reformation. It was by. the potent virtue 
of the gospel that this little city, which had been only an 
Alpine burgh, was so marvellously metamorphosed and 
became in Europe the capital of a great opinion. 

Ope circumstance, however, tended to compromise its 
future. The Reform triumphed, but not without losing 
strength, for the sword struck foul in the struggle. ' If 
a man strive for mastery, he is not crowned, except he 
strive lawfully.' * Calvin understood better than the 
other reformers the spirituality and independence of the 
Church ; and yet giving away 'to the general weakness, 
he had recourse to the secular arm to maintain discipline, 
and was unable to prevent the death of Servetus. That 
fatal stake did more injury to truth than to falsehood. 
From that hour, the doctrine lost its power, a stain soiled 
its flag, and error seized the advantage of slipping into 
the ranks of those who were summoned to combat her. 
Eminent minds were seen abandoning the doctrines of 
the Reformation, chiefly on account of the civil intoler- 
ance by which they were defended. And thus a more 
or less culpable stagnation followed the powerful activity 
and glorious battles of the primitive days of the Reform- 
ation. There were no more combats round the expiatory 
cross, the eternal Word, the fell, grace, and regenera- 
tion. No more struggles, and therefore no more life. The 
Christian fortress that Calvin had erected having been 
assailed for two centuries, shaken and dismantled, was 
on the point of being razed to the ground ; when fortu^ 
nately the struggles, entirely spiritual struggles, began 
again, and religion was saved by them. When God, 

* 2nd Timothy, ii. 5, 
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after ploughing Europe in the early part cf this century 
with the terrible share of a conquerer, awoke it from its 
long sleep, he remembered Geneva, and reyived there as 
in other places doctrine and life. That city and all 
Christendom are now challenged again to the old strug- 
gles, and also to new ones, in which faith shall triumph 
over absolute thoroughgoing negations, which not only 
deprive man of the grace and adoption of the children of 
God, but deny also the immateriality and immortality of 
the soul. 

We shall not begin with the struggles of the Reforma- 
tion in Geneva, but with those which were fought in a 
country beautifully situated between the lakes and the 
mountains, — the Pays de Vaud. The country was not 
large, its cities were not populous, and the names of the 
men who struggled there do not occupy an important 
place in the annals of nations. Let us not forget, how- 
ever, that there are two kinds of history : the stage of 
one is a brilliant circle, of the other a humble sphere. 
The actors in the former are great personages, in the 
latter men of low esteem in their own day. But is not 
the least sometimes the greatest of these two kinds of 
history ? Are not events of small dimensions geometri- 
cally similar to great ones? Have they not often a 
deeper moral significance and a wider practical influence? 
With truth it may be said of the struggles of Yaud and 
Geneva: Magnam causam in parvum locum concVudiy a 
great cause is here confined within narrow limits. The 
scenes, so modest and obscure, so full of decision and 
life,, which this history presents, have probably done 
more to found the kingdom of truth and liberty, than 
the disputes and wars of powerful potentates. Such a 
thought as this has been expressed, even in Paris. A 
contemporary writer, after tracing in his history of the 
sixteenth century* an outline of the portentous future 
threatened by the intrigues of the papacy, regains his 
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courage with the words : Europe was saved by Oenem.* 
All the refonaers have been men of strength ; but 
while Luther and Calvin have particularly contended for 
the principles and doctrine of the Reformation, others, 
like Knox and Farel, applying themselves to the practice, 
have specially undertaken to win certain countries or 
cities to the gospel. The men of God, in all ages, have 
done both these things ; but not one of them has com- 
bined the two, like St. Paul. There were two men in 
that apostle, the doctor and the evangelist. Calvin was 
the great doctor of the sixteenth centuiy, and Farel the 
gi'eat evangelist : the latter is one of the most remarkable 
figures in the Reformation. 

A catholic in his youth, fanatic in abstinence and macer- 
ation, Farel had embraced salvation through grace with 
all the living ardor of his soul,.and from that hour every- 
thing appeared to him under a new face. His desire to 
enlighten his contemporaries was intense, his heart intre- 
pid, his zeal indefatigable, and his ambition for God's 
glory without bounds. A difficulty never stopped him ; 
a reverse never discouraged him ; a sacrifice, even were 
it that of his life, nev^r alarmed him. He was not a 
great writer ; in his works we meet occasionally with 
disorder and prolixity ; but when he spoke he was almost 
without an equal. The energetic language which trans- 
ported his hearers had been derived from the writings of 
the prophets and apostles ; his doctrine was sound, his 
proofs strong, his expressions significative. Poets are 
made by nature, orators by art, but preachers by the 
grace of God ; and Farel had the riches of nature, of art, 
and of grace.f He never stopped to discuss idle or 
frivolous questions, but aimed straight at the conscience, 
and exhibited before those who listetied to him the trea- 
sures of wisdom, salvation, and life that are found in the 

* Michelet, HUt, de France au aeizihme fi^cU, — La Riforme^ pp. 
483, 484, 618. 
t Anoillon, Vie de Farel, ch. xi. 
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Redeemer. Pull of love for truth and hatred for false- 
hood, he inveighed energetically against all human inven- 
tions. In his eyes the traditions of popery were a gulf 
in which horrible darkness reigned, and hence he labored 
to extricate souls from it and plant them in the soil of 
God's Word. His manly eloquence, his lively apos^ 
trophes, *his bold remonstrances, his noble images, his 
action frank, expressive, and sometimes threatening, his 
voice that was often like thunder (as Beza tells us), and 
his fervent prayers, carried away his hearers. His ser- 
mon was not a dissertation but an action, quite as much 
as a battle is. Every time he went into the pulpit, it 
was to do a work. Like a valiant soldier he was always 
in front of the column to begin the attack, and never 
refused battle. Sometimes the boldness of his speech 
carried by storm the fortress he attacked ; sometimes he 
captivated souls by the divine grace he offered thera^ He 
preached in market-places and in churches, be announced 
Jesus Christ in the homes of the poor and in the councils 
of nations. His life was a series of battles and victories. 
Every time he went forth, it was conquering and to con- 
quer,* 

It is very true, as we have said, that the cities where 
he preached were not large capitals ; but Derbe, Lystra, 
and Berea, where St. Paul preached, were little towns 
like Orbe, Neuchatel, and Geneva. Most assuredly the 
Acts of the Reformation are not the Acts of the Apostles ; 
there is all the difference between them which exists be- 
tween the foundation of Christianity and its reformation ; 
but notwithstanding the inferiority of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, the labors of the reformers have a claim upon the 
interest of all those who love to contemplate the humble 
origin of the new destinies of mankind. Is there, after 
the establishment of Christianity, anything greater than 
its Reformation? Have not those weak movements 

* RerelatioD, yL 2. 
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which began in the petty spheres in which Farel and 
Calvin lived, gone on widening from age to age ? Are 
they not the origin of that new religious transformation 
which, notwithstanding the declamations and the tri- 
umphant cries of unbelievers, is now going on in every 
nation of the earth ? The source of the Rhone is but a 
thread of water which would pass unnoticed elsewhere ; 
but the traveler who stands at the foot of the huge gla- 
ciers which separate the mountains of the Furka and the 
Grimsel, 'cannot look unmoved at that little stream, 
which, issuing imperceptibly from the earth, is to become 
a mighty river. The thought of what it is to be inspires 
the friend of nature and of history in this sublime solitude 
with emotions more profound than those excited by its 
copious and monotonous waters at Lyons, Beaucaire, or 
Avignon. It is for this reason we dwell longer upon the 
origin of the Reformation. 

A general who desires to capture an important city, 
first makes sure of his position and occupies the sur- 
rounding country : and so Farel, desirous of winning Ge- 
neva to the gospel, first set about enlightening the neigh- 
boring people. His operations were not strategic cer- 
tainly ; he thought only of converting souls ; and yet his 
labors in the Vaudois towns and villages admirably pre- 
pared the way for his successes among the huguenots. 
We have already seen what he did at Aigle, Neuchdtel, 
and elsewhere ;* we must now follow him into other parts 
of that picturesque country, enclosed between the pointed 
citadels of the Alps and the undulating lines of the Jura, 
whose waters flow — some by the lake of Neuchatel^ the 
Aar and the Rhine to the North Sea, others by the lake 
of Geneva and the Rhone to the Mediterranean : a symbol 
of the spiritual waters which, issuing fi'om the same hills, 
were soon to bear light and life to the peoples of the north 
and of the south. 

♦ Hut, of the Reformation of the sixteenth century , toI. iv, bk. xv, 
ch. iv, vii, viiiy and ix. 

9* 
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Farel was inactive (a singular thing!) at the moment 
when we are going to see him prepare betimes for the 
conquest of Geneva. Wounded near Neuchatel by a 
riotous crowd, he had been placed in a boat, and carried 
across the laki) to Morat, as we have said in a former 
work.* His friends in that town had welcomed him with 
emotion, and kept watch around his bed. Condemned to 
repose, 'shivering with cold, spitting blood,' and scarcely 
able to speak, he was communing in silence with his God 
when he saw a young Dauphinese of good appearance, 
Christopher Fabri by name, enter his room. This fl-ench- 
man, of whom we have already spoken, had studied medi- 
cine at Montpelier, and there received the first rays of 
the gospel. Having started for Paris, in order to com- 
plete his studies in that city, he met with some friends of 
the truth at Lyons, who told him of all that was going 
on at Neuchatel and its vicinity. Fabri was greatly 
moved, and being a man of lively, prompt, and decided 
character, he suddenly changed his route, calling, and 
life, and instead of going on to Paris turned his steps to 
Geneva, and thence to Morat. 

On arriving at that town, the student enquired afler 
Farel, and on presenting himself at the house, was ad- 
mitted into the room where the reformer was lying. 
Modestly approaching the bed, he said to him: 'I have 
forsaken everything, family, prospects, and country, to 
fight at your side. Master William. Here I am ; do with 
me what seems good to you.' Farel looked at him 
kindly, and ere long appreciated the young man's lively 
affection and boundless devotion. He saw that they both 
had the same faith, the same Saviour. As he was un- 
married, he looked upon Fabri as a son whom God had 
sent him,f and henceforward had frequent christian con- 
versations with him, in which he sought to train him for 

♦ Hist, of the Re/ormalion, vol. iv. bl. xv. ch. ix. 
t Choupard MS. 
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the ministry of the gospel. Farel would have liked to 
keep him always at his side ; but he loved Jesus Christ 
more than the tenderest son is beloved ; and accordingly, 
after a short but delightful intercourse he asked the con- 
verted Dauphinese to go and preach the gospel at Neu- 
chatel. Fabri, who had not expected so early a separa- 
tion, exclaimed with tears: *0 master, my sorrow is 
greater to-day than when I left father and mother, so 
sweet have been myl5onversations with you.' He obeyed, 
however. 

Farel was never content with sending others to battle ; 
he burned to return to it in person, and to lead to the 
heavenly King, whose servant he was, all the population 
which, enclosed between the Alps and the Jura, spoke the 
language of his country. He thought that if the intelli- 
gent people placed at the gates of France were won over 
to the divine Word, they would become a focus to cast 
the light of the gospel into that kingdom, and an asylum 
where the Christians persecuted by Francis L might find 
a refuge. 

A town lying at the foot of the lower slopes of the 
Jura attracted his thoughts during his solitary hours at 
Morat : this was Orbe. The ancient city of TJrba, built, 
it is said, in the same century as Rome, was situated on 
the Roman way that led from Italy to Gaul. Being re- 
built later some little distance off, the kings of the first 
race of France, as the people of Orbe boasted, had taken 
up their residence there, as if, immediately after crossing 
the Jura, they had exclaimed at the ravishing prospect of 
the Alps : * It is enough I we will stop here.' A torrent 
issuing from the lakes that are found in the high Jurassic 
valleys plunges into the gigantic clifts of the mountain, 
and after pursuing a subterranean and mysterious career, 
reappears on the other slope, towards the plain, whence 
descending from one fall to another, it gracefully sweeps 
round the beautiful hill on which the town of Orbe is sit- 
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nated, sarrounded witb vineyards, gardens, and orchards, 
* with all kinds of plants and good things.'* 

A dealer in indulgences, attracted by this wealth, was 
just at this time noisily selling his pardons for every 
offence. Farel, still detained at Morat, hearing the sound 
of his drum^ as Luther says, made an effort to walk : he 
left the latter town, and proceeded to Orbe. On the next 
market-day, being determined to resist the new Tetzel, he 
quitted his inn and went to the maAet-place, where he 
found the indulgence-seller offering his wares with much 
shouting. The monk, whose eye was always on the 
watch, soon noticed in the middle of the crowd a little 
man with a red beard and piercing eyes who caused him 
some uneasiness. Farel, approaching slowly, took his 
place quietly before the stall and said to the quack, just 
as an ordinary purchaser would have done, but with con- 
centrated anger: 'Have you indulgences for a person 
who has killed his father and mother ?' Without waiting 
for an answer, and wishing to undeceive the superstitious 
crowd, he boldly stept on the basin of the public fountain, 
and began to preach as if he were in the pulpit. The 
astonished market-people left the monk and gathered 
round the new orator, whose sonorous voice entreated 
the multitude to ask pardon of the Saviour instead of buy- 
ing indulgences from the monk. As the priests and the 
devout were exceedingly irritated at both preaching and 
preacher, Farel could not remain at Orbe; but a few 
drops of living water had gushed forth, and some souls 
had bad their thirst quenched by them. A tradesman, 
Christopher Holland by name, and one Mark Remain, a 
schoolmaster, were converted to the gospel at this time. 

The whole town was in commotion, and the sisters of 
St. Clair, as bigoted as those of Geneva, entreated their 
confessor to preach against heresy. Such a request had 
great weight and must be attended to, for these sisters 

* See the manuscript Mimoires du Sire de Pierrefleur, grand ban-' 
neret d'Orhe, p. 2, published by M. Verdeil in 1856. 
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were held in great consideration. Fhillippina of Chalons, 
Louisa of Savoy, recently canonised at Rome, and Yo- 
land, grand-daughter of St. Louis, had assumed the veil 
in this convent. The struggle might take place more 
freely in Orbe than in many other Vaudois towns. The 
Sires of Chateau-Guyon, who possessed the lordship at 
the time of the war between Switzerland and Burgundy, 
having taken the part of Charles the Bold, had been de- 
prived of their possessions by the League, and the suzer- 
ainty adjudged in 1476 to the cantons of Benie and Fri- 
burg. The municipal magistrates, chosen from the prin- 
cipal burgesses or nobles of the city, were good catholics ; 
but the superior authority belonged to a bailiff, living at 
Echallens, and who was by turns a Friburger or a Ber- 
nese. Now Berne was zealous for the Reform. The 
fiiar-confessor, full of confidence in himself, smiled at the 
flattering request the nuns of St. Claire had made him, 
and having no mistrust of his eloquence, he said to the 
banneret, the Sire de Pierrefleur: 'I shall create these 
Lutherans anew in the faith, as they were before.' Noble 
de Pierrefleur, a fervent catholic but'a man of good sense, 
who knew the firmness of the reformers and saw Berae 
in the back-ground, did not believe that the new creaiionj 
with which the monk flattered himself, was such an easy 
thing, and answered : ' I am fiir from your opinion, 
father, for such people have more obstinacy than knowl- 
edge, and great is the folly of those who desire to remon- 
strate with them.' * 

Michael Juliani (for that was the friar's name) was' not 
to be stopped by this opinion, and he gave notice* of his 
sermons against the Reform, which were talked about all 
over the city* The bells rang ; priests, monks, and de- 
votees filled the church, and even those suspected of 
Lutheranism attended. The orator was filled with joy 
at the sight of the unusual crowd, and his head was 

♦ MSn. du Sire de Pierrefleur^ pp. 13. 
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turned. Had not bis patron saint, the archangel Michael, 
armed wi:h a golden spear, trampled Satan under his 
feet ; and should he not gain a similar victory ? Losing 
all moderation, he began to extol in the most pompous 
terms Rome, the priesthood, celibacy, and to attack the 
reformers with violence and abuse. Five or six Luther- 
ans were noticed in the church, pen in hand, writing down 
all the father said on a piece of paper which they held on 
their knees. When the sermon was over, the offended 
bailiff of Diesbach, the grand banneret, and other nota- 
bles, displeased with the presumptuous discourse, accosted 
the friar and begged him to desist from abusive language 
and to preach simply the doctrines of the Church. But 
in the eyes of certain devout folks, the greater Michael's 
abuse, the greater his eloquence. 

The confessor, delighted at his success, and thinking, 
as they did in many convents, that knowledge is a sign 
of the children of the devil (Farel had studied at the 
university of Paris), and ignorance that of the children 
of God, went into the pulpit again on the 25th March, 
and took for his text: JBlessed are the poor in spirit^ for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ' Sirs,' he exclaimed, 
* the poor in spirit here referred to are the priests and 
friars. They have not much learning, I confess, but they 
have what is better : they are mediators between man 
and God, worshipers of the Virgin Mary, who is the 
treasure-house of all graces, and friends of the saints who 
cure all diseases. . . .What then can those want who list- 
en to them ? But who are the people who say they are 
justified by faith ? who are they who throw down the 
crosses on our roads and in oi^* chapels?. . . .Enemies of 
Christ. What are those priests, monks, and nuns who 
renounce their vows in order to marry ?r— Unclean, im- 
pure, infamous, abominable apostates before men, and 
before God.* 

♦ MSm. du Sire de Pierreflcur^ pp. 24-28. 
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The fnar was con tinning in this strain, when suddenly 
a loud noise was heard in the church. The evangelicals 
present had been excited at the very commencement of 
the discourse ; at first they had restrained themselves, 
and then whispered to each other ; but when the monk 
began to insult those who thought (as the Bible says) 
that marriage is honorable to all men^ one of them, unable 
to contain himself, stood up and before the whole assem- 
bly repeated twice and with sonorous voice, the words : 
* You lie ! ' . . . . The orator stopped in amazement, and 
everybody turned towards the quarter whence these 
words proceeded. They saw a man of middle age stand- 
ing there greatly agitated. It was Christopher Hollard, 
who had been converted by Farel's first sermon, and who 
combined an honest heart with a violent character. His 
brother, John Hollard, the late dean of Friburg, had 
embraced the Reformation and married; Christopher, 
fancying the monk was reflecting on his brother, had 
hastened to protest, rather coarsely, it must be acknowl- 
edged, but with the frankness of an honest heart, which 
sees the commandment of God blasphemed. 

This exclamation had hardly resounded through the 
church, when a great uproar, caused by the people, 
drowned the Lutheran's voice. The men who were pres- 
ent would have rushed from their places upon the dis- 
turber ; but the women who filled the nave were before 
them. * All with one accord fell upon the said Chris- 
topher, tore out his beard and beat him ; they scratched 
his face with their nails and otherwise, so that if they 
had been let alone, he would never have gone out of the 
said church, which would have 4een a great benefit for 
poor catholics.' * Thus spoke the grand banneret, who 
had lost, as it would seem, a little of the moderation he 
had shown on other occasions. The castellan, Anthony 
Agasse, was not of his opinion ; he wanted the culprits, 

* Mim, du Hire de Pierrcfleur, p. 16. 
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if there were any, to be punished by the law and not by 
the populace ; and rushing into the midst of this savage 
scene, he rescued Hollard from the hands of the furies, 
and threw him ^into a dungeon to avoid a greater scan- 
dal' 



CHAPTER n. 

PLOT OF THE WOMEN AGAINST BEFOBM ; FABEL's 

PBEACHING. 

(1531.) 

The Reformation brought great benefits to women. 
The divine Word which it placed in their hands, and 
which it desired to see in their hearts, would free thiem 
from the dominion of the priest to put them under that 
of the Saviour ; give them that meek and peaceful spirit 
which (as Calvin says) becomes their sex ; and substitute 
for a religion of external practices an inner, holy, and 
useful life. However, the women, attached to their 
priests and ceremonies, and who are easily aroused, were 
often opposed to the Reform, of which we shall have 
instances. 

Hollard's mother was not of this number. Strongly 
attached to her son, she gave way to her maternal sor- 
row. Her son a prisoner, her son without a protector, 
her son exposed to the vengeance of the exasperated 
Roman-catholics — thoughts like these caused her the 
deepest anxiety. She could think of nothing but saving 
him, ready to incur any danger, and to brave even the 
anger of the enemies of th-e gospel. The bailiff of Berne, 
she said to herself, alone can save Hollard. He Uvea at 
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Echallens, m a castle, surrounded with bis officers; he is 
a haughty Bernese, a cold diplomatist perhaps. .. .It 
matters not ; the poor woman will go and implore his 
help. Remain will not abandon her ; if there are any 
difficulties, any dangers, he will be near her ; he will pro- 
tect the mother and deliver the son. Madame Hollard 
and the schoolmaster set off together for Echallens, and 
presenting themselves at the castle, informed the bailiff 
of Diesbach of the monk's insulting address and its con- 
sequences, .. .0 happiness! the Bernese magistrate is 
moved, grows angry, and departs immediately. The 
lord-bailiff frit that the friar's insults were the cause of 
all the disorder; that by denouncing the married priests 
and monks as apostates and villains, he had attacked the 
gospel and the Reformation, recognized by My Lords of 
Berne ; and that the friar was the person to be blamed. 

Arriving the same day about four o'clock, Diesbach 
would not go to the guildhall or the castellan's ; but sit- 
ting down in the open air near the old castle,* he sent his 
officers to fetch Friar Juliani. The sergeants carefully 
searched the convent and several houses' without finding 
the monk, who was hiding in the house of a woman, named 

* Frances Pugin, instructress of girls in all virtue and 
learning.' Being informed of the search, he took courage, 
left the house, and went straight to the bailiff, who was 
still seated in front of the castle, waiting the result of his 
enquiries. Friar Michael saluted him respectfully; but 
the lord of Diesbach, rising up, caught him by the hand 
and said: 'I arrest you in the name of My Lords,' and 
then, taking him to the prison, ' drew Hollard out of his 
hole and put the said friar in hb place.' Such were the 
energetic proceedings of Berne, 

Mark Remain, a»B pleased at having rescued his friend, 

* as if he had gained a thousand crowns, and thinking he 
had achieved a master-piece,' says a contemporary, was 

* Mint, du Sire de Pierrcftcur^ p. 17. 
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going quietly home. Meanwhile the people, alarmed at 
the arrival of the bailiff and the imprisonment of the 
monk, had assembled in the market-place, and spoke of 
flingio^g the schoolmaster into the river to punish him for 
having gone to fetch the Sieur de Diesbach. Unfortun- 
ately Mark Romain came in sight just at this moment. 
The townspeople, * seeing him come joyfully along,' pointed 
him out to one another. ^ There he is,' they said, and be- 
gan to cry : * Master, come here I' Remain, observing the 
tumult, passed suddenly from joy to fear and took to 
•flight, all following in pursuit. They gained upon him : 
he looked from side to side to see if some door would not 
open to receive him, but all remained closed. Aniving 
in front of the church, he rushed into it ; but had hardly 
set his feet inside, when he stopped in astonishment. 
The women who had desired to tear Hollard to pieces 
were in the church, as well as some men, on account of 
the Salve Begina which was said, daily at five in the afler. 
noon. Kneeling before the altar, with clasped hands and 
eyes turaed to the ground, they were invoking the Queen 
of heaven : 'Hail, queen of mercy ; we send up our groans 
to thee ! O thou who art our advocate, save us !' At the 
moment when Remain entered, the women turned their 
heads and caught sight of him ; being suddenly changed 
into furies, they rushed upon him, as they had done before 
upon Hollard, ' caught him by the hair, threw him on the 
ground, and beat- him.' The women were the champions 
of Catholicism in Orbe. The grand banneret looked on 
quietly at this execution. 'I saw the whole affair,' he 
said, ' and I did not think the schoolmaster would ever get 
out alive.' Pierrefleur took care not to go to his help, 
and the blows continued to fall on poor Remain, until one 
of his friends arrived. *I am certain,' says the banneret, 
who had seen all this without being moved, ' that had it 
not been for the assistance he received from this Lutheran, 
he would never ])ave gone out of the place until he was 
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dead.'* We read in Scripture of people who ceased not 
to beat St. Paul ; Ronmin, who experienced ' this riotous 
and cruel ra^e,' was afterwards a minister of the gospel. 
He was now going through his apprenticeship. 

A mob had collected round the castle in which Friar 
Michael was confined, and angry voices were heard loudly 
demanding his liberty. At this moment the bailiff of 
Diesbach came out to return to his place of residence, 
having Hollard by his side, whom he was going to restore 
to his mother. When he saw the crowd he was much 
astonished, for 'all were crying out. and demanding their 
good father.' *Why have you arrested Friar Michael ?' 
asked some. 'Why have you delivered Christopher?' 
asked others. ' By order of My Lords of Berne,' an- 
swered the imperturbable bailiff; and then added, point- 
ing to the lofty walls of the castle, 'If you can set him at 

liberty, you may take him but I advise you not.'f 

*We will be bail for our good father, body for body, 
goods for goods,' exclaimed the burgesses ; but the bailiff 
kept on his way without answering them. 

The Sieur of Diesbach had hardly arrived at the great 
square, when he perceived the ladies and other women of 
the city waiting for him, their hearts ftiU of sorrow and 
anguish. They all fell on their knees ' with many tears,' 
and stretching their hands towards him, exclaimed: 
'Mercy for the good father! set him at liberty!' These 
cries softened the Bernese, he stopped and could hardly 
speak for emotion. He made them understand, however, 
that it was not in his power to liberate Juliani, and then 
returned home, for 'the hour was late.'J 

The principal catholics npw assembled to consider what 
was to be done. A priest put in prison in Orbe, for a 
strictly Romish sermon What a scandal! They 

* MSm, du Sire de PierreJUur^ p. 19. 
t Ibid. p. 20. 
X Ibid. p. 19. 
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resolved to appeal from the heretical Bernese bailiff to the 
Friborgers who were good catholics. The grand ban* 
neret volunteered for this important mission, and next day 
Noble P. de Pierrefleur and Francis Vuemey set out for 
Friburg, where they related everything to the council. 
The lords and princes of that city were much ^ concerned 
and vexed,' and a deputation composed of Bernese and 
Friburgers received instructions to arrange the difference. 
But this measure, far fi*om diminishing the struggle, was 
destined to increase it. As the deputation passed through 
Avenches, a Roman city older than the Caesars, they fell 

m 

in with Farel, who for more than a month had been 
preaching the gospel there, amid its ruined aqueducts and 
amphitheaters, and had met with nothing but lukewarm^ 
ness. Without hesitation the evangelist lefl Avenches, 
and departing with the Bernese arrived at the banks crif 
the Orbe, whither the noise of battle attracted him. No 
ruins were to be seen there: but seven churches and 
twenty-six altars testified to the ancient splendor and 
Komish fervor of the city. 

It was the 2nd of April, Palm*Sunday. Mass had been 
celebrated, the various offices had been said, even to 
vespers, Farel, who had stayed quietly in doors, observ- 
ing that the service was over, left his inn 'with presump- 
tuous boldness.' His friends followed him, idlers flocked 
round him, the devout ran after, and a crowd of men, 
women, and children soon filled the church with a great 
noise. Then * without asking leave of any one, Farel went 
into the pulpit to preach.' But he had scarcely opened 
his mouth, when everybody, 'men, women, and children, 
hissed, howled, and stamped with all sorts of exclama- 
tions to disconcert him. Dog, they cried ; lubber, heretic, 
devil, and other insults : it was a glorious noise.' ' You 
really could not have heard God's thunder,' said Pierre- 
fleur. Farel, who was accustomed to tumult, as a soldier 
to the whistling of the bullets, continued his address. 
Anger got the better of some of them. ' Seeing that he 
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would not desist, they grew riotous, surrounded the pvil- 
pit, pulled him out of it, and would even have proceeded 
to blows.' The confusion was at its height, when the 
bailiff, * fearing that worse would follow,' rushed into the 
midst of the crowd, took the reformer by the arm, and 
escorted him to his lodgmg. 

The mixed commission was empowered to restore peace 
to this agitated city ; but as for Farel he had but one 
idea : Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel. If he can 
not preach it in the church, he will do so in the open air. 
On the following day (Monday) he left the house of his 
entertainer at six in the morning, and proceeding toward 
the great square, began to preach. There was nobody 
present ; it mattered not ; he thought that his *powerftil 
voice would soon collect a good assembly. But satisfied 
with the victory of the evening before, the inhabitants of 
Orbe had said to themselves that they would leave the 
preacher alone : he had not a single hearer.* That was 
not, however, the only reason: a plot was concerting 
against Farel — & women's plot naturally ; for the men in 
general were cold in comparison with the other sex. 

There was a noble dame at Orbe, a native of Friburg, 
Elizabeth, wife of Hugonin, lord of Arnex, an honest and 
devout woman, but enthusiastic, violent, and fenatical. 
Elizabeth, being persuaded that the death of the reformer 
would be a very meritorious work, had assembled at her 
house some other bigoted women, had addressed them, 
and worked upon them, so that they had agreed to beat 
the reformer and even kill him : they only waited for an 
opportunity. The same day at four in the afternoon a 
city council was held at which the deputies of Berne and 
Friburg and even Farel also were present. When the 
council was over, the reformer came out : it was the mo- 
ment that Elizabeth and her accomplices, informed of the 
circumstance, had selected to carry out their plot. A 

* MSm. du Sire de PierreJUur^ pp. 21, 22« 
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gentleman, Pierre de Glairesse, knowing the danger the 
evangelist ran, quitted the council after him, and begged 
permission to accompany him. Meanwhile the women 
who had left their houses were waiting for Farel in the 
middle of a street through which he must necessarily 
pass. Approaching them without any mistrust, they fell 
upon him unawares, ^ and took him by the cloak so genUy^ 
says the chronicler ironically, ' that they made him stagger 
and fall.' They then attempted to ill-treat him and beat 
him ; but Pierre de Glairesse rushing in between them, 
took him out of their hands, and said, bowing to them 
very politely: * Your pardon, ladies; at present he is un^ 
der my charge.' They all let go of him, and Glairesse 
conducted him to the inn where My Lords of Berne 
awaited him. 

While Elizabeth was tr3ring to kill the reformer, her 
husband, William of Ainex, as bigoted as herself, was 
pleading the cause of the monk. The mediators had 
ordered that Friar Michael should be put on his trial. 
He wa» taken to the castle in agitation and alarm, and 
the lords of Berne, bringing a criminal charge against 
him, said : ^ You asserted that the poor in spirit are the 
monks.' 

Friar Michael : * I deny it.' 

'You said that to resist the pope, the bishops, and 
other ecclesiastics is resisting the commandment of God.' 

Friar,' ' I deny saying it in those terms.' 
^ * You said that few follow the new law, except a heap 
of lascivious monks.' 

Friar. ' I deny having said it in that way, and I 
named nobody.' 

' You said that when priests maiTy, the women they 
take are not their wives but their harlots, and that their 
children are bastards.' 

Friar. ' I confess it.' 

' You said that Mary was the treasure-house of graces.' 

Friar. * I did.' 
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^ You said the saints, like Anthony, expel and cure cer- 
tain diseases.' 
Friar. 'I did.* 

* You said that those who deny that the books of the 
Maccabees form part of the Holy Scripture, are heretics.' 

Friar. ' I did.' 

* You said that those who have adopted the new law 
have no good in them, and deny the articles of faith.' 

Friar. ' I did not.' * 

This mixture of denials and confessions dbarmed the 
judges. They listened to the solicitations of D' Amex 
and set Juliani at liberty. The Bemese, however, bound 
him to preach in future nothing but the Word of God. 
' Most honored lords,' exclaimed the poor friar, * I have 
never preached anything that is not found in the holy 
gospel, in the epistles ofv St. Paul, or in some other part 
of Holy Scripture.' Friar Michael, confounded at not 
gaining a triumph as striking as that of his patron with 
the brilliajit helmet, and fearing lest he should be sent 
back to prison, thought only of saving himself. He en- 
tered the convent for a short time, and then fled into 
Burgundy, f The deputies returned home and Farel re- 
mained. 

Shortly after Easter there came a mandate from Berne 
ordering that whenever Farel desired to preach, he should 
be given a hearing, support, and favor. As soon as the 
mandate had been read, the people, without waiting for 
the opinion of the Council, exclaimed, * Let him go about 
his business, we do not want him or his preaching.* The 
lords of Berne answered that Farel was to be free to 
speak, but that no inhabitant was constrained to hear 
him. The evangelist gave notice that he would ])reach 
on the Saturday after Quasimodo, at one o'clock, when 
he would expose Juliani's errors. 

* *Negat dixisae.' — MSm. du Sire de Pierrefleur, pp. 24-28. 
t Ibid. pp. 21-82. 
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The catholics, not content with the permission given 
them to keep away, determined to organize a reception 
for Farel that should disgust him for ever with preaching. 
As soon as the minister entered the church the strangest 
of congregations met his eyes : all the brats {marmaille) 
of the place were assembled ; lying in front of the pulpit 
and all round it, the children pretended to be asleep, 
snoring and laughing in their sleeves. Farel observing 
three persons who appeared to be serious, went into the 
pulpit and said, pointing to the little ragamuffins : ^ How 
many weapons Satan has provided to hinder our cai^se ! 
Never mind, we must surmount every obstacle.' Being 
determined to refute Friar Michael, he began his dis- 
course ; but on a sudden the children started to their 
feet, as sharp-shooters lying flat behind the bushes start 
up at the approach of the enemy, and salute him with 
their fire. The young scamps exerted their lungs; howl- 
ing and shouting with all their might, and at last quitted 
the church with a horrible uproar. ' Nobody was left 
but the minister, quite amazed. And this was the first 
sermon preached in the town of Orbe,' says the grand 
banneret maliciously.* 

The next day, Sunday, there was a great procession. 
Priests, monks, and all the parish, chanting as loud as 
they could, proceeded according to custom to St. George's, 
outside the town. Farel profited by the departure of the 
enemy to seize upon the place, and the last parishioner 
had hardly crossed the threshold of the church, when he 
entered it, followed by his friends, went up into the pul- 
pit, and loudly declared the truth. Ten evangelicals, 
Viret, Hollard, Secretan, Remain, and six of their friends, 
composed the whole of his congregation. Meanwhile the 
procession was on its way back. First appeared the 
children two and two, then the exorcist with the holy 
water and the sprinkler, then came the priests, magis- 

* Mem, du Sire de Pierrefieur^ p. 36. 
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trates, and people, all singing the litany. The children, 
seeing the minister in the, pulpit, and remembering the 
lesson they had received, rushed into the church, whist- 
ling, howling, and shouting as on the evening before. 
The priests and people who followed them made threat- 
ening motions, and Farel, understanding that the storm 
was about to burst, showed a moderation he did not 
always possess, came down from the pulpit, and went 
out. * 

The clergy exulted : they ascribed Farel's retreat to 
weakness and fear, and said openly in the city : ' The 
minister can not refute the articles of faith established by 
Juliani.' ' Indeed,' answered the Bernese bailiff, ' you 
have heard the monk and you now complain that you 
have not heard the minister .... Very good I you shall 
hear him. It is the will of the lords of Berne that every 
father of a family be required to attend his sermon under 
pain of their displeasure.' 

They dared not disobey, and the church was thronged. 
Filled with joy at the sight of such a congregation, Farel 
ascended the pulpit: never had he been clearer, more 
energetic and more eloquent. He passed in review all 
the subjects of which Juliani had treated ; at one time 
attacking the pardons which the Romish Church sells to 
credulous souls, at another the doctrine which assigns 
the keys of heaven to St. Peter. ' The key of the king- 
dom of heaven,' he said, ' is the Word of God — ^the Holy 
Gospel.' One day Farel spoke of the stupid practices 
imposed upon catholics under the name of penance. ' The 
penance which God demands,' he said, ' is a change of 
lieart, life, and conversation.' f Another day he battled 
with indulgences: 'The pope's pardons take away 

* Mem. du Sire de Pierrejleur, p. 36. 

t Sommaircj &o., par G, Farel, p. 191. We give^^arers exact es> 
pressions on the subjects handled by Juliani, just as they are found 
in his writings, without being able to say that they were precisely 
those he employed on this occasion. 
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money ^ he said, * but tbey do not take away sin. Let 
every christian be aware that nobody can escape the 
anger of God, except through Jesus.' * He thundered 
against auricular confession . ^ Confession in the priest's 
ears which the pope commands,' he said, ' helps him to 
learn the secrets of kings and aids him in catching coun- 
tries and kingdoms.* But how many souls have been cast 
into hell by it ! how many virgins corrupted ! how many 
widows devoured ! how many orphans ruined I how 
many princes poisoned! how many countries wasted! 
how many large establishments of men and women given 
up to debauchery. . . .0 Heaven, unveil these accursed 
horrora ! O Earth, cry out ! Creatures of God, weep ; 
and do thou, O Lord, arise ! ' f 

Farel, without possessing the iconoclastic ardor which 
HoUard displayed ere long, was indignant at the worehip 
paid to the images of the saints, and strove against them 
with the arms of the Word. * The people,' he said, ' set 
candles before the saints who are out of this world and 
have nothing to do with them .... While if those saints 
were alive and had need of a light to read the Gospel by, 
instead of giving them candles, you would tear out their 
eyes !'.... Then scandalized at the disorderly living of 
the world and the Church, the christian orator exclaimed : 
* Farces full of scoffing, filth, ribaldry ; obscene and idle 
songs, books full of vanity, lewdness, falsehood and blas- 
phemy, wicked and illicit conversations .... all this is 
sufiered openly But the New Testament which con- 
tains the doctrine and passion of Christ is forbidden, as 
if it were the Koran of Mahomet, or a book of witch- 
craft and enchantment O Sun, canst thou pour thy 

light on such countries ? O Earth, canst thou give thy 
fruits to such people ? And thou, O Lord God, is thy 
vengeance so slow against such a great outrage ? . Arise, 

* Sommaire, Ac, par G. Farel, p. 125. 
t Farel, Sommaire, pp. 96, 191, 210. 



-^ — - 



CHAP. U. FABEL'S CABB FOB THB MmiBTBT. 219 

O Lord, and let the trumpet of thy holy Gospel be heard 
unto the ends of the earth.' * 

Although the catholics were indignant, and not with- 
out reason, at the order from Beme, which obliged 
them to attend the sermons opposed to their faith, the 
reformer preached without difficulty the first and second 
day; but on the third, the alarmed priests harangued 
their flocks and thundered from their pulpits against the 
heretical discourses ; and from that time Farel counted 
few hearers in the church besides the friends of the Gos- 
pel. The bailiff had the good sense not to observe this 
disobedience. 

The surrounding districts compensated Farel for the 
contempt of Orbe. His reputation having spread into 
the neighboring villages, the people eagerly desired to 
hear him. lieceiving message after message, and touched 
at the sight of these worthy peasants knocking at his 
door, he wrote to Zwingle : ' Oh ! how great is the har- 
vest ! "No one can describe the ardor the people feel for 
the Gospel, and the tears I shed when I see the small 
number of reapers.' f Several of the evangelicals of 
Orbe asked to be sent out to preach, but Farel, thinking 
them not ripe enough, refused. There were -some who 
took offence at this, but it did not move Farel. * It is 
better to offend them,' he said, ' than to offend God.' 

St. Paul said : Ijay hands suddenly on no man, Farel 
and the other reformers desired that the minister should 
honor his ministry. He required above all things a con- 
verted heart, but that was not enough. It is a bad sign 
when the Church admits into the number of those who 
are to point out the gate of salvation, either men who 
have not passed through it or who have not the gift of 
the Word, or are deficient in wisdom. But if the leaders 

* Farel, Sommaire^ip, 154. 

t * Qnanta sit messis, quia populi ardor in Evangeliam, panels nemo 
ezpresserit Sed paucitatem operorioriim deflere cogimnr.* — Farellus 
Zuinglio, Orba, anno 1531. Ep. ii. p. 648. 
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of the Church are faithfiil, God will send them true 
mininteni. 



CHAPTER m. 

▲ lOBW BEFOBHEB AND AN IMAGE-BBEAKEB. 

(1531.) 

In 1511 William Viret, a bnrgess of Orbe, * cloth-dres- 
ser and tailor/ had a son bom to him whom he named 
Peter. The boy had grown np in the midst of the wool- 
combers, and had watched his father's workmen as they 
pressed, or glossed, or fulled the cloths as they came 
from the hands of the weavers. But he took no delight 
in this, for he was not born a tradesman. It was the 
inner man that was to be developed in him: he felt 
within himself a necessity for seeking God, which im- 
pelled him towards heaven. He sought the society of 
the best informed burgesses, and even had some relations 
with the nobles ; * but the first object of his wishes was 
God. If he took a walk alone, or with one of his broth- 
ers Anthony and John, along the picturesque banks of 
the Orbe, through the charming country bathed by its 
waters, and even to the foot of the Jura,f he looked 
around him with delight, but afterwards lifted his eyes 
to heaven. 'I was naturally given to religion,' he said, 
* of which however I was then ignorant I was pre- 
paring myself for heaven, seeing that it was the way of 

* * Moy qui suis nay, et ay est6 d^s mon enfance nonrry an milieu 
de vous.* — Ep* de Virct aux nobles et bourgeois eTOrbe^ p. 13. 

t These districts have been admirably described in a recent work 
•^Hofizons prochains^ 
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salvation.' ♦ He rasolved to devote himself to the ser- 
vice of the altar, which his father did not oppose, towns- 
people and peasantry alike regarding it as au honor to 
count a priest among their children. Peter, who had a 
good understanding and memory, soon learnt all that 
was taught in the school at Orbe, and turned his eyes 
towards the University of Paris, that great light which 
twelve years before had attracted Farel's footsteps. His 
father, whose trade had placed him in easy circumstances, 
consented to send him to Paris, whither the boy pro- 
ceeded in. 16 23, being then a little over twelve years of 
age. The same year and about the same time John Cal- 
vin of Noyon, who was two years oldej than Viret, ar- 
lived in the same city and entered the college of La 
Marche. Did, these two boys, who w§re one day to be 
so closely united, meet then, and did their friendship 
begin with their childhood ? We have not been able to 
satisfy ourselves on the point. 

Viret distinguished himself at college by his love of 
study ; ' he made good progress in learning ; ' and also 
by his devotion to the practices of the Roman Church. 
' I can not deny,' he said, ' that I went pretty deep into 
that Babylon.' f In one of the last visits he made to 
Pai'is, Farel seems to have remarked Viret, whose charm- 
ing modesty easily won the heart, and to have helped in 
freeing the young Swiss from the darkness in which he 
still lay. The Gospel penetrated the soul of the youthful 
scholar of Orbe almost at the same time as it enlightened 
the large understanding of the scholar of Noyon. The 
mildness of his character softened the struggles which 
had been so fierce in Farel and Calvin. And yet he too 
had to tread the path of anguish to arrive at peace. Per- 
ceiving a frightful abyss and an eternal night beneath his 
feet, he threw himself into the arms of the Deliverer who 

* Disputations Chrestiennes, par Pierre Viret, Genie ve, 1544. Pri- 
face. 

t Ibid. PrSface, 
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was calling him : 'While still at college,' he said, 'God 
took me out of the labyrinth of error before I had sunk 
deeper into that Babylon of Anti-christ.' * The time 
having arrived when he should receive the tonsure, he 
felt that he must make up his mind : the struggle was 
not a long one ; he refused, and was immediately ' set 
down as belonging to the Lutheran religion.' f Foresee- 
ing what awaited him, he hastily quitted Paris and 
France, and ' returned to his father's house.' In after 
years he exclaimed : ' I thank God that the mark and 
sign of the beast were not set upon my forehead.' J 

Viret found Orbe greatly changed ; the contest then 
going on between the gospel and popery intimidated 
him at first. His was one of those reflective souls which, 
absorbed by the struggles within, naturally shrink from 
those without. Like other reformers, he had a difficulty 
in quitting the body of catholicity, but a severe conscience 
obliged him to seek truth at any sacrifice. Sometimes 
the Church of Rome, with all its errors and abuses, alone 
struck his imagination, and he would exclaim with emo- 
tion : ' It is the stronghold of superstition, the fortress of 
Satan.' § Then all of a sudden, and before he had time 
to defend himself, the old system of Catholicism resumed 
its power over him, and he found himself in anguish and 
darkness. He struggled and prayed; the truth, for a 
moment hidden, reappeared before his eyes, and he said : 
* Rome asserts that antiquity is truth ; but what is there 
older in the world than lies, rebellion, murder, extortion, 
impurity, idolatry, and all kinds of wickedness and abom- 
ination ?. . . .To follow the doctrine of Cain and of Sodom 
is verily to follow an old doctrine. . . .But virtue, truth, 



* Disputations Chrestiermes. Priface, 
t Mim, du Sire de Pierrefleur, p. 37r 
t DispiUations Chrestiermes, Preface, 

§ ' Aroem illam superstitionis et idolatrise, et Satanse propu^nactila. 
Yiret, Vc vsrbi Dei ministeriOf SeDatui Lansan. Kp. 
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holiness, innocence, and thou, O God, which art the 
Father of them all, art older still ! ' * 

The priests of Orbe, who were strongly attached to the 
Romish doctrine, seeing the cloth-dresser's son often 
solitary and full of care, began to gi'ow uneasy about 
him : they accosted him and spoke of the old doctors, of 
the testimony of the saints, of Augustin, Cyprian, Chry- 
sostom, and Jerome. These testimonies had much weight 
in Viret's mind. His head was bewildered, his feet 
slipped, and he was on the point of falling back into the 
gulf, when snatching again at the word of God, he clung 
to it, saying : ' No, I will not believe because of Tertul- 
lian or Cyprian, or Origen, or Chrysostom,. or Peter 
Lombard, or Thomas Aquinas, not even because of 
Erasmus or Luther. ...If I did so, I should be the 
disciple of men .... I wUl believe only Jesus Christ my 

Shepherd.'! 

At length the divine Word delivered Viret from the 

theocratic dominion of Kome,»and he then began to look 
around him .... Alas ! what did he see ? Chains every- 
where, prisoners held fast 'in the citadel of idolatry.' 
He felt the tenderest affection for the captives. * Since 
the Lord has brought me ou^,' he said, 'I can not forget 
those who are imthin.^l Two of these prisoners were 
never out of his thoughts: they were his father and 
mother. At one time absorbed by the cares of business, 
at another mechanically attending divine sei-vice, they did 
not seek after the one thing needful. The pious son be- 
gan to pray earnestly for his parents, to show them in- 
creased respect, to read them a few passages of Holy 
Scripture, and to speak gently to them of the Saviour. 
They felt attracted by his conduct, and the faith he pro- 
fessed took hold of their hearts. The grateful Viret woii 

* Disp, Chrest. p. 9. 
t Ibid. pp. 195—6. 
t Ibid. Preface. 
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able to say : ^I have much occasion to ^ve thanks to God 
in that it hath pleased him to make use of me to bring 
my father and mother to the knowledge of the Son of 
God. . . .Ah! if he had made my ministry of no other 
use, I should have had good cause to bless him.'* 

As soon as Viret met Farel again at Orbe, he imme>- 
diately became one of the evangelist's hearers, and ere 
long took his lather along with him. The most intimate 
tmion sprung up between these men of God. One com- 
pleted the other. If Farel was ardent, intrepid, and al- 
most rash, Viret 'had a wondrously meek temper.'f 
There was in him a grace that won the heart, and a 
christian sensibility that was really touching; and yet, 
like Farel and Calvin, he was firm in doctrine and morals. 
Farel, always eager to send workmen into the harvest, 
persuaded his friend to preach not only in the country but 
in Orbe itself. The young and timid Viret recoiled from 
the task Farel proposed to him ; but the reformer pressed 
him, as others had pressed Luther and Calvin ; he believed 
that Viret, who belonged to the city, and was loved by 
everybody, would receive a favorable welcome. The 
thought of the divine gi-ace, the strength of which he 
knew, decided Viret. * Let it not be my mouth which 
persuades,' he said, 'but the mouth of Jesus Christ; for 
it is Jesus Chnst who pierces the heart with the fiery 
arrow of his Spirit.' J 

On the 6th May 1531 an unusual crowd, not only of 
townpeople but of persons from the neighborhood, filled 
the church of Orbe ; the son of one of the most respected 
of the burgesses, a child of the place, was to enter the 
pulpit. He was accused of being rather heretical, but he 
was so inoffensive, that nobody would believe it ; and be- 
sides, many of the young folks of Orbe, who had sported 

* Viret : Du vrai ministhre de la vrayt Eglise de JSsus Christ, Preface. 

t Theod. de Beze. 

t Viret : Du tray minis th'e^ pp. 47, 57. 
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with him on the banks of the river, wished to see their 
old playfellow in the pulpit. The congregation, who were 
waiting impatiently, saw the young man appear at last : 
ff *' he was of small stature and pale complexion, his feice thin 

and long, his eyes lively, and the whole expression meek 
and winning;* he was only twenty years old, but ap- 
peared to be younger still. He preached: his sermon 
ia • was accompanied by so much unction and learning, his 

(kf language was so persuasive, his eloquence so searching 

da and penetrating, that even the most worldly men were 

8K attracted by his -discourse and hung, as it were, upon his 

ti lips.f The proverb 'No man is a prophet in his own 

net "country' was not exemplified in Yiret's case. The 6th of 

tfi May was a great day for him. All his life through he 

preserved the recollection of his first sermons. Thirty 
years later he said to the nobles and burgesses of Orb^ : 
* Your church was the first in which God was pleased to 
make use of my ministry, when it was still in its youth, 
and I was very young.' J 

From that day Viret took his place in that noble ai-my 
of heralds of the Word which t}ie Lord was raising 
among the nations. His part in it was modest but well 
marked. The college of reformers, as well as the college 
of the apostles, contained the most different characters. 
As the sap is everywhere the same in nature, the Spirit of 
God is everywhere the same in the Church ; but every- 
where alike each of them produces different flowers and 
different fruits. The ardent Farel was the St. Peter of 
the Swiss Refonn, the mighty Calvin the St. Paul, and 
the gentle Viret the St. John. 'l 

Farel, Viret, Romain, HoUard, and the other evangeli- 

* *Fuit corpusculo imbecillo, moribus suavis.* — ^Melchior Adam, 
VU€s erudit. 

t * Oris pnecipue facundia cxcellens, ut homines etiam religioni 
minus addictos, faciles tamen anditores habnerit, cum omncs ab ejus 
ore p«ndcrent/ — Ibid. 

X Du combat dcs hommes coiArc Icur f,roprc saluty pp. 7 — 8, 
10* 
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cals waited for the effects of the preaching at Orbe. 
They saw clearly ' some slight touches and pricks, but few 
persons had been wounded and pierced to the quick,' and 
eo overwhelmed with the feeling of everlasting death, 
that they thought of looking for help solely to the grace 
of Jesus Christ. All of a sudden, and a month only after 
Farel's arrival, the report of an unexpected conversion 
filled Orbe with astonishment, and became the subject of 
general conversation. It was said — and he who repeated 
it could hardly believe it — that Madame Elizabeth, the 
wife of the lord of Amex, the very same who had 
planned the women's conspiracy and so severely beaten 
Farel, was entirely changed ; that even her husband, who 
had beconae bail for Juliani, and had set him at liberty, 
had changed likewise. The bigots of both sexes could 
not deny the fact. 'Really,' they said, 'she has become 
one of the worst Lutherans in the city.' Not long after, 
they made a great noise because at AH Saints or some 
feast of Our Lady, Elizabeth had a large wash or other 
manual labors at her house.* They shook their heads, 
shrugged their shoulders, and smiled. The evangelicals 
did not imitate them : they thought, to borrow the lan- 
guage of one of their leaders, that though these iron- 
hearted people smiled, it was a forced smile,f for they felt 

as if inwardly choking They knew tha.t God's word 

is a hammer, and that there is nothing so hard, so mas- 
sive, or so hidden in the heart of man that its power can 
not reach. . . .Had not Paul been a persecutor like Eliza- 
beth and Hugonin ? 

Worse still, at least in the opinion of the catholics, hap- 
pened ere long. One of the ecclesiastics of the place was 
George Gnvay, surnamed Galley, an excellent musician 
who had been appointed precentor. He had been trained 
by a fervent catholic mother, and had leceived a good 

* Mim, du Sire de Picrrefleur^ pp. 133 — 134. 
t Ua rif d'hotellkr. 



CHAP. ni. lobd's suppeb at obbe. 22^ 

education in the church.* In order to receive further in- 
struction his parents had sent him to liausanne, where he 
had been made chorister and had paiticularly improved 
in the knowledge of music. On his return to Orbe the 
nobles and priests had given him a flattering reception ; 
and he deserved it, for he enchanted the people by his 
singing or electrified them by his discourses. But on the 
«10th May 1531, the same month in which Viret delivered 
his first sermon, Grivat had gone up into the pulpit and 
astonished his hearers by preaching the evangelical doc- 
trine in the clearest manner. This was too much; his 
father and his brothers were in despair; nobles and 
friends who had received him so well exclaimed in great 
irritation : ' Have we not given him good wages ; has not 
the Church fed and taught him ? and now he wants to 
imitate the cuckoo that eats the mother who reared it.' f 

As these successive conversions gave the evangelicals 
more courage, they took an important step. Feeling the 
necessity of being strengthened in the faith by the celebra- 
tion of the Lord's Supper, they asked for it, and Farel, 
who was then at Morat, immediately returned to Orbe. 
On Whitsunday (28th May) at six in the morning — an 
hour selected to insure tranquillity for the act they were 
about to perform — ^he announced to a numerous assembly 
collected in the church the remission of all sins by the 
breaking of Christ's body on the cross ; and as soon as 
the sermon was ended, eight disciples came forward to 
break bread. They were Hugonin of Arnex and his wife, 
C. Hollard and his aged mother, Cordey and his wife, 
William Viret, Peter's father,* and George Grivat, after- 
wards pastor at Avenches ; many of the evangelicals did 
not think themselves sufficiently advanced in the faith to 
take part in this act, and doubtless Peter Viret was ab- 
sent. Two of the eight disciples modestly spread a white 

* Mint, du Sire de Pierrefieur, p. 26§, • , 

t Ibid., p. 41. , ^ ; , 
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doth over a bench, on which they placed the bread and 
wine. Farel sank on his knees and prayed, all following 
his prayer in their hearts. When the minister rose np he 

asked: 'Do you each forgive one another?' and the 

believers answered Yes. Next Farel bioke off a morsel 
of bread for each, sa}'ing he gave it them in memory of 
Christ's passion, and after that he handed them the cup.' 
The minister and these true disciples possessed by &ith 
the real presence of Jesus in their hearts. They had 
hardly finished when the exasperated priests entered the 
church hastily and sang the mass as loud as they could. 
The next day, Whitmonday, there was a fresh scandal : 
the evangelicals were at work. 'Ha!' said many in- 
dignantly ; 'they keep no holiday, except the Sunday /'* 

If the evangelization had continued in a peaceful course 
of christian edification, the city would in all probability 
have been entirely gained over ; but the Reformation had 
its ' enfans terribles.' Calvin said in vain : ' Those who 
are wise according to God are modest, peaceable, and 
gentle. They do not conceal vices ; they endeavor rather 
to correct them, but 4)rovided it be in peace, that is to 
say, with so much moderation that unity remains un- 
broken. Peaceable and loving representations ought not 
to be laid aside, and those who desire to be physicians 
must not be executioners.' f 

A fine stone crucifix in St. Germain's cemetery had 
beei;i thrown down, and another, which stood at a cross 
road near the city, had been destroyed : but this had 
been done at night and it was not known by whom. Ere 
long the ardent refornjer* grew bolder, and especially 
Christopher Hollard, a true iconoclast of the Reform, 
who thought more of pulling down than building up. 
One day, as Farel was preaching before the deputies of 
Berne and Friburg, Hollard flew at an image of the Vir- 

* We ape indebte4 to the oatholip Pierrefleur for these particulars. 
^ Mimoir^a^ p. 44, 

< :: ^::t^eaiviii, Ov, S,.Jaaqueg, iv. 18, 

* ^ ^ ^ • ^ 
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gin and dashed it to pieces. Another day he threw down 
the great altar of the church of Our Lady. This was 
not enough. 

According to HoUard, whose mind was upright, and 
even pious, but ardent, extreme, and rather deficient in 
judgment, the Reformation, that is to say, the destruction 
of images and altars, did not go on fast enough, and he 
therefore resolved to carry it out on a grand scale. He 
took twelve companions with him ; and these agents of 
the judgments of God (as they thought themselves), 
going from street to street and from church to church, 
* pulled down all the altars ' in the seven churches of the 
city ; twenty-six heaps of rubbish bore witness to their 
triumph. They could say, no doubt, that all worship 
paid to an image is a relic of paganism ; but their fault 
was to suppose that catholics ought to adore God, not 
according to their catholic conscience, but according to 
that of the reformed protestants. The people looked at 
each other with alarm, but said nothing. ^ I was greatly 
astonished,' says De Pierrefleur, * at the patience of the 
populace.' ' Sir banneret,' obsefrved some catholics, * if 
we did not feel great loyalty towards our lords of Berne, 
the body of Christopher HoUard would not have touched 
eaii;h ;' that is to say, they would have hanged him. 
These combatants were pretty well matched for gentle- 
ness. The catholics set up tables in place of the altars, 
upon which they celebrated mass * rather meanly.' * 

The intolerance of Chi-istopher Hollard and of one of 
his friends, named Tavel, threatened to substitute a new 
tyranny for the ancient tyranny of popery. Alas ! the 
protestant clergy have sometimes been known to oppose 
the disciples and doctrines of the gospel, just as the 
Romish clergy would have done. Intolerance is a vice 
of human natm*e which even piety does not always cure. 
The priests saying mass at their little tables offended 

• MSm, du Si e de Pierrefleur, pp. 41-42, 50-61. 
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Hollard and Tavel. Agasse was no longer governor ; he 
had been removed by the influence of Berne, and Anthony 
Secretan, one of the reformed, put in his place. The two 
fiery Lutherans laid a complaint before him against all 
piiests as being murierers (of souls) : and according to 
the custom of the age, surrendered themselves prisoners. 
The governor ordered the Roman ecclesiastics to be ar- 
rested, which was no easy matter, for there were some 
sturdy fellows among them. Three sergeants having 
attempted to seize Messire Pierre Bovey in the street, 
the stout priest ^ dragged them into the passage of a 
house,' and their beat them so that they were glad to 
escape out of his hands. Having thus defended himself 
like a lion, he remained free ; but it was not so with 
Blaise Foret, the cur6, who ' went like a sheep straight 
to prison.' The officers put him along with the rest, who 
were ' well treated at bed and board, with permission to 
go all over the castle.' * Some bold priests (for they were 
not all shut up) chanted mass at five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, notwithstanding the prohibition. The catholics at- 
tended * armed with pikes, halberds, and clubs ; and rang 
the bells as if the city were on fire.' Before long the 
intolerant protestants received a severe and well merited 
lesson. 

The grand banneret Pierrefleur, who was a man of the 
world, well read, of a cultivated mind, charming sim- 
plicity, and profound intelligence, combined great decision 
of character with Vaudois good-temper. Being a cath- 
olic from conviction, and knowing that the majority of 
the inhabitants were for the Roman &ith, and disgusted 
at seeing the priests, in prison and the faithful compelled 
to hear mass almost in secret, he summoned a general 
council of the people. ' Will you,' he asked them, ' will 
you have the mass, and live and die in the holy &ith, like 
your forefathers ? If you do wish it, let every one hold 

* Mim, du Sire de Pierrefleur ^ pp. 62-63« 
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up his finger, and if perchance there should be any one of 
a contrary opinion, let him leave the assembly.' Every 
one raised his finger in token of an oath, whereupon the 
Friburgers sent a herald to Orbe. The priests were 
taken out of prison, and those who had helped to pull 
down the altars were put in their place. There were 
fifteen in all, and among them was Elizabeth's husband, 
the noble Hugonin of Amex. They were not so well 
treated at ' bed and board ' as the priests had' been, but 
were put on bread and water ; after three days, however, 
they were allowed to return home. * During this time 
the priests and fervent catholics were restoring the altars 
everywhere. It required more than twenty years for the 
Reform in Orbe to recover from the blow inflicted on it 
by the intolerance of Hollard and his friends. It was not 
till 1554 that an assembly of the people decided by a 
majority of eighteen votes in favor of the establishment 
of evangelical worship. The priests, nuns, and friars then 
left the city for ever, amid the tears of their supporters, f 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE BATTLES OP GEANDSON. 
(1631—1532.) 

Fabel's zeal was not cooled by the check he had re- 
ceived at Orbe ; he saw before him other places that 
must be evangelized. If he withstood the ambitious 
demands of the new converts who, like Hollard, fancied 
themselves more capable than they really were, and in- 
discreetly sought for consecration to the holy ofiice, he 

* Mem. du Sire de Pierrefleur, p. 56. 

•f * Vicerunt nostri octodecim sufifragiis.* — ^Viret to Calvin, lltJi 
August, 1554. Sec alao Pierrefleiir, p. 297. 
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did bnt seek with more zeal for servants of God, who 
possessed a spirit of strength, charity, and prudence. Cer- 
tain men appeared to him to have been ripened in France 
hj persecntion. He inirited into Switzerhmd Tonssaint, 
Lecomte, Symphoranos, Andronicns, and others. As 
soon as these brethren arrived, he sent them into the har- 
vest ; * and frequently after fervent prayers he seemed to 
see the whole valley enclosed between the Jura and the 
Alps filled with the living waters of the Gospel. * Of a 
truth,' said he, ^ if we look at the times that have gone 
before, the work of Christ is glorious now. . . .And yet 
what roots remain to be torn up before, the field is ready 
to receive the divine seed.f What works to be accom- 
plished, what toils to be endured, what enemies to be 
overcome ! . . . . We have need of laborers inured to labor. 

I can not promise them mountains of gold,{ but I 

know that the Father will never abandon His own, and 
that He will give them an abundant harvest.' 

In Farel's heaii; overwhelming depression often followed 
close upon the fairest expectations. One sorrow espe- 
cially afflicted him : the malady of petty questions seemed 
threatening to invade the new Church. At all times nar- 
row and ill-balanced minds attach themselves to certain 
details in the doctrine of baptism, the Lord's Supper, the 
ministry, and so forth : they are eager about anise and 
cummin^ and by their minutiae encumber the kingdom of 
Christ. Farel, who with a holy doctrine and unwearied 
activity combined a wise discernment and a large liberal 
spirit, trembled lest this weakness of little understandings 
had crept into th^ minds of the ministers to whom he ad- 

* * Frotres qui huo venerunt in mcssem misAi sunt.* — ^Farellns 
Andronioo, Jan. 27, 1681. Choupard MSS. 

t * Quam diffioiles eradicatu supersant radioes, anteqnam oovale 
jacicndo scraini sit idoneum.' — Farellus Andronico, Jan. 27, 1531, 
Choupard MSS. 

t * Aureos monies poUioeri nolo. —-Ibid. 

4 Mattliow xxiii. 23. 
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dressed his call. There happened to be at Strasbiirg just 
then a christian man named Andronicus, whom the re- 
former desired to attract into Switzerland ; but he wished to 
know whether he was tainted with formalism or fanaticism — 
two evils which sometimes met on the banks of the Rhine. 
He resolved to speak frankly to him, and his letter shows 
us his opinion of the ministry: 'Dear. brother,' he wrote 
to Andronicus, ' do you possess Christ so as to teach Him 
purely, apart from the empty controversies of bread and 
KxUery taxes and tithes^ which in the eyes of many consti- 
tute Christianity?* Are you content to require of all 
that, renouncing ungodliness and unrighteousness, they 
should arm themselves with faith, and press to their 
hearts the heavenly treasure, Christ who sitteth at the 
right hand of the Father ? Are you ready to give to all 
authorities what is their due — ^taxes, tithes — ^to pay them 
not only to the ungodly, but also to the brethren ? Do 
you seek Christ's glory only ? Do you propose simply to 
plant in their hearts the faith that worketh by charity ? 
Are you resolved to bear the cross ? for, be assured, the 
cross awaits you at the door. If you are ready to bear 
it, then, dear brother, come instantly.' Such was the 
wise language of the most ardent of the reformers. 

While Farel was thus loudly calling for new workers, 
he was getting rid of the idle and cowardly, promising 
to all of them fatigue, insult, and persecution : it was with 
such promises that the reformer levied his soldiers. 'Do 
not look for idleness, but for labor,'f he said ; ' only after 
fatigue will you find repose, and you will not reap until 
after you have sown at your own cost. A wide door is 
opened, but no one can enter except those who desire to 



* * Sine vanis controversiis vel aquse vel panis aut censuuin aut de- 
oimaram, in quibus pars Chiistianismum putat.' — Farellus Andronico. 
Choupard MSS. 

1 Non est quod oUamezpectes sed negotiKin.* — Farellus Andronico, 
Feb. 12, 1631. 
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feed the sheep and not to devour them, and who are de- 
termined to reply with kindness to the insults with whidi 
they are assailed. Labor and toil await yoa.* I can 
promise yon nothing but trouble. . . .K yoa will come 
with ns, know that you are entering into a hard service. 
You will have to fight not against craven and disheartened 
adversaries, but against enemies brimful of decision and 
strength. Be therefore a brave and noble soldier ; attack 
the enemy joyfully, and rush into the hottest of the fight, 
placing your confidence in God, to whom alone belong 
the battle and the victory. It is not we who fight, but 
the Lord.f 

But Farel called to the battle in vain : the timid recruits 
would not join the • army. He received some little help 
indeed, but what was that for so great a work ? Then his 
appeals grew louder. In the presence of the gigantic 
Alps, this humble man rose like them: his language 
swelled and resembled rather the cry of a soldier strugg- 
ling in the midst of the enemy's ranks, than the sweet and 
subtle voice of the Gospel of peace. 'We are in the 
thick of the fight,' he said ; ' the conflict is terrible ; we 
are fighting man to man .... but the Lord giveth the vic- 
tory to his own.J; Take up the sword, set the helmet on 
your head, buckle on the breastplate, hang the shield to 
your arm, gird your loins ; and being thus armed with the 
panoply of God, rush into the midst of the battle, hurl the 
darts, throw down the enemy on every side, and piit all 
the army to fligbt.§ .... But alas I instead of joining the 

• 'Labores plurimi.' — Farellus Andronico, Feb. 12, 1531. 

t * Sed in ipso pugnee lestu, robustos ao plenis viribus hostes alaoer 
aggrediaris,. oollocata in Deum fidiiola, oujuB est victoria sicut et 
pugna ; son eniin nos pugnamns, sed Dominus.* — Farellus Andronico, 
Jan. 27, 1531. Choupard MSS. 

t ' Pugnam fervere, enm hostibos consertas manus jungere, Tioto- 
riam suis impartire, sed non citra sudorem.* — Farellus Andronico, 
April 1531. Choupard MSS- 

§ * In medios hostes prosilire, jacula Yibrai*e, hi.stes hinc inde pro*- 
temere ac dissiparc' — Ibid, • 
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soldiers of Christ, instead of rushing into the Lord's bat- 
tles, you fear the cross, and the dangers that lie in wait 
for you. Preferring your own ease, you refuse to come to 
the assistance of your brethren .... Is that the behaviour 
of a christian ? . . . . The Holy Scriptures declare that the 
Lord will exact a severe reckoning for such cowardice. . . 
Beware lest you bury the talent you have received. . . . 
Call to mind that you must give an account of all those 
souls, whom tyranny holds captive in its gloomy dun- 
geons. You can set the light before their eyes, you can 
deliver them from their chains, you must conjure them to 
throw themselves into the ai*nis of Jesus Christ. . . .Do 
not hesitate .... Christ must be prefen'ed to everything. 
Do not trouble yourself about what your wife wishes and 
requires, but about what God asks and commands.'*. 
More powerful solicitations had never been made ; there 
was a new Paul in the world at this time. At last Farel's 
earnestness prevailed. Andronicus and others hastened 
to him, and labored with him in the country that stretches 
from Basle to Berne as far as Geneva. 

Delighted at receiving such helpers, the reformer 
hastened to fresh combats. Every parish, village, and 
town was to be won to Christ by an obstinate struggle. 
There is no soldier that has fought more battles. We 
can only find a parallel to Farel in the convert of Damas- 
cus. He took with him De Glautinis, minister of Tavan- 
nes, in the Bernese Jura, who had come to his help, and 
quitted Orbe, leaving on his left the picturesque gorge of 
the Jura, where the village of St. Croix lies hid, and over 
which soar the lofty tops of the Chasseron, and turned his 
steps towards Grandson. Ere long he came in sight of 
the celebrated walls of the old castle which stood near 
the extremity of the lake of Neuoh^tel. This place, 

* *Nec tantopere curandum quid uxor velit et poscat, sed quaa 
Deus ipse petat et jubeat.' — ^Farellus Andronico, April 1531. Chotl- 
pard MSS. 
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which was about to become an eyangelical battle-field, 
.had witnessed a far different struggle. Here, in 1476, the 
Swiss had rushed from the heights of Champagne and 
Bonvillars, while the terrible roaring of the bull of Uii 
portended death, and the cow of Underwald uttered its 
warning sound.* Here they bent the knee in presence of 
the hostile columns, and rising with shouts of * Grandson P 
playing their fearful music, unfurling their ancient ban- 
ners, and guarding them with their long and formidable 
spears, they charged the Burgundians with the rush of 
the tempest.. Vainly did the commander of the cavalry. 
Sire Louis of Chateau-Guyon, brother of the Prince of 
Orange and of the Lord of Orbe and Grandson, — vainly 
did he spur his large war-horse and charge impetuously 
at the head of six thousand horsemen ; vainly did he seize 
the banner of Schwytz, In der Gruob of Berne had given 
him a death-blow, and the Burgundians, as they saw the 
gigantic warrior &11, were struck with terror. Grandson 
as well as Orbe were lost to the family of that hero, and 
the sovereignty of the two towns passed to the cantons of 
Berne and Friburg. A panic spread through the ranks, 
and Charles the Bold was forced to fly, leaving behind 
him four hundred silk tents embroidered with gold and 
pearls, six hundred standards, and an immense quantity 
of plate, money, jewels, and predious stones. This vigor- 
ous attack and glorious victoiy, the fame of which still 
remained in that peaceful country, was a type of the work 
that Farel was to accomplish. By his means, Berne was 
about to strike at Grandson as well as Orbe a more for- 
midable enemy than the Lord of Ch^teau-Guyon.f 

On the shore of the lake at the entrancte of the town 
stood the vast convent of the Gray Friars. Farel and his 
friend De Glautinis, who accompanied him, stopped before 
its walls and said to each other that to this place doubt- 

* Warlike musical instruments. 

* Chronique de Neuchatel. Chant de bataille, par un Lucemois. 
Hiiller, Hist, de la Conjid. Suisse. 
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less the Lord had first directed their steps. They rang, 
entered the parlor, and the superior of the monastery, 
Friar Guy Begis, having asked them what they wanted, 
they begged him very coolly 'in the name of the Lords 
of Berne,' to grant them the use of the church. But Guy 
Regis, a tesolute man and earnest priest, who knew all 
that had happened at Orbe, was offended at such inso- 
lence. ' Heretic !' said he to Farel. ' Son of a Jew I' ex- 
claimed another monk. The i:eception was not encourag- 
ing. The two ministers discussed with some friends of 
the Word of God, what was to be done. *• Go to the 
priory on the hill,' said the latter. 'As you bear a letter 
from Messieurs of Berne for the prior, the monks will not 
dare refuse you.' 

Accordingly Farel, De Glautinis, ^nd a few of the 
brethren, proceeded to the Benedictine convent. They 
knocked and the door was opened; several monks ap- 
peared. As they knew already something about the 
arrival of the missionaries, they looked at them from 
head to foot, and Farel had scarcely asked permission to 
preach, when a loud uproar arose in the cloister. The 
sacristan hid a pistol under his frock, another friar armed 
himself with a knife, and both came forward stealthily to 
lay hands upon the heretic who (according to them) was 
disturbing all the churches. The sacristan arrived first ; 
pointing the pistol at Farel with one hand, he seized him 
with the other, and pulling him along, endeavored to 
drag him into the convent, where a prison awaited him. 
De Glautinis observing this, sprang forward to rescue his 
friend, but the other monk, arriving at the scene of com- 
bat, fell upon him, flourishing his knife. Alarmed by the 
noise within the cloister, the friends of the evangelists, 
who had remained at the door, waiting to know whether 
they could hear Farel or not, rushed in and tore both him 
and his comrade from the stout arms of the monks. The 
gates of the monastery were closed immediately, and they 
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remained SO for a whole fortnight, so great was the tenor 
inspired by the reformers. 

Farel seeing there was nothing to be done at Grandson 
just then, departed for Morat, beseeching De Glantinus, 
whom he left behind him, to take advantage of every 
opportunity to proclaim the gospel. The monks en- 
trenched within their walls, trembled, deliberated, kept 
watch, and armed themselves against this one mdn, as if 
they had an army before them. Convent gates and 
church doors were all' close shut. De Glautinns, finding 
that he could not preach in the churches, determined to 
preach in the streets and in private houses ; but he had 
hardly begun when the monks, informed by the signals 
of their agents whom they had instructed not to loso 
sight of the evangelist, made a vigorous sally. Guy 
Regis, the valiant superior of the Gray Friars, the pre- 
centor, and all the monks came to the place where De 
Glautinis was preaching, and boldly placed themselves 
between him and his hearers : ' Conie,' said the superior, 
*come, if you dare, before the king or the emperor. 
Come to Besangon, to D61e, or to Paris ; I will show you 
and all the world that your preaching is mere witchcraft. 
Begone, we have had enough of you. You shall not en- 
ter the churches.' As soon as this harangue was over, 
the monks capped it by roaring out : ' Heretic, son of a 
Jew, apostate ! ' The troop having thus fired their volley, 
hastily retreated within their walls.* 

Some Beraese deputies, who chanced to be at Neu- 
ch^tel, hearing what was going on at Grandson, went 
thither without delay. They did not wish to force the 
people to be converted, but they desired that all under 
their rule should hear the gospel without hindrance, and 
thus have liberty to decide with full knowledge for Rome 
or for the Reformation. When the Bernese lords arrived 
at Grandson, which is not far from Neuch&tel, they or* 

• Chroniqueurf p. 112. 
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dered the conventaal churches to be thrown open to the 
reformers. A messenger was sent to Farel, who returned 
immediately, bringing Viret with him, and from the 12th 
May the three evangelists began to preach Sundays and 
week-days. The monks, surprised, irritated, and yet 
restrained By fear of their dread lords, looked with 
gloomy eyes on the crowd that came to hear the heresy. 
The superior of the Gray Friars, who had a great repu- 
tation for learning, thought himself called upon to resist 
the reformers. They had hardly left the pulpit when he 
entered it, and thus Farel and Guy Regis attacked and 
refuted each other, struggling, so to say, hand to hand. 
The evangelist preached grace, the monk prescribed 
works; the former reproached his opponent with dis- 
obeying Scripture, the latter reproached the other with 
disobeying the Church. The monks went further still : 
they conjured the magistrates to come to the defence of 
the faith, and the latter outlawed the ministers, while 
the sergeants arrested them. The populace, seeing them 
in the hands of the officers, followed them and covered 
them with abuse, and they were shut up in prison.* 

Thus the struggle descended 'to the people and grew 
aU the warmer. Parties were formed, bands were or- 
ganized. The catholics, in order to distinguish them- 
selves, stuck fir-cones in their caps, and thus adorned 
stalked proudly through the streets. Their adversaries 
said to them as they passed : ' You insult Messieurs of 
Berne ;' to which they arrogantly answered : * You shaU 
not prevent us.' 

The inhabitants of Yverdun, a neighboring town, which 
eagerly espoused the cause defended by Guy Regis, or- 
ganized, not a troop of soldiers, but a procession. It 
quitted the town and passed along the shore of the lake; 
clerical banners instead of military colors waved above 

* 'DnrsBchet, gebalgets, yencliineht. . . Gott gelsestert.* — ^Beme 
to the bailli of GrandflOD, June 7* 
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their heads, sacred chants instead of drams and trumpets 
filled the air. At last this curious reinforcement reached 
the city where such a fierce struggle was going on. The 
catholics no longer doubted of victory. M^s minds 
grew heated and their passions were inflamed. Farel 
and his friends, having been set at liberty, a black friar 
named Claude de Boneto stuck to the reformer and loaded 
him with abuse. The latter undismayed ssdd: ^Chris- 
tians, withdraw from the pope who has laid insupportsu 
blc burdens on your back, which he will not touch with 
the tip of his finger. Come to Him who has taken all 
your burden and placed it on his own shoulders. Do 
not trust in the priests or in Rome. Have confidence in 
Jesus Christ.' * The council of Berne took up the de- 
fence of the evangelist, and condemned friar Boneto.f 

As the support of Yverdun had produced no effect, 
help was sent from Lausanne. On St. John's day (2Sth 
June) a cordelier arrived at Grandson to preach in honor 
of the sainU The church of the Franciscans was soon 
crowded, and Farel and De Glautinis were in the midst 
of the throng. The strange things which the preacher 
said filled them with sorrow; presently the reformer 
stood up, and (as was the custom of the times) began to 
refute the monk. The latter stopped, and the eyes of 
the assembly were turned upon the minister with signs 
of angen The bailifi*, John Reyff of Friburg, a good 
catholic, unable to restrain himself, raised his hand and 
struck Farel. This was the signal for a battle. Judges, 
gray friars, and burgesses of Grandson, who had come 
armed to the church, fell upon the two miuisters, threw 
them to the ground, and showered blows and kicks 
upon them. Their friends hastened to their help, flung 
themselves into the midst of the fray, and succeeded in 

• SommairCt etc. p. 181. 

t The Choupard MS. gives the sentence of Berne under the date 
of 17th June 1531. 



GHAF, IV. THE SBNTLKSLS. 241 

rescuing the reformers from the hands of the riotous 
crowd ; but not before they had been ' grievously mal- 
treated in the face and other parts.' The grand bsmneret 
of Orbe saw it, and it is he who tells the story,* 

The evangelicals lost no time : one of them started off 
at once to see the Sieur de Watteville, the avoyer of 
Berne, who chanced to be at his estate of Colombier, 
three leagues from Grandson. That magistrate went to 
the town, and wishing to put the inhabitants in a position 
to exercise the right of free inquiry, according to the 
principles of Berne, he ordered the cordelier and Farel to 
preach by turns, and then went to the church, attended 
by his servant, with the view of hearing both preachers. 
But there was something else to be done first. The peo- 
ple were still agitated with the emotions of the preceding 
day, and pretended that the reformers wanted to pull 
down the great crucifix, which w-as much respected by 
all the city. Two monks, Tissot and Gondoz, were dis- 
tinguished by their zeal for the doctrines of the pope ; 
sincere but fanatical, they would have thought they were 
doing God a service by murdering Farel, They had 
been posted as sentinels to defend the image supposed to 
be threatened. Armed with axes hidden under their 
frocks, they paced backwards and forwards, silent and 
watchful, at the foot of the stairs which led to the gallery 
where the famous crucifix stood. When the Lord of 
Berne appeared, one of the sentinels, seeing a strange 
face, which had an heretical look about it, stopped him 
abruptly. ' Stand back, you can not pass this way,' he 
said, while his comrade rudely pushed the Sieur de 
Watteville. ' Gently,' said the avoyer in a grave tone ; 
*you should not get in such a heat.' The patrician's 
serving-man, exasperated at this want of respect to his 
master, and less calm than he was, caught the cowled 
sentinel round the body, and feeling the axe under his 

* M^m, du Sire de Pierrefleur^ p. 167. 

Vol, iii-ll 
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frock, took it away and was about to strike him with it, 
when the Bernese lord checked him. All the monks fled 
in alarm, and De Watteville remaining master of the 
ground, placed his servant there on guard. The latter, 
stalking up and down with the axe on his shoulder, kept 
watch instead of the monks. 

He had been there only a few minutes, when abont 
thirty women, with flashing eyes and sullen air, each 
holding her serge apron gathered up in front, made their 
appearance and endeavored to get into the gallery. Some 
had filled their aprons with mould from their gardens, 
and others with ashes from their kitchens, and with these 
weapons they were marching to battle. Their plan wa4s 
not, indeed, to engage in a regular fight, but to lie ia 
ambitsh in the galleiy near the pulpit ; an^then as soon 
as Farel appeared, to throw the ashes into his eyes and 
the earth into his mouth, and so silence the fearless 
preacher of the Gospel. This was their notion of con- 
troversy. The troop approached : the avoyer's serving- 
man, firm as became a servant of my lord of Berne, was 
still pacing to and fro, axe in hand. He perceived the fem- 
inine battalion, inMnediately saw. what was their intention, 
and advanced brandishing the weapon he had taken from 
the* monks. The devotees of Grandson, seeing a Bernese 
instead of a gray friar, were alarmed ; they shrieked, let 
go their aprons, suffered the mould and ashes to fall upon 
the floor of the church, and ran off to their homes. 

The conspiracies of the monks and of the women being 
thus baffled, the Bernese magistrate did not take advan- 
tage of it to make Farel preach alone. He wished the 
balance to be even. The gray friar therefore and the 
reformer quietly took their turns. Tissot and Gondoz, 
who had stopped De Watteville, were imprisoned for a 
fortnight. The two monks, recovering from their passion, 
began to consider what this Lutheran doctrine could be 
which possessed such stanch adherents. The reformers 
visited them, and showed them much affection. The 
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monks were touched, they saw that the heresy of which 
they had been so afraid was simply the all-merciful Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. They left the prison with new 
thoughts, and two years later, says the banneret, ' they 
received the Lutheran law, were made preachers, one at 
Fontaines, the x)ther at Chavomay, married, and had a 
large family of children.' In the days of the Reforma- 
tion, as in those of the apostles, it was often seen that 
those who ' kicked against the pricks ' obtained mercy 
and became heralds of the faith.* 

A last tumult was to cause the principles of religious 
liberty to be proclaimed in Switzerland. It occurred at 
Orbe during the Christmas holidays. The catholics, 
proud of the midnight devotions customary among them 
at that season of the year, insulted the reformed : ' Go 
to bed,' they said ; ' while we are singing the praises of 
God in the church you will be sleeping in your beds like 
swine.' .... The reformers, who did not like midnight 
masses with all their profanations, desired to take advan- 
tage of the evening hours, when the cessation of labor 
gave an opportunity of collecting a large congregation. 
At seven o'clock on ChriRtmas eve they asked the gov- 
ernor for the keys of the church : * It is not sermon time,' 
he answered, ' and you shall not have them.' They re- 
joined that every hour, except at night, was sermon time ; 
and being determined to begin the evening services, they 
went to the church, opened the doors, the preacher got 
up into the pulpit, and in a moment the place was crowd* 
ed. A few priests or bigots, peeping into the building, 
exclaimed in surprise at the crowd : ' The devil must 
have sent a good many there ! ' The minister (it may 
have been Viret) explained the great mystery of faith, 
the coming of the Saviour, and asked his hearers if they 
would not receive him into their hearts. The sermon had 
lasted some time, and the clock struck nine. Immediately 

* Chonpard MSS. Siettler MSS. MSm, du iSire de Pierrefleur. 
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the bells^rang, and the catholics crowded into the chnrch, 
although there was no service at that hour. 

The reforme<l being unwilling to quan'el, retired home 
quietly; but a mischievous fellow, who had crept into 
the assembly with the intention of exciting the people, 
began to whisper to his neighbors that the heretics were 
going to destroy everything at St. Claire. This was 
£Eilse, but they believed it ; the crowd deserted the altars, 
and, meeting with a few reformers in the streets, knocked 
some down, and broke the heads of others ; the best 
known among them had already reached home, but the 
catholic population assembled in front of their houses, 
and threw stones at their windows. Viret departed for 
Berne with ten of the reformed, in order to make his 
complaint.* 

A few days later, on the 9th January 1532, two hun- 
dred and thirty ministers assembled at Berne, among 
whom was the wise Capito, and formed a sort of council. 
Having most of them left the Romish church, they de- 
sired liberty not only for themselves, but also for their 
adversaries. The laymen were of the same opinion. 
Berne, the representative of protestantism, agreed with Fri- 
burg, the champion of popery, on this subject. * We de- 
sire,' said the Bernese, * that every one should have free 
choice to go to the preaching or to mass.' * And we also,' 
said the Friburgers. * We desire that all should live in 
peace together, and that neither priests nor preachers 
should call their adversaries heretics or murderers. * And 
we also,' said the Friburgers. * Nevertheless, we do not 
wish to hinder the priests and preachers from conferring, 
amicably and fraternally concerning the fkith.' 'Quite 
right,' said the Friburgers. These articles, and others like 
them — the first monument of religious liberty in Switzer- 
land — were published on the 30th January 1632.f It is 

♦ * Jf^m. du Sire de PierreJUur, p. 74. Rucliat, iii.p. 45. 
t Mem. du Sire de Fierrefleur, pp. 82-85. Chonpard MSS. . Ba* 
ehat, ill. p. 47. 
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^ to be regretted that this proclamation of the sixteenth 

century was not henceforward taken as a pattern in all 
^ christian countries, and in Switzerland, where it was 

i drawn up. The order did not for long jtfevent violent 

I collisions. 

I We shall now leave this quarter, and follow elsewhere 

, the great champion of the Word of God, Farel ; but we 

^ shall return here later. The evangelical seed was to be 

sown still more abundantly in the Pays de Vaud, and 
that soil, which appeared adverse at first, will produce and 
has produced, in our days especially, the finest of fruits. 



CHAPTER V. 

THB WALDENSES APPEAB. 
(1526 TO October 1632.) 

On Friday, 12 th July, Farel came from Morat to 
Grandson, where a quiet conference was to be held. 
Four disciples of the Gospel begged to receive the im- 
position of hands. Farel and his colleagues examined 
them, and, finding them fitted for the evangelical work, 
sent them to announce the Gospel in the neighboring 
villages of Gy, Fy, Montagny, Noville, Bonvillars, St. 
Maurice, Champagne, and Concise. But the conference 
was to be occupied with more important business. 

For two or three years past a strange report had cir- 
culated among the infant churches that were forming be- 
tween the Alps and the Jura. They heard talk of chris- 
tians who belonged to the Reformation without having 
ever been reformed. It was said that in some of the 
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remote valleys of the Alps of Piedmont and Dauphiny, 
and in certain parts of Calabria, Apulia, Provence, Lor- 
raine, and ^ther countries,* there were believers who for 
many centuries had resisted the pope and recognized no 
other authority than Holy Scripture. Some called them 
'Waldenses,' others *poor men of Lyons,' and othei*s 
* Lutherans.' The report of the victories of the Reforma- 
tion having penetrated their valleys, these pious men had 
listened to them attentively ; one of them in particular, 
Martin Gonin, pastor of Angrogne, was seriously moved 
by them. Being a man of decided and enterprising 
character, and ready to give his life for the Gospel, the 
pious harbe (the name given by the Waldenses to their 
pastors) had felt a lively desire to go and see closely what 
the Reformation was. This thought haunted him every- 
where : whether he traversed the little glens which di- 
vided his valley, like a tree with its branches,f or whether 
he followed the course of the torrent, or sat at the foot of 
the Alps of Cella, Vachera, and Infernet, Gonin sighed 
after Wittembei'g and Luther. At last he made up his 
mind; he departed in 1526, found his way to the re- 
formers, and brought .back into his valleys much good 
news and many pious books. From that time the Re- 
formation was the chief topic of conversation among the 
barbes and shepherds of those mountains. 

In 1530 many of them, threading the defiles of the 
Alps, arrived on the French slopes, and following the 
picturesque banks of the Durance, took their way towards 
Merindol, where a synod of Waldensian christians had 
been convened. They walked on, animated with the 
liveliest joy ; they had thought themselves alone, and in 
one day there had been born to them in Europe thousands 
of brethren who listened humbly to the Word of God, and 
made the pope tremble on his throne They spoke 

* Fromont, Gestes de Genhve^ p. 2. 

t Leger, Hist, des Eglises Vaudoises, p. 8. 
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of the Reformation, of Luther, and Melanchthon, and of 
the Swiss as they descended the rough mountain paths. 
When the synod was formed, they resolved to send a de- 
putation to the evangelicals of Switzerland, to show them 
that the Waldensian doctrines were similar to those of the 
reformers, and to prevail upon the latter to give them the 
hand of fellowship. In consequence, two of them, George 
Morel and Peter Masson, set out for Basle. 

On their arrival in that city, they asked for the house 
cf CEcolampadius ; they entered his study, and the old 
times, represented by these simple-minded worthy barbes, 
greeted the new times in the person of the amiable and 
steadfast reformer. The latter could not see these brave 
and rustic men standing before him and not feel an emo- 
tion of respect and sympathy. The Waldenses took from 
their, bosoms the documents of their faith, and presented 
them to the pious doctor. 'Turning away from Anti- 
christ,' said these papers, and Masson and Morel repeated 
the words, * we turn towards Christ. He is our life, our 
peace, our righteousness, our shepherd, our advocate, our 
victim, our high-priest, who died for the salvation of believ- 
ers.* But alas ! as smoke goeth before the fire, the tempta- 
tion of Antichrist precedeth the glory.f In the time of the 
apostles Antichrist was but a child ; he has now grown into 
a perfect man. He robs Christ of the merit of salvation, and 
ascribes it to his own works. He strips the Holy Ghost of 
the power of regeneration, and attributes it to his ceremo- 
nies. He leads the people to mass, a sad tissue of Jewish, 
pagan, and christian rites, and deprives them of the spiri- 
tual and sacramental manducation.^ He hates, persecutes, 
accuses, robs, and kills the members of Jesus Christ.§ He 

* * Que Christ es la nostra vita, e verita, e pa^s^e jus titia, e pastor.' 
Confession de Foi dcs Vaudois, 

t * Enayma lo fum vai derant lo fuoc' — V Antichrist, 

t *Priva lo poble de TespiritQal e saoramental manjament* — 
V Antichrist. 

^ ' EI eyra, e pcrsec, e acaisonna, roba c mortifica li mcmbre de 
Christ.'— Ibid. 
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boasts of his length of life, of his monks, his virgins, his 
niracles, his &sts, and his vigils, and nses them as a cloak 
to hide his wickedness. Nevertheless, -the rebel is growing 
old and decreasing, and the Lord is killing the felon by 
the breath of his mouth.'* (Ecolampadins admired the 
simplicity of their creed. He would not have liked a 
doctrine without life, or an apparent life without doctrine, 
but he found both in the Waldensian barbes. ' I thank 
God,' he told them, *• that he has called you to so great 

iight.'t 

Ere long the doctors and faithful ones of Basle desired 
to see these men of ancient times. Seated round the 
domestic hearth, the Waldenses narrated the sufferings 
of their Others, and described their flocks scattered over 
the two slopes of the A^ps. ' Some people,' they said, 
* ascribe our origin to a wealthy citizen of Lyons, Peter 
de Vaux or Waldo, who, being at a banquet with his 
friends, saw one of them suddenly fall dead.J Moved 
and troubled in his conscience he prayed to Jesus, sold 
his goods, and began to preach and sent others to preach 
the Gospel every where.§ But,' added the barbes, ' we 
descend fi'om more ancient times, from the time when- 
Constantine introducing the world into the Church, our 
i^thers set themselves apart, or even from the time of the 
apostles.' II 

In the course of convereation, however, with these 
brethren, the christians of Basle noticed certain points of 
doctrine which did not seem conformable with evangelical 
truth, and a certain uneasiness succeeded to their former 
joy. Wishing to be enlightened, (Ecolampadins ad- 

♦ * Lo Segnor Jesns oeci aquest felon.' — Ibid. 

t Letter from (Ecolampadius, 13. Oct., 1630. 

t Anno 1170. 

^ 'Suis omnibus venditis, officiam apostolamm nsurpavit.* — Ste- 
phanus de Barbone, a dominican monk of Lyons, in 1225. 

ii * Aiiqui enim dicunt quod duravcrit a tempore Sylvestri, aliqui a 
tempore apostolorum.' — ^Reincrius, 1250, contra Waldenses, < li. iv. 
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•dressed a few questions to the two barbes. *A11 our 
ministers,' they answered on the first point, *live in celi- 
bacy, and work at some honest trade.' 'Marriage, how- 
ever,' said GEcolampadius, * is a state very becoming to all 
tiTie believers, and particularly to those who ought to be 
in all things ensamples to the flock. We also think,' he 
continued, ' that pastors ought not to devote to manual 
labor, as yours do, the time they could better employ in 
the study of scripture. The minister has many things to 
learn ; God does not teach us miraculously and without 
labor ; we must take pains in order to know.'* 

The barbes were at first a little confused at seeing that 
the elders had to learn of their juniors ; however, they 
were Jiumble and sincere men, and the Basle doctor hav- 
ing questioned them on the sacraments, they confessed 
that through weakness and fear they had their children 
baptized by Romish priests, and that they even com- 
municated with them and sometimes attended mass. This 
unexpected avowal startled the meek CEcolampadius. 
*What,' said he, *has not Christ, the holy victim, fully 
satisfied the everlasting justice for us ? Is there any need 
to offer other sacrifices after that of Golgotha ? By say- 
ing Amen to the priests' mass you deny the grace of Jesus 
Christ.' 

CEcolampadius next spoke of the strength of man after 
the fall. 'We believe,' said the barbes modestly, 'that 
all men have some natural virtue, just as herbs, plants, 
and stones have.f 'We believe,' said the reformer, 'that 
those who obey the commandments of God do so, not be- 
cause they have more strength than others, but because 
of the great power of the Spirit of God which renews 
their* will.'J 'Ah,' said the barbes, who did not feel 

* Scultet, ii. p. 294. Ruchat, ii. p. 320. 
t Latin paper of the barbes, 16th question. Rnchat, ii. p. 824. 
t *Ni8i per spiritum sanctum reparemur, nihil vel vclimus Tel 
agamus boni.'— (Ecolampadii Confession art. 1. 

11* 
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themselves in harmony with the reformers on this point, 
'nothing troubles us weak people so much as what we 
have heard of Luther's teaching relative to free-will and 

predestination Our ignorance is the cause of onr 

doubts : pray instruct us.' 

The charitable CEcolampadius did not think the differ- 
ences were such as ought to alienate him from the barbes. 
*We must enlighten these christians,' he said, *but above 
all things we must love them.' Had they not the same 
Bible and the same Saviour as the children of the Re- 
formation ? Had they not preserved the essential truths 
of the faith from the primitive times ? (Ecolampadios 
and his friends agitated by this reflection, gave their 
hands to the Waldensian deputation : ' Christ,' sajd the 
pious doctor, *is in you as he is in us, and we love you as 
brethren.' 

The two barbes left Basle and proceeded to Strasburg 
to confer with Bucer and Capito, after which they pre- 
pared to return to their valleys. As Peter Masson was 
of Burgundian origin, they determined to pass through 
Dijon, a journey not unattended with danger. It was 
said here and there in cloisters and in bishops' palaces 
that the old heretics had come to an understanding with 
the new. The pious conversation of the two Waldensians 
having attracted the attention of certain inhabitants of 
Dijon, a clerical and fanatical city, they were thrown into 
prison. What shall they do ? What, they ask, will be- 
come of the letters and instructions they are Ibearing to 
their religionists ? One of them, Morel, the bearer of 
this precious trust, succeeded in escaping : Masson, who 
was left, paid for both ; he was condemned, executed, 
and died with the peace of a believer. 

When they saw only one of their deputation appear, 
the Waldenses comprehended the dangers to which the 
brethren had been exposed, and wept for Masson. But 
the news of the reformers' welcome spread great joy 
among them, m Provocice, Dauphiny, in the valleys of 
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the Alps, and even to Apulia and Calabria. The obser- 
vations, however, of CEcolampadius, and his demand for 
a stricter reform, were supported by some and rejected 
by others. The Waldensians determined therefore to 
take another step : ' Let us convoke a synod of all our 
churches,' said they, ' and invite the refofmers to it.' 

One July day in 1532, when Farel was at Grandson, as 
we have seen, in conference with other ministers, he was 
told that two individuals, whose foreign look indicated 
that they came from a distance, desired to speak with 
him. The two barbes, one from Calabria, named George, 
the other Martin Gonin, a Piedmontese, entered the 
room. After saluting the evangelicals in the name of 
their brethren, they told them that the demand that had 
been addressed to them to separate entirely from Rome 
had caused divisionamong them. ' Come,' they said to the 
ministers assembled at Grandson, ^ come to the synod and 
explain your views on this important point. After that 
we must come to an understanding about the means of 
propagating over the world the doctrine of the Gospel 
which is common to both of us.' No message could be 
more agreeable to Farel ; and as these two points were 
continually occupying his thoughts, he determined to 
comply with the request of the Waldensian brethren. 
His fellow-countryman, the pious Saunier, wished to share 
his dangers. 

The members of the conference and the evangelicals of 
Grandson gazed with, respect upon these ancient wit- 
nesses of the truth, arriving among them from the farther 
slopes of the Alps and the extremity of Italy, where they 
would have had no idea of going to look for brethren. 
They crowded round them and gave them a welcome, 
ovei*flowing with love for them as they thought of the 
long fidelity and cruel sufferings of their ancestors. They 
listened with interest to the story of the persecutions 
endured by their fathers, and the heroism with which the 
Waldenses had endured them. They were all ears whou 
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they were told bow the barbes ^d thek flocks were sud- 
denly attacked by armed bands in their snowy monutains 
during the festival of Christmas in the year 1400; how 
men, women, and children had been compelled to flee 
over the rugged rocks, and how many of them had per- 
ished of cold and hunger, or had fallen by the sword. In 
one place the bodies of fourscore little children were found 
frozen to death in the stiffened arms of theii* mothers who 
had died with them.... In another place thousands of 
fligitiveswhohad taken refuge in the deep caverns (1488) 
had been suffocated by the fires which their cruel perse- 
cutors had kindled at the entrance of their hiding-place.'*' 
Would not the Reformation regard these martyrs as its 
precursors ? Was it not a privilege for it thus to unite 
with the witnesses who had given glory to Jesus Christ 
since the first ages of the Church ? 

Some of the Swiss christians were alarmed at the idea 
of Farel's journey. In truth great dangers threatened 
the reformer. The martyrdom of Peter Masson, sacri- 
ficed two years before, had exasperated the Waldenses 
of Provence, and their lamentations had aroused the 
anger of their enemies. The bishops of Sisteron, Apt, 
and Cavaillon had taken counsel together and laid a re- 
monstrance before the parliament of Aix, which had im- 
mediately ordered a raid to be made on the heretics : the 
prisons were filled with Waldensians and Lutherans, real 
or pretended. Martin Gonin, one of the two Waldensian 
deputies, was in a subsequent journey arrested at Gre- 
noble, put into a sack, and drowned in the Is^re. A 
similar fate might easily happen to Farel. Did not the 
country he would have to cross depend on the duke of 
Savoy, and had not Bellegarde and Challans laid hands 
on Bonivard in a country less favorable to ambuscades 
than that which Farel had to pass through ? That mat- 
tered not: he did not hesitate. He will leave these quar- 

* Seo tli9 ]u9torieB of Legor, Perrin, Muston, Monastier, <bo. 
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ters where the might of Berae protects him and pass 
through the midst of his enemies. ' There was in him 
the same zeal as in his Master,' says an historian ;* ^ like 
the Saviour, he feared neither the hatred of the Pharisees, 
nor the cunning of Herod, nor the rage of the people.' 
He made every preparation for his departure, and Sau- 
nier did the same.f , 

Just as Farei was about to leave Switzerland, he re- 
ceived unpleasant tidings from France, and thus found 
himself solicited on both sides. He wrote to his fellow- 
countrymen one of those letters, so full of consolation and 
wisdom, which characterize our reformers. ' Men look 
fiercely at you,' he said. ' and threaten you, and lay heavy 
fines upon you ; your mends turn their robes and become 
your enemies .... All men distress you .... Observing all 
modesty, meekness, and friendship, persevering in holy 
J)rayers, living purely, and helping the poor, commit 
everything to the Father of mercies, by whose aid you 
will walk, strong and unwearied, in all truth.'J 

Towards the end of August, Farel and Saunier took 
leave of the brethren around them, got on their horses, 
and departed. Their course was enveloped in mystery : 
they avoided the places where they might be known and 
traversed uninhabited districts. Having crossed the Alps 
and passed through Pignerol, they fixed their eyes, beam- 
ing with mournful interest, on the lonely places where 
almost inaccessible caverns, pierced in the rugged sides 
of the mountains, often formed the only temple of the 
christians, and where every rock had a history of perse- 
cution and martyrdom. Their place of meeting was An- 
grogne, in the parish of the pious Martin Gonin. The 
two reformers quitted La Tour, and following the sinuos* 
ities of the torrent, and turning the precipices, they ar- 

* Ascillon. 

t GEonpard MSS. L^ger, 2ine partie, p. 7, etc. Jlonastier, i. 
pp. 167, 201. Kircbhofer, FarcVs Leben, p. 163. 
t Letter of 26 Jnly ir)32. C onpai^ MSS. 
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lived at the foot of a magnificent forest, and then reached 
a vast plateau abounding in pastures : this was the Val 
d' Angrogne. They gazed upon the steep ranges of the 
Soirnan and Infernet, the pyramidal flanks of mount Van- 
dalin, and the gentler slopes upon which stood the lowly 
hamlets of the valley. They found Waldenses here and 
there in the meadows and at the foot of the roads ; some 
were prepared 'to be a guard for the ministers of the 
good law ;' and all looked with astonishment ^d joy at 
the pastors who came from Switzerland. ' That one with 
the red beard and riding the white horse is Farel,' said 
John Peyret of Angrogne, one of theu* escort, to his 
companions ; ' the other on the dark horse is SaunTer.' 
* There was also a third,' add tlft eye-witnesses, 'a tall 
man and rather lame ;' he may have been a Waldensian 
who had acted as a guide to the two deputies.* Other 
foreign christians met in this remote valley of the Alps. 
There were some from the southern extremity of Italy, 
from Burgundy, Lorraine, Bohemia, and countries nearer 
home. There was also a certain number of persons of 
more distinguished appearance : the lords of Rive Noble, 
Mirandola, and Solaro had quitted their castles to take 
part in this Alpine council. Clergy, senate, and people 
were thus assembled ; and as no room could have held 
the number, it was resolved to meet in the open air. 
Gonin selected for this purpose the hamlet of €hanforans, 
where there is now only one solitary house. There, 

4 
* Gilles, p. 40. Monastier, i. p. 201. "We learn from the Apologie 
du translateiir at the beginning of Olivetaa's Bible (1535) that 01i« 
vetan did not go into the valleys as some have believed ; bespeaks of 
two deputies only tinder the pseudonyms of HUerme Ctisemeih (Guil- 
laume Farel) and Antoine AlmeuUs (dX/zevrT}?, Salter, Sannier). As 
for the third, whom he calls Cephas Chlorotes, if he addressed the 
Apologie to him also, it was not because he had been to Angrogne, 
but because he had joined the other two in asking him to undertake 
that edition of the Bible. This Cephas Chlorotcs is evidently Peter 
Vir3t {xXwpo^y virens). 
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in a shady spot, on the side of the mountain, surrounded 
by an amphitheatre of rugged cliffs and distant peaks, tlie 
barbe had arranged the rude benches on which the mem- 
bers of this christian assembly were to sit. 

Two parties met there face to face. At the head of that 
which was unwilling to break entirely with the Roman 
Catholic Church were two barbes, Daniel of Valence and 
John of Molines, who struggled for the success of their 
system of accommodation and compliance. On the other 
hand Farel and Saunier supported the evangelical party, 
who had not such distinguished representatives as the 
traditional party, and proposed the definitive rejection 
of all semi-catholic doctrines and usages. Before the 
opening of the synod the two ministers, finding them- 
selves surrounded by numbers of the brethren, both in 
their homes and under the shade of the trees where the 
assembly was to be held, had already explained to them 
the faith of the Reformation, and several of the Walden- 
ses had exclaimed that it was the doctrine taught from 
father to son among them, and to which they were re- 
solved to adhere. Yet the issue of the combat appeared 
doubtful; for the semi-catholic party was strong, and 
described the reformers as foreigners and innovators who 
had come there to alter their ancient doctiines. But 
Farel had good hopes, for he could appeal to Holy Scrip- 
ture and even to the confessions of the Waldenses them- 
selves. 

On the 12th September the synod was opened ' in the 
name of God.' One party looked with favor on Farel 
and Saunier, the other on John of Molines and Daniel of 
Valence ; but the majority appeared to be on the side of 
the Reformation. Farel rose and boldly broached the 
question: he contended that there was no longer any 
ceremonial law, that no act of worship had any merit of 
itself, and that a multitude of feasts, dedications, rites, 
chants, and mechanical prayers was a great evil. He 
reminded them that Christian worship consists essentially 
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in faith in the Gospel, in charity, and in the confession of 
Chiist. * God is a spirit^ he said, ' and divine worship 
should be performed in spirit and in truth* The two 
barbes strove in vain to oppose these views, the meeting 
testified their assent to them. Did not their confession 
reject * all feasts, vigils of saints, water called holy, the 
act of abstaining from flesh, and other like things inven- 
ted by men ? ' * The worship in spirit was proclaimed. 

Farel, delighted at this first victory, desired to win 
another and perhaps more difficult one. He believed 
that it was by means of the doctrine of the natural power 
of man that popery took salvation out of the hands of 
God and put it into the hands of the priests : ' God,' said 
he, * has elected before the foundation of the world all 
those who have been or who will be saved. It is impos- 
sible for those who have been ordained to salvation not 
to be saved. Whosoever upholds freewill, absolutely 
denies the grace of God.' This was a point which Molines 
and his friend resisted with all their might. But did not 
the Waldensian confessions recognize the impotency of 
man and the all-sufficiency of grace ? Did not they call 
the denial of these things ' the work of Antichrist ? f 
Farel moreover adduced proof from Scripture. The 
synod was at first in suspense, but finally decided that it 
recognized this article as ' conformable with holy Scrip- 
ture.'J 

Certain questions of morality anxiously occupied the 
reformer. In his opinion the Romish Church had turned 
everything topsy-turvy, calling those works good which . 
she prescribed though they had nothing good in them, 
and those had which were in conformity with the will of 

* * Las festas et las vigilias de li sanct, e Taiga laqual dison benieta, 
Ac' 

t Legcr, Confession de Fox det Vaudois, p. 23, '^&no ; Traiti de 
rAntichristf p. 75. 

t Legcr, Brihe Confession dc Foi (1532), p. 95. 
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God. ' There is no good work but that which God has 
commanded,' said Farel, ^ and none bad but what He has 
forbidden.* The assembly expressed their entire as- 
sent. 
Then continuing the struggle, the firm evangelical 

doctor successively maintained that the true confession of 
a christian is to confess to God alone ; that marriage is 
forbidden to no man, whatever his condition ; that Scrip- 
ture determines only two sacraments, baptism and the 
Lord's Supper; that christians may swear in God's 
name and fill the office of magistrate ; and finally, that 
they should lay aside their manual occupations on Sunday 
in order to have leisure to praise God, exercise charity, 
and listen to the truths of Scripture.* ' Yes, that is it,' 
said the delighted Waldenses, ' that is the doctrine of our 
fethers.'f 

Molines and Daniel of Valence did not, however, con. 
sider their cause lost. Ought not the fear of persecution 
to induce the Waldenses to persevere in certain dissimu- 
lations calculated to secure them from the inquisitive 
eyes of the enemies of the faith ? Nothing displeased 
the reformers so much as dissembling. ' Let us put off 
that paint,' said Calvin, ' by which the Gospel is disfig- 
ured, and let us not endeavor slavishly to please our 
adversaries ; let us go boldly to work. If we permit 
compromises in some practices the whole doctrine will 
fall, and the building be thrown down.' J Farel thought 
as Calvin did. Perceiving this loophole for the two 
barbes, he urged the necessity of a frank confession of 
the truth. The members of the assembly, pricked in 
their consciences by the remembrance of their former 
backrslidihgs, bound themselves to take no part hence- 
forward in any Romish superstition, and to recognize as 



* linger, Brieve Confession, p. 96, verso. 

t Ibid. 

t Gilles, History of the Churches of'.Viedmontf p. 80. 
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their pastor no priest of the pope's church. * We will 
perform our worship/ they said, ' openly and publicly to 
give glory to God.' 

The two barbes, who were no doubt sincere, became 
more eloquent. The moment was come that was to de- 
cide the future. In their opinion, by establishing new 
principles they cast discredit on the men who had hither- 
to directed the churches. No doubt it was culpable to 
take part in certain ceremonies with an unworthy object, 
but was it so when it was done for good ends? To break 
entirely with the Catholic Church would render the ex- 
istence of the Waldenses impossible, or at least would 
provoke hostilities which would reduce them completely 
to silence Farel replied with wonderful energy main- 
taining the rights of truth. He showed them that every 
compromise with error is a lie. The purity of the 
doctrine he professed, his elevated thoughts, the ardent 
affection expressed by his voice, his gestures, and his 
looks, electrified the Waldenses, and poured into their 
souls the holy fire with which his own was burning. 
These witnesses of the middle ages called to mind how 
the children of Israel having adopted the customs of peo- 
ple alien to the covenant of God, wept abundantly and 
exclaimed: ' We have trespassed against GodP* The 
Waldenses felt like them, and desired to make amends 
for their sins. They drew up a brief confession in 17 
articles, in conformity with the resolutions that had been 
adopted, and then said : ' We adhere with one accord to 
the present declaration, and we pray God that, of his 
great charity, nothing may divide us henceforward, and 
that, even when separated from one another, we ipay 
always remain united in the same snirit.' Then they 
signed their names.f 

* Leger, Hist, des Eglises Vaudoises, p. 35« Ezra, x ; Nebemiah, 
ix. X. 

t This Brihe Confession is in the library of the University of Cam- 
bridge. L^ger, p. 95 ; Muston, Hisf, des Vaudois^ drc. 
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The agreement was not however universal. Daring 
the six days' discussion several barbes and laymen might 
have been seen standing apart, in some shady place, with 
gloomy air and uneasy look, talking together on the re- 
solutions proposed to the synod. At the moment when 
every one was affixing his signature to the confession, 
the two leaders withheld theirs, and withdrew from the 
assembly. 

During the discussion, and even before it, Farel and 
Saunier had had several conversations and conferences 
with the Waldenses, in the course of which the barbes 
had displayed their old manuscripts, handed down from 
the twelfth century, as they said : the NoUe Lesson^ the 
Ancieni Catechism^ the Antichrist^ the Purgatory, and 
others. These writings bore the date of A.D. 1120, 
which probably was not disputed by Farel. One line of 
the NMe Lesson seems to indicate this as the period 
when it was composed.* Since then, however, more re- 
cent dates have been assigned to the other writings, 
especially to the Antichrist^ and even to the Noble Lesson, 
In any case, however, these documents belong to a time 
anterior to the Reformation.! The Waldensians dis- 
played with peculiar pride several manuscript copies of 
the Old and New Testament in the vulgar tongue. 
' These books they said, ' were copied con-ectly by hand 
so long ago as to be beyond memory, and are to be seen 
in many families.' Farel and Saunier had received and 
handled these writings with emotion ; they had turned 
over the leaves, and 'marveling at the heavenly favor ao- 



* Ben ha mil e cent anez compli entierament ; line 6. 

t See the researches into the Cambridge MSS. and the German 
works of Dieokhoff and Zezschwitz. The latter author is of opinion 
that the Waldenaian CaUckism, the Antichrist^ and other writings, be- 
long to the end of the fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth 
century. Catechisms of the Waldenses and Bohemian Brethren (in Ger- 
man), Erlangen, 1863. 
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corded to so small a people,' had rendered thanks to the 
Lord because the Bible had never been taken from them. 

They did not stop there : Farel addressing the synod, 
represented to them that the copies being few in number 
they could only serve for a few persons: *Ahr said he, 
'if there are so many sects and heresies, so much trouble 
and confbsion now in the world, it all comes from ignor- 
ance of the Word of God. It wo\ild therefore be exceed- 
ingly necessary for the honor of God and the well-being 
of all christians who know the French language, and for 
the destruction of all doctrines repugnant to the truth, to 
translate the Bible from the Hebrew and Greek tongues 
into French.'* 

No proposal could be more welcome to the Waldenses ; 
their existence was due to their love of Scripture, and all 
their treaties and poems celebrated it : 

The Scriptures speak and we must believe. 
Look at the Scriptures from beginning to end.t 

Thus spoke the Nohte Lesson. They agreed 'joyfully 
and with good heart to Farel's demand, busying and ex- 
erting themselves to carry out the undertaking.' The 
proposition was voted enthusiastically, and the delighted 
reformers looked v/ith emotion and joy at this feithful and 
constant people, to whom God had entrusted for so many 
ages the ark of the new covenant, and who were now in- 
spired with fresh zeal for his servifte.J 

The hour had come for them to separate. John of 
Molines and Daniel of Valence went to Bohemia, and 
joined the Waldenses of that country ; the pastors re- 
turned to their churches, the shepherds to their moun- 
tains, and the lords to their castles. Farel mounted his 

* Olivetan's Bible : Apologie du translateur, 

t ** Ma TEscriptura di, e nos creire o deven." — yobla Leycon, 1. 19. 

** Kegarde TEscriptura del fin commenczamente.*' — lb. 1. 28. 
t Gilles, Lcger, Mu8ton,.Monastier. 
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white hdrse, Sarmier his black one; they shook handn 
with the Waldenses who surrounded them, and descend- 
ing from Angi'ogne to La Tour, bade* adieu to the valleys. 

Where should they go? What would be the next 
work undertaken by Farel?. . . .Geneva had long occu- 
pied his thoughts, and as he crossed the Alps he had be- 
fore him in spirit that city with its wants and its inhab- 
itants, especially those who were beginning to * meditate 
on Jesus' Christ.'* Already, before his departure for 
Italy, Farel had conceived the plan of stopping at Geneva 
on his return, and with that intent had even received from 
my lords of Beme some letters of introduction addressed 
to the leading Huguenots. 'I will go to them now,' he 
said, * I will speak to them, even if there is nobody that 
will hear me.'f 

This idea, which never quitted him, was the beginning 
of the Reformation of Geneva. 



CHAPTER VL • 

PLANS OF THE EMPBEOB, THE DtTKE OF SAVOT, AN© THE 

BISHOP AGAINST GENEVA. 

(1580—1532.) 

JxrsT when the Gospel was about to enter Geneva with 
Farel and Saunier, the bishop-prince was making new ex- 
ertions to recover his power. A crisis was approaching : 
a decisive step must be taken. Which shall have suprem- 
acy in the church — the bulls of the pope or the Scriptures 

♦ Vol. n. p. 688. 

t Froment, GesUs de GenhCy p. 6. Choupard and Roset, M9S. 
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of God ? Which shall have supremacy in the state — 
slavery or liberty ? Great powers had determined to op- 
press this little city^ but humble servants of God were 
about to enter it one after another, and planting there the 
standard of Christ, secm-e the victory to independence 
and the Gospel. 

The Duke of Savoy, desiring to inflict a fatal blow on 
Geneva, had invoked the co-operation of the most power- 
ful monarchs of Europe, and despatched to Charles V., 
then at the diet of Augsburg, the usual minister of his 
tyranny, the man whom • he had employed to put Levrier 
to death, .and to capture Bonivard. As soon as Belle- 
garde reached Augsburg (11th September 1630) he waited 
on the Sire de Montfalconet, who at that time discharged 
the oflice of grand equerry to His Majesty, and who 'had 
great credit with the emperor, so that nothing was kept 
secret from him.' * Enemies whom the duke had at the 
imperial court had created a very unfavourable impression 
of this prince ; Bellegarde. accordingly gave a pension of 
300 crowns to the equerry, who earnt them under the cir- 
cumstances we are describing, by following the envoy's 
instructions. The latter, being impatient to draw the em- 
peror into the plans concocted for seizing Geneva, begged 
Montfalconet to ask his master at what hour he would be 
pleased 'to permit him to pay his respects.' 'Tell him,' 
said Charles, who had on his hands all the affairs of pro- 
testantism and Germany, ' tell him that in consequence of 
my many engagements he must wait a couple of days.' 
Bellegarde did so, and on the third morning attended 
punctually in the emperor's chamber. Very impatient to 
see the puissant monarch, he was rehearsing what he had 
to tell him about Geneva, when instead of His Majesty he 

* We have found among the archives at Turin (No. 49, bundle 12) 
the Mimoire de M, de Bellegarde au sujet de Vaudience qu'U a eue dc 
S,M, Impiriale toucharU Us diff(rends que S. A. avail avec ceux de 
Genh>e, This manuscript of about 25 pages has supplied us with the 
partioulars in the text. 
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saw Montfalconet enter the room alone with this message: 
'The emperor desires me to say that for the present you 
must only hand in his highness's letter, as well as that 
from his most dread lady ; and he will give you an au- 
dience directly after,* The ambassador was much vexed 
at the delay ; but to console him the equerry confiden- 
tially informed him of the great trouble the protestants 
of Germany were giving Charles. 'I assure you the em- 
peror is in such a condition,' he said, Hhat it is impossible 
for him to bring the affairs of the empire into anything 
like a reasonable state. He has therefore forsaken the 
counsels of men to have recourse to the Lord only. As 
the help of the world fails me, said His Majesty this morn- 
ing (14th September), I hope Divine Providence will come 
to my assistance. The emperor then confessed, and retired 
into the oratory of the palace to receive the sacrament. 
He has also ordered that prestations (confessions, com- 
munions, and prayers) should be made in every place 
where there are any devout people.' 

While these two individuals were talking Charles came 
out of his oratory. M. de Bellegarde made him a low 
bow, humbly presented him the compliments of the duke 
and duchess, and handed him the letters. The emperor, 
who was busy, told him to return the next morning at his 
lev6e. Bellegarde did not fail, and Charles received him 
with much kindness. 'Give me news of his highness's 
health,' he said, 'and also of madam my good sister 
(Duchess Beatrice), and of my nephew monsieur their 
son.' Bellegarde answered his questions, and then made 
all the communications to the emperor with which the 
duke had charged him. He hoped the emperor would 
immediately enter into conversation with him about the 
plans formed against Geneva, but it was not so. ' I am 
very glad,' said Charles, 'that the duke has sent you to 
me ; but, considering my great occupations, be so good as 
to draw up a memoir of what you think most expedient 
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for the despatch of the business that brings you here, and 
then deliver it to my lord Grandvelle.' 

Herd was a fresh delay. The minister's answer, con- 
sidering the numerous offices he filled, had to be waited 
for ; yet Bellegarde spoke seven times with Charles V., 
' each. time giving his majesty some little information about 
the duke's affairs.' But the emperor, while appearing to 
listen to the disputes between Geneva and Turin, fre- 
quently had his thoughts elsewhere, *He was tormented 
with the state of the empire, and did net conceal it from 
his brother-in-law's envoy. 'I do not mean,' he -said one 
day to Bellegarde, 'that the duke shall be either dis- 
missed or ejected ; but the diet (of Augsburg) is all in 
confusion and broken up. I have no great hopes. . ... It is 
a long while since I have found the piinces of Germany 
thus dilly-dallying, putting me off from day to day, so 
that I am quite out of hope, and my head is confused. . . . 
Ah ! if it pleased God that other princes were of my 
opinion. . . .Christendom would not be in such confusion.' 
These are the very words his majesty was pleased to use, 
adds Bellegarde in his memoir. He was surprised at 
them. That man who knew so well how to put one of his 
adversaries in prison and another to death, was astonished 
that so mighty a prince as Charles should not adopt an 
equally simple and expeditious method. He ventured 
to give the emperor a little advice. He had learnt 
that the strength of the protestants was in their union. 
'Sire,' he said, 'break up the alliances, as well past as jfii- 
ture, which have been formed to your great prejudice, and 
whose consequences are so dangerous.' — 'At present,' said 
Charles, 'there is no time. I can not now reduce the 
princes and cities of Germany that are opposed to the 
faith ; but I am determined not to abandon the work, and 
when I have completed it, what concerns his highness (be 
sure you tell him) will not be forgotten.' This then was 
Charles's plan : first to crush the protestants of Germany, 
and then the huguenots of Geneva. In his opinion these 
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were as dangerous for the Latin races as the former for 
the Gei^mans. 

At last, on the 6th of October, Grandvelle, chancellor 
of the empire (he was the father of the famous cardinal), 

accompanied by the commander ,* had an interview 

with Bellegarde, and gave him the emperor's answer. 
* With respect to Geneva, his majesty thinks that to avoid 
falling into the danger which the duke has at all times 
feared and avoided, no part or parcel of his states must 
become Swiss. You must take all the more precaution, 
because the nature of the cantons is always to extend and 
grow larger, and^the rebellion and stiff-necked obstinacy 
of messieurs of Geneva will incline them to plunge through 
despair into this accursed error.f That would cause loss 
and damage to the duke, and little credit to the emperor, 
considering that Geneva is a fief of the empire. Here is 
the expedient the emperor has hit upon. He orders both 
the duke and Geneva to lay before him within two months 
their titles, rights, and privileges, and his majesty will 
then decide. As for the prelates, the bishop, and the 
canons, the emperor recommends both them and the duke 
to bring their quarrels to an end. By so doing the duke 
will get rid of a great load of trouble, and will have the 
prelates better under his direction and obedience.' After 
a few other ' communications, the chancellor withdrew 
with the commander, and Bellegarde immediately sent 
off a despatch conveying this decision to the duke. 

The Sieur de Bellegarde left Augsburg not long after, 
and returned to Turin, determined to urge his master 
more than ever to destroy independence and the Refor- 
mation in Geneva at one blow. What he had seen at 
Augsburg, and the dangei's with which German protestr 
antism threatened the supremacy of the pope and of the 

* The name is illegible in the mannscript, but it looks like Conmes, 
t Is the Reformation or union with Switzerland meant here f prob- 
ably both of thorn. 

VOL. ni — 12 
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emperor, had increased his zeal. The institutions of the 
middle ages seem to have had at that time no friend more 
£tnatical and no champion more zealous than the active, 
intelligent, devoted, cruel courtier who had put Levrier 
to death at the castle of Bonne. * My lord,' he said to 
the duke, ' consider the peril to which you are exposed in 
this business of Geneva, either because of the neighbors 
who are so near, and are ravening wolves, or because of 
the little faith the world has in all the qualities, sound 
right, and reasons a man may have. What will happen 
if we do not remain masters in the struggle with this new 
sect ? What vexations, losses, and cares, you know that 
better than I do. They want to keep you in good humor, 
my lord, but it is only the better to make game of you, 
and to increase at your expense, on this side of the moun- 
tains or on that — everywhere, in fact. You have docu- 
ments in your chamber to show that the Genevans used 
to pay you toll and subsidy ; that they helped to portion 
the daughters of your house ; and, further, that they gave 
your predecessors aid in time of war, and that in time of 
peace they appealed to them in their suits and sentences. 
....And now what have they done? They have de- 
prived you of the vidamy, they have taken fi*om you the 
castle on the island, they have committed much injustice 
to the prejudice of your rights, and have been guilty of 
murder and other intolerable evils. .... Worse still .... 
they are joining that perverse sect in order to complete 
their ruin. 

* But we shall soon put an end to it all, my lord. You 
have an emperor at your service on whom everything 
depends. Will they dare be wicked and rebellious in his 
presence? ... .Firstly, the emperor will replace them 
under your authority, as you and your ancestors had 

them Next, for their rebellion and the crimes they 

have committed, he will condemn them to be deprived of 
some privilege— of that which is most injurious to you. 
Finally, he will build for you, for your government, a 
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castle or fortress in the city, in whatever part you like, 
and exact from the Genevans for the support of the garri- 
son a tax to be paid every year. The city will thus be 
kept well in subjection. As for the bishops, the emperor 
will command them to pay you the respect which belongs 
to the holy empire, as being its representative ; he will 
order them to obey you like himself and will restore 
them to all obedience towards you .... considering also 
that the time approaches for their general refamuUionj aa 
is but reasonable. And if the said people of Geneva will 
not obey (as their unreason may incline them) the em* 
peror will put them under the ban of the empire as rebels, 
and you shall seize them. . . . You will make them your 
subjects entirely^ confiscating all their privileges and pos- 
sessions ; and thus you will be for ever established right* 
fully in Geneva.'* 

We should not perhaps have quoted the words of the 
Sieur de Bellegarde at such length, if the document from 
which they are extracted had not hitherto been unknown. 
His allegations were false. No presents had ever been 
made by the city of Geneva to the dukes of Savoy with- 
out a special act declaring that the liberality was spontan- 
eous and without prejudice for the future. The vidamy 
was a fief conferred by the bishop, which made the holder 
of it an officer of the latter. Lastly, the dukes of Savoy 
were not vicars of the emperor. But if Bellegarde's alle- 
gations as to the past were false, his schemes as to the 
future were outrageous. A strong fortress shall be built 
in Geneva, the citizens shall pay the garrison, and a 
brutal serfdom shall withdraw them from that perverse 
sect and keep them for ever in strict obedience under the 
yoke of their master ! As for the bishops, they shall be 
compelled to obey the duke, especially as the time of their 
general r^ormation approaches I It would appear, then, 
that in the sixteenth century already reason (as Bellegarde 

* MS, Memoir of Bellegarde, Turin ArbliiTM. 
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says) demanded the abolition of the temporal power of 
ecclesiastical princes. Were they more advanced then 
than in our days ? I think not. This rude policy aimed 
merely at substituting the despotism of princes for the 
despotism of bishops, as being stricter and more effectual. 
Lastly — ^the end crowns the work — if the Genevans resist, 
they shall be conquered, and all their power and property 
confiscated. In this manner, concludes the advocate of 
these revolutionary measures, the rights of his master will 
be for ever secured. This is what Geneva had to expect 
from Savoy ; what had it to hope from the bishop ? 

Pierre de la Baume indignant at the duke's pretensions, 
had said to him one day proudly : ^ I am subject only to 
the pope.'* He had lately softened down, in appearance 
at least, and *wa8 drawing nearer to Savoy, so that the 
Genevans said: *Ourpi'ince is reconciled with our-en- 
emy.'f We are now transported into quite another sphere. 
If the duke wished to reign by force, the bishop desired 
to use stratagem. The pastor of Geneva was not in a 
position to build a fortress in the middle of the city ; it 
was by means of negotiations and intrigues that he would 
crush the RefoiTiiation and liberty. The lion was suc- 
ceeded by the serpent. Pierre de la Baume, knowing 
the influence of Besan9on Hugues had over his fellow 
citizens, solicited his help. He wrote to him, during the 
last year of Besan9on's life, a series of letters we liave 
also had the good fortune to discover.| The bishop and 
the citizen of Geneva were not such good friends as they 
had been. The former addressed many reproaches to the 
latter, either because Hugues was dissatisfied on political 
grounds, or perhaps because his Catholicism had cooled 



* Turin Archiyes, Ifl'o. 19, bundle 12. 

t Ibid. 12th category, bundle 8. 

t Ibid. 12th category, bundle 4. The handwriting is alnioit aa 
illegible as that of BellegardeV memoir. 
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down a little in his frequent interviews with the reformed 
of Berne. 

On the 11th of April 1532, the bishop, then at Arbois, 
impatient to recover his former power in Geneva, resolved 
to open the campaign, and wrote to Hngues : ^ Besan9on, 
I have always done for you eveiything that I could ; you 
have seen it by the results ; I do not speak to reproach 
you, but I am aatonished that you should requite me so 
ill. If you had as good an affection for me, as I have 
given you opportunity, you would have harked (aboy6) 
so well, that my authority would not have fellen to its 
present depression, and I should not have the trouble, 
which I must take, of restoring it. I well know the ex- 
cuses that you can make. . . .None is so deaf as he that 
will not hear. Nevertheless I have trusted in you, and I 
still trust in your well-known fidelity. So act, I pray, 
that I may have cause to continue it. In a little time I 
shall send one of my people to Geneva on business ; you 
will hear the rest from him. I pray God that He will 
give you, Besan9on, all that you desire.'* Ten days 
later, Machard, the bishop's secretary, came from Arbois 
to Geneva, changed with a political mission, and bearer 
of another letter for Hugues, which, either on account of 
the delicate matters to which it related, or because Ma- 
chard was to explain them' verbally, is rather obscure. 
Hugues hastened to read the prelate's missive : * I send 
my secretary,' said De la Baume, ' on certain business, 
which I have instructed him to communicate to you firat. 
You will give credit to what he says in my name as if I 
said it myself. ^I desire that the affair in question may 
come to a good end, in order to gratify the princes from 
whom it proceeds (the emperor and the duke, no doubt). 
Set a willing hand to it, so that there may be friendly 
relations between me and my subjects and the said 
princes, which is a thing of no trifling consequence to all 

tJie republic' 

♦ Ttiria Arehiveg. 
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Hugues did not care to enter into the plans formed by 
the bishop in accord with the princes; so that when 
Machard returned to Arbois and made his report, his 
master was much annoyed. He complained of the ex- 
cessive boldness and strange insubordination of the 
Genevans, and wrote bitterly to the ex-syndic. * Besan- 
yon,' he said, * the news that you have given me of Bern^ 
are a little compensation for the insolence and ill practices 
that you and my subjects show towards my officers, 
usurping my jurisdiction under the shelter of certain 
words that you have uttered before the general council. 
... .1 intend to uphold this same jurisdiction in opposi- 
tion to you. . . .Indeed, I have done so against greater 
folks. . . .1 hope that you will return to your duty and 
become my subjects once more. That will give me the 
opportunity of being a good master. Otherwise do not 

trust to me Matters shall not remain where you have 

left them. Communicate this to my subjects, if need 
be.' 

The bishop was angry with Geneva, as this letter 
shows — sometimes more, sometimes less, but always rest- 
less and agitated. One day he was t(4d of something 
Hugues had said which delighted him ; not long after he 
would hear of something the Genevans had done that 
increased his anger. About the 13th May when he was 
informed that Hugues had displayed a very good feeling 
towards him, the prelate was quite delighted, and wrote 
to him : ' I have been informed of your intention to de- 
clare everywhere the wrong that my subjects are doing 
me. You will show me, I hope, by good actions, when 
I shall require it of you, that you are not a man of two 
words,'* But ere long other tidings reached the bishop. 
He was filled with trouble, fear, and pain'; and gave way 
to all the emotions of a restless and suspicious policy. He 
had fits of anger ; he became rash, violent ; then he would 
suddenly collapse ; he had neither strength, feeling, nor 
courage. In general^ however, it was indignation that 
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prevailed in bim. Not one of his officers or of the canons 
(for there was a collegiate church at Arbois) understood 
him, or consoled him, or encouraged him. He was alone 
. . . .and vented his agitation in his apartments or in his 
gardens. 'I thipk the answers made by my subjects 
very strange,' he said, * I should be sorry to be angry 
with them.' * A few days later he wrote: 'I am quite 
amazed. . . .It seems that my subjects do not understand 
their business. . . .If they do not mend, I shall be forced 
to proceed in another way. . . •which will displease me. 
....It seems to me that they would do well to obey 
their lord, and not act the prince. . . .It cannot last.'f 

But it did last. Geneva, where they were listening to 
Olivetan, where they were placarding everywhere, by 
the side of the pardon of Rome, ' the great general par- 
don ' of Jesus Christ, where the council unanimously or- 
dered the Gospel to be preached ' according to the truth, 
without any mixture of fable ; ' J — Geneva, whatever 
Pierre de la Baume might say or do, was separating 
from the bishop and the pope. On the 3rd September 
(1532), the bishop, more exasperated than ever, wrote 
again to Besan9on Hugues, but with an increase of ill- 
humor. 'I am displeased with the way my subjects 
treat me from day to day, declaring that they will rise 
against my authority .... That will last as long as it can. 

I have always been long-suffering; but now it would 

be better for me to be angry. . . .If I attempt to do any- 
thing from which the Genevans will reap neicher pleasure 
nor profit .... they must not be surprised .... Certainly I 
have little to thank my servants or my friends for serving 

me so badly I think, Besan9on, that you desire what 

is right, but I should like to see the fruits. The people 
always find excuses in you They say that I have aL 

* Letter dated the eve of Penteeost. 

t Dated Ist July. 

t Vol. II. book III. chap. xv. pp. 615—634. 
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lowed their proceedings I do not understand that 

dancCy and I affirm that I said nothing with that intention, 

from which may God keep them.' 

*Thb Bishop of Geneta.'* 

It was reported at Geneva that the bishop was willing 
to make some concessions, that he had said so privately, 
and the huguenots took advantage of it to assert their 
independence. On the 28th November Pierre de la 
Baume wrote to Besan^on Hugues from the Tour de Mai : 
*Besan5on, I have seen what you wrote touching the 
mode of proceeding against my authority and to the 
detriment of my church. I know whence that comes 
.'. . .except that I have always been given to understand 
that, according to the common opinion, jfiy subjects 
would have been much better guided and would have 
obeyed me better than they have done, if you had been 
willing to set your hand to it, as you had promised me, 
endeavoring to procure the peace of the city, which suf- 
fers the greatest loss on my part. As to what you write 
about being under my displeasure, the only regret I feel 
as regards you is that you have not been willing to do 
what you promised. The recompense I igpade you was 
to the end that you might keep my possessions in peace, 
but they are more than ever in war. It is entirely your 
fault if my jurisdiction is not still kept up. I write to 
you in order that you may pei'form your duty. . . .You 
will do me a pleasure : I would not have so many words 
to be without result, . . .As for me I ^m accustomed to 
do something vigorously, . . »IshaU consider what it must 
be: 

Such are the threatening words which close the cor- 
respondence of Pierre de la Baume with Besangon 
Hugues. Until now all traces of this great citizen had 
been lost after the 26th September 1532. If the letter we 
have just given belongs to this year, that limit would be 

* Turin ArchlyeB. 
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shortened by two months. He must have died between 
the 28th November 1532 and the 18th February 1533.* 

Thus the bishop, continually engrossed with Geneva, 
thought of nothing but recovering his former power. 
But the independence of that city had enemies more 
formidable still. Charles V. had ordered the Genevans to 
drive the Reformation from their walls. 'Full of anxiety 
for your soul's health,' he wrote to them, 'and learning 
that certain new opinions and sects are beginning to 
swarm among you,f we exhort you seriously not to ad- 
mit them, to extirpate them, and to set about it with the 
utmost diligence, not to permit anything to be taught 
among you in the leastwise opposed to the decrees and 
traditions of your ancestors ; on the contrary, to preserve 
with unshaken constancy the faith, rites, and ceremonies 
that you have received from your fathers. You will thus 
receive a worthy reward from Almighty God, and will 
merit from us eVery sort of gratitude.' Geneva had not 
obeyed the orders of the puissant emperor. The affairs 
of Germany had at first prevented him from constraining 
the little city to follow his sovereign orders, which even 
_ the barbarous H'ibes of the new world obeyed. But now 
the treaty of Nuremberg was signed; Charles having 
come to terms with the protestants of Germany might 
easily keep the promise he had made to his brother-in-law 
through Bellegarde, and assist him against the huguenots 
of Geneva. 

The perfidious murderer of Levrier was beginning to 
hope that it would be possible to found a stronghold in 
Geneva, with its ditches and lofty walls, flanked with 
towers and bastions, and a strong garrison of halberdiers, 

* In a doeament at Basle nndor ^he latter date, the late (feu) 
Besan^on Hugues is mentioned. Galiffe, Huguesy p. 459. 

t ' Novas qnasdam opiniones et sectas apud vos pullulare ccepisse.' 
— ^Tnrin Archives. We found this letter, which appears to have been 
hitherto unknown, in the i\ationaI archives at Turin. Geneva, bundle 
12, No. 47. 

12* 
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arquebusiers, and artillerymen, who wonld keep the city 
and country in complete subjection under the yoke of 
their master. When Gessler was sent in the name of 
Austria to destroy the liberties of the Swiss, did he not 
build a fortress above Altorf — Zwing-Uri, the yoke of 
T7ri? and had not the free children of those mountains to 
atone for the smallest sparks of independence by long and 
costly imprisonment in gloomy dungeons ? Had not Pha-, 

raoh set the example in Egypt ? Why should not they 

do the same to subdue the huguenots ? Fortresses, can- 
nons, arquebusses, chains .... this was what Geneva had 
to expect. Before any great length of time the Genevans 
were really to see a foimidable force marching against 
them, commissioned to carry out the plans of the emperor 
and the duke. But God's providence had always kept 
the city, and at this very moment a new force, the pledge 
of liberty, was about to be given it. The Gospel of the 
Son of God was about to enter its walls! But he whom 
the Son makethfreey shall he free indeed. 



CHAPTER VIL 

THE BBFOBMBRS AND THE BBFOBMATION ENTEB GENEVA. 

(OCTOBEB 1582.) 

On one fine autumn day (2nd October), Farel and Sau- 
nier 'having finished their journey through Piedmont,' 
reached that beautiful neighborhood where the Alps and 
the Jura, drawing near each other, fonn a rich valley, in 
the midst of which calmly sleep the pure waters of an 
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azure lake. They soon distinguished the three old towers 
of the cathedral of Geneva rising high above the houses. 
They pressed their horses, whose speed was relaxed 
through fatigue, and entered the city of the huguenots. 
They had been directed to the Tour Perce,* which they 
found in a street situated on the lefl bank of the Rhone, 
and bearing its name. They stopped in front of the inn, 
dismounted from their horses, spoke to the landlord, and 
took up their quarters under his roof. 

One of their first thoughts, after resting themselves, 
was to inform Robert Olivetan of their arrival. Calvin's 
cousin, who was still tutor to Jean Chautemps' children, 
hastened to them, delighted at the coming of his brethren. 
Farel desired to consult with him on the best means of 
advancing the knowledge of the gospel in Geneva ; but 
another idea had also occupied him during his journey. 
Knowing how learned Olivetan was in Greek and Hebrew, 
he had cast his eyes on him to make the translation of the 
Bible which the Waldensian synod had decided upon. 
Farel having spoken to him about it, Olivetan exclaimed 
in alarm : ' I can not accept such a commission, consider- 
ing the great difficulty of the work and my own weak- 
ness.'f Farel did not admit the excuse, and continued to 
solicit his friend, who would not give way. ' You could 
do this work much better yourself,' he said to the travel- 
ers. But Farel believed that God gives every man a 
calling for which He has prei)ared him, and that Olivetan 
was a scholar while he was an evangelist. * God has not 
given me leisure,' said I^'arel, 'He calls me to another 
work. He wills me to sow the pure seed of the Word in 
His field, and water it and make it flourish like the gar- 
• den of Eden.'J He dropped the subject, however, in 
order to talk with Olivetan about the evangelization of 
Geneva. 

* Toar pere^e. The sign of thia inn was in existence until re- 
cently ; there was a hole in the touter, 
t Oliyetan^s Biblo, 4fologif du transUteur, % Jbid. 
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Chautemps* tutor, who had so often sunk under the 
weight of his task, and so earnestly called for a stronger 
hand, looked upon Farel as one sent from heaven. But 
how to begin ? The evangelist of Orbe took from his 
pocket the letters given him at Berne for some of the 
chief huguenots. Olivetan saw that a door was opened 
for the Gospel, and without loss of time the two friends 
went out to deliver the letters to their addresses. Olive- 
tan gave Farel the information he required, and explained 
to him that although some of those to whom he was in- 
troduced inclined to the side of the Gospel, the majority 
were content to throw off the Romish superstitions, and 
were simply, true patriots. 

The huguenots having opened the letters that Farel 
presented, found that the bearer was William Farel, 
preacher of the Gospel, and that their Bernese friends in- 
vited them to hear him speak. This was great news. 
No name was better known than Farel's in the districts 
bathed by the lakes of Geneva, Morat, Bienne, and Neu- 
chatel. The huguenots, delighted to see him, looked at- 
tentively at him, and some of them reflected on such an 
unexpected incident, which religious and political motives 
rendered most important in their eyes. Friends of the 
Reformation had often told them that the independence of 
Geneva would never be secure until the dominion of the 
bishop and the pope had given place to that of the Gospel, 
and now the Gospel was knocking at their doors in the 
person of Farel. Was it not he who had filled Aigle, 
Morat, Neuch^tel, Valengin, and Grandson with the 
evangelical doctrine? Political men hoped that at his 
voice the temj^oral dominion of the church would fall, 
and the phantoms of the middle ages, which still entangled 
liberty, would flee away in alarm to distant hiding-places. 
Religious men, who had found pleasure in the words of 
Am Thun, of Olivetan, and of the Gospel more especially, 
expected that this great preacher would make the light of 
heaven to shine in their hearts. All, therefore, expressed 
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themselves ready to hear him,* and Farel, saying he 
should be happy to see them at his inn, took his leave. 

The news of the reformer's arrival spread through the 
city in a moment.f *• Let us go and hear him,' said the 
huguenots ; ' it is the man they call the scourge of the 
little priests Jl But the nuns, bigots, and friars were filled 
with anger. ' A shabby little preacher,' said the sisters 
of St. Claire ; ' one Master William, a native of Gap in 
Dauphiny, has just arrived in the city.'§ Every one pre- 
pared for the morrow. 

Oi| the morning of the 3d of October, the most notable 
of the huguenots left their houses to go to the Tour Perce. 
They went singly, or at the most two or three together, 
with a certain fear. One after another the following persons 
might have been seen entering the inn : the amiable and 
active Ami Porral, one of the syndics of the year ; Bau- 
dichon de la Maison Neuve, who had stuck up the ' Great 
Pardon of God ;' syndic Robert Vandel and his brother 

Pierre all these intimate acquaintances of the bishop ; 

Claude Reset, secretary of state in the following year, 
and father of the chronicler ; syndic Claude Savoy, one 
of the most zealous defenders of independence ; Jean 
Chautemps, Olivetan's patron ; Dominic Arlod, after- 
wards syndic ; Stephen Dada, descended fi^om an illus- 
trious Milanese family, and properly called d' Adda, frotn 
the city of that name ; Claude Salomon, the friend of the 
poor and sick ; Claude Bernard ; Jean Goulaz, who had 
torn down the bill of the Romish Jubilee from the pillar 
of the cathedral; Jean Sourd, Claude de Geneve, and 
lastly, the energetic Ami Perrin, who several times syn- 
dic, captain-general, and ambassador of the Republic at 

♦ Froment, Gestes de Geneve, p. 3, 

t * Percpebuit rumor de Farelli adventu/ — Spanheim, Geneva rettir 

tuta, p. 43. 

t * Saerificulornm flagellam.* — Ibid. 

^ La Sodur J. de Jussie, le Levain da Cahinisme^ p. 46. Cbonpard 
MSS. ; Boset MSS. Uv III. ch. 1. 
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Paris, showed much zeal for the Reformation at first, but 
afterwards incurred severe reproach.* These citizens, 
who were the elite of Geneva, with several other persons 
of less distinction, ariived at the reformers' lodgings. 
The landlord of the Tour Perce introduced them into a 
private room where they found Farel and Saunier. The 
conversation began. 

The two evangelists were full of esteem for the men 
who were struggling with such courage for independence 
and liberty against powerful enemies. They were not 
slow, however, to observe that if, in a political light, they 
held the most elevated sentiments, there were great de- 
ficiencies in them in a religious light. The huguenots 
wanted neither pope nor priests ; but it was because of 
the tyranny of the one, and the licentious conduct of the 
others ;f as for the true doctrine of the Gospel and the 
necessity of a moral transformation in themselves, they 
had not troubled themselves about it. There was also a 
great void in their religious system. Before they could 
become good protestants and men morally strong, friends 
at once of order and liberty, this blank must be filled up. 
They felt it themselves, and told Farel they desired noth- 
ing better than to be instructed. The landlord brought 
in a few benches and stools for them, and then Farel, 
having Saunier near him, took his station before a little 
table. He placed a Bible on it, and began to speak fi*oni 
the Word of God. An audience so select, an opportunity 
so important for announcing the Gospel, had perhaps 
never been offered to the reformer. He had before him 
the earliest champions of modern liberty. These men 
had recognized the errors in the state, he must now show 



* Froment, Gesles, p. 4. Galiffe, Notices ginialogiques, <fec. 

t ' Cives molti non inviti, etsi nonnullos, non tarn pietatis ciira, 
quam Romanea tj-rannidis odium movebat/ — MS. of Benedict Tar- 
retini, entitled Initium et jn ogr casus Reformationis qua facte est Ge- 
neva, in the B<jrne Librarj^ MS. Hist^ Helv, v. p. 125. 
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them the errors in the church ; they must leani that if 
man may throw off despotism in earthly things, it is more 
lawful still to throw^it off in heavenly things. 

Farel undertook the task; he showed the huguenots 
from Scripture ' that they had been abused until now by 
their piiests ; that the latter amused them with silly tales 
that had no substance in them, and farther, that these 
cheats (qffronteurs) allured them, if they felt it necessary, 
by flattery, and gave the rein to their lusts.' He added 
that neither councils nor popes would teach them to l^now 
Jesus Christ, but Holy Scripture only ; and urged them 
to abandon errors and abuses, whose danger and absurd- 
ity he forcibly pointed out to them. The huguenots list- 
ened to him attentively. ' They had no great sentiment 
or knowledge or fear of God, but they already aspired to 
the religion that had been adopted at Berne,' says a man- 
uscript of the seventeenth century ; and God seeing his 
people of Geneva stagnating in security, and wishing by 
an effort of His mercy to show the divine sweetness of 
his clemency, animated the courage of his servants, Farel 
and Saunier.'* The simple movement by which Farel, 
setting aside all patristic, synodical, scholastic, and papal 
traditions, turned reverently toward the fountain-head, 
and drank from the Word of God the faith that he 
preached,, specially struck his hearers. They rose, 
thanked him, and lefl the room, saying as they retired 
that it seemed right to substitute the Holy Scriptures for 
the teaching of the pope. This was the principle of an 
immense transformation. The Reformation had taken its 
first step in Geneva when the placards of the ' general 
pardon ' of God had been stuck up : it now took the 
second step.f 

* Hist, de la Rif. de Gentte^ MS. of Badollet, regent of the college 
of Gcneya in the seventeenth oentary. Berne library, Hist, Helv. v. 
p. 125. 

t Froment, OesteSf p. 6. Gavtier MS. Spon L p. 467. BoMr 
and Chonpard M$S. 
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* There was a gi-eat sensation in the city,' said Froment. 
Some of the hearers, retumjing to their families or their 
fiiends, astonished them by saying that henceforth their 
master should be neither M. La Baume, nor M. Medicis 
or even M. St. Peter, * but the Lord Jesus Christ alone.' 
The astonishment was still greater in the political and 
ecclesiastical bodies. Hitherto they had only to deal 
with the heroes of liberal emancipation ; now they were 
in presence of the champions of the religious movement. 
* This thing having come to the notice of the council, 
canons, and priests of the city, they were suddenly trou- 
bled and disturbed.'* The monks were either astounded 
or very angry, while the nuns of St. Claire were quite 
alarmed at ' this wretched preacher, who was beginning 
to speak secretly at his quarters, in a room, seeking to 
infect the people with his heresy .'f All of them foresaw 
that this act would have innumerable and fatal conse- 
quences. 

There was soon a second meeting. Many of those who 
had not been at the first wished to be present at this ; 
and from the city, the Molard, and the Rhone bridge, 
many citizens took their way towards the Tour Perce. 
There were no women among them, but the men filled 
every comer of the room, anxious* to hear the Gospel. 
As Farel on the fonner occasion had spoken particularly 
of scripture, he now addressed the huguenots on the sub- 
ject of living grace. He showed them that it was not 
the pardon of the Church, but the pardon of God, that 
saves. Those prelates and masters who, puffed out 
with magnificent titles, were continually recommending 
. pious works, were (he said) building the temple of God 
with straw and stubble, instead of bringing together the 
living stones of which scripture speaks. He maintained 
that when the priest spoke so much of penance, vows, 

♦ Froment, Gestes de Geneve^ p. 8. 

t La Soenr de Jnssie, le Levain du Caltinisme^ p. 46» 
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masses^ fasts, aves, macerations, flagellations, indulgences, 
pilgrimages, invocations to the Virgin and the saints, they 
hardly left Jesus Christ the hundredth part of the work 
of redemption. Farel and Saunier repeated strongly that 
pardon resides wholly in the Saviour, and not in part 
only, * at which those who heard him took great pleasure.' 
Some meditated as they went away on what they had 
heard, and that silent conversation of the soul speaking 
with its God began in the quiet chamber of many a house. 
' By this means a goodly number of Genevans received a 
knowledge of the Gospel.'* Some of them — Baudichon 
de la Maison-Neuve and Claude Salomon amongst others 
— earnestly besought Farel to come and explain the Scrip- 
tures in their own houses. 

This second meeting added considerably to the alarm 
in the catholic camp, and the commotion was particularly 
gi'eat among the w^omen, who were at that time the main 
support of the papacy in Geneva. ' There is not one of 
them,' said a reformer, ' that has any desire to learn the 
truth, so tainted are they with the breath, teaching, life, 
and conversation of tBeir priests. There is a great in- 
timacy between them; some are their brothers, others 
their friends, neighbors, gossips .... I shall say nothing 
more at present,' he added, ' to save the honor of the 
ladies.'f The priests told their female parishioners that 
if they did not turn out these unbelievers everything was 
lost. The Genevan ladies, therefore, entreated their hus- 
bands and brothers to expel the heretic preachers. A 
few citizens, who cared very little about the Reformation, 
were carried away by their wives, and proceeding angry 
and heated to the Tour Perce, desired Farel and Saunier 
to leave Geneva at once, if they did not wish to be turned 
out forcibly. ' If we cannot manitain what we say,' re- 
plied the refoimers, ' we offer ourselves to death.'J Hav- 

* Chonpard MS t Froment, GesteSf p. 4. 

t Ibid. Choupard MS. 
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ing God for the author of their faith, they were tranquil 
in the midst of tempests.* 

Thus, despite all the efforts of the husbands urged by 
their wives, and of the wives urged by the priests, Farel 
remained. At that time a great agitation prevailed in 
Geneva : canons, rectors, monks, and curates ran up and 
down, talking with one another, ' and holding counsel 
together, asked what they should do with those persons.'f 

The magistrates, noticing the commotion occasioned by 
the arrival of Farel and Saunier in the city, summoned 
them to appear before the bench, and met to consult as to 
what should be said and done to them. The council had 
not made up their minds either for or against the Re- 
formation, and many of the members arrived at the town- 
hall not knowing clearly what they ought to do. Er- 
syndic Balard, who was then discharging the functions of 
vidame, a ssealous Catholic whom Froment calls (probably 
with some exaggeration) ' the head servant of the priests,' 
waa for immediate repression, and a few were ready to 
vote with him. The majority, composed of men of mod- 
erate views, had no desire to ofiend the canons and priests, 
but feared still more to offend Berne. William Hugues, 
the premier syndic and Besan con's brother, was rather 
favorable to the reformers. Only a small number of de- 
cided huguenots were convinced that the new doctrine 
alone could free them from the bickerings of the bishops 
and the dukes. Farel and Saunier were conducted to the 
town-hall and taken into the council chamber. As they 
entered, everybody looked with curious eye on that man 
with keen look and red beard who was setting all the 
country in a blaze from the Alps to the Jura. One of the 
magistrates most devoted to the Church addressing Farel 
rudely, said : 'It is ypu then that do nothing but disturb 
the world ; it is your tongue that is stirring up tumult 
everywhere and trumpeting rebellion. You are a busy- 

* Calvin. t Choupard MS. 
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body who have como here only to create discord. We 
order you to depart from the city instantly.' The angry 
looks of some of the councillors were at the same time 
turned upon Farel, who being regarded as the scourge of 
the priests, 'was for that reason supremely hated by 
them.'* The reformer contained himself, and answered: 
'I am not a deluder, I am not a trumpet of sedition; I 
simply proclaim the truth.f I am ready to prove out of 
God's word that my doctrine is true, and,' added he in a 
voice trembling with emotion, 'not only to sacrifice my 
ease but to shed the last drop of my blood for it.' 

The reformer's noble simplicity touched the members 
of the council, and supplied the huguenots with sufficient 
motives to undertake his defence. Farel's judges ap- 
peared to be softened by his moderation. Then calling 
to mind that St. Paul under similar circumstances had in- 
voked the respected name of imperial Rome, the evange- 
list resolved to follow his example. 'Most hdnored lords,' 
he said, 'are you not allies and co-burgesses of Berne? 
Know, then, that my lords of Berne, who have at heart 
to advance the Gospel, have given me letters wherein 
they bear witness to my innocence and doctrine, and beg 
you to hear me preach peacefully, assuring you that by 
so doing you will confer a pleasure on them,' At the 
same time Farel produced the credentials with which 
their excellencies had furnished him. The syndics took 
the letter. 'If you condemn me unheard,' continued 
Farel, ' you insult God, and also, as you see, my lords of 
Berne.' The latter plea touched the magistrates of 
Geneva closely ; and, accordingly, changing countenance, 
they gently dismissed Farel and Saunier without imposing 
any punishment on. them, but begging them only not to 



♦ Ruchat, III. p. 177. 

t * Se non seditionis tubam Bed veritatU pnecouein eesc'^Span- 
heimjGencva restiluia, p. 43. 
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disturb the public tranquility by new doctrines. The two 
ministers quitted the council chamber.* 

Meanwhile an episcopal council was being held ; and 
jurists, canons, and priests were assembling at the house 
of the grand vicar. Monseigneur de Gingins, abbot of 
Bonmont, deliberated as to what should be done. The 
Keformation and the reformers, of whom there had been 
so much talk these fifteen years, were in Geneva at last. 
The rock so long suspended over their heads was at 
length detached from the mountain, and threatened to 
destroy everything. What was to be done ? The tumult 
was still greater in the city than in the grand vicar's 
house. A crowd, attracted by the summons of Farel and 
Saunier before the council, ' was scattered up and down 
the streets,' and priests paraded the city, ' carrying arras 
under their frocks.'f The reformers had some trouble to 
reach their lodgings. 

The episcopal council prolonged its sittings. Mon- 
seigneur de Bonmont, a sincere but moderate and liberal 
catholic, was ill at ease. Seeing angry faces and flashing 
eyes around him, he represented that it would be neces- 
sary to proceed cautiously and in accordance with justice. 
Some of those present were exasperated, for in their eyes 
De Gingins' moderation was flagrant treason. In their 
opinion it was necessary to prosecute immediately not 
only the foreign preachers, but 'all who inviting them 
into their houses (as Maison-Neuve for instance) to con- 
verse about the Gospel, wished to live differently from 
wtet their forefathers, pastors, and bishops had taught 
tliem.' The most reverend vicar represented that persons 
were not convicted without being heard, that they must 
summon these strangers before them, call upon them to 
explain their doctrine, and then they would be sentenced 
upon full knowledge of the facts. This alarmed the coun. 

* Choupard MS. Spanheim, Geneva restiltUa^ p. 48. 
t Fromont, Gcates de Genhvct P- 4. 
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ell, and Dom Stephen Piard, proctor to the chapter, ex- 
claimed with a frown :* 'If we dispute, all our office is at 
an end.'f He urged that ' to discuss theological questions 
was to overloofc*. the authority of the church ; that we 
must believe because Rome has spoken ; that these people 
with their Bibles were subtle spirits and dangerous ad- 
versaries, .... and that the authority of the chapter would 
be overthrown if they permitted any disputation.' 

Dom Stephen enjoyed a certain authority ; the assembly 
was about to refuse to hear Farel, when it was opposed 
by some of the members who were most notorious for 
their fanatical zeal. In the sixteenth century not only 
jurists regarded it as a duty to condemn heretics to death, 
but devout persons, laymen as well as priests, thought 
they did an acceptable thing to God by putting them to 
death. It would appear that these latter persons had 
made up their minds to this meritorious work. ' Having 
deliberated to kill Farel and his companion,' says a ma- 
nuscript, ' they found the best means of getting them to 
come would be by giving them to understand that they 
desired to. debate with them.' The pious sister Jeanne de 
Jussie corroborates this statement.| The conspirators 
carried the proposal to summon Farel. He was never to 
go out again from the vicar-general's house ; but iirat of 
all it was necessary for him to enter it. Machard, the 
bishop's secretary, was deputed to summon Farel and 
Saunier, and also Olivetan, ' to retract publicly, or to ex- 
plain before the episcopal council what they had preached 
in the inn.' » 

Ere long something transpired of the plot of these 

* * Supereilio addacto/ — Spanbeim, Geneva resiituta, p. 44. 

t *Si disputetnr, totnm ministerium nostram dcstpuctur.* — Fpo- 
ment, Gestes de Genhse, p. 6. This is differently reported : Froment 
and Choupard give minislerium ; Roset and Spanheim mysterium, I 
have preferred the former as the better reading. 

t Choupard MS. La SoBur J. de Jussie, le Levain du Calvinisme^ 
p. 47. 



286 THE BBFORMATIOlf IN EXTBOPB. BOOK T. 

fimatical ecclesiastics, and the hngnenots, forming part of 
the little council at that moment assembled in the town* 
hall, represented to their colleagues that the priests had 
no other object than to draw the miniifters into a trap. 
Accordingly the two chief magistrates, Hugues and Ba- 
lard, accompanied Machard to the Tour Perce, to give a 
guarantee to Farel and his fiiends. Some persons sus- 
pected Balard of wishing to get Farel and Saunier into 
trouble. 'There is nothing more prejudicial to Greneva 
than division,' he said ; 'I wish those who disturb us were 
well out of us.' But he was neither a coward nor a trai- 
tor ; he was determined to send the reformers away from 
Geneva, but to protect their lives.' * On reaching the inn 
the bishop's secretary informed the evangelists that the 
episcopal council invited them to retract the doctrines 
they had taught, the presence of Balard and Hugues giv- 
ing weight to the request. Farel answered: 'We affirm 
these doctrines in the strongest way possible, and again 
offer to die if we can not prove them out of scripture.' 
*In that case,' resumed Machard, 'come before the epis- 
copal council to discuss with the priests, and maintain 
what you have said.' ' No harm shall be done you,' said 
the premier syndic and the vidame, 'we pledge our word 
to it.' Farel and Saunier, delighted with this opportunity 
of announcing the Gospel, set off, accompanied by Olive- 
tan. They were calm and full of joy, doubtless not ex- 
pecting what awaited them, but ready nevertheless to 
give up their lives. 

* M4m, d^ArelMogie de la Soc, d^Hi$t. de GenH&s v« P* ^^^ 



CHAP. nil. FAREL BEFORE THB EPISCOPAL COUNCIL. 28? 



CHAPTER Vm. 

THE BEFOBMERS ARE EXPELLED FROM GENEYA. 

(October 1532.) 

While the upper house of the clergy was sitting at 
the vicar-general's, the lower house had assembled in the 
streets. The armed curates and chaplains watched what 
was going on, and when they saw the premier syndic 
with ex-syndic Balard and the bishop's secretary enter 
the inn, they guessed that they were about to conduct 
Farel before the episcopal council, and had immediately 
made it known to their followers, to the women and the 
common people. When the three reformers, accom- 
panied by the three Genevans, came out, there was 
already a little crowd in front of the Tour Perce. The 
number increased as they proceeded along the streets 
•which lead from the banks of the Rhone to the top of the 
hill ; but the populace and the women were content to 
threaten and jeer at the reformers, crying out as loud as 
they could, 'Look at the dogs, look at the dogs.'* Thanks 
to the presence of the magistrates, the three reformers 
arrived safe and sound in the Rue des Chanoines, and en- 
tered the house of the vicar episcopal. As those who 
were within as well as those who were without had 
equally sworn Farel's death, it seemed impossible for 
him to escape. The three evangelicals had to wait some 
time ; in fact the syndics had preceded them, and re- 
quired of the episcopal council that no harm should be 

* *Ce sont des cagnes, oe qui Tent dire (adds Fromest) oe sont 
des ohiens.' 
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done the ministers if they freely explained their doc- 
trines. This engagement having been taken, Farel, 
Saunier, and Olivetan were called in, the two magis- 
trates remaining in the assembly to secure order. 

The abbot-vicar of Bonmont presided ; on his right 
and left sat the canons, the bishop's officers, and the 
head priests, all in their sacerdotal robes. The missionary, 
simply but decently dressed, came forward followed by 
his two friends, and all three remained standing before 
the assembly. The official, Messire de Veigy, a learned 
and eloquent man, was ordered to speak. * William 
Farel,' he said, ' tell me who has sent you, for what rea- 
son you come here, and iti virtue of what authority you 
speak?' In Veigy's opinion it was necessary for the 
preacher to be sent by some Komish ecclesiastical author- 
ity. Farel replied with simplicity, ' I am sent by God, 
and I am come to announce his word.' * Poor wretch ! ' 
exclaimed the priests, as they shrugged their shoulders. 
The official resumed : ' God has sent you, you say ; how 
is that ? Can you show by any manifest sign that you 
are come in His name ? As Moses before Pharaoh, will 
you prove to us by miracles that you really come from 
God ? If you can not, then show us the license of our 
most reverend prelate the Bishop of Geneva. Preacher 
never yet preached in his diocese without his leave.' 

Here the official paused ; and then disdainfully scanning 
the reformer from head to foot, he said ; ' You do not 
wear the dress that is usual for those who are accustomed 
to announce the Word of God to us. . . .You are dressed 
like a soldier or a brigand .... How is it you are so bold 
as to preach ? Is it not forbidden by a decree of holy 
church for laymen to preach in public under pain of ex- 
communication ? That is contained in the decretals of 
our holy mother church. . . .You are, therefore, a deceiver 
and a bad man.' * Farel believed that is was his duty to 

* La Sodor de Juseie, U Levain de CalvinUme, p. 47. 
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annoance the Word of God, because Jesus Christ had 
said. Preach the Gospel to -every creature. He thought 
that the true successors of the apostles were those who 
conformed to Christ's order, and that (as Calvin says), 
^ the pope of Rome and all his tribe had no claim to that 
apostolical succession which they alleged, since they no 
longer cared for the doctrine of Christ.'* The clergy in 
whose presence he was standing did not allow him time 
to speak: At last they had before them the tenible 
heretic of whom they had been talking so many years. 
The official's words had still further aroused their pas- 
sions; they could no longer contain themselves. Pale 
with anger they shuddered and clattered with their feet 
as they sat. At last the mine exploded ; they all spoke 
at once, pouring insult and abuse on the reformer. Their 
excitement carried them away; they rose from their 
scats, rushed upon him, and pulling him now this way, 
now that, exclaimed, 'Come, Farel, you wicked devil, 
what business have you to go up and down, disturb- 
ing all the world ? Are you baptized ? Where 

were you born ? Where do you come from ? Why 
did you come here ? Tell us by whose authority 
you preach ? Are you not the man who propa- 
gated Luther's heresies at Aigle and Neuchlltel, and 
threw the whole country into confusion ? Who sent you 
into this city ? ' The noise and tumult would not permit 
either Farel or the grand vicar to speak ; the weapons 
were heard to rattle which some of the priests carried 
under their frocks. Farel remained still and silent in the 
midst of this raging sea. At last Messire de Bonmont 
succeeded in interposing his authority, made his col- 
leagues resume their seats, and silence was restored.f 
Then the reformer, nobly lifting up his head, said with 
great simplicity : * My lords, I am not a devil. I was 

* Calvin, Harmome ivangelique, I. p. 757. 
t Froment, Gestes, p. 5. Choupard MS. 
VOL. III. — 13 
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baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
and if I journey to and fro, it is that I may preach Jesns 
Christ — Jesns Christ crucified, dead for our sins, and 
risen again for our justification, so that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him shall have everlasting life. As an ambas- 
sador of Jesus Christ I am compelled to teach Him to all 
who are willing to hear me. I have, however, no other 
right to speak than that which the commandment of God 
gives to me His servant. My only aim is so to discharge 
my duty that all the world may receive salvation, and it 
is for this cause and for no other that I am come into 
this city. Having been brought before you to give an 
account of my faith, I am ready to do so, not only at 
this moment, but as many times as you please to hear 
me peaceably. What I have preached and still preach is 
the pure truth and not a heresy, and I will maintain it 
even unto death. As for what you say about my dis- 
turbing the land and this city in particular, I will answer 
as Elijah did to Ahab, I have not troubled Israel^ hut thou 
and thy father* a house. Yes, it is you and yours who 
trouble the world by your traditions, your human inven- 
tions, and your dissolute lives.' * 

The priests, astonished at the calm, simple, free and 
spirited language of the reformer, had listened to him in 
silence so far, but the moment they^ heard him speak of 
their human inventions and iiTegular lives, his words 
were like daggers and disturbed their wicked consciences. 
It might have been said that the infernal deities (it is the 
expression of a reformer) were-hovering about them and 
left them no repose. ' They fixed their burning eyes on 
Farel ; they gnashed their teeth,' says a manuscript ; and 
one of them starting up in a passion said : ' Blasphematur, 
Bon amplius indigemus testibus. Reus est mortis.'f This 

♦ Froment, Gestesy p. 6. Cboapard MS. Chonpard gives some 
featares that are not found in Froment 

t He hath spoken blasphemy ; what further need hare we of wit- 
nesses ? He is guilty of deaai.--Matth, xxvL 65, 66. 
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was the signal for a scene more savage than the former. 
All rose again, some impelled by violence and pride, 
others believing they were supporting the cause of re- 
ligion^ and exclaimed : ^ To the Rhone, to the Rhone ! 
kill him, kill him ! It is better for this rascally Lutheran 
to die than permit him to trouble all the people.'* These 
words, without being those which the high-priest uttered 
against Christ were very like them. Farel was struck by 
the resemblance. ^ Speak the words of God and not of 
Oaiaphas,' he exclaimed. At these words the exasperated 
priests could contain themselves no longer. They all 
started up together and shouted out : ^ Kill him, kill the 
Lutheran hound !' Dom Bergeri, proctor to the chapter, 
still more excited than the others, urged them on, ex* 
claiming in his Savoyard dialect : Tapa^ tapa / (which, 
adds Froment, means 'Strike, strike!') The sentence 
was immediately carried into execution ; they surrounded 
the three reformers; some caught hold of Farel, others of 
Saunier, and others of Olivetan. They abused them, beat 
them, spat in their faces, and uttered all sorts of cries, eo 
that it was like a pandemonium. In the midst of all this 
uproar Farel and his companions ' preserved their patience 
and moderation.' The abbot of Bonmot, syndics Hugues 
and Balard, and even a few priests, ashamed of such a 
scene, tried to put an end to it. ' It is not well done,' 
said the abbot, ' have we not pledged our word and honor 
to them?' Syndic Hugues, a just, quick, and energetic 
man, disgusted with the behavior of the ecclesiastics, 
broke out at last. ' You are wicked men,' he said ; ' we 
brought you these men on your promise that no harm 
should be done them, and you want to beat and kill 
them before our faces .... I will go and set the great bell 
ringing to convoke the general council. The assembled 
people shall decide.' Hugues was leaving the room to 
go and put his threat into execution, when Balard, the 

* Froment, Gesies, p. 7. ' In Rhodanum, in Rhodannm I nnum 
hnno Lnthenim necari prs^etat/ — ^Tnrrctin MS. in the Berne library. 
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other magistrate, deshing to prevent anything that might 
compromise the cause of Rome, endeavored to calm him. 
However the syndic's threat had produced its effect ; the 
priests alarmed at the thought of a general assembly of 
the citizens, and fearing lest it should decree their expul- 
sion from Geneva, returned to their seats rather ashamed 
of themselves. The abbot, taking advantage of this new 
lull, desired Farel and his friends to withdraw, in order 
that the episcopal council might deliberate. Farel left 
the room covered with spittle and severely bruised.* 

While the superior clergy were behaving in this way, 
the inferior clergy were assembling, and about eighty 
priests had collected before the house of the vicar-episco- 
pftl, ' all well armed with clubs to defend the holy catholic 
faith and prepared to die for it.' This hiode of defending 
religion, so different from that of the first fathers of the 
church, has been made known to us through the reverend 
Sister Jeanne de Jussie. The priests were stout, resolute 
men, they had formed a plot and were there to carry it into 
execution. ' They wished,' adds Sister Jeanne, * to put that 
wretch and his accomplices to a bitter death.'f Such was 
the exploit they contemplated^ and for its accomplishment 
they carefully surrounded the grand-vicar's house. They 
filled the narrow area of the Puits St. Pierre and the Rue 
des Chanoines, and had even penetrated into M. de Bon- 
mont's courtyard and garden, so that it was impossible for 
Farel to escape. Tfee fanatical and agitated crowd, which 
had been there for some time, was beginning to grow im- 
patient that the episcopal council sat so long. Farel and 
his two friends, when they had turned into a long gallery, 
could hear the raised voices of some of the members of 
the council, and the increasing noise of the crowd that 
filled the courtyard. But another danger threatened them. 

One of the grand-vicar's servants, Francis Olard, sur- 

* 'Sputis madidatus et pugnis contritus.' — Spanheim, Geneva 
restUuta. Froment, Gesies, pp. 5-7. Chonpard and Boset, MSS. &o. 
t he Levain du Calvinisme^ p. 17. 
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D&med Ginin, a violent man, stood at the end of the gal- 
lery, havmg been posted there arquebuss in hand, as a 
sentinel. He had listened to the tumult from within ; the 
shouting from without excited and inflamed him. Was 
not this Farel the enemy of his masters — a heretic whom 
everybody wished dead ? His weapon was ready : he 
levelled it at Farel and prepared to fire. Had the priests 
stationed Olard there for this purpose, as the chronicles 
say, or did he act of his own accord, being more fanatical 
than his masters, as the servants of political or ecclesias^ 
tical corporations often are ? Be it as it may, the arque- 
busier pulled the trigger, the priming flashed. . . .but the 
gun did not go offl Farel turning to him coldly : ' I am 
not to be shaken by a popgun ; your toy does not alarm 
me.' — ' Verily,' said his friends, ' God of mercy turned 
aside the blow, in order to preserve Farel for struggles 
still more fonnidable.'* 

Meanwhile the council were still deliberating, and many 
wished Farel to be put to death. Heresy in that age, as 
is but too well known, was punished capitally ; but the 
magistrates pointed to the danger of using violence to- 
wards the preacher of the lords of Berne. Their opinion 
prevailed, and the reformers having been brpught into 
the room again, the grand-vicar said : ' William Farel, 
leave my presence and this house, and within six hours 
get you gone from the city with your two companions, 
under pain of the stake. And know that if the sentence^ 
is not more severe, yjou must ascribe it to our kindness 
and to our respect for my lords of Berne.' — ' You condemn 
us unheard,' said Farel. ' I demand a certificate to show 
at Berne that I have done my duty.' — 'You shall not have 
one,' the abbot hastily replied ; ' leave the room all of 
you, without a word more.'f 

* Ictus tamen divina bonitate aversus, Deo ' servum suum certo 
perioulo eripiente.' — Spanheim, Geneva reatUuta^ p. 43. Froment, 
Gestes de Geneve^ p. 8. Roset MS. liv. iii. ch. 1. 

t La Scdiir J. de Jussie, Le Levain du CcUvinisnu, p, 48« 
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The priests and people collected in front of the house, 
learning that Farel was about to appear, ciowded one 
upon another, uttering angry cries. . It would seem that 
the reformer heard them and stopped an instant, knowing 
full well what was in reserve for him. It ^as in truth a 
solemn moment, perhaps his last. ^ The caitiif dared not 
come out,' said Sister Jeanne, afterwards Abbess of An- 
necy, ' for he had heard the noise made by the church 
people before the door, and feared they would put him 
to death.' Seeing that Farel hesitated, two of the senior 
canons addressed him coarsely : * As you will not go out 
willingly, and in God's name,' they said, ' go out in the 
name of all the devils, whose minister and servant you 
are.' Thus spoke a few fanatical priests. Their God 
was the church, and there was no salvation for the sinner 
except in the sacrifice of the mass : in them imagination 
took the place of understanding, and passion of judgment. 
They had no idea of the living faith which animated the 
hearts of Farel and his friends, and looked upon them as 
impious. Putting aside the holy authority and wise pre- 
cepts of scripture, they had no other rule than strong 
attachment to their church and the excess of zeal which 
carried them away. Inflamed by violent passion they 
did not confine themselves to abuse. The sister of St, 
Claire is far from wishing to conceal their exploits : ' One 
of them,' she says, ' gave him a hard kick, the other struck 
him heavily on the head and face ; and in great confusion 
they put him out with his two companions.'* 

Farel, Saunier, and Olivitan quitted the house, and 
thus escaped the ill-treatment of those reverend gentle- 
men. But turned out of doors by the canons, they fell 
from Scylla into Charybdis ; they had to experience still 
more culpable excesses of religious fanaticism. The 
priests, chaplains, sacristans, an^ the furious populace 
assembled in the street, hooted, hissed, groaned, and 

* Lft SoBur J. de Jnsde, Le Levain^ <&c., pp. 47, 48. 
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bowled; some threateningly flourished their weapons. 
It was like an impetuous hurricane that seemed as if it 
would sweep everything before it. It was a human tem- 
pest more terrible perhaps than that of the winds : 

Yenii« velnt agmine facto, 
Qoa data porta niunt. et terras turbine perflant ; 
Insequitur clamorque Yirum stridorque radentnm.* 

On a sudden there was a movement in the crowd, those 
who were on the outside falling back in alarm upon their 
comrades : there was a body of armed men approaching. 
*At this time up came the syndics and all the watch with 
their halberts. *Pray, sir priests,' said they, 'do nothing 
rash.' The mob gave way. 'We are come to execute 
justice,' added the magistrates. Upon this they took 'the 
caitiff,' placed him and his companions in the midst of the 
guard, and all marched off in the direction of the Tour 
Perce, the crowd parting right and left to make way for 
the escort. The priests, fourscore in number, kept to- 
gether, forming a dark and agitated group, and so sta- 
tioned themselves that the three ministers must neces- 
sarily pass before them on their road to the inn. They 
had heard that Farel and his friends were to be expelled 
jfrom the city ; 'but the worthy men could not be satisfied 
with this,' says Sister Jeanne. Considering that the syn- 
dics and even the episcopal council refused to do justice 
to them, they were resolved to take the matter in their 
own hands. Just as the three preachers were passing in 
front of them, one of them rushed forward sword in hand 
upon Farel ' to run him through.' f One of the syndics 
who was at the reformer's side saw him, caught the as« 
sassin by the arm, and stopped him. This act of the 

* The raging winds rush through the hollow wound, 
And dance aloft in air, and skim along the ground ; 
The cables crack, the sailors' fearful cries 
Ascend. Drtden. 

t •' Pour le transpcrcer au travers du corps." — La Sceur*do Jussie, 
p.48. 
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ma^strate serioasly grieved the devout. Laymen who 
prevented the clergy from killing their adversaries were 
looked upon as impious. 'Many were chagrined,' says 
the good nun innocently, 'because the blow failed.' The 
halberdiers closed their Tanks, thrust the priests and their 
creatures aside, and the reformers continued on their way. 
The mob, finding they could not touch the Lutherans, 
compensated themselves with hooting. In every street 
through which they passed, men and women cried out 
that they ought to be flung into the Rhone. At length 
the procession reached the Tour Perce; the reformers 
entered, and the syndics left a guard. 

They must go-rof that there could be no doubt. Farel 
and his friends might have been overwhelmed with sor- 
row, and have fainted in the )nidst of their work ; but 
their Heavenly Master had said, When they persectUe you 
in this city^ flee ye into another. (Matth. x. 23.) What 
grieved them was the thought of the generous men who 
had listened to them ; these Farel was determined not to 
abandon. If the tempest obliged him to depart, he would 
take advantage of the first moment of calm weather to 
introduce into Geneva that Gospel which many huguenots 
desired with all their hearts. The next day (4th October) 
a few citissens, friends of the reformer, rose early, got 
ready a boat near the Molard, and went to the Toiu* 
Perce to fetch the missionaries, hoping that if the latter 
set 6ff betimes they would not be observed. But the 
priest-party was quite as matutinal as they were ; some of 
them were already before the door, and it is probable 
they had been there all night for fear the huguenots 
should take advantage of the darkness to get the minis- 
ters away. Claude Bernard, Ami Perrin, John Goulaz, 
and Peter Verne — all stanch huguenots — came up ; they 
gave the signal, a door was opened, and they entered the 
inn. 'A few moments elapsed during which a number of 
priests and citizens assembled in that part of the Rue du 
Rhone which lies between the Tour Perce and the Mo- 
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lard. Presently the inn door opened again, and the four 
huguenots came out with Fare! and Saunier. When they 
saw them the crowd became agitated. 'The devils are 
gcing,' shouted the priests, as the two evangelists and their 
friends passed along. Farel, seeing the numbers around 
him, wished to exhort them, 'as he walked along;' but 
Perrin would not permit it, representing to him that it 
was necessary to push on quickly for fear the priests 
should block the way. "When the reformera reached the 
water's edge, they got into the boat with their defenders. 
The boatmen immediately began to row, and the crowd 
that lined the shore could do nothing but hoot. Periin, 
fearing violence, would not land at any of the towns or 
hamlets of Vaud, but steered- the boat to an unfrequented 
place between Morges and Lausanne. Here they all got 
on shore and embraced each other; after which the 
huguenots returned to Geneva, and the refoimers made 
their way to Orbe and thence to Grandson. 



CHAPTER IX. 

A JOUENET TO THE TALLEYS OF PIEDMONT, AND 
STEUGGLES NEAE NEUCHATEL. 

(End of 1582.) 

Fabel expelled from Geneva, with a heart full of love 
for those whom he had been obliged to quit, meditated on 
the means of evangelising them, and like a skillful general, 
was preparing even during his retreat for a ne^^' and more 
successful straggle. After h'Aviug saluted the Christians 

13* 
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of Orbe and Grandson he departed for the village of 
Yvonand, on the soathem shore of the lake of Nench4te]) 
where dwelt a jonthful Christian Anthony Froment by 
name, bom at Yal de Fridres in Danphiny in 1510, and 
consequently a year younger than Calvin and his country, 
man Farel. The reformer invited several evangelists to 
meet him in this village, and about the middle of October 
there came Olivetan, who had been unable to stay in Ge- 
neva after the departure of his two friends ; Adam, Mar- 
tin (probably Martin Gonin the Waldensian), and Guido 
(who must not be confounded with the Belgian reformer 
Guido or Guy von Br^s) who with Farel, Sauniei", Fro- 
ment, and others foimed a little council. Farel gave an 
account of his mission : he described his journey to the 
valleys of Piedmont, and the stormy reception he had met 
with at Geneva. They all looked with interest on the 
fugitive missionary who had escaped as by a miracle from 
the violence of the Genevan priests. Froment in parti- 
cular could not take his eyes off the reformer ; every word 
of Farel's made a deep impression on him, and disgusted 
with the ministers of popery, he pitied the fete of the 
huguenots deprived of God's word by the intrigues of 
the clergy. Fai^el, fixing his eyes on him, said : * Go and 
try if you can find an entrance into Geneva to preach 
there.'* Froment was disturbed and speechless. He 
possessed learning and talents; but he was young and 
without experience, and wanted that perseverance and 
firmness by which other reformers were distinguished. 
His feelings were sensitive, his imagination was ardent, 
but his character was uneven and rather fickle. He is 
believed to have been drawn to the Reformation more by 
witnessing the excesses of Rome than by the inner charms 
of the Word of God. 

*Alas! fether,' he said to Farel, 'how can I fiice the 
enemies from whom you were compelled to flee ?' — ' Be- 

t Froment, Gcstes de Gentye, p. 10. 
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gin,' replied Farel, *as I began at Aigle, where I was a 
schoolmaster at fii*st and taught little children, so that 
even the priests gave me liberty to preach. True they 
soon repented ; and even now I seem to hear the curate 
exclaiming: '^I would sooner have lost my hand than in- 
troduced this man, for he will ruin all our business." But 
it was too late ; the Word of God had begun its work, 
and the mass and images fell.' Froment, who was at that 
time full of ardor and zeal, began to familiarise himself 
gradually with the idea of going to the city that drove 
out the prophets. Farel, observing this, persevered, and 
encouraged his disciple by the recollection of the great 
dangers they had once incurred together. 'My dear Fro- 
ment,' he said, 'you fear the men of Geneva; but were 
you not with me when I planted the Gospel at Bienne, 
among the mountains, in the valley of Saint Imier, at Ta- 
vannes, and near that mountain (Pierre Pertuis) which 
Julius GsBsar tunnelled ? . . . . Were you not with me when 
I went to Neuch^tel and preached in the streets and mar- 
ket-place, and in the surrounding villages ? Do you not 
remember that we very often received our rent (censes)^ 
that is, blows and abuse .... once in particular at Va-^ 
lengiu, where my blood remained for moi'e than four years 
on the pavement of a little chapel, near which the women 
and priests bruised my head against the walls, so that we 
were both of us nearly killed?'* These remembrances 
were not very encouraging. Some sided with Farel, 
others thought that a man of twenty-two was too young 
to be launched into such a terrible gulf. . . .for Geneva 
really alarmed them. Froment could not yet make up 
his mind to attempt the enterprise. Another thought ab* 
sorbed Farel. 



* Froment, Gestes de Geneve, p. 10, 11. The Chonpard MS. (p. 
490) mentioDed Anthony Boiye, a,]&Q from Daaphiny, as Farel's oom> 
panion. Did both Anthonys accompany the reformer? It is very 
probable. (See the Hist, of the Reformation^ vol. iv. book zv. ch. 11.) 
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That pioQB reformer's heart was still fall of the glorious 
synod of the valleys at which it had been decided to 
translate the Bible. He had several times already en- 
treated Olivetan to undertake that great work: he re- 
peated his entreaties both in the assembly and in private. 
Near Yvonand there is a number of hills which form a 
sort of labyrinth around a little river. Beautidil forests 
of majestic oaks stretch their branches so wide and high 
that it is possible to walk beneath their immense leafy 
arches — a circumstance which has earned for this district 
the name of Arcadia. "Was it in a private room or in 
these woods that Farel urged Olivetan, as they trampled 
underfoot the dry leaves which autumn had already 
loosened from the trees ? I can not tell : in either case he 
no longer solicited, he ' importuned ;' * but Olivetan — like 
Froment with respect to Geneva — ^repeated his unwilling- 
ness to * venture' npon such a task. 'How,' said he, 'can 
I express Hebrew and Greek eloquence in French, which 
is but a barbarous language compared with them ? You 
know it is as difficult as to teach the hoarse raven to sing 
the song of the nightingale.' f Farel tried to encourage 
him : he might do it. Olivetan's style is, considering the 
time, one of remarkable elegance. But Calvin's cousin 
alleged other reasons: he had certain fears. 'Such an 
undertaking,' he said, ' is like a ball in a public building 
wherein everybody dances as he likes. I shall be encom* 
passed with critics, correctors, and cfilumniators .... They 
will not be friends, I am very sure, but strangera devoid 
of charity, Christians who will philosophize about the dot 
over an t, and bring forward a thousand false imputa- 
tions.'! — ' St. Jerome undertook a similar work,' said Farel. 
'St, Jerome!' exclaimed Olivetan, 'he had more trouble 
in answering such people than in all his work. How 
could I do it — ^I who am but a petty page, a mere varlet, 

* OliTetan's Bible : Apclogie du translateur. 
t Ibid. 
t Ibid. 
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oompared with such a knight?'* But Farel pressed him 
so much that he thought himself bound to undertake it. 
He promised, and it was well known that what he prom- 
ised he would perfonn. 

Farel had won a great victory. The French churches 
would have a good translation of scripture. But a jour- 
ney was necessary. ^ Cross the Alps,' he said to his 
friend ; 'go to the Waldensian valleys, and come to an un- 
derstanding with the brethren about the translation.' 
Then turning towards other members of the synod, he 
added : 'And you, Adam, Mai*tin, and Guido, go with him 
and preach to them the doctrine that will correct all their 
errors.' 

This mission, which was to result in the publication of 
the Bible in French, was not without importance or with- 
out danger. The evangelists proposed to take the direct 
road by Mount St. Bernard ; but before reaching the lake 
of Geneva they would have to cross a district belonging to 
the Duke of Savoy. Now the duke, the Count of Chal- 
lans, and the Sieur de Bellegardo were not at all anxious 
that the Waldensians of the Piedmontese valleys should 
unite with the reformers of Switzerland. The four friends 
determined, therefore, to travel by night. Having supped 
at Yvonand with Farel and the other brethren, they be- 
gan their journey immediately after. It was at the end 
of October. They traveled through the darkness, led by 
a guide who knew the country well. They successfully 
accomplished their night journey, and arrived at Vevey 
the next day before dinner-time. They began immediately 
to speak of Christ, for they had no wish to &.11 into sloth 
and carelessness.f From Vevey they proceeded to Aigle, 



* Olivetan^s Bible : Apologie du iranslateur, 

t * Ab Yvoniaco a coena solvimns, et Yiviaonm venimns pransam, 
nbi de Christo locuti samns.' — ^Adam to Farel fi-om the Valleys, 5. 
Nov. 1582, Cboupard MS. The letter from whLsh we take these par> 
ticnlam has escaped notice uotil now. 
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where they found the evangelical christians of the place 
assembled to receive them. 'I salate yon in Christ,' said 
Adam, ^and exhort yon to reprove one another as be- 
comes brethren and ministers of the word of truth.'* 

When they had almost reached the pretty village of 
Bex, in the midst of its orchards and walnut trees, in 
front of the picturesque Dent de Morcles, and the huge 
Pent du Midi, Martin was attacked with severe pains. 
His companions immediately looked for a house where 
they could lodge the sick man, but the country was so 
poor that they could not find a room fit to receive him.f 
These poor brethren were on the highway with their 
suffering friend, anxious and yet not knowing what to do. 
Some one told them that about a league behind them, at 
the village of OUon, lived the minister Claude who would 
gladly receive them. They accordingly retraced their 
steps, and arrived at OUon, a little place in the midst of 
the shady woods which extend to the foot of the moan- 
tain on which are situated the charming hamlets of Che- 
sidres and Yillars. They asked for the pastor's house and 
it was shown them ; they dragged their friend to it and 
knocked at the door. Claude opened it himself, and at 
the sight of a pale and fainting man invited the strangers 
in. But on a sudden hasty footsteps were heard, a wo- 
man appeared flushed with anger and with fiery eyes — ^a 
violent, wicked, pitiless, scolding woman: she was the 
unfortunate pastor's wife. She screamed and gesticulated, 
and instead of being grave, as Scripture requires such 
women to be, she forgot all restraint and broke out: 
* What's this, a sick man ? If you receive him into the 
house, I will leave it.' J Claude durst not say a word: 

* * Ut si monerent invicem quemadmodum fratres et verbi veritstis 
ministros/ — Adam to Farel from the Valleys, 5. November, 1532. 
Choupard MS. 

t * Nullum erat cubiculum/ — Ibid. 

t * Verum uxor garrala et dune cervicis, pietate vacans, ccspit mi- 
nari marito de discessu/ — Ibid. 
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the voice of this Xantippe rose higher and higher, aiid at 
last she turned her back on her husband and the strangers, 
arid disappeared in a passion.* Poor Claude was sorely 
vexed and ashamed. ' We will not be the cause of a di- 
voi'ce,' said Adam, * we will go away.'f The pastor, a 
good but weak man, who could not keep his wife in order, 
let them go. 

Thus not a house was opened to receive an expiring 
missionary. The poor evangelists were quite disheart- 
ened. ' Let us cheer up,' said they, ' and make haste to 
reach the Alps.'J The four travelers resumed their jour- 
ney, Martin probably on horseback ; but on arriving at 
the foot of the mountain beyond Martigny his pains in- 
creased. Martin was half dead, Olivetan suffered from 
an inflammation of the bowels, Guido was exhausted with 
fatigue, and Adam alone was unaffected. But ere long he 
too was attacked. Seized with cholem (it is his own 
word§) he thought his end was come. The four mis- 
sionaries dragged themselves painfully along the brink of 
the torrent, whose noisy waters alone disturbed the si- 
lence around them. They lifted their eyes mournfully 
towards those gigantic mountains which it seemed im- 
possible for them to cross, and ineffectuMly sought a re- 
fuge in the poorest of cottages. One thing, however, was 
left them — ^the faithfulness of their Master. They said to 
one another : ' God takes us down into the abyss when 
He pleases, but His grace is almighty to lift us out of it 
again.' || At this moment they caught sight of a wretched 
house. They went up to it, explained their condition, 
and happily they were received in consideration of their 

* 'Furibnoda'abivit.* — ^Adam to Farel, Chonpard MS. 

t *Ne divortii causa essemus/ — Choupard MS. 

t *Properamu8 ad Alpes.'-— Ibid. 

^ * Quo mserore iu pede Alpium me colera tam orudeliter iiiTasit.' 
—Ibid. 

II * Gratia illias, qui qnum yidetur nos ducit ad inferos et redueit*— 
Ibid. 



804 THB BEFOBMATION IN EUSOPB. BOOK T. 

money. God, whom they had invoked, alleviated their 
disorder, and the next day they were able to resume their 
journey, feebly at stalling, but gradually the mountain 
air gave them strength. 

They had been forced to incur extraordinary expenses, 
and Adam, who held the purse, smiled as he saw its 
shrunken condition. Their good humor began to re- 
turn: he showed his friends the lean little bag, and said 
merrily : 'Alas ! our purse has been seized with such cruel 
pains in the inside that there is scarcely anything left in 
it.'* They climbed the mountain, and needing rest en- 
tered an inn situated between Martigny and the convent 
of St. Beniard. They soon observed one of the monks, 
and approaching him desired in spite of their weakness 
to discharge their duty : they spoke to hini of Jesus 
Christ, and of the grace he gives to sinners. The monk, 
who belonged to the Augustine order, listened attentive- 
ly to their words, and began to talk with them, while the 
evangelists pressed him closely by means of the Holy 
Scriptures. He was touched and convinced. ' I will quit 
Antichrist,' he exclaimed. Adam immediately took pa- 
per, sat down and wrote : ' Here is a letter for Ma'ater 
Parel,' he said to the friar, ' go to him, and he will tell 
you what you have to do.' The evangelist and the monk 
separated. Even down to our days conversions have been 
effected among the brethren of this monastery. 

At last the four fiiends arrived among the Waldenses, 
who listened joyfully to their words of truth and love : 
some of these Alpine shepherds were even known to have 
gone two days' journey to hear them.f These poor 
christians handed over to Olivetan towards the printing 
of the Bible 600 gold crowns — an immense sum for them, 



* ' At crnmense nostrsB linteria coepenint laborare tarn ftspere, nt 
nihil prorsus in illorum coppore remanserit/ — Choupard MS. 

t * Yemant a IocIb distantibus a nobis itincre dnoram dierum.*— 
Ibid. 
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and begged that the publication should be hurried on.* 
Olivetan and the barbes came to terms. Here finishes this 
episode, \ hich to some may have little interest except so 
far as it is connected with the history of the French prot- 
estant translation of the Holy Scriptures. 

When this news reached Farel, his eyes were fixed 
upon another country. The young and gentle FaBri, 
whom the reformer loved as a fiither loves a son, was 
preaching at Neuchitel, when one day he saw some peas- 
ants arrive who had been deputed from the village of 
Bole in the parish of Boudry. These good people en- 
treated him to come and settle among them. The parish 
priest, a worthy man by the way, looked upon the Gos- 
pel not as a proclamation of grace, but as a second law 
more perfect than the first. Having heard the reformers 
inveigh against the corruption that prevailed in the 
church, he had at first gone with them ; but he soon hes- 
itated and shrunk back, when he found that their new 
morality reposed on a new faith. In fact the ministers 
who preached in those quarters said that the Gospel sub- 
stituted a regenerative doctrine for the dead ordinances 
of the law ; that Christ's religion did not consist in prac- 
tices commanded by the priests, or even in a purely out- 
ward morality, but in a new heart from which proceeds 
a new life. ' The law,' said Calvin in later years, ' is like 
grammar, which after it has taught the first elements, re- 
fers the learners to theology or some other science, in 
order that they may be perfected.' The priest of Boudry 
would have thought himself but too happy to see his par- 
ishioners endowed with that external morality which did 
not satisfy the evangelicals. A zealous doctor of the law, 
he* turned against the doctors of grace, and hence it hap- 
pened that a few of his parishioners hastened to Neu- 
ch4tel. 

Fabri followed these honest people, and the gentle and 

* * Ad typographum <lati sunt ^uingenti aurei.* — Chonpaid MS. 
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moderate reformer was immediately engaged in a severe 
campaign. The village of Bole was for the reformer ; the 
little town of Bondry for the priest. There were two 
places of worship in the parish, the charch, and a chapel 
called the Pontareuse, situated in a low ont-of-the-way 
place. The government decided that this should be for 
the use of both parties. Many catholics, more fanatical 
than their priest, entered into a plot to oppose the wor- 
ship of the reformed. On the first Sunday in November, 
1532, the latter went down full of peace and joy into the 
wild valley through which flows the torrent of the Reuse, 
and where a few remains of the little chapel are still visi- 
ble. They entered and took their seats on the benches, 
while Fabri went up into the pulpit. Meantime the catli- 
olics, girding on their swords, which was not usually 
done, entered the chapel and drew up near the altar.* 
While Fabri was preaching, all the bells suddenly rang 
out together so as to drown his voice, and the more he 
besought them to let him finish, the louder rang the cath- 
olics in the belfry. Then those who were in the church 
began to move, pushing and shouting. Fabri, seeing this 
disorder and profanation, ceased speaking and left the 
church. He had hardly got outside when the catholics 
near the altar ran and shut the door, and fell like mad- 
men on the surprised, and hesitating, and unarmed cou- 
gregation.f The confusion was very great, and it was 
this that saved the innocent. No one distinguished 
fnends from enemies : each man struck the first he met. 
One or two evangelicals endeavored to open the door, 
and at last they succeeded and rushed out, but their posi- 
tion was not bettered. ' Their adversaries, delighted at 
being able to distinguish them,* says an eye-witness, *fell 

* * Gladiis omncs ejuBdcm footionis prsBter consaetndinem oincti.* 
— Fabri to Farcl, Choupard MS. The partienlara, which we extract 
from this letter, were unknown until now. 

t 'lUi plusquain insini recta irruerant in nos gladiis evaginatis.*^ 
Ibid. 



CHAP. IX. A PB0TB8TAKT BISIN6. 807 

upon tbem like wolves upon lambs, threatening tbem with 
death.'* ' God help us I' exclaimed the poor people scat- 
tered here and there. At last they succeeded in reaching 
their homes, miraculously as it were, but with many 
bruises. They were happy at being in peace. ' Our heav- 
enly Father fought for us mightily,' they said.f Chibs ^ 
and swords only served to increase their repugnance for 
that theocratical tyranny which men had substituted for 
the mild gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The next day some of the reformed went to Ncuchatel 
against the advice of Fabri, who desired to wait for de- 
liverance from the Lord and not from men. To the 
fnends who met them on the road, they told the story of 
the plot to which they had nearly been victims. All the 
villages between Boudry and Keuchsttel were in commo- 
tion, and the peasants of Auvernier and Colombier flew 
to arms, ready to join the Neuch4telans if they went to 
the help of their brethren. J The council of Neuoh4tel 
decreed that henceforth the chapel of Pontareuse should 
belong entirely to the reformed. 

The catholics resolved to pay no attention to this. On 
Christmas day the priest had already sung two masses 
before the hour appointed for the evangelical preaching ; 
and at the moment when the reformers arrived, he reso- 
lutely began high mass *• with loud and long singing,' al- 
though there was scarcely anybody to hear it. The re- 
fonned waited patiently, but when the service was ended, 
and just as they were hoping that their turn had come, 
they were surprised to see the catholics arriving in a 
crowd. Fabri then wanted to go into the pulpit, but had 
great difficulty; one pushed him one way, and one another, 



* * Lnpina rabie oviculoa aggrediuntnr mortem minantes/ — Fabri 
to Farel, Clioupard MS. 

t * Optimus pater qui pro uobis potenter adco pugnavit.' — ^Ibid. 

t * Accincti ad anna toto spectarunt die si Neocomenses proficisce- 
rentur. — Ibid. 
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and all shouted out against him.* Order being a little 
restored, one of the reformers went, as was customary, 
to take a chalice for the celebration of the Lord's Supper. 
The priest who had remained in the church, watching 
what was going on, rushed upon him and snatched the 
vessel from his hands, crying out, ' Sacrilege ! Sacrilege !' 
The friends of the priests determined to put an end to the 
service once for all. ' Some of them rushed like raging 
lions upon the reformed, and hit them with theii fists ; 
and one of them struck a governor (probably one of the 
communal councilors) with a knife ; but God,' says the 
document we quote, * permitted only his clothes to be 
pierced.' This did not end the battle. Others, going to 
a room behind the altar, where they had hidden some 
large sticks, dealt their blows lustily on all sides. The' 
women rushed into the vineyards, tore up the vine-props, 
and brought them to as many of their husbands as had 
neither sticks nor knives. Some of them left the chapel 
.and picked up stones to throw at the minister, who was 
still in the pulpit, and kill kirn. From every side they 
fell upon the poor evangelicals, calling them * Rascally 
dogs!' Even the sautier of Boudry, whose duty it was 
to preserve order, joined in the riot, threw off his official 
robe, and loudly hooting, struck harder than the rest. 
The parish priest, who loved the law so much, had sud- 
denly lost his balance. Incensed, and beside himself, 
stripped to his doublet, and * bareheaded like a brigand,'f 
he directed the battle. His friends, well provided witli 
arquebuses, bludgeons, knives, and other weapons, seeing 
that the evangelists had rallied round their pastor, rushed 
upon them, intending to kill many of them ; ^ but it was 
God's will that this wolf should be stopped on the way,' 
says the official document, ' and be driven back into his 

* Reqtiete de MM. les gouverneurs de Bale & MM. les maitres bour- 
geois de Neuchfttel,— Choupard MS. 

t * Tete nue comme un brigai^.' — ^Requeto deMM. les gouvemenis 
de Bale &e.-*-Choupard MS. 
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den.' The reformed, who parried the blows as well as 
they could with their hands only, at last succeeded in 
reaching their houses. They told their relations and 
friends what had happened, and gave God thanks. ' It 
is indeed a great miracle,' they said with emotion, * that 
there was nobody killed. But the Lord Jesus Christ is 
a Good Shepherd ; he keeps his sheep so well in the 
midst of the sword, the fire, the lions, and even death 
itself, that the wolves can not snatch them out of his 
hand.' 

While these songs of thanksgiving were being snng in 
the houses of the evangelists, the cur6 was triumphing in 
the church. The battle was scarcely terminated by the 
retreat of the reformed, when, proud of the victory he had 
won by stones and clubs, he laid down the stake with 
which he had armed himself, covered his head, arranged 
his disordered doublet, put on his sacerdotal robes, and 
entered the church of Boudry with a grave and composed 
air. Seeing it full, and wishing to profit by the advantage 
he had gained, he went into the pulpit and exclaimed in 
his burlesque manner: 'Some strangers have come of 
their own accord into this country. One comes from 
Paris, another from Lyons, and a third from I do not 
know where. This one is called Master Anthony, that 
one Master Berthoud, another Master William, a fourth 
Master Froment, (L e. wheat) with barley or oats. . . . 
They carry a book in their hands and boast of having the 
Holy Ghost. But if they had the Holy Ghost, would 
they want a book ? The apostles who were filled with 
the Holy Ghost understood without book all languages 
and all mysteries. My brethren, will you believe a 
stranger before a man of the country whom you know ? 
Do not associate witb those devils ; they will lead you 
into hell ; but come to confession as all your forefathers 
have done ; open yourselves to me upon the seven deadly 
sins, the five natural senses, and the ten commandments. 
Do not be afraid ; your consciences will bo cleansed of 
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all evil. Put me to death in case I do not prove all I 
have told yon.'* The catholics left the church very proud 
of such a fine discourse. 

Some of the friends of the reformed hurried off to 
Fabri, and reported to him that the priest offered to prove 
all he had said, particularly that he could absolve from 
the seven deadly sins and those of the five senses. With- 
out loss of time Fabri appeared before the castellan and 
councillors of Boudry, and asked for a public disputation, 
offering to die in case he could not show that all he had 
preached was true, and that what the priest had said was 
false. The latter bluntly refused all public discussion ; 
he did not like combats of that kind, and compensated 
himself in another &shion. 

One day, as he sat half undressed at his window watch- 
ing the birds as they darted through the air, and the 
people who were walking in the street, he saw Fabri 
passing in front of his house. In great excitement he 
called to him and began abusing him: ^Gaol-bird! 
forger!' he said, stretching his head out of the window; 
' tell me why you corrupt Holy Scripture ?' Fabri, hoping 
the cur6 would grant him the discussion he had so much 
desired, made answer : * Come down and bring out your 
Bible ; we will take a clerk who can read it to the people, 
and I will show you that I am no forger.' At these words 
the alarmed piiest exclaimed ; ^ I have something else to 
do besides disputing with a gaol-bird like you ;' and he 
retired hastily from the window. Such were the strug- 
gles the reformers had to go through in order to trans- 
form the church. This transformation was going on, and 
ere long the whole principality of Neuch4tel was won to 
the Reformation. 

In 1532 it penetrated into the mountain regions among 
the shepherds and hunters of Locle and Chaux de Fonds. 
Claude d'Arberg, who had so often followed the chase in 

♦ Choopard^SS. 
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these mountains, had built an oratory there to St. Hu- 
bert, the hunters' patron saint. The saint (says the 
legend) was once met by a bear, which killed his horse, 
but Hubert got on the bear's back, and rode him home 
to the gi*eat astonishment of everybody. A more formi- 
dable hunter was now about to tame the bears of these 
parts. Jean de Bely, the evangelist of Fontaine, having 
gone to Locle at the time of the fair of St. Magd^ilen, 
Madame Guillemette de Vergy had him seized instantly 
and forced him to dispute for two hours in her presence 
with the cur6, Messire Besancenet. ' Put him in prison,' 
said the countess, who was offended at his doctrines ; but 
whilst the high-born dame was so irritated at what she 
had heard, the priest, a good-natured man, interceded in 
the kindest manner in favor of the heretic. The lady re- 
leased him, and the worthy vicar, taking B61y by the 
arm, led him graciously to the parsonage, and drank wine 
with him. Already people said that the mountain bears 
were beginning to be tamed. 

From' Locle the Gospel made its way to Chaux de 
Fonds, and thence to Brenets (1534). The earnest moun- 
taineers had taken the images out of the church, desiring to 
worship God in spirit and in truths and were preparing 
to break them in pieces and throw them into the Doubs, 
when they saw two fine oxen approaching, driven by 
some devout inhabitants from a neighboring village of 
Franche Comt6. ' We offer you these beasts,' said they, 
' in exchange for your pictures and statues.' — ' Pray take 
them,' said the people of Brenets. The Franche-Comtois 
gathered up the idols, the Neuchaltelans drove away the 
oxen, and ^ each thought they had made a line exchange,' 
says a chronicler. 

With the exception of one village, the evangelical faith 
was established throughout the whole principality of 
Neuch^tel, without the aid of the prince and the lords, 
and indeed in spite of them. A hand mightier than theirs 
was breaking the bonds, removing the obstacles, and 
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emancipatiDg souls. The Reformation triumphed: and 
after God, it was FarePs work.* 



CHAPTER X, 

THB SCHOOLMASTEB AND OLAUDINB LBYBT. 
(NOTKHBEB AND DxCBMBEB 1532.) • 

Fabel, seeing his labors in these different localities 
crowned with a success that promised to be lasting, turned 
his eyes with all the more ardor to Geneva. The numerous 
victories of Neuchiitel and Vaud seemed to augur new ones 
to be gained in the city of the huguenots. There were 
however, great obstacles. A fanatical party, directed by 
monks and priests, was opposed to all change, and even 
the enlightened catholics, who desired the abolition of 
crying abuses, kept repeating that the church ought first 
of all to be maintained, and then reformed. ' A purifica- 
tion is not enough,' said Farel; 'a transformation is 
wanted.' But who was to bring it about ? He had been 
banished from Geneva, and for a time could not return 
there. 

Froment, young, poor, simple-minded, but intelligent, 
had refused to undertake so difficult a task. Farel tried 
once more. Froment did not understand how the attack 
of one of the strongest fortresses of the enemy could be 
entrusted to so young a man. 'Fear nothing,' said Farel ; 
* you will find men in Geneva quite ready to receive you, 
and your very obscurity will protect you. God will be 
your guide, and will guard your holy enterprise.'f Fro- 

• Chsmbrier, Hist, de Nettchatel^ p. 221^. 

t * Obscnritatem nomiiuB pnesidio faturanii Denm itineri dueem 
«tooB|p1io patronum.' — Spanheim, Geneva restttuta^ p. 47. 



CHAP. X. FBESH ATTEMPTS UPON GENEVA. SI 3 

ment yielded, bat felt humbled ; and reflecting on the 
task entrusted to him, he fell on his knees : ' O God,' he 
said, ' I trust in no human power, but place myself entire- 
ly in thy hands. To thee I commit my cause, praying 
thee to guide it, for it is thine.'* He did not pray alone. 
The little flock at Yvonand, aflected at this call which 
was about to take away their pastor, said : ' O God, give 
him grace to be useful for the advancement of thy Word !' 
The brethren embraced, and Froment departed, * going 
to Geneva,' he tells us, ' with prayers and blessings.' It 
was the 1st November 1532. 

He reached Lausanne, whence he took his way along 
the shore of the lake towards Geneva. The poor young 
man stopped sometimes on the road, and asked himself . 
whether the enterprise* he was about to attempt was not 
sheer madness. ' No,' he said, ' I will not shrink back ; 
for it is by the small and weak things of this world that 
God designs to confound the great.' And then he re- 
sumed his journey. 

The Genevese were much occupied at that time with 
signs in the heaven. A strange blaze shone in the firma- 
ment; every night their eyes were fixed upon a long 
train of light, and the most learned endeavored to divine 
the prognostics to be drawn from it. ' At the new moon,' 
says a manuscript, ' there appeared a comet, at two in 
the morning, which was visible from the 26th September 
to the 14th of the following month. About this time 
Antony Froment arrived in Geneva.'f Many huguenots, 
irritated at the reception given to Farel, despaired of 
seeing Geneva reformed, and its liberties settled on a firm 
basis. Some, however, who were adepts in astronomy, 
wondered whether that marvellous sheen did not foretell 
that a divine light would also illuminate the country; 
They waited, and Froment appeared. 

* Fromenti Gestes de Geneve^ p. 12. 
t BadoUet MS. iu Berne library, Hiaf, Helv. 
VOL. Ill — 14 
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The young Daaphinese was at first much embarrassed. 
He tried to enter into conversation 'with one and another, 
but they were very short with the stranger. He hoped 
to find * soTne acquaintance with whom lie could retire 
safely and familiarly ;' but he saw none but strange faces. 
* Alas I' he said, ' I can not tell what to do, except it be to 
return, for I find no door to preach the Gospel.'* Then, 
calling to mind the names of the chief huguenots, friends 
of Farel, who (as he said) would give him the warmest 
welcome, Froment resolved to apply to them, and waited 
upon Baudichon de la Maison-Neuve, Claude Bernard, 

J. Gouiaz, Vandel, and Ami Perrin, but strange to 

Bay he everywhere met with embarrassed manners and 

• long faces. The mean appearance of the young Dauphin, 
ese disconcei-ted even the best disposed. Farel (they 
thought) might at least have sent a scholar, and not a 
working man. Geneva was an important and learned 
city. There were men of capacity among the Homan 
clergy, who must be opposed by a minister of good ap- 
pearaiice, a well-established doctor. . . The huguenots 
bowed out of the mean little man. ' Ah !' said Froment, 
returning to his inn, ^ I found them so cold, so timid, and 
so startled at what had been done to Farel and his com- 
panions, that they dared not unbosom themselves, and 
Btill less receive me into their houses.' Confounded and 
dejected at seeing all his plans overthrown, he walked 

^ thoughtfully through the streets with his eyes bent on 
the ground. He entered the inn, shut himself up in his 

' room, and asked himself what was to be done next. Those 
who seemed to wish to hear the Gospel looked at him 
with contemptuous eyes. If he spoke to any persons, 
they turned their backs on him. Not one door was 
opened to the Word of God. . . His feelings were soured. 
Weai'ied and dejected he sank under the weight, and 



* Jroment, Gtstes de QenhCt p. 13, 
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lost courage, ^I am greatly tempted to go back,' he 
sa-id.*" 

Froment went to the landlord, paid his bill, strapped 
his little bundle on his shoulders, and, without , taking 
leave of the huguenots, bent his s^eps towards the Swiss 
gate, and quitted tho city. But he had not gone many 
yards before he stopped ; he felt as if he were detained 
by an invisible hand ; a voice was heard in his conscience, 
telUng him he was doing wrong ; a force . greater than 
that of man compelled him to retrace his steps. He re- 
turned to his room, shut the door, and sat down ; leaning 
on the table with his head in his hands, he asked what 
God wanted with him.f He began to pray, and seemed 
to witness in himself thd realization of the promise : IwiU 
lead thee in the. way in which thou shouldst wcdk. He 
called to mind what Farel had told him, and what the 
reformer had done at Aigle. A flash of light illumined 
his soul. They will haye nothing to do with him in Ge- 
neva, because his appearance is mean. Be it so ; he wiU 
undertake with humility the work that God gives him ; 
and since he is rejected as an evangelist, he will turn 
schoolmasjter. 

During his walks Froment had met with one Le Patu, 
a man but little known, whom he asked if be could pro- 
cure for him a place for a school. Le Patu answered 
that there was the great hall at Boytet's, at the Croix 
d'Or, near the Molard.J They went there together; 
Froment measured its dimensions with his eye, and hired 
the room. He breathed again ; he had now one foot in 
the stirrup ; it only remained to get into the saddle, and 
begin his course. It was necessary to lind scholars; with 

* Froment, Gestes de Genhe p. 13. 

f * Cum jam pedem ex urbe efferret, nescio qnA tI hnmasa majore, 
se vel relactantem revooaii sensif •^Spanheim, Geneva resit p. 47 ; 
Froment, Gestes, p« 13. 

t The sign of the Golden Cross is still on the house, but it was not 
an inn, as some assert. 
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Ood's help Froment despaired of nothing. Returning to 
the inn, he drew np ^ prospectus, made several copies in 
his best handwriting, went out with them, and posted 
them in all the public places. They ran as follows : ' A 
man has just arrived in this city who engages to teach 
reading and writing in French, in one month, to all who 
will come to him, young and old, men and women, even 
such as have never been to school ; and if they can not 
read and write within the said month, he asks nothing 
for his trouble. He .will be foimd at Boytet's large room, 
near the Molard, at the sign of the Croix d'Or. Many 
diseases are also cured gratis.' 

These papers having been posted about the city, many 
of the passers by stopped to read them. ^We have 
heard him speak,' said some with whom he had conversed; 
*he talks well.' Others thought that the promise to 
teach reading and writing in a month was suspicious ; to 
which more benevolent men replied, that in any case he 
did not aim at their purses. But the pnests and devout 
were irritated. * He is a devil,' said a priest in the crowd ; 
•he enchants all who go near him. You have hardly 
heard him before his magical words bewilder you.'* 

The school opened however, and he did not want for 
young pupils. Froment, who had talent (his book of the 
Actes et Oeates de Genive proves this), taught with sim- 
plicity and clearness. Before dismissing his scholars he 
would open the New Testament and read a few verses, 
explaining them in an interesting manner; after which 
(as he had some knowledge of medicine) he would ask 
them whether any in' their families were sick, and dis- 
tribute harmless remedies among them. It was by the 
instruction of the mind and the healing of the body that 
the evangelist paved the way to the conversion of the 
heart. The school and medicine are great missionary 
auxiliaries. The childi'en ran home and told their parents 

♦ Froment, Gestes, p. 14. 
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all ; the mothers stopped in their work to listen to them, 
and the fathers, especially the huguenots, made them tell 
it again. Some of the boys and girls were continually 
prattling about it ; they even ^ accosted men and women 
in the streets, inviting them to come and hear thtU man,^* 
In a short time the city was full of the schoolmaster who 
spoke French so well. 

Several adults resolved to hear him, either from a de- 
sire to learn, or from a curiosity, or in sport. Wives, 
however, stopped their husbands ; jesters played off their 
jokes, and priests uttered their anathemas. But nothing 
could stop the current, for people thought the school- 
master would speak against the lives of the priests, the 
mass, and Lent. . . . These woi*thy huguenots, as they 
passed through the streets, heard ^ numerous loud jests 
and whispered hints' around them.f They took their 
places behind the children and listened. Fromeut began : 
^ He speaks well,' said his hearers. He did even more 
than he had promised ; he taught arithmetic, which was 
very acceptable to the Genevese, who are by nature rath* 
er calculating. It was the sermon, howevxir, which the 
hearers wsuted for, and that was very different from what 
they had expected — a homily instead of a philippic. In 
the course of his lessons Froraent read at one time a story 
from the Bible, at another one of our Lord's sermons, 
giving the Scripture as the Scriptures of God, explaining 
as he went on the difficult words, and then applying the 
doctrine affectionately to the conscience of his hearers. 
They were all ears ; leaning forward and with half-opened 
mouth, each one seemed afraid of losing a word. A few 
boys turned glances of triumph on those whom they had 
brought there. Froment joyfully marked the effect pro- 
duced by his teaching. ' They were much astonished, 

* Fromdnt, Gestes, p. 14. 

t Ibid. 

itibid. 
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for they had never heard such doctrine/* Some began 
to understand that evailgelical Christianity did not eon 
eist in mocking the priests and the mass, bat in knowing 
and loving the Saviour. * Those who heard him con- 
ceived in their hearts some understanding of the truth.'f 

In a short time the success of this simple instraction 
surpassed the hopes of the teacher. Those who had 
heard him talked of the beautiful discourses delivered at 
the Croix d'Or. *Come/ said they, 'for he preaches very 
differently from the priests, and asks nothing for his trou- 
ble.' — ' Good,' said some citizens more ignorant than the 
rest ; * we will go and hear him ; we will learn to read 
and write, and hear what he says.'| Men, women, and 
children hastened to the hall, striving which . should be 
there fir8t.g The poor man whom the Genevans had re- 
pulsed had suddenly grown in their estimation. The dis- 
putes between huguenots and mamelukes, the claims of 
the Duke of Savoy and Bishop De la Baume were forgot- 
ten ; nothing was thought of hut the evangelist. At the 
epoch of the Reformation nothing was more striking than 
the great difference between the instraction given by the 
priests and that given by the reformers. * Their teach- 
ing,' it was said, ' is not such a cold, meagre, lifeless 
thing as that of popery. True, our masters sing loud 
enong]^, and preach whatever pleases their patrons, but 
they chirp out divine things in a profane manner; their 
discourses have no reverence for God, and are full of fine 
words and affectation. ... In the others, on the contrary, 
instead of mere words and idle talk, there is virtue and 
efficaciousness, a life-giving spirit and divine power.'| 

The friends of the priests could not hear such remarks 

* Froment, Gestes, p. 14. 
tibid. 

t * Nous verrons ce que c'est qu'il dit.' — Froment, Gestes^ p. 14. 
^ * A viris et foBminiB certatiin ad Fromentium itum.' — Spanheim, 
Geneva reatU, p. 48.. 
il Calvin, passim. 
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without feeling the deepest alarm. 'Pshaw!' they said, 
*you speak as if the man had enchanted you. By what 
sounds, figures, or magical operations has he bewitched 
you ? Or is it else by fine words, great promises, or other 

means of seduction by money ?' From that time if 

they saw in the street a man or woman who attended the 
meetings at the Croix d'Or, they would cry out : ' Ho I 
ho! there goes one of the possessed!'* Complaints were 
made and bitter reproaches : signs of disapprobation were 
heard ; but ' notwithstanding all this contrary movement 
the number of hearers increased daily. Many of those 
whom curiosity had attracted were interested, enlightened, 
and touched, and returning home they praised and glori- 
fied God.'t 

All were not, however, won oyer to the Gospel. Cer- 
tain huguenot leaders, Ami Perrin, John Goulaz, Stephen 
d'Adda, and others, took no great pleasure in the preach- 
er's sermons ; but believing that this new doctrine, which 
fell from the skies, would overthrow the dominion of the 
priests and mamelukes, they did not hesitate to range 
themselves among Froment's hearers, and to support him 
energetically in the city .J Ere long matters went still 
worse for Rome. Some of Froment's hearers invited cer- 
tain priests who were liberally inclined, to come and hear 
the schoolmaster. The idea of sitting on the benches at 
the Croix d'Or alarmed these churchmen, the huguenots 
repeated the Frenchman's words : ^ Truly,' said the priests, 
' these doctrines are good, and we should do well to re- 
ceive them.' — 'Ho! ho!' said certain of the citizens, 'the 
clerks who made such a brag are now converted them- 
selves.' 

The alarm increased. The most bigoted monks and 
priests entered private houses, addressed the groups as- 

♦ Badollct MS. in Berne library, HisL Helv. 

f Froment, 'Gc5/C5, pp. 14 — 16 

t Council Registers, 81. Dec. 1532. 
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sembled in the public places, and jeered at Froment's 
doctrine and person. 'Will you go and hear that devil?' 
they said ; ' what can that little fool (folaton) know who 
is hardly twenty-two?' — 'That fool,' answered Froment's 

admirers, 'will teach you to be wise That devil will 

cast out the devil that is in you.'* 

In truth an astonishing work was going on in Geneva 
at thi9 time ; many souls were gained to the evangelical 
faith, and as in the times of the apostles, it was the wo- 
men of distinction who believed first.f Paula, the wife 
of John Levet, and probably the same as Pemetta of 
Bourdigny, was daughter of the lord of Bourdigny,* 
in the mandement of Peney. The members of this 
house had been styled nobles or damoiseaux as far 
back as the thirteenth century, and many of them bad 
been syndics of Geneva.J This lady, prepared by the 
teachings of the evangelists who had preceded Froment, 
'had become very zealous for the Word,' and earnestly 
desired to bring to the Gospel her sister-in-law Glaudine, 
wife of a worthy citizen, Aim6 Levet. The latter, 'an 
honest, devoted, and wondrously superstitious woman,' 
was upright and sincere, and more than once had com- 
batted zealously her sister's opinions. One. day when 
Paula was at Claudine's house, she conjured her to come 
and hear the schoolmaster. 'I have so great a horror of 
him,' replied her sister-in-law, 'that for fear of being be- 
witched, I will neither see nor hear him.' — 'He speaks 
like an angel,' answered Paula. ' I look upon him as a 
devil,' retorted Glaudine. ' If you hear him, you will be 
saved.' — 'And I think I shall be damned.' Thus con- 
tended these two women.. Paula was not discouraged. 
'At least hear him once,' she said, and then added with 



*. Froment, Gestes^ p. 13. 

t ' And some of them consorted with Paul and Silaa, and of the 
chief women not a few.' — Acts xvii. 4. 
X Galifife, Notices GiiiiaXogiques, I. p. 446. 
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emotion ; *Pray hear him once for love of me !' She pre- 
vailed at last, though with great difficulty. 

Dame Claudine, although yielding to her sister's en- 
treaties, resolved to protect herself thoroughly. She 
armed herself carefully with all the antidotes provided in 
such cases ; she fastened fresh-gathered rosemary leaves 
to her temples, rubbed her bosom with virgin wax,* hung 
relics, crosses, and rosaries round her neck, and shielded 
by these amulets, she accompanied Paula to the Croix 
d'Or. *I am going to see an enchanter,' she said, so de- 
ceivedf was she. She promised herself to lead back the 
Demoiselle de Bourdigny into the fold. 

Claudine entered the hall and sat down in front of the 
magician in mockery and derision, says the chronicle. 
Froment appeared, having a book in his hand. He 
mounted on a round table, as was his custom, in order to 
be better heard, and opening the New Testament, read a 
few words, and then began to apply them. Claudine, 
without caring the least for the assembly, and wishing to 
make her Catholicism known, crossed herself several times 
on the breast, at the same time repeating certain prayers. 
Froment continued his discourse and unfolded the treas- 
ures of the Gospel. Claudine raised her eyes at last, 
astonished at what she heard, and looked at the minister. 
She listened, and ere long there was not a more attentive 
hearer in all the congregation. Froment's voice alone 
would have been ' wasted,' but it entered into the woman's 
understanding, as if borne by the Spirit of God. She 
drank in the reformer's words ; and yet a keen struggle 
W2ls going on within her. Can this doctrine be true, see- 
ing that the church says nothing about it ? she asked her- 
self. Her eyes often fell on the schoolmaster's book. It 
was not a missal or a breviary. . . .It seemed to her full 
of life. • 

♦ * Kecente verbena tempora vincta, cera virginea pectus muiiita.' 
•— Spanheim, Geneva reslit, p. 60. 
t * Embabuynoe/ Froment, Gcstes, p. 16. 
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Froment having completed his Bermon, the children and 
adults rose and prepared to go out. Olaudine remained 
in her place : she looked at the teacher, and at last ex- 
claimed aloud: 'Is it true what you say?' — 'Yes,' an- 
swered the reforiner. 'Is it all proved by the Grospel?' — 
'Yes.' — 'Is not the mass mentioned in it ?' — 'No I' — ' Azid 
is the book from which you preached a genuine New 
Testament ?—' Yes.' Madame J^evet eagerly desired to 
have it: taking courage, she said: 'Then lend it nae.' 
Froment gave it to her, and Claudine placing it carefully 
under her cloak, among her relics and beads, went oat 
with her sister-in-law, who was beginning to see all her 
wishes accomplished. As Claudine returned home she 
did not talk much with Paula : hers was one of those deep 
natures that speak little with man but much with God. 
Entering her house, she went straight to her room and 
shut herself in, taking nothing but the book with her, and 
being determined not to come out again until she had 
found the solution of the grand problem with which her 
conscience was occupied. On which side is truth ? At 
Rome or at Wittemberg? Having made arrangements 
that they should not wait meals for her, or knock at her 
door, 'she remained apart,' says Froment, 'for three days 
and three nights without eating or drinking, but with 
prayers, &sting, and supplication.' The book lay open 
on the table before her. She read it constantly, and fall- 
ing on her knees, asked for the divine light to be shed 
abroad in her heart. Claudine probably did not possess 
an understanding of the highest range, but she had a 
tender conscience. With her the first duty was to submit 
to God, the first want to resemble Him, the first desire to 
find everlasting happiness in Him. She did not reach 
Christ through the understanding; conscience was the 
path that led her to Him. An awakening conscience is 
the first symptom of conversion and consequently of re- 
formation. Sometimes Claudine heard in her heart a 
voice pressuig her to come to Jesus; then her super- 
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Btitious ideas would suddenly return, and she rejected the 
Lord's invitation. But she soon discovered that the 
practices to which she had abandoned herself were dried- 
up wells where there had never been any water. De- 
termined to go astray no longer, she desired to go straight 
to Christ. It was then she redoubled those ' prayers and 
supplications' of which Froment speaks, and read the 
Holy Scriptures with eagerness. At last she understood 
that divine Word which spake : ' Daughter, thy sins are 
forgiven thee.' Oh, wonderful, she is saved I This sal- 
vation did not puff her up : she discovered that ' the grace 
of God trickled slowly into her ;' but the least drop com- 
ing from the Holy Spirit seemed a well that never diied. 
Three days were thus spent : for the same space of time 
Paul remained in prayer at Damascus.'*' 

Madame Levet having read the Gospel again and iagain 
desired to see the man who had first led her to know it. 
She sent for him. Froment crossed the Rhone, for she 
lived at the foot of the bridge, on the side of St. Gervais. 
He entered, and when she saw him Claudine rose in emo- 
tion, approached him, and' being unable to speak burst 
into tears. ^Her tears,' says the evangelist, ^fell on the 
floor,' she had no other language. When she recovered, 
Madame Levet courteously begged Froment to sit down, 
and told him how God had opened to her the door of 
heaven. At the same time she showed hei*self deter- 
mined to profess without fear before men the faith that 
caused her happiness. ^Ah!' she said, 'can I ever thank 
God sufficiently for having enlightened me?' Froment 
had come to strengthen this lady and he was himself 
strengthened. He was in great admiration at 'hearing 
her speak as she did.'f A conversion so spiritual and so 
serious must needs have a great signification for the Re- 
formation of Geneva, and as Calvin says in other pirpupa- 

* Froment, Qes^es^ p. 16 ; Ga^itie^ MS), 
t Ffpment, Gentet, p, Jg, 
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BtaDces where also only one woman seems to have been 
converted : ^From this tiny shoot an excellent oharcb was 
to spring,'* 



CHAPTER XI. 

FOBMATIOK OF THB CHUBCH. FBIENDS AND OPPONENTS, 
(MiDDLB TO TBS EnD 07 DeC. 1532.) 

While the Gospel was thus manifesting its power in 
Geneva, the bishop persisted in his inflexible hostility. 
The Genevan magistrates still felt great regard for him. 
On the Idth December 1532 the council sent a deputation 
to him to obtain his consent to a tax which was deemed 
to be necessary; the Sieur de Chapeaurouge, the ex- 
captain-general Philippe, and others appeared respectfiil- 
ly before hira. Love of order and the obedience due to 
established authority wer^ characteristics of the Genevese 
statesmen, and vexed as they were at the abuses which 
had their source in the power of the bishop, they could not 
take upon themselves to do anything without his consent. 
The bishop, flattered with these attentions, made- the depu- 
tation very welcome for a couple of days, but on the third 
all his bad humor returned. When the ambassadors 
appeared before him again he said hastily : M will grant 
you nothing, not a single crown, and I will compel my 
lords of Geneva to ask my pardon on their bended knees.' 
On the 26th December the deputation reported this lan- 
guage to the council, who were annoyed at it ; and while 
the bishop was sending these messages to Geneva which 

♦ Calvin on lij^m, Acts xvi. 14. 
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did not advance the cause of popery, the Reformation, on 
the contrary, was endeavoring in every way to enlighten 
men's minds aad win their hearts.* 

Froment being in communication with Farel and the 
reformed of Switzerland, received from them Testaments, 
tracts, and controversial works, which his friends and he 
distributed all over the city, where they were read with 
eagerness. Every day more persons were won over to 
the evangelical faith. They were of all conditions of life. 
A certain tradesman, named 6u6rin, a cap-maker, listened 
while working in his shop to all that was said around him, 
and thought seriously of religion and of the abuses of 
popery. One day he determined to visit the Croix 
d'Or, and the words he heard there touched his heart and 
enlightened his mind. Being sensible, intelligent, modest, 
and of decided character, he gave himself up with all his 
heart to God's cause, and ere long became Froment's 
helper. There were also persons of all ages among the 
converts. Claude Bernard had a daughter between seven 
and eight years old whom he early introduced to the 
knowledge of scripture. The child's precocious under- 
standing was struck with ceitain simple and clear pas- 
sages which condemned the popular superstitions ; and 
the little controversialist (we are told) confounded the 
ignorant priests. " Unable to answer her they spread a 
report that she was possessed of the devil. A Frenchman 
of distinction, passing through Geneva, wished to see her, 
and was charmed with her in&ntile graces and piety. 

It was soon apparent that there was something more 
than a new doctrine : a moral reformation accompanied 
the revival of faith. In the days of her bigoted Catholi- 
cism Claudine Levet had been very fond of dress ; her 
conscience now reproached her with having been unrea- 
sonable in her love of costly attire, and more eager to 
ornament the body than to adorn the soul. One day she 

* Council Registt ^, 13 and 26 Dec. ; Gautier MS. 
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shut herself up in that room where she had heard the call 
of God, stiipped off (says Froment) ' all superfluous 
bravery {bravcte)j laid aside those ornaments and trap- 
pings which had only served to show her off in a vain- 
glorious way, as a peacock spreads his tail,' and from 
that time she wore a plain and becoming dress. Having 
sold her beautiful robes and other belongings, she gave 
the money to the poor, particularly to the evangelicals of 
France, who having been banished from their homes on 
account of truth had come to Geneva. All her life she 
loved to receive refugees in her house. ' Verily,' they 
said of her, ^ verily, she follows the example of Tabitha 
who was called Dorcas (Acts is.), and deserves to be 
kept in perpetual remembrance.' 

Claudine did more than this : she spoke frankly and 
meekly of the precious truth she had received, and ^ scat- 
tered it wherever ehe happened to be in the city.' The 
priests alarmed at such an astonishing transformaticm 
endeavored to bring her back to the practices of the 
church ; but Claudine ' showed them tenderly by scrip- 
ture what was necessary' (namely, faith ani charity). 
All in the city were surprised to hear her talk as she did.* 

The news of her conversion made a great sensation, 
particularly among the Genevese ladies. One day, when 
the most worldly of them had met together, they talked 
of nothing but Madame Levet and her estrangement from 
the mass and from amusements. They were Pemette 
Balthasarde, wife of a councillor ; the wife of Baudichon 
de la Maison Neuve ; the wife of Claude Pastor, Jeanne 
Marie de Femex, and many other rich and honorable 
ladies.f ^AlasT they said, ^how is it that she has 
changed in so short a time ?' They had loved her, and 
all the more regretted that she was lost. , . .They vented 
their anger on Froment. ' She has heard that creature,' 

* Froment Gcstes, p. 18, 
t Ibid. 
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they said, *and been bewitched by him.' These ladies 
resolved that they would see her no more.* 

Claudine did not despair, of her-fi-iends. She con- 
tinued to live for God, and all might see that a holy life, 
full of good works, proceeded from her faith. The Ge- 
nevan ladies, although ' unwilling to visit her, watched 
her ; and observing * that she persevered in well-doi<»g, 
and was still a constant pattern of holy living,' they drew 
near her. They were curious to know the cause of this 
singular change, and began to speak to her when they 
met her, some even going to see her. Claudine received 
them affectionately, spoke to them about that which filled 
her heart — this was what her friends desired — ^present^d 
them with the New Testament, and begged them to read 
it and to love the Saviour. Several of 'these ladies were 
converted, especially those whom we have named. Clau* 
dine, who was their * exemplar of life and charity,' pressed 
them to adopt a christian conduct. ^ Put aside your great 
display,' she said to them, 'attire yourself simply and 
without supei'fluity, and give your minds to great chari- 
ties. Faith holds the first place, but after that come good 
works.' From that time indeed these women showed 
great compassion for the wretched. The fame of their 
good deeds spread abroad, and the Gospel was honored 
by them. It seemed admitted that no one could be a 
Christian unless he had some poor persecuted foreigner in 
his house,^ Such was the Christianity of Geneva at the 
moment when it was beginning to appear, and such it 
remained for two centuries. 

Aim6 Levet, who was at first strongly opposed to Fro- 
ment and the Gospel, gradually softened down. The 
holiness and charity of his wife made him appreciate the 
Word of God: *thus Claudine won her husband to the 



* Froment, GcstcSf p. 17. 

t Froment, G^stcs, pp. 16-18 ; Roset, Chron. liv. x. oh. iL 
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Lord.* From that time she liad more liberty, and the 
meetings at the Croix d'Or being insufficient, little assem- 
blies were held at her house or at others. When there 
was no evangelist present capable of explaining the Bible, 
they begged this pious christian woman to do it, saying : 
* No one has received from the Lord greater gifts than 
you.' Claudine would then read the scripture, and set 
forth with simplicity the truths and graces she had found 
therein. The reformers remembered the precept of St 
Paul, Let your xoomen keep silence in the churches ; but 
they added, ' This must be understood of the ordinary 
charge, for a case may happen when it will be necessary 
for a woman to speak in public'f Ere long the modest 
Gu^rin, who studied his Bible day and night, and other 
ohristians likewise, took an active part in the work of 
evangelizatioQ. 

The church was forming. At first there were a few 
souls awakened separately here and there in Geneva ; now 
with the element of individuality, which is the first, was 
combined the element of communion, which is not less 
necessary, for Christianity is a leaven that leaveneth the 
whole lump. Those who had begun to believe assembled 
to advance together in faith. Doubtless it was not yet a 
church in its complete state, with all its institutions. Be- 
lievers, even without forming a church, may act upon one 
another, pray in common, and celebrate the Lord's Sup- 
per together ; things ordinarily begin in this way. This 
state of transition, the lawfulness of which must be 
acknowledged, proves that the ecclesiastical organization, 
with its ministers, elders, deacons, presbyteries, and 
synods, has not the first place in Christianity, and that the 
pre-eminence belongs to faith and christian sanctification. 
This imperfect mode of existence is insufficient: it has 
many deficiencies, and is exposed to many dangers. The 

• Froment, Gestci, p. 17. 
t Cftlvin, 1 Cor. xiv. 84. 
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church should be formed. Somewhat later, under Calvin, 
it attained indeed its complete form in Geneva. It would 
be foolish to deny man the right of being at first a child ; 
but it would be no less so to refuse him the right and duty 
of becoming a man. 

Just at this time the evangelicals received an unex- 
pected help. A Franciscan coming from abroad began to 
preach the Advent sermons in the Rive church, and this 
monk, Christopher Bocquet by name, happened to have 
some inclination for the Gospel. Being invited to preach 
in a city where two parties were at war, he abstained 
from both superstitions and abuse — ^frequent themes with 
many catholic preachers — ^but at the same time he ab- 
stained from certain distinctive doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion which he did not quite understand, and keeping to a 
certain common ground of Christianity, he deliverer! 
* moderate' sermons.* Dressed in his brown frock, and 
with the cord round his waist, and humbly bending his 
head, he entered the Cordeliers' church, went up into the 
pulpit, and contemplating the mixed crowd before him, 
proclaimed to all a Saviour who had come not in magnifi- 
cent array, but in gracious love, and called upon every 
heart to rejoice at his sight. The evangelicals were edi- 
fied, and the number of persons frequenting the church 
increased every day. But Friar Christopher 'had hardly 
finished his sermon,' when the huguenots hurried away to 
Froment's meeting-place, where the trumpet gave no un- 
certain sound. They were not the only persons who went 
thither. Many catholics having heard the reformers say 
that the monk and the schoolmaster preached fundament- 
ally the same things, followed the crowd going to the 
Croix d'Or, and some of them took a liking for what they 
heard. 
Thus the people were more and more enlightened. The 



* 'Modcratas ad po^ alum conciones habebat.^— -Spanheim, Geneva 
restit. p. 48. 



830 THB BXrO;9HATION m SUBOPE. ;BOQK T. 

evangelicalfl met sometimes at one hpuse, sometimes at 
another ; they read and ducussed the Uttie tracts that 
were sent themt but above all applied themselves to Holy 
Scripture. It was there only that these simple christians 
were willing to seek the light which their consciences 
needed. 'Let us specially study the sacred writings,' 
they said, 4n order that we may distinguish in religion 
what comes from God, from that which men have added 
to it.'* The Genevans retired from these meetings 
strengthened and full of joy, and their love for the Word 
of God continued to increase. 

If the Reformation met with faithful adherents in Ge- 
neva, it also encountered resolute adversaries. The 
astonished and bewildered priests seemed to sleep. Con- 
tenting themselves with a war of trifles, they made no 
active and combined opposition to the evangelical move- 
ment. It was the laity who uttered the cry of alarm. 
Angry at the inactivity of the clergy, they gave the signal 
of a 'holy war' destined in their opinion to expel the in- 
fidels fi'om their well-beloved Zion. Thomas Moinef was 
at their bead — ^a decided, impetuous man, a fluent speaker, 
and one who had attained great consideration in the Rom- 
ish party; he complained that they had permitted the 
enemy to establish himself little by little in the ancient 
episcopal city. He said that it was time to wake up, and 
reproached the Genevese ecclesiastics for their cowardice. 
Moine did not speak in vain. 

The vicar of La Madeleine touched by his words, deter- 
mined to exalt the honor of his church and corporation, and 
gave notice that he would preach against the heretical 
schoolmaster and the foreign preacher. The large area was 
soon filled with fervent catholics, among whom were some 



* MS, erroneously ascribed to Bouivard m Berne libraiy, Hi«^ 
Helv. V. 12. 

t He signed his name Mohennos^ 'which was pronoiinoed Moine^- 
the spelling of the public registers. 
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of the reformed, in particnlar Chautemps, Glande Bernard, 
Salomon, and Perrin. The vicar praised the catholic 
apostolic Roman Church, extolled its head, who was (he 
said) l^e. representative of God, and defended its worship 
and institutions. Then having praised the fold, he des- 
(nribed the * w6lves' that prowled around it to devour the 
sheep. He accused Froment of ignorance and falsehood, 
and conjured his hearers not to throw themselves into the 
paws of wild beasts, thieves, and robbers.. ... 

On leaving tbe church the four huguenots who had 
heard him met to inquire what was to be dbiie. These 
men who at the first moment had, like the others, given 
60 bad a reception to the schoolmaster, had been touched 
(three of them at least) hj the simple preaching of the 
Gospel. The Bible, as we have seen, had become their 
court of appeal, which grieved the priests, who dared tiot 
deny the divinity of the book, but as they had never 
studied it, were much embarrassed to find the proof ^f 
their dogmas in it. After some deliberation Chautemps 
and his friends Waited upon the vicar. * Froment,' they 
said, 4s a good and learned man; you say that he hiis 
lied ; prove it by Scripture ?' The vicar having consented, 
the huguenots demanded that the discussion should take 
place in public, so that all might profit by it ; but the 
priest desired it to be held at the parsonage. The cham- 
pions of the Reformation gave way, and arrangements 
were made for the disputation to take place on the last 
day of the year. The poor priest (Claude Pelliez by 
name) was greatly embarrassed : he retired to his room, 
took up the Vulgate, which he did not often open, and 
began to look for passages to oppose to the refonned doc- 
trines ; but lie searched in vain, he could find none. 

In the afternoon of the 31st December, St. Sylvester's 
day, Chautemps, Bernard, Perrin, and Salomon went to 
the parsonage of the Madeleine, wearing their swords as 
was customary. Some priests whom the curate had in- 
vited were already there, but they had to i^ait for the 
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champion of Romanism who had not yet been able to find 
a single text. The four huguenots took off their belts, 
threw their swords on the bed, and sitting round the 
table with the priests, began to talk familiarly together. 
At last the vicar, who had had some trouble to tear him- 
self away from his folios, in which he still hoped to find 
something, appeared with a bulky volume under his arm. 
The huguenots rose as he entered ; beneath the table at 
which they were sitting stood some wine-bottles which 
they and the priests had, emptied while waiting for him, 
and which Perrin had paid for. The conference now be- 
gan. The vicar opened his big volume, in which some 
strips of paper indicated the places he thought favorable 
to him, and read a long extract opposed to Froment's 
doctrine. * What book is that,' asked Perrin; 'it is not a 
Bible.' The huguenots added, 'You have not been able 
to find in the Bible one word with which to answer Fro- 
ment ;' and laughed at him. ' What is that you say,' re- 
torted the priest, reddening with anger ; 'it is the Posdllce 
perpetvxB in JBiblia of the illustrious Nicholas Lyra !' — 
*But you promised to refute Froment out of Scripture.' — 
*Lyra,' said the priest, 'is the most approved interpreter.' 
The huguenots were determined not to accept the com- 
mentaiies of man as if they were the very Word of God. 
The Bible incorruptible and infallible, before which all 
human systems must fall, was the only authority. 'Lyra 
is not a good doctor,' said JP^rrin. — 'Yes!' — 'No!' — 
'Yes!' — 'You do not keep your word.' Perrin had un- 
derstanding rather than real piety : he was a lamp, but it 
had no oil. Haughty, violent, and headstrong, he wanted 
everything to bend before him, and so did the vicar. 
The quarrel grew hot, and instead of discussing they 
abused each other. Then one of the churchmen having 
left the room stealthily, a band of priests suddenly en- 
tered with one De la Roche at their head, who carried a 
naked sword which he pointed in front of him. 'What!' 
said Claude Bernard, ' we came in good fiiith, we four 
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only, to your house to discuss ; we have drunk with your 

friends, we have thrown our swords on the bed and 

you traitorously send for an armed band of priests. It is 
a trap.' With these words the four citizens grasped their 
swords, made a way through their opponents, got out into 
the street, and held their ground, ready to defend them- 
selves. One of the priests ran to the belfry of the Made- 
leine and began to ring the tocsin.* Thus ended the first 
theological dispute in Geneva. 

It was about noon — a time favorable for a riot. On 
hearing the church bell the city was thrown into commo- 
tion, and everybody hurried to the spot. It was said that 
the huguenots desired to get possession of the building so 
that the schoolmaster might preach in it. Priests came 
forward with their adherents to defend the sanctuary; 
huguenots took up arms to protect their brethren hemmed 
in in front of the church. 'Alas I' said the friends of 
peace, 'the priests are ringing the tocsin, and thus exciting 
the citizens to kill one another.' The four huguenots, 
with drawn swords and their backs to the wall, prepared 
to give the churchmen a warm reception; while their 
friends, as they arrived, drew up by their side. The 
tumult was general. 'Let us close in to the church,' said 
the priests, who wished to surround it to prevent the evan- 
gelists from entering. Huguenots and catholics hastened 
from every quarter to the Madeleine. Terror seized the 
most timid. The poor ladies of St. Claire, who were at 
dinner, hearing the noise, rose from the table in alarm, 
and exclaiming, 'Alas! they have threatened to marry 
us ... . they are going to put their abominable plot into 
execution,' made a procession round their church and 
garden with gi*eat devotion and many tears.f 

Just at this lime the council broke up, and two of the 
syndics, Bamel and Savoie, who were going home, had 

* La ScBur J. de Jussie, Le Lcvain de Calv nisme, p. 49« 
t Ihid. 
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to pass through the middt of the riot. The two parties 
were on the point of coming to blows. The syndics ad- 
vanced, checked the combatants by interposing their 
official staves, and ordered them to lay down their arms, 
which was done. * There was neither violence nor blood- 
shed.'* 

But all was not ended. Some members of the chapter 
and several priests, hearing that a fight was going on at 
the Madeleine, had collected in the Rue des Ohanoines, 
where William Canal, incumbent of St. Germain's, ha- 
rangued them. The catholic faith is threatened, the 
throne of the pope is shaken, the great honor due to Mary 
is endangered .... We must fall upon those who impugn 
it, and free the city from their persons anA- their errors. 
Such was the sum of his discourse. 

The tumult being quieted i*ound the church,f the lieu- 
tenant of justice (Chateauneuf) had turned towards the 
Bue des Ohanoines, where he had been told that the 
priests were in commotion. Finding them determined to 
follow Canal sword in hand to the Madeleine, he com- 
manded them to stop. The priest of St. Germsdn's, un- 
willing to submit, to the ordere of a civil magistrate, 
rushed hastily towards the church. ChS^teauneuf laid his 
hand upon him, when the rebellious parson turned round 
and levelled his arquebuse at that officer ; but a friendly 
arm prevented his firing. Canal ran off, and the other 
priests dispersed.]; 

The council reassembled in the evening. Each opinion 
was represented in that body, which halted between two 
opinions. After a riot like that which had just occurred, 
it was necessary to take certain precautions, especially as 
the morrow was New Year's day, and at such times men's 

* Council Eegisters, ad diem, 

t * Ab inyasione per eos coepta.^ — Oonnoil Registers of 81 Decem- 
ber 1582. 

t Roset, Chron. Yyv, ii. ch. iv. 
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minds are more easily excited. The council summoned 
the principal friends of the reform, and Froment also was 
invited, although the Registers make no mention of his 
presence. 'We exhort you,' said the syndics, 'to make 
Anthony Froment cease from disputing and preaching, 
as well as the others who teach in private houses ; and 
we conjure you to live as your fathers did.' No one 
would make any promise ; on the contrary, the reformed 
withdrew, saying, ' We will hear the Word of God 
wherever we can : nobody has a riglit to hide it.' Then 
turning to Froment, they begged him not to be silent 
under such prohibition.* 'We are constrained,' they 
said, ' to hear the schoolmaster and his friends, because 
the decree of the council ordering the Word of God to 
be preached in every parish has not been observed.' The 
rtformed, while desiring before all things to obey God, 
put themselves in the right : they appealed to lawful 
ordinances, and this was the ground which they intended 
keeping. 

The council, acknowledging that this position of the 
evangelicals was impregnable, sent for the Abbot of Bon- 
mont, the vicar-episcopal, and begged him to detain at 
Geneva the cordelier who had preached the Advent so 
well, and to press the Dominicans also to provide a 
preacher calculated to edify their congregation. They 
required further that there should be true preachers of 
the Word of God in every parish. The vicar-episcopal, 
being a peaceful man, promised everything, even to pun- 
ishing Canal the priest. 

The tumult was appeased, but* great agitation still 
reigned in men's minds. Some saw that the storm was 
over, others that it might easily break out again. As it 
was St. Sylvester's eve, there were numerous meetings 
throughout the city, catholics and huguenots being equal- 
ly excited, and both waiting anxiously for the morrow.f 

* Berne MS. ascribed to Bonivard. 

t Goancil Registers, Boeet, Ckron. Hv. ii. ch. iv. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

THE 8EBM0N AT THE MOLABD. 
(New Yeae's Day, 1533.) 

Fob nearly twenty years liberty had been clearing the 
ground on which the Gospel was to raise its temple. For 
nearly eight years a few pious voices had spoken of the 
doctrine of salvation in private conversations and meet- 
ings ; T^ut the Reformation had not yet been preached in 
the face of the people. The hour that was to make it a 
public and notorious thing was about to strike ; the world 
was about to witness the birth of the principles of that 
morftl power which for two centuries, whatever may have 
been the meanness of its origin, has influenced the desti- 
nies of Christendom ; which, fanning the flame, that is to 
say, inspiring the friends of the Reformation with heaven- 
ly courage, has waged heroic battles against the Jesuits^ 
and the inquisition, and presei^ved the Gospel and liberty 
from dangerous assaults. Geneva was about to hear the 
voice of a protestant. 

The last night of the year 1532 had passed away, 
and first of 1533 was beginning. In every house relations 
and fri&ds were greeting the new year, which the re- 
formed hoped would be better than all that had gone 
before. The family ^congratulations being over, they 
went to church. Bocquet was again preaching at the 
Gray Friar's monastery, where many evangelicals at- 
tended ; but the monk had hardly finished, when numbers 
of his hearers quitted the chapel .and hurried eagerly 
along the Ruo de Rive to the Croix d'Or. There were 
many curious persons among them, who, knowing that 
tho^council had prohibited Froment's preaching, were all 
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the nxore desirous of hearing him. In a moment the hall 
was filled, then the stairs and passage .... and at last the 
street in front of the house. Froment arrived with a few 
friends, and seeing the crowd, observed : * The streets 
are so full, that it is quite a crush.' He tried however 
to make his way through the mass, and his friends assisted 
him ; but do what he would, all his exertions were in- 
effectual. 

Was all this unforseen, or was it premeditated by some 
of the huguenots ? Were these energetic men determined 
at last to bring the evangelist from his narrow school- 
room and force him to preach in public ? Is there not 
some truth in Sister Jeanne's statement that on the eve- 
ning before, they had desired to make him preach in the 
large area of the Madeleine ? And may we not believe, 
that as they did not succeed then, they now desired to 
compensate themselves by taking a still larger space and 
making the reformer preach in the open air ? These sup- 
positions appear probable, but there is no decided evi- 
dence in their favor. At all events, the crowd recognized 
Froment, and saw that he could not reach the usual place 
of his ministrations. Those who were in the street per- 
ceived that if the evangelist succeeded in entering the 
Croix d'Or, they would be left outside, which was not 
agreeable to them. One man shouted out : ' To the Mo- 
lard,' and in a short time the cry became general : ' To 
the Molard, to the Molard.'* 

The Molard was situated in the most populous quarter 
of the city, near the lake and the Rhone. It was a large 
square, about 200 yards from the Croix d'Or. Froment 
hesitated, but the crowd, getting into motion, carried 
him along with them towards the south-west corner of 
the square, where the fish market is still held. The fish- 
women were there with their fresh wares displayed on 
their stalls. The huguenots, finding no other pulpit, took 

* Froment, GcsteSf p^ 22. 
VOL. Ill — 15 
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one of these stalls, and invited Froment to get on it. He 
was determined, like his master Farel, to preach the truth 
in every place. 

As soon as his head appeared above the others, the 
multitude that filled the square manifested their delight, 
and those around him shouted louder than ever: 'Preach 
to us, preach the Word of God to us.' Froment, who 
was moved, answered with a loud voice : * It is also the 
word that shall endure for ever.' The tumult was so 
great that the preacher could not make himself heard : 
' He made a sign to them with hiis hand to keep silence, 
and they were still.'* ' Pray to God with me,' he said, 
and then getting off the stall, he knelt upon the gi'ound. 
He was agitated : the tears flowed down his cheeks ;f a 
deep silence prevailed in that square which was so often 
in those days the scene of tumultuous movements. Some 
knelt, others remained standing ; all heads were uncov- 
ered, and even those who were strangers to the Gospel ap- 
peared thoughtful. Froment joined his hands, lifted his 
eyes to heaven, and speaking so distinctly that all could 
hear him, he said :t 

* Eternal God, father of all mercies, thou hast promised 
thy children to give them whatsoever they shall ask in 
faith, and wilt refuse them nothing that is reasonable and 
just ; and hast always heard the prayers of thy servants, 
who are oppressed in divers manners. Thou knowest 
now what is the need of this people better than they or I 
do. . . ^his need is principally to hear thy Word. It is 
true we have been ungrateful in not acknowledging thee 
as our only Father, and thine own Son Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent to die for us, in order to be our only 

* Froment, Gestes, p. 22. 
t Ibid. 

$ These jMirtiGiilars, tliie prayer, and the first sermon that followed 
it have been recorded by Froment himself in his GesCes de Geneve 
published by M. Iteyillod, pp. 22-42. 
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Saviour and intercessor. Bui, Lord, thou hast promised 
us that whensoever the poor sinner draws near thee, by 
reason of thy Son, born of the Virgin Mary, thou wilt 
hear him. We know and even are assured that thou de- 
sirest not the death and destruction of sinners, but that 
they should be converted and live. . . Thou desirest that 
they should not remain under the great tyranny of Anti- 
christ, and under the hand of the devil and his servants, 
who are continually fighting against thy holy Word and 
destroying thy work. . . . Our Father ! look down upon 
thy poor blind people, led by the blind, so that they both 
fall into the ditch, and can only be lifted out by thy mer- 
cy Lift them out by thy Holy Spirit, open their eyes, 

their ears', their understandings, their hearts, in order 
that, confessing their sins, they may look to the goodness 
of thy Son whom thou hast given to die for them. And 
since it hath pleased thee. Lord, to send me to them, give 
both them aiid me the infinite grace that by thy Holy 
Spirit they may receive what thou shalt put into the 
mouth of thy servant, who is unworthy to be the bearer 
of so great a messages But as it hath pleased thee to 
choose me from among the weak things of the world, 
give me strength and wisdom so that thy power may be 
manifested., .not only in this city but in all the world. 
How can thy servant stand in the presence of such a 
multitude of adversaries, unless thou art pleased to 
strengthen him ? Show, then, that thy power is greater 
than Satan's, and that thy strength is not like man's 
strength.' Froment concluded with the Lord's prayer. 
The people were touched : they had often heard the 
mechanical prayers of the priests, but not a prayer of the 
heart. They acknowledged that the reformers were cer- 
tainly not partisans, but christians who desired the salva- 
tion of all men. The evangelist rose and stood once more 
upon the stall, which was about to become the first pul- 
pit of the Reformation in Geneva. He had heard of the 
proceedings of the vicars of the Madeleine and St. Ger- 
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Biain'Sy and uras moved by the furious opposition of the 
priests to the preaching of the Gospel. He had their 
swords and arquebuses still before his eyes, and resolved 
to oppose them with the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. It was necessary to lead the Genevans 
away from the teachers who deceived them and direct 
them to Scripture ; it was necessary to break with the 
papacy. All eyes were fixed on him : they saw him take 
a book — ^it was the Gospel. He opened it at the sev^ith 
chapter of Matthew and read these words: Beware cf 
falae prophets^ which come to you in sheep's clothing^ hvt 
inwardly they are ravening wolves: by their fruits ye shall 
know them. Then fixing his eyes on his numerous aud- 
ience, IVoment began by expressing his faith in the mys- 
teries of God : * Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, very 
God and very Man, conceived of the Holy Ghost and 
bom of the Virgin Mary, knowing the things that were 
to happen, foresaw that false prophets would come, not 
with hideous faces, but with the most pleasing exterior 
in the world, under the color of holiness, and in ^ie^''s 
clothing^ so that the children of Qnfid might be deceived. 
For this cause he exhoi1;ed his disciples to be vnse as ser- 
pents and harmless as doves. Our God does not desire 
to have a foolish, giddy people, but a people endowed 
with great wisdom, who can distinguish between the 
doctrine of God and the doctrine of man. They who do 
not know it go astray, and are like swine which can not 
discern good things from bad, and swallow everything 

indiscriminately Ah I if the serpent, which is but a 

brute, is so wise in his generation, if he shuts his ears so 
as not to hear the voice of the charmer, if he casts off his 
old skin when the time for doing so has come, shall we 
not fear to follow the canningly-devised doctrines of men ? 
Shall we not cast off our old skin to put on a new one ? 
Yes, we must put off our old nature which is sin, Satan, 
idolatry, impurity, robbery, hypocrisy, pride, avarice, and 
false doctrine, and put on the new man which is Christ. 
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... It would be of no use to hear the Word of the Gos- 
pel if we did not change our wicked intentions, and to 
distinguish the false teachers if we did not avoid them. 
What ! if we recognized venomous beasts should we live 
among them ? If we saw a dish of poison should we not 
beware of eating it ? 

^ But Christ desires us further to be harmless as doves. 
Not with the simplicity of monastic hypocrisy or bigotry, 
but with simplicity of heart, without gall, lovely as that 
of doves. . . .If we walk in such simplicity we shall over- 
come all our enemies, as Jesus Christ overcame his ene- 
mies by his meekness .... Let us not begin fighting, kill- 
ing, and burning as tyrants do. The child of God has 
no other sword of defence than the Word of God ; but 
that is a two:edged sword, piercing even to the marrow.' 

Everybody understood Froment's allusion, and many, 
as they thought of the riot of the evening before, looked 
and smiled at each other. But while these words, deliv- 
ered with energy, were stirring the crowd assembled in 
the Molard, there was still greater agitation in the rest 
of the city. The priests were irritated ; they had tried to 
shut Froment's school-room, and now he was preaching 
in the great square. They went from one to another and 
excited the laity. 'The Lutherans,' they said, 'have 
taken their idol to the Molard to make hira preach there.' 
The vicar-episcopal being instracted by them, apprised 
the syndics, who sent for the chief usher (grand savtier) 
Falquet, and ordered him to stop the preaching. That 
officer immediately went down to the Molar^, the ser- 
geants cleared a way through the crowd, and going up 
to Fronient, who was then speaking with great boldness, 
he stretched out his staff towards him and said, ' In the 
name of my lords I command you to cease preaching.' 

Froment stopped, and turning to the chief usher 
answered him in a loud voice, ' We otcght to obey God 
rather than man, God commands me to preach His 
Word, you forbid it ; I am therefore not bound to obey 
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you.' The presence of tbe public force caused, however, 
some little sensation in tbe audience. The evangelist 
noticing it turned to tbe people and said, *• Do not be 
disturbed, my friends, but listen to what our Lord says 
— ^that we must beware of false prophets.' Silence was 
restored, everyone became calm, and Palquet, finding the 
evangelist was determined to preach, thought it the saf« 
est plan to refer to his masters, and withdrew with his 
officers. Froment then continued his discourse : * In or- 
der to be on our guard against false prophets, we must 
know what they are, what is their doctrine and life, and 
with what they are clothed. When they have been de- 
scribed to yon in their natural colors, you will avoid their 
teaching and their life as more deadly than the plague. 
The plagues with which God has visited you heretofore* 
only touched you outwardly ; but this, more venomous 
than all the other poisons of the earth, infects the soul, 
kills it, and casts it into perdition. With this plague we 
and our fathers have been infected for nearly a thousand 
years. Not that it came upon us suddenly, and in villan- 
ous and deformed appearance ; no, it came gradually, 
under the color of holiness and in sheep's clothing, these 
ravening wolves having even some good intentions. But 
although Jesus Christ had warned us of their coming, 
and had pointed them out to us, we have been blinded 
and led by the nose to the ditch of deceit like cattle to 

water The son of perdition, who sitting in the temple 

of God is worshiped as God — ^hira you worship and 
keep his commandments. Oh ! what a line master you 
serve, and what prophets you have ! Do you know them? 
Not to keep you in suspense I declare openly that I am 
speaking of the pope, and that the false prophets of whom 
I bid you beware are the priests, monks, and all the rest 
of his train. 

* But some of you, who yourselves belong to that band, 

* The plague was then pretty frequent at Geneva. 
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will say : " It is you that are the felse prophets I Our law 
is old, and yours is but of yesterday, and brings confusion 
among the people of every country. While our friends 
reigned, we enjoyed so much good, so many happy years, 
that it was quite marvelous ; but since you have come to 
preach this new law there have been wars, Amines, pesti- 
lences, divisions, strifes, and ill-will. Certainly you are 
not from God." 

^ Well, let us examine this statement ; let us find out 
who are these false prophets — we or your priests ? .... In 
order to discriminate in such a matter the two parties 
ought to have a competent judge, who is no acceptor of 
persons, and that the parties should not be judges in their 
awn cause. For if, in civil causes, we need good judges, 
good pleadings, good witnesses, good reasons, and let- 
ters patent, how much more so in the things of God ! . . . . 
We shall take, therefore, a competent judge, and shall 
produce witnesses, documents, and ancient customs for 
the defence of our right.' 

Curiosity was excited ; the hearers asked each other 
what was the judge's name. Hitherto the pope had been 
appealed to as sole judge of controversies : who wasFro- 
ment going to put in his place ? 

' In the first place,' he continued, ' the judge shall be — 
God. Yes, God who judges with righteous judgment, 
not regarding either rich or poor, wise or foolish, and who 
gives right to whom it belongs ; — the judge shall be His 
true Son Jesus Christ, attended by His good and lawful 
witnesses t)ie prophets and apostles ; and here,' said he, 
holding up the New Testament, and showing it to the 
people, ' here are the sealed letters, signed with the pre- 
cious blood of our Lord, and the cloud of martyrs who 
were put to death in order to bear this testimony. What 
read we there ? 

* Firstly, the Lord condemns the Pharisees as blind 
leaders. Now, do you not think that yours (the Romish 
priests) are condemned by him ? . . . . Those v/ho call them^ 
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selves saints throngh their own merits, the only saiDts of 
the church, and who wish, to lead you by their bulls, par* 
dons, anricular confessions, masses, and other tricks or 
manoeuvres which they have invented out of their own 
heads which the Pharisees never dared do. 

* Moreover, the Lord in St. Matthew bears this testi- 
mony : There shall arise false prophets in the latter days 
who will say unto you, Lo, here is Christ or there f* Do 
they not tell you that Christ is there. . . .in the inner part 
of the holy house, hidden in the farthest place, in a vessel f 
Do not believe them. The true Christ is he who hath 
ransomed us with his blood. Seek him by a real &itli at 
the right hand of the Father, and not in a house, in a cup- 
board, in the pyx as your new redeemers and high 

priests do. 

*• And what says Jesus Christ to-day for the fuller iden- 
tification of the false prophets ? He not only says that 
they come in sheep's clothing, but that they walk in long 
robes, devour widows* houses, and for a show make Icmg 
prayers.j The Lord does not forbid wearing long robes 
for the necessities of the body, but the hypocritical super- 
stitions connected with them, the wearers esteeming them- 
selves holier than the laity, by being dressed, shaven, and 
shorn differently from us ... . Yes, by such means they 
have devoured widows ; I do not mean to say that they 
eat women ; it is a manner of speaking, as we say of 
tyrants that they devour their people, and of lawyers that 
they devour their clients, that is to say, their substance ; 
and not that they eat men's flesh, as the cannibals do. 
They break their bones (to get at the marrow), says a 
prophet, and e-at the flesh of my people, as flesh within 
the caldron.X 

* Look now, O people, I pray you, and judge for your- 



* Matth. xxiv. 23. 

t Matth. xxiii. 14 ; Mark zii. 88 ; Luke xx. 4G. 

t Micah iii. 8. 
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selves. Tell us who are those who wear such clothing, 
such long robes, who devour vndows, making long prayers 
for show. . . .You know very well it is not us, for we are 
dressed like other people; but if your priests were to 
dress like us they would be apostate and excommunicate. 

* Nay more, we do not lead poor people to understand 
that they ought to bring us a portion of their goods, and 
that then we will save them ; that praying for them and 
the dead, we will bring them out of purgatory .... But 
your priests do so, and under such pretexts they have 
dragged into their paws almost all the riches of the earth ; 
and not a word must be said about it. . . .for whosoever 
speaks of it will suddenly be put to death, or be excom- 
municated, or called heretic and Lutheran. 

' Ah ^ Jesus Christ, St. Paul, and the other apostles 
paint them so truly to the life that there is no one so blind 
or stupid as not to recognize them easily, except those 
who are afi-aid of losing their soup-tickets. The Holy 
Scriptures call them wells without water, anti-christs, 
despisers of the Lord, and say that they give heed to doc- 
trines of demlSj forbidding to maiTy, and commanding to 
abstain from meats which God hath created to be received 
with tharikfvlness of them which believe.'^* 

While Froment was thus haranguing the people in the 
Molard, the magistrates assembled in the hotel-de-ville 
learnt from the chief usher that the sermon was still going 
on. The syndics were exasperated. The canons and 
priests argued that as the civil power was helpless, they 
ought to take the matter into their own hands, and, grasp- 
ing their arms, prepared to descend. At the same time, 
the council being resolved to make an example, ordered 
the preachers to be apprehended wherever they were 
found; and consequently the lieutenant of police, the 
procurator-fiscal, with sergeants, soldiers, and priests, 
marched in a large body to the Molard, angry and indig* 

♦ 1 Timothy iv. 1-3. 
15* 
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nant at the evangelist's boldness, and determined to throw 
him into prison. If Farel had been placed beyond their 
reach, Froment at least should not escape. While this 
excited band w<as descending the Peron with deadly 
intentions, Froment, who either had no suspicion, or did 
not care about it, was continuing his discourse to the 
people of Geneva. 

* There are many other passages of scripture,' he said, 
* which might be brought forward for a stronger proof; 
but these must suffice to put you in a position to judge 
whether we or your pastors are false prophets. There is 
none among you who does not know that we do not for- 
bid marnage or meats ; that we declare marriage holy, 
ordained from the beginning of the world to all such as 
have not the gift of continence, without any di«tinction 
of persons. But the pope does otherwise, and says that 
he who hath not a lawful wife may keep a concubine 
{Distinctio xxxiv. cap. xvi. Qui non habet uxorem, loco 
ilivs copcubinavi habere potest) ; for, he adds, I desire 
that they be holy. . . . Verily a wonderful holiness is that ! 
... .1 make you all judges. You have long known them 
better than I have. 

* As for meats, we leave every man free, as our Lord 
has done, exhorting the people to use them profitably, 
without excess or superfluity, giving thanks to God. . . . 
But these do the very opposite. Although Christ was 
sent by the Father to teach us the truth, they bring us 
lies, dreams, false doctrines, prohibition of marriages and 
of meats, and all sorts of nonsense, as if they were holy 
things.' 

At this moment a confused noise was heard. Claude 
Bernard, whose eyes and ears were on the watch, per- 
ceived a band of armed men entering the square. The 
lieutenant of the city, the procurator-fiscal, the soldiers 
and the armed priests, exasperated and impatient, were 
occupying the Molard. Bernard saw that resistance 
would be dangerous nnd useless ; besides the Ileform.a« 
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tion must not be established in Geneva hj violence, it 
must make its way by conviction. There was not a mo- 
ment to be lost ; every one knew what would be the fate 
of the evangelist if he were taken .... He must be saf ed. 
Bernard therefore sprang from his place and rushed ' in 
great excitement ' towards Froment, shouting to him at 
the top of his voice :* ' Here are all the priests in arms 
.... the procurator-fiscal and the lieutenant of the city 
are with them .... For the honor of God descend, get off 
the stall, and let us save your life ! . . . .Make your escape !' 
Froment would not come down : they entreated him in 
vain ; his heart burnt within him, for he perceived that 
his discourse was stirring their souls. . . .How coutd he 
forsake his work at such a decisive moment ? But the 
priests and arquebusiers were coming nearer ; some of 
the huguenots were already grasping their swords and 
preparing to resist the sacerdotal gang. There would 
have been bloodshed and death. 'Pray, for God's 
honor, let us avoid the filling of blood,' exclaimed Ber- 
nard. Froment C/Ould not resist these words. Some of 
his friends caught hold of him, lifted him off the stall and 
dragged him away. They took him through a narrow 
private passage, and by this means reached Jean Chau- 
temps' house. The door opened and the evangelist was put 
into a secret hiding-place. The priests and soldiers vain- 
ly endeavored to reach him; the mass of hearers was 
between them and him. The lieutenant ordered the peo- 
ple ' under heavy penalties ' to retire ; and when the 
preacher was in safety, the assembly dispersed. The 
magistrates and priests returned angry and disappointed 
to report this second &ilure to the syndics. The Word 
had not been sown in vain ; many of the hearers found 
that they had received a glorious new year's gift. Such 
was the first day of the year 1633 at Geneva. 
All the priests and their followers had not returned to 

* *Anhelo pnlroone, in effiiBissimam vocei^i la^atp.'—Spanhcim, 
Geneva restit, p. 69. 
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tbe hoteWe-ville. Froment had disappeared, but he 
conld not be far off. Some of them prowled about the 
adjacent streets, trying to discover the reformer's hiding 
place. At last one of them found it out. Chautemps 
was known to be a decided evangelist, and they called to 
mind that Olivetan had lived in his house. Several 
catholics stationed themselves under his windows, and 
when the night came, they began to make an uproar. 
This alarmed Froment's friends ; and going to his hiding 
place they told him that *he must move to the house of 
another citizen.' They went out by a back-door, and, 
owing to the darkness, he was conducted without being 
recognized to the house of the energetic Perrin, who was 
more dreaded than the honest Chautemps. Ere long, 
however, the priests and their adherents followed him 
there: 'Ami Perrin,' they shouted, 'we, will pull down 
your house and burn you in it if you do not send the 
Lutheran away.' Perrin made use of stratagem : going 
out to the riotous catholics, he said : ' We have liberty to 
keep an honest servant in our houses without impediment 
from anybody.' He then said to Froment: 'You are my 
servant, I engage you as such, and you shall work for me.' 
At the same time a few of Perrin's friends, stanch hugue- 
nots, came up the street, presenting such a threatening 
front to the priests, that they were forced to retire. The 
syndics determined to convoke the great council on the 
morrow.* 

The circumstances were serious : the new doctrine had 
been preached publicly, and Froment's bold address had 
made an impression, especially on the huguenots. They 
had discovered that the surest means of guaranteeing 
their political emancipation was to establish a religious 
reformation. At the Molard, liberty and the Gosi>el had 
shaken hands. The catholics asked whether the pope's 

• Froment; GesUs, pp. 43, 44, La Soeup J. de Jossie, Le Lmain^ 

±Q.t P* 50. 
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sorereignty was about to &ll to the groand. The 
yarious parties grew warm, abused each other, and lively 
discussions took place between them. The politicians 
maintained that if the city was divided on such all-im- 
portant matters, their irrecomnleable enemy Savoy would 
plant his white cross on the walls he had coveted so long. 
Certain laymen, fill of confidence in their own ability, 
doubted whether strangers and madmen (follateurs) 
should be permitted to vent their nonsense everywhere? 
. . . .The priests spoke the loudest: they asked the Gene- 
vaas if they would forsake the faith of their ancestors ; 
if the catholic and apostolic religion, attacked, over- 
thrown, and annihilated, was to give place to a new doc- 
trine that would bring down the ruin of Geneva. The 
huguenots replied that if the religion announced by the 
reformers was not that of the pope, the schoolmen, the 
councils, and perhaps even of the Fathers, it was at least 
that of the apostles and Jesus Christ, and consequently 
was older than that of Rome. They represented that as 
the papal government was nothing else than despotism in 
the church, it could produce nothing but despotism in the 
state. The two parties became more distinct every day. 
The syndics and councilors, wishing to restore concord, 
went from one to another, trying to calm down the more 
violent ; but it was a very hard task. 

On the 2nd of January, when the council of Two Hun- 
dred met, the premier syndic proposed, ^that it should be 
forbidden to preach in private houses or in public places 
without the permission of the syndics or the vicar-episcopal 
— and that all who knew of preachers guilty of infringing 
this law should be bound to inform against them, under 
penalty of three stripes toUh the rope.^'*' At these words 
the huguenots exclaimed, 'We demand the Holy Scrip- 
tures ;' to which the friends of the priests replied, ' We 

* Counoil Registers, 2 Jan. 1583 ; Gautier MS. Roset MS. Qiron, 
liv. ii. ch. V. La Soear J. de Jassie, HirSsie de Genioef p. 50. 
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desire that sect to be utterly extirpated.' The council 
thought to restore harmony between everybody by carry- 
ing a resolution that Bocquet the gray fiiar should preach 
until, next Lent. 

The premier syndic, who was distressed at the strife 
and hatred by which the citizens were divided, proposed 
that ' all men, citizens, and inhabitants, should forgive one 
another.' The Genevans, who were prompt to anger, 
were equally prompt to reconciliation. ' Yes, yes,' they ex- 
claimed, as they lifted up their hands, 'We desire to love 
those who are of a contrary opinion.' "^ And soon bands 
of men might be seen parading the streets, in which per- 
sons of the most opposite opinions held one another 
affectionately by the arm.* 

Meantime Froment remained in Perrin's house and 
wove ribbons, ' otherwise he could not have stayed there,' 
as he informs us. Whilst seated in silence at the loom, 
passing the shuttle to and fro, he deliberated whether he 
should remain in hidhig or again openly proclaim the 
Grospel ? Having made up his mind to go from house to 
house to strengthen those who had believed, he went out 
and knocked at certain doors ; a few of his friends, armed 
with stout sticks, followed him at a distance, without his 
knowledge, to prevent his being insulted. One d^, how- 
ever, a vulgar woman abusing him roundly, Jean Favre, 
a violent huguenot, and his body-guard, went up and 
gave her 'a sound slap in the face.' Froment turned 
round, distressed at his fiiend's hastiness: 'It is not by 
violence,' said he, Hhat we shall gain friends, but by 
gentleness and friendship.' 

Another time Froment was crossing the Rhone bridge 
to go to Aim4 Levet's.f It was a holiday, and the priests 

* Council Begisters, 2 Jan. 1533 ; Gautier MS. Roset MS. Ckron, 
liv. ii. cb. T. La Soeur J. de Jussie, HSresie de Geneve, p. 50. 

t * In Leveti sedes, in ponte quo flumen Rh>dani trans'tar sitae, mi- 
grat.' — Spauheim, Geneva reslit,, p. 60. 
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at the head of a procession were advancing on one end of 
the bridge as Froment arrived at the other. They were 
carrying crosses and relics, mumbling prayers and invok- 
ing the saints : Sancte Petre^ chanted some ; Sancte Pavle^ 
chanted others. Froment being taken by surprise and 
embarrassed, determined to be moderate, and not to 
throw the saints into the river as Farel had done at Mont- 
beliard. He therefore stood still, but did not bow to the 
images. When they saw this, the priests left off chanting 
and began to shout : 'Fall on him ! . . . fall on the dog I . . . 
to the Rhone with him I' The devout women who fol- 
lowed them, breaking their ranks, rushed- upon the re- 
former ; one caught him by the arm, another by the dress, 
while a third pushed him from behind: 'To the Rhone 
with him,' they cried, and endeavored to throw him into 
the river. But his body-guard, consisting of John Hum- 
bert and some other huguenots, who were a little way of^ 
ran up and rescued Froment from the hands of these 
&ries. Upon this the women, priests, and sacristans, see- 
ing that the Lutherans had saved their idol^ shouted still 
louder than before. A tumultuous crowd filled the bridge. 
The huguenots, wishing to put Froment in a place of 
safety, hurriedly thrust him into Levet's house, which was 
situated at the comer of the bridge.* The populace, ex- 
cited by the clergy, instantly besieged the house : they 
flung stones at the windows, threw mud into the shop, 
and at last rushed in and scattered the drugs and bottles 
upon the floor. Levet was an apothecary — a profession 
much esteemed. The huguenots, having put Froment in 
safety in a secret chamber, went out and assisted by a few 
fliends drove the priests, women, and rioters from the 
bridge. 

At night Froment left his hiding-place and returned to 
Perrin's, where he assembled a few friends and told them 
that he thought it was his duty to leave the city on ac- 

* Froment, Gestes^ p. 4. 
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count of these * raging tempests.' Chatttemps, Perrm, 
Levet, and Gnerin were much distressed, but they con- 
fessed that the yiolence of his enemies rendered the 
evangelist's longer stay in Geneva useless. Claude Mag- 
nin offered to accompany him, and when the night came 
Froment bade his brethren fiirewell. Proceeding cau- 
tiously, he quitted the city, crossed the Pays de Vaud, 
and arrived at the village of Yvonand, where he rested 
from his Genevese battles. 

Froment was not one of those eminent men who play 
a part because of their great character, and whose in- 
fluence is continually on the increase. His ministry at 
Geneva during part of the winter 1532-33 was the heroic 
period of his life, after which he seldom appears but in 
the second or third rank: he was eclipsed by teachers 
who were superior to him. In the brie&ess of his 
ministry he resembles those heavenly bodies which at- 
tract all eyes for a few weeks, and then disappear ; but 
he resembles them also-by the influence which the people 
ascribe to their ephemeral passage. Froment's stay in 
Greneva shook the Romish traditions, secured the Holy 
Scriptures from oblivion, began to shed a few rays of light 
in the city, and laid the flrst foundation of the Church. 
Ere long the Word of God was carried thither in greater 
fulness by Farel and Calvin : the sun poured out all its 
light, and a solid majestic edifice was built on the founda> 
tions laid by the poor schoolmaster. 



i 
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CHAPTER Xm 

HOLY SCEIPTURB AND THE LORD's SUPPER AT GENEVA. 

(Jakuart and Fxbbuabt, 1588.) 

Fboment^b departure did but increase the love of the 
Gospel in serious minds. Deprived of what they consid- 
ered their right — ^hearing the Gospel preached — they 
suffered from the want, and were determined to free 
themselves from the spiritual destitution to which they 
were reduced by the clerical system. Others felt no less 
decided aspirations for liberty, and were unwittingly the 
instruments of a greater revolution than they had imag- 
ined. These Genevans felt, as if by inspiration, that at 
the beginning of the sixteenth century society was pass- 
ing through a crisis> and that a new phase was opening 
for mankind. They did more than observe it : they were 
personally the chief actors in the revolution that was 
about to be accomplished in the world. Leaving the 
barren nations in their lifeless stagnation, the men of this 
little city shouted ^Forward !' and rushed into the arena. 

Froment had hardly lefl Geneva before the partisans 
of the reformation raised their heads. The Romish church 
had on its side the bishop-prince, the clergy, the Friburg- 
ers, and even the majority of the council and people ; but 
if the friends of reform were in a minority as regards 
material force, they surpassed their adversaries in moral 
strength. The historian asserts that from this moment 
the two parties were nearly equal in power.* The grey 
friar Bocquet, who ' had managed with so much address,' 
says a manuscript, ' that both parties went to hear him 

* Rnolmt, ill. p. 186. 
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with equal eagerness,'* now, began to preach the christian 
truth more openly. The astonished priests were still more 
exasperated against the monk than they had been against 
the reformer, and solicited that he should be silenced. 

The hands of the clergy were ere long strengthened 
by a powerful ally. On February 23, six Friburg coun* 
cilors, stanch catholics, entered Geneva, the bearers of a 
threatening letter. ^ If you wish to become Lutherans,' 
said they to the council, * Friburg renounces your alli- 
ance.' The S3mdic3 answered to no purpose that they 
desired to live as their forefathers had done : the Fri^ 
burgers made a great disturbance about the grey friar's 
sermons, and the council decided, ^ for the love of peace^' 
that Bocquet should leave Geneva. 

The fiiends of the Gospel, seeing that even the Fran- 
ciscan was taken from them, did not lose heart. The 
Holy Scriptures remained : they read in their hotnes Le- 
fare's New Testament, and formed meetings at which 
the Word of God was explained. The assemblies * which 
took place in the houses here and there were multiplied,' 
and the number of believers increased every day.f They 
met ordinarily at the end of the Rue des AUemands, at 
the house of Baudichou de la Maisonneuve, who hence- 
forward became a most zealous protestant. Sprung from 
a'noble and powerful family in the republic, he had a de- 
cided character and some talent, and carried to extremes 
his convictions and bis desire to make them succeed. 
Individual life h^d prevailed during the feudal times ; in 
the sixteenth century the social element was growing 
stronger every day. There were, however, certain na- 
tures which still maintained their independent individual- 
ism, and Baudichon was one of them. Accordingly, so 
long as it was only a question of destroying the old order 

* Berne MS., ascribed to Bonivard, Hisf, helv. v. 12. 
t Froment, Gestcs^ p. 47. — * Domatim conyentns habtre.' — ^Tnrre* 
tini MS. 
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of thiogs, ho acquitted himself valiantly; but he was less 
usef al, when it was necessary to build up the new order. 
He seems, however, to have been aware of his own in- 
sufficiency. His arms were a house (maison)^ and above 
the crest an open hand with these words : Except the 
Lord build the house^ they labor in vain that build it. 

The Lord did build: assemblies were formed, and 
Baudichon's house became the ccUacombs (says an old 
author) in which the new christians held their humble 
meetings.* They arrived, saluted each other fraternally, 
sat down in a large room, and remained a few moments 
in silence. They knew that though they were many, 
they had all cue sole Mediator, present in the midst of 
them although unseen. Then one of them would read a 
portion of Scripture, another of the better informed ex- 
plained and applied it, and a third prayed The be- 
lievers departed edided from their meetings, * which were 
so different (they said) from the pope's mass.' 

Sometimes a great treat was granted them. Some 
evangelical foreigner passed through Geneva ; the news 
spread immediately to every family ; the place and time 
were named when he would preach, and the believers 
flocked thither from every quarter. ' What is his name?' 
they asked one day. * Peter Maneri.' * What is he ?' 
*A minister.' ' Where is he staying ?' ' At Claude Pasta's.' 
And Claude Pasta's rooms were filled immediately. 

These first evangelicals of Geneva were not content 
merely with being taught sound doctrine ; they knew 
that a cold knowledge of God can save no man, and that 
it is necessary to live with the Spirit of Christ, and as He 
lived. They had formed a fund among themselves, and 
Salomon was the treasurer. Every one brought his mite 
for the relief of the poor, whether Genevans or foreigners. 



* ' In DomoDOYani Baudicfaonihedibus, quse concionum ordinaria- 
rum crypta eranU' — Spanheim reslit, p. 68. 
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Thus these christians leanit at once to believe, to love^ 
and to give. \ 

Two kinds of protestantism were already beginning, 
however, to appear in Geneva, which have not ceased 
and perhaps never will cease to exist — ^an external and 
an internal protestantism. The pious and humble Gaerin 
had a servant who, full of admiration for his master's ser- 
mons, was also a great talker. One day, wishing to do 
the same as his master, he began to preach in the open 
street before a number of people. ' Why do you go to 
mass ?' he said : ' you are idolaters. . .Instead of worship, 
ing God, you adore a wafer!' The poor orator was 
taken up and compelled to leave the city in consequence 
of his sermon. Another day some huguenots entered a 
pastrycook's shop : it was a Saturday in Lent^ They 
asked for a plate of meat. 'Impossible,' said the master. 
* Not so much ceremony,' rudely returned the huguenots. 
The pastrycook ran off to inform against them, and they 
were condemned to pay a fine of sixty sous each, which 
occasioned some disturbance. * Lutherans, huguenots, 
heretics!' shouted one party; 'Pharisees, mamelukcs, 
papists 1' answered the other.* 

In the midst of these disturbances the most important 
work of the reformation was progressing at Geneva. The 
pious Olivetan was laboring night and day at the trans- 
lation of the Bible. He believed that nothing was more 
necessary for the church of his time, and in his gi'eat love 
for it, he determined to do all in his power to supply the 
want. 'O poor little church,' he said,' although thou art 
desolate, mis-shapen, and rejected, and countest for the 
most part in thy family the blind, the lame, the maimed, 
the deaf, the paralytic, orphans and strangers^ simple and 
foolish. , .why should we be ashamed to make thee such 
a royal present ? Do we not all need the consolation of 
Christ ? For whom does the Lord destine his Scripture, 

*^Coaiicil Registers, 4th and 26th March. FromeDt) Gestes,'^. 47. 
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if not for his little invincible band^ to whom, as the real 
leader of the war, he desires to impart courage and bold 
ness by his presence ?'* 

Nothing disturbed Olivetan so much as the sight of 
the charch of his day. The more he studied it, the more 
he was grieved by its misery and convinced of the ne- 
cessity of a total reformation, accomplished by the Word 
of God. Never perhaps had its condition caused so pro* 
found and keen a sorrow in any one. When he was alone 
in his room and seated at his table, these bitter recollec- 
tions would recur to him: * I love thee,' he exclaimed; 
* I have seen thee in the service of thy hard masters ; I 
have seen thee coming and going, worried and plagued ; 
I have seen thee ill-treated, ill-dressed, ilUused, ragged, 
muddy, torn, dishevelled, chilled, bruised, beaten, and 
disfigured. . . .1 have seen thee in such j>iteous -case, that 
men would sooner take thee for a poor slave than the 
daughter of the universal Ruler, and the beloved of his 
only Son. Listen,' added he, ' thy friend calls thee ; he 
endeavors to teach thee thy rights and to give thee the 
watch-word, that thou mayest attain to perfect freedom. 
. . . Stupified and bewildered by so many blows, bowed 
down by so many cares brought upon thee by thy rough 
masters, wilt thou persevere ? wilt thou go thy ways and 
complete the foul and grievous task with which they 
have burdened thee ?'t 

But Olivetan soon stopped in the midst of his work 
and asked himself whether ' the humble translator' (as he 
calls himself ) was capable of performing such a task. He 
looked upon himself as the meanest of believers, ^ as one 
of the smallest toes on the lowly feet of the body of the 
churoh.'J But his very humility induced him to increase 

* OtiTetan*s Bible, Dedication, 
tibid. 

t * Comme Tun des plus pctits orteils des hnmblcs pieds da corps 
de r^gli»€.'— Olivetan'a Bible, Apologie du (ranaUUcur, 



868 THB BEFOBICATION TST EITBOPB. BOOK T. 

in diligence. He procured tbe best copies of the Scrip- 
tures and compared, as be tells ns, ^ all the translations, 
ancdent and modem, from the Greek down to the Italian 
and German.' Above all, he made great use of the French 
translation by Lef%vre of Etaples, but rendered certain 
passages differently. He studied the various texts, the 
use of the Masoretic points, marks, consonants, aspirates, 
and unusual expressions. He deliberated whether he 
should preserve in French certain Greek terms, such as 
apostle and bishop^ or express them by the corresponding 
word in French. * If I preserve the Greek word,' he 
said, * the thing which it signifies will remain unknown, 
just as it has been to the present day.' He therefore 
translated the Greek word aposUe by the French word 
envoye (sent); instead of bishop he wrote surveiUarU (over- 
seer); and ancien^(elder) instead of priest. Then he added 
mischievously : ' And if any one is surprised at not find- 
ing certain words in my translation which the common 
people have continually on their lips, imagining they are 
in •Scripture, such as pope^ cardinaiy archbishop^ arch" 
deacon^ abboty prior^ monh^ he must know that I did not 
find them there, and for that reason I have not changed 
them.'* 

On the 13th March the printer De Vingle asked per- 
mission to print the Bible in French* The council was 
much divided, for the friends of the clergy opposed his 
prayer. On the one side they called out Scripture ! and on 
the other Church ! The syndics thought it their duty to 
steer a middle course, and.granted permission to reprint 
Lefevre's Bible without adding or retrenching a word. 
They were afraid of Olivetan's translation, and we shall 
see by and by where he was forced to get itprinted.f 

Another desire absorbed the evangelicals of Geneva 
about this time. When Guerin, Levet, Ghautemps, and 

* 01iyetan*8 Bible, Apdogit du translaieur. 
t Connoil RefnsteTB, Bellard, 1588. 
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others met together in some humble room, they expressed 
the happiness they should feel at assembling round the 
Lord's table to commemorate his death. They had long 
ceased to take part in the communion of the Romish 
Church, defiled as they thought it by wretched supersti- 
tions ; and desired earnestly to see the Lord's Supper re- 
established among them in its apostolic purity. The 
christians of Creneva asked for the Bible in the first place, 
and for the Sacrament in the second. That is in the 
regular course. The Word of God creates the chnstian : 
the Lord's Supper strengthens him. Christ first imparts 
to his disciples the knowledge of the truth, which he does 
by the ministry of the Word. Then he desires them to 
understand that he gives not only christian ideas to be- 
lievers, but that he gives himself, his own life — that he 
comes (in his own words) to abide in them.* This is the 
second phase of faith, and the Lord's Supper is its sign. 

The christjians of Geneva, enlightened by Scripture, de- 
sired the Holy Communion. But, said they, who will 
give it us ? They had no ministers. Had not Luthfer 
declared ten years before that in order to avoid iiTega- 
larity, the assembly, making use of its right, ought to 
elect one or more believers to exercise the charge of the 
Word, in the name of all ?f They turned their eyes On 
Guerin. Few of the reformed were so much esteemed as 
he was. Being an evangelical christian and not a political 
huguenot, he had ' an ardent love for his brethren,' and a 
zeal full of boldness to profess the Gospel. It required 
some courage to preside at the Lord's Supper in Geneva 
in the presence of the Romish mass. 'The flesh is always 
cowardly,' said a christian of Geneva, 'and pulls back- 
wards, like an aged ass ; and accordingly it needs the 
goad and spur as much as he does.' f Guerin possessed, 

♦ St. John XV. 4, 5. 

t *Wie man Eirchendiener wahlen tind einsetzen soil.* — Lath. 
Opp, lib. zviii. p. 483. 
t Calvin. 
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moreover, a cultivated understanding, and was learned in 
theology.* 

There remained one question: Where should the com- 
munion be held? — 'At Baudichon's,' answered one of 
them. 'No,' said the more prudent; 'not in the city for 
fear of the opposition of the priests, who are very irritated 
already.' Upon this Stephen d'Adda said, 'I have a little 
walled garden near the city gates, where nobody can dis- 
turb us.' The place was selected, the day named, and an 
hour fixed which would permit them to meet without dis- 
turbance. It was early in the morning, as it would ap. 
pear.f 

When th0 day arrived, many persons went, out of the 
city and quietly directed their steps towards D' Adda's 
garden, situated in a place called Pr6 I'EvSque, because 
the bishop had a house there. A table had been prepared 
in a room or in the open air. The believers as they ar- 
rived took their seats in silence on the rude benches, not 
without fear that the priests should get information of the 
furtive meeting. | Guerin sat down in front of the table. 
Just at the moment (we are told) when the cei'emony was 
about to begin, the sun rose and illumined with his first 
rays a scene more imposing in its simplicity than . the 
mountains capped with everlajstiiig snow, above whidli 
the star of day was beginning his course. The pious 
Guerin stood up, and afler a prayer he distributed the 
bread and wine^ and aU together praised the Lord. The 



♦ SpoD, Hist, de Geneve. 

t It seems clear from Froment^s narratire (p. 48) that the first 
commanion took place before the riots (p.51)« and therefore probably 
before the middle of March. Spon confirms Froment^s account (i. p, 
481). Ou the other hand Sister Jeanne de Jnssie pays that a sacra- 
ment was celebrated after the first riot, on Holy Saturday, April 10th 
(Ltf Levain du Calvinismey p. 61). The. only way of reconciling these 
two statements is to admit (as we hare done) two difiPerenteelebraUons 
(in March and April), and not one only. 

X * FurtiYo eonventu.* — Spanheim, Geneva rcatil. p. 45. • 
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communicants quitted D' Adda's garden ftdlof gratitude 
towards God. 

It was not long, however, before their peace was 
troubled. Their enemies could not contain themselves, 
and threatened nothing less than excommunication and 
imprisonment. There were disputes. The priests shrug- 
ged theit shoulders at the sight of those paltry assemblies. 
They said that the reformed, by busying themselves so 
much about Christ j deprived themselves of the Church; 
while Olivetan and Guerin maintained that the catholics, 
by speaking so much of the Churchy deprived themselves 
of Christ. The meeting of a few souls endowed with a 
lively faith, who came to glorify Jesus Christ, was (they 
believed) a truer church than the pope, cardinals, and all 
the pomps of the Vatican. The exasperated priests 
vented their anger especially on Guerin, and the danger 
which threatened him was so great, that he had to leave 
the city. Huriying quickly away, he took refuge at 
Tvonand with his fHend Froment, from whom he had re- 
ceived so much enlightenment.* 

Thus Farel, Froment, and Guerin were compelled, one 
after another, to quit Geneva ; but the catholicJs labored 
in "warn : ' the reformed met every day in houses or gar- 
dens to pray to God, to sing psalms and christian hymns, 
and to explain Holy Scripture. And tWfe people began to 
dispute with the priests, and to discuss with them pub- 
licly.' f 

Thus there were two winds blowing in different direc- 
tions at Geneva — one ftom the north, the other from the 
south. They could not fsal to come into violent collision 
and to engender a frightful tempest. 

* Froment, Gestes^ pp. 48-51. Gaatier MS. Spon, Hist, de Gc' 
nhve^ i. p. 481. 

i Viede Farel. Choupard MS. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 

FOBMATION OF A CATHOUC CONSFIBACr. 

(Lent, 1638.) 

Eyangelicai. zeal was thiB occasion of the persecution. 
Its enemies were angered ; they coald not understand the 
inappreciable life then fermenting among their people. If 
a meeting was suppressed in one house, it was held in an- 
other. ^They could not find any remedy against this.' 

One, however, offered itself. A dominican monk, an 
inquisitor of the Faith, had just arrived in Geneva. '^He 
is a great orator,' was the report in the city, 'a fervent 
catholic, just the opposite of Bocquet.' Hb had come to 
preach the Lent sermons in the grey-friar's stead, and 
everybody hoped he would repair the evil the other had 
done. * Deliver us from this heresy,' said the heads of the 
Dominicans to him. The monk, flattered by this cgpfi- 
dence and proud of his mission, prepared a fine discourse, 
and the next day or the next but one after Guerin's de- 
parture he went into the pulpit. St. Dominic's church 
was crowded, and a good many evangelicals, including 
Olivetan, were present. After a short introduction the 
monk began with loud voice and ardent zeal.to decry the 
Bible, to abuse the heretics,* and to exalt the pope. *He 
uttered without restraint all that came into his head.' *I 
will blacken them so,' he had said, ' that they shall never 
be washed clean.' 

Great was the excitement among the huguenots. *If 
any one of us is so bold, as to move his lips,' they said, 
*8uch a little liberty makes our master&i bawl out like 

* * Latlieranos prosciodentem.* — Turretini MS. 



CHAP. ZIT. OUYBTAir BAHISHSD FROM GKHSTA. 363 • 

madmen ; bat they are allowed to poor oat their poison 
and infect the world with it.' Olivetan, who was present 
daring the sermon, conld hardly contain himself bat as 
soon as it was ended, he got apon a bench, thinking it 
would be wrong of him not to make the trath known. 
^Master,' he said, *I desire to^ show 70a honestly from-. 
Scripture where you have erred in yoar discoarse.' These 
words created great astonishment. What! a layman 

presume to teach the Church The priests and some 

of their creatures surrounded Olivetan, abused him, 
pushed him off the bench, and would have beaten him. 
^ Whereupon up came Claude Bernard, Jean Chautemps, 
and others, who took their friend away from the monks 

and people who desired to kill him.' But he did not 

escape so easily : the council sentenced him to banishment, 
without hearing or appeal. Everyone regretted him: 
'He was a man,' they said, 'of such learning, godly life 
and conversation !' Olivetan was forced to leave. Ge- 
neva, suffering under a violent commotion, cast off the 
evangelists one after another, as the sea casts up the frag- 
ments of a wreck.* 

The clerical party was beginning to doubt whether 

these banishments were enough When Farel was 

expelled, Froment appeared; when Froment had got 
away, Guerin presided over a Lutheran sacrament ; when 
Guerin had been obliged to make his escape, Olivetan got 
upon a bench in the church and publicly contradicted an 
inquisitor ! He too was gone, but others would not £dl 

to come forward Canon Wemli, equerry De Pes- 

mes, the bold Thomas Moine, and other catholic chiefs, 
thought that an end should be put to this state of things. 
The reformed saw the danger that threatened them. Bau- 
dichon de la Maisonneuve consulted with his fiiend Claude 
Salomon. They argued that as Friburg desired to enslave 
their consciences, they ought to apply^o Berne to deliver * 

* Froment, Gestes^ p. 4&. — Gaatier MS. 
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them. Salomon wished to consult the Genevese oooocfl- 
ore favorable to the Reform. *No/ said Baudichon, 4et 
us ask nobody's opinion; let us do the business alone. 
Which of the council would join us? John Philippe, 
John LuUin, Michael Sept, Stephen of Chapeaurouge, 
Francis Favre, Claude Ro^et ? True, they are all friends 
of independence, but they have an official position. If we 
apply to them, we shall only compromise them. We are 
at liberty to expose our own lives, but not those of our 
friends. Let us. go to Berne alone.' Nevertheless two 
magistrates, Domaine d'Arlod and Claude Bernard, were 
informed of their intention. They were embarrassed, for 
they knew that such a step might cost the lives of those 
who ventured it.. The courage of the two patriots a^ 
fected them. *We believe we are following God's will,' 
said Maisonneuve. ^In that case,' replied Arlod, ^we 
shall give you no instructions either verbal or written, we 
shall only say : Do whatever God shall inspire you to do^ 
It was with these words, recorded in the registers, that 
the two Genevans departed for Berne.* 

As soon as they arrived, they appeared before the 
council and explained how the clergy were endeavoring to 
stifle the germs of £iith in their birth. The Bernese did 
not hesitate : greatly irritated by the violence which the 
Genevans had used towards Farel,f in despite of their 
letters of reconmiendation, they made answer that they 
would do everything to support the Gospel in Geneva. 

On the 25th of March the council of Geneva met. There 
was evidently something new: many of the members 
wore an anxious look ; others appeared cheerful. Du 
Crest^ the premier syndic, a man devoted to the Romish 
Church, announced with an air of consternation, that he 
bad just received a letter from Berne in which the council 



* Council Reg^8terai^29th March, 1583.— Gaatier MS. 
f ' Yiolentiaqaa in Farellum BATitom.* — Spanheim, Geneva resHL 
p. 57. 
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of Geoeva were severely reprimanded. In truth, the Ber- 
nese did not mince matters : they complained of the vio- 
lence done to Farel and the persecution organized in 
Geneva against the evangelical faith. ' We are surprised,' 
they said, ^ that in your city the fsath in Jesus Christ and 
those who seek it are so molested. . . .You will not suffer 
the Word of God to he freely proclaimed, and banish 
those who preach it.'* 

This letter troubled the council. * K we concede what 
Berne demands,' they said, 'the priests will get up fresh 
disturbances. If we refuse, Beme will break off the 
alliance, and the reformed will revolt.' Whichever way 
they turned, danger seemed to thre^en them. * So that 
they knew not what answer to give,' adds the register. 
Ahnost all of them were engaged against Maisoneuve and 
Salomon. They Were brought before the council and 
confessed that they had gone to Beme and had solicited 
the letter which had been sent. Upon this several mame- 
lukes called out * treason ;' but the consciences of these 
two noble citizens bore witness that they had served the 
cause of liberty and justice. They remained firm, and 
the council, being disturbed and undecided, adjourned to 
the next day the question of what was to be done.f 

The agitation spread from the council-room to the chap- 
ter-house and into the city. Every one spoke about 
Berne's demand of full liberty for the gospel. The canons, 
priests, and most devout of the laity were unanimous for 
refusing ; the daring Thomas Moine became the soul of 
this movement. They resolved, upon his proposition, to 
intimidate the council and obtain from it the total sup. 
pression of the evangelical meetings. Forthwith the most 
zealous of the party went into the city and visited IroiL 



♦ Letter from Berne, 20th March, 1583. — ^MS. Archives of Geneva, 
JJo. 1090. 

t Council Regii^rs, 25th March, 1533. — Gantier MS. 
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bouse to house.* At the same time Moine got^a few of 
his fiiends together and proposed to go to the council in 
a body : their numbers, he doubted not, would over-awe 
the syndics, and the catholics would obtain their demands. 
This measure was resolved upon, and the meeting fixed 
for the morrow. 

Next day, when the council met, they were told that a 
considerable number of citizens desired an audience. 
They were admitted, to the number of about two hun- 
dred, including Thomas Moine, B. Faulchon, Fi-an^ois du 
Crest, Percival de Pesmes, and Andrew Maillard : their 
countenances bore the mark of violent passions. ^ Most 
honored lords,* said Moine, who was a clever speaker, 
* notwithstanding the edict which bids us live like broth- 
ers, many persons are endeavoring to sow disorder and 
dissension among us. Some of them have gone to Berne, 
and the lords of that place have written you a letter 
which disturbs all the city. . . .Who are those guilty men 
who go and denounce their country to the foreigner? 
Were they deputed by the council ? What instructions 
did they receive? What answer did they bring you? 
We beg to be infonned on these matters. We wish to 
know them, and whether anything has been done tending 
to the ruin of the republic' 

The premier-syndic, amazed at such a speech, begged 
Moine and his friends to retire, and the embarrassed 
council determined to procrastinate. 

' We will do everything in the world to bring this diffi- 
cult matter to a happy conclusion,' they answered. ' We 
will assemble the Sixty, the Two Hundred, the heads of 
families, even the general council, if necessary. . . .the 
whole republic. Rest content with this promise.' 

' We have been deputed,' answered Moine, * to demand 
that you should produce before us those who went to 
Berne. We will not leave this room until we have seen 

* * AcoenduDt elerici ]'lebexn sibi obnoxiam.* — Spanheim, Geneva 
restit, p. 67. 
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them. If you do not summon them, we will go and fetch 
them/ 

On hearing these words the council grew alarmed. 
What a disturbance and what violence there would be in 
the council-chamber if the two huguenots should appear 

before these excited catholics ! The syndics replied 

that Ihey would return an answer. This procrastination 
put' the mamelukes beside themselves. It was not Moine 
alone who protested : the two hundred who surrounded 
him raised their hands and shouted in menacing tones: 
* Justice, justice ! Let us keep our promise to Messieurs 
of Friburg — ^that Geneva would preserve the faith of its 
fathers.' The alarmed syndics endeavored by exceeding 
gentleness of manner (says a manuscript) to appease the 
tumult ; and the two hundred discontented catholics re- 
turned to their homes witli haughty look and resolute air. 
'Kthe council haggles any more,' they said, 'we will do 
ourselves justice !' In the city, men said : ' We thought 
the catholics decrepid, downcast, asleep, or dead. . . .but 
they are opening their heavy eyes ; their strength is re- 
turning, and the swift-flying vultures are about to pounce 
upon their prey.'* 

In fact, two of the syndics, and several councilors, 
with other laymen of the catholic party and some priests, 
went into the city, and endeavored to persuade all they 
met to enter into the plot formed against the Gospel. 
They told them that there was nothing to be expected 
from the council. ' If the faith of our fathers is to stand, 
by our own hands it must be supported,' they said. ' Hold 
yourselves in readiness to march against the Lutherans.' 

The Lutherans^ they said. It was indeed the Reforma- 
tion that was then stirring up all the wrath of the clerical 
party. Some of its members, no doubt, hated liberty as 
much as the Gospel ; but most of the catholics would have 

* Coancil Registera, 26tli March, lC83.~Gauticr MS. ; Ji<mi 
Ckron, liv. ii. cb. ix. 
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tolerated the ancient franchises of the people. The point 
on which they were all agreed was an unquenchable op- 
position to that new doctrine which they called Luther- 
anUnij Luther being in their opinion its great apostle. 
This Lutheranism was fundamentally what was afterwards 
named Calvinism, for Luther and Calvin were one in the 
great evangelical principles. All the reformers preached 
in the sixteenth century, in Europe, and particularly at 
Geneva, that the pure grace of God was the only power 
of eternal salvation, and that the Church was composed 
of all those who possessed true Mth, and not of those 
who slavishly adhered to a dominating hierarchy. The 
doctrines of Lutheranism and of the Reform* might 
differ, in regard to certain abstract questions, as touching 
the finite and the infinite, for instance: Lutheranism 
might put in bolder relief the immanence of God, while 
the Reform inclined towards his transcendarwey to use the 
language of philosophers and theologians ; but they were 
and they are agreed in all that is essential ; and it was 
these living doctrines that apowerfiilparty was endeavor- 
ing to expel from Geneva. 

On Thursday night the canons, priests, and chief ' par- 
tisans of the papal religion,' as Wernli, De Pe8mes,Moine, 
and their friends, met in the vicar-episcopaPs great hall. 
They arrived one after another, most of them armed to 
the teeth, and breathing vengeance : the room was soon 
filled, and many stood in the court-yard. Their intention 
was carefully to arrange the plot that was to free them 
from the Reform. Some huguenots, informed of the con- 
spiracy, drew near to watch their adversaries. The cir- 
cumstances, the tumultuous crisis that was approaching, 
the interests to be discussed, the violent passions with 
which the two parties were animated, the late hour at 
which this conference '^as held — aU combined to render 

* The word Reform is applied exclusively to the Franco-Helvetio 
or Calvinistio portion of the Reformation. 
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it a solemn one. Men's minds became clouded, and cer- 
tain huguenots of ardent imagination, who gazed at a 
distance upon the walls behind which these plotters were 
assembled, indulging in fantastic visions, fancied they 
saw the furies, torch in hand, stirring up discord ;* but 
they were merely monks clad in their long robes, and 
holding the torches with which the hall was lighted. At 
length the • proceedings began.f Some of the speakers 
represented that the number of rebels increased daily ; 
that the sacerdotal authority decreased proportionately ; 
and that if things were allowed to' go on so, ere long 
nobody would take any account of the Church. * Let us 
not lower ourselves to dispute with heretics. Let us not 
wait for help from the magistrates. The Council of Sixty 
is about to jneet, but they will hesitate just like the ordi- 
nary council. Those bodies are too weak ; we must act 
without the government; we are the strongest. If it 
comes to fighting, the defenders of Catholicism will be 
ten, perhaps twenty, to one. When the evangelists are 
conquered, we will invite the bishop back, who will re- 
turn with all the banished mamelukes, and inflict on the 
rebels the punishment they deserve. Geneva, preserved 
from the Reformation, will no longer be able to spread it 
through the surrounding countries, and will be in future 
ages the support of the papacy. Let us execute justice 
for ourselves; let us fly to arms, ring the tocsin, draw 
the sword, and call upon the £iithful to march against 
those dogs^ and make a striking example of the two trai- 
tors who went to Berne. Let us kill all who are called 
Ltftherans, without sparing one;J which will be doing 
God a good service. We are assured of the bishop's 
pardon : his lordship has already sen^ us the pardons in 

* 'Nocte fariifl facibuflque strenue a* clero subditis.' — Sponbeim, 
Gentoa restit, 
f Fromenty Gestes, p. 51. 
t Froment, Gestes^ p. 61. 

16* 
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blank. At the sound of the great bell, let every one go 
armed to the Molard, and let the city gates be shat, so 
that nobody may escape.' This is what was said in the 
vicar^piscopaPs house. The leaders agreed upon the 
place of meeting, the number of the armed bands, the 
names of those who should command them, and the man- 
ner in which the reformed should be attacked ; everything 
was arranged. The assembly applauded; the conspira- 
tors, raising their hands, bound themselves by a solemn 
oath to execute the plan and to secresy;* after which 
they retired to take a brief repose. »The festival of Ekister 
was approaching: more than two centuries before, the 
Sicilian Vespers had filled Palermo and all Sicily with 
iD»rSsacre; the enemies of the Reformation in Geneva 
desired also to celebrate the same festival with rivers of 
blood. 

The Council of Sixty met the next day (Eriday, 28th 
March 1533). Never perhaps was there a body more 
divided. When the catholics demanded that the promise 
made to Friburg should be kept, the huguenots repre- 
sented that if the council decided in favor of the Romanist 
party, not only would the bishop resume his former power, 
but that having seen the Reform on the brink of triumph- * 
ing, he would throw himself into the anns of Savoy, as 
the only power capable of saving the Roman £iith. The 
council, placed between these two fierce cuiTents, re- 
mained in its usual indecision, and declared in favor of 
neither. This was just what the leaders of the Romanist 
party expected. Everything was prepared for carrying 
out the conspiracy (to use Froment's word) which had 
been planned the night before.f 

The cathedral h^id been selected as the place of meet- 
ing. The first who entered it was the valiant canon, Peter 

» 

* * Solenni Sacramento. *-«-Spanbeiin, Geneva restU, 
t Froment, Gestes^ p. 50. — ^Roset MS., CAron. liv. ii. ch. z.— -Qaii> « 
tierM& 
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Wernli. He was armed from head to foot, and advanced 
into the sanctuary as a general goes to battle. Werali 
handled the sword as well as his brother, who was a cap- 
tain in the service of the king of France. Gifted with the 
strength of a Hercules or a Samson, he designed, like the 
first, to drive Cerberus out of the city ; and like the 
second, to pull down the pillars of the temple. He said 
to those who had gathered around him in St. Pierre's : 
* We will cut off the heads of those who went to Berne 
and of all their fiiends.' Three hundred armed canons 
and priests came after him, and then a great number of 
their lay followers. ' The Lutherans threaten us;' said 
some of these angry citizens ; * they want to rob the 
churches and convents.' Such a tale could not fail to 
excite their minds still more. 

The huguenots, infonned of the plot arranged at the 
Ticar-general's, and observing the catholics making ready 
for the attack, saw at once that- their first act woidd be 
to seize Baudichon de la Maisonneuve, on account of his 
journey to Berne, and inflict on him the fate of Berthelier 
and Levrier. They therefore assembled to the number of 
sixty around their friend to defend his life at the price of 
their blood. Some of Moine's partisans went to inform 
the assemblage at St. Pierre's that they had seen several 
persons enter Maisonneuve's house. 

This information was a signal of battle to the conspira- 
tors. 'Forward!' they cried: Met us go and attack 
them !' Two catholics, friends of peace, who happened 
to be in the church (B. Faulchon and Girardin de la 
Rive), fearing a civil war, ran to the council. * Both 
parties are under arms,' they said ; ' some at St. Pierre's, 
others at Baudichon's : the first are preparing to march 
down against their opponents .... Should they do so, 
there will be a great disturbance :* look you to it.' The 

* The register has the word ovaille (ovallinm), Conneil BegiBters, 
28tk March, 1683. 
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council, BuspendiDg all other business, ordered the four 
syndics to proceed with the badges of their office, first to 
St. Pierre's (for the aggressors were there), and next to 
Maisonneuve's, and command both parties to return im-. 
mediately to their homes.* 

The task was a difficult one, but the four magistrates 
did not hesitate to imdertake it. Preceded by their ushers 
they entered the cathedral, with the syndical staff in their 
hands. At the sight of them the crowd grew calm. * We 
desire to know,' said the premier«syndic, ^ the cause of 
this meeting.' The assembly answered with one voice : 
* We are going to fight the Lutherans who are assembled 
in the Rue des Allemands. They are always keeping us 
in fear, and we must put an end to it. We can no longer 
endure such a pest in the city. . . .They are worse than 

the Turks.'t 

At this moment two of the reformed, uneasy as to what 
might happen, approached the cathedral, and mounting 
the steps before the porch, stood* there some time, peep- 
ing into the church, undecided whether they should enter. 
The priests and mamelukes perceiving them, exclaimed : 
' Look at the wicked wretches, they are come to spy the 
christians I' At last, with more zeal than prudence, the 
two evangelicals entered. They were J. Goulaz and P. 
Vandel, the latter a man of twenty-six, who had adopted 
the Reform, but always retained a great affection for his 
old catholic friends.J Addressing the syndics with great 
mildness, he said : ^ Pray put an end to this disturbance, 
lest worse should come of it.' When the mamelukes 
heard his words, they became angry and drew their 
swords to strike the two huguenots. Portier, the episco- 
pal secretaiy, a violent and fanatical man, seeing Vandel, 

♦ Boset MS. Ckron, liv, ii. ch. x. — Gautier MS. Council Begieter 
ad diem. La Sceur de Juseie, Le Levain du Cahmisme, p. 51. 
t Le Levain du Cahnnumey p. 61. 
X Galiffe, Notices g4fUalogiqtU8 de Genhe, I. p. 80. 
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exclaimed : * How is it that 70a are here, traitor !' Sev- 
eral of them rushed upon Yandel, threw him to the 
grojond, and trampled on him : Portier, drawing his dag- 
ger (sanguidede) and seidng the yomig man *in a cow- 
ardly manner bj the back,' (says the Council Register) 
stabbed him near the left shoulder, intending to kill him. 
Yandel lay seriously wounded on the pavement of the 
cathedral * with great effusion of blood.'* 

A crowd of priests immediately gathered round him 
and began to lament loudly, not because a man had been 
stabbed, but because blood had defiled the temple. 
* Never after was bell rung or divine service performed 
in that church, or even in the other churches, because the 
mother-church was closed, until it was purified by My 
lord the 6uffi*agan,' says Sister Jeanne. 

Goulaz, it is reported, seeing his fi-iend qp the ground, 
ran off to the evangelicals and told them all. Some of 
them, notwithstanding the danger which they incurred, 
proceeded to the cathedral, and obtained the syndics' per- 
mission to carry Vandel away. They removed him to 
Baudichon's house, where they got him to bed. A few 
huguenots constituted themselves his nurses, and as they 
looked on their pale and blood-stained fiiend, they asked 
one another what would happen next. 

* lia Scenr de Jussie, Le Levain du Calvinisme, p. 62. — Froment, 
Gestes de Genhe, pp. 60-61. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

FIB8T ABMBD ATTAjOK OF THE CATHOLICS UPON THS 

BSFOBHATION. 

(March 28, 1588). 

This efTusion of blood, far from calming men's minds, 
served but to inflame them. ' All good christians were 
more excited than before,' says Sister Jeanne. The skir- 
mish in which, being seven hundred against two, they 
had gained the advantage, was an omen of victory ! They 
looked at each other and counted their numbers. ' We 
are the majority and well-armed j', they said ; ' we mast 
sally out boldly and fight These rascals.' The principal 
leaders, lay and ecclesiastic, withdrawing into a private 
part of the cathedral, held a final council. The most in- 
fluential represented that the huguenots had celebrated 
the sacrament, that they persevered in holding their meet- 
ings ' here and there,' that the sacerdotal authority was 
decreasing and the number of heretics increasing, and 
that there was only one means left of saving the Romish 
faiths— putting every heretic to death.* The syndics 
stretched out their wands in vain, and. ordered them to 
keep the peace. All was useless. ' Now is the time,' 
cried the priests ; ' let us run to the great bell and give 
the signal.' At the word many hastened to the tower of 
the church and began to ring the tocsin. At the same 
time those who were in the church prepared to niarch. 

Three of the syndics were devoted to the catholic 
party: Nicholas du Crest, Pierre de Malbuisson, and 
Claude Baud. Finding that they could not stop the riot, 

♦ Froment, Gcsies, p. 61. 
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they determined if possible to direct it. Cbmde Band, 
lord of Troches, in whose castle many a plot had been 
concocted against the independence of Geneva, woold 
have desired to make an end of the Reform, bat not by 
violent means. Seeing, however, that it was impossible 
to check the torrent, he pnt himself at the head of the 
emeutey bnt with the hope of restraining it, and afterwards 
of repressing the Reform by legal means. *Shnt the 
doors of the church,' said Band. Tliis had a surprising 
effect : the catholics on a sadden grew calmer. The syn- 
dic feared that if they came to blows, the two parties 
might become confused in battle, and that friends would 
strike friends without recognizing each other. He ordered 
a great bundle of laurel boughs to be brought in, and ad- 
dressing the crowd around him, said : ^Formerly, citizens, 
they used to give garlands to the conquerors ; I give you 
these laurels before the victory : they will distinguish you 
from the wicked.' The combatants each took a sprig and 
&8tened it to their caps ; and then the pious catholics who 
were in the crowd, ^fishing to give a religious character 
to the emeute^ proposed that they should implore the 
blessing of heaven before they started. The ecclesiastics 
were silent immediately, and turning to the choir, pro- 
strated themselves in fervent devotion before the high 
altar. All present knelt down ^with great abundance of 
tears,' and sang the £imous hymn of the Roman breviary : 

Vexilla regis prodeimt.* 

As soon as the strain was ended, one of the priests said : 
^Let us commend ourselves to the blessed Virgin, that 
she may intercede for us and for the holy faith !' And 
all, as with one voice, joined in the Salve Regina — ^a 
prayer which the people were accustomed to sing at the 

* *The Btandards of the king go forth.* — Ramhaoh, Antkologie 
chrUtlicher Gesange, L 104. The use Dante made of the fint line of 
this hymn is well known : 

Yexilla Regis prodeant Inferni.-*//i/«rAo, zxzir. 1. 
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execution of a criminal. The echoes of this ominous 
chant having died away in the aisles of the vast cathedral, 
the piiests rose from their knees : one of them took the 
cross, while some laid hold of other banners. ^ Behold,' 
they said, ^behold the standards of the king advancing.' 
The excitement grew greater every minute. It was Fri- 
day, the one before Passion Week. ^Let us this day call 
to mind the day on which our Lord was willing to shed 
his blood for us, and therefore let us not spare ours. Let 
us take vengeance on his enemies who crucify him anew 
more cruelly than the Jews did.'* They uttered such 
cries that 4t was quite pitiful to hear them,' and, ^ there 
was no heart so hard as not to melt into tears.' f 

All this emotion was not without a cause. The religion 
of the middle ages was disappearing. We believe that 
it must disappear altogether ; and yet we are touched by 
the enthusiasm displayed by its adherents, which was 
worthy of a better cause. Syndic Baud, who wished to 
give an appearance of legality to the clerical movement, 
called Percival de Pesmes, and or^ed him to go with a 
body of men to fetch the banner of the city. At length 
the great bell, which had kept on ringing, was silent ; the 
ringers came down from the tower and joined the rest of 
their pai*ty. The churchmen then formed into companies 
and elected their captains ; all were full of courage and 
ardor, and St. Pierre's resembled a parade-ground rather 
than a church. The companies defiled in front of the 
high altar, and the syndic, ordering the doors to be thrown 
open, all the clerical army quitted the temple, descended 
with a firm step the steep street of the Perron, and pro- 
ceeded towards the Molard, which was the general ren- 
dezvous for those who desired on that day to destroy 
both the reformed and the Reformation in Geneva. 

As soon as the tocsin was heard, the city was agitated 



* La Soeur J. de Jtissie, Le Levain de Calvinisme^ p. 58. 
t Ibid. Froment, Gestes, cfc., p. 61. 
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to its most retired quarters, and even the inhaUtanta of 
the Burroonding districts had listened with alarm to its 
ill-omened sound. The startled and uneasy citizens caught 
up their arms, rushed hastily from their houses, and ran 
^ like poor wandering sheep without a shepherd,' some one 
way, some another, not knowing where to go, what was 
the matter, and whether the enemy was within the walls 
or without. The peasants of the vicinity, forewarned hy 
the agents of the canons, entered the city in arms. The 
confusion continued to increase : some cried ^Fire,' others 
^Fall on;' all shouted ^ Alarm, alarm!' Some ran to the 
. gates, others to the h6tel-de*ville, and others to the ram* 
parts ; but the priests who had contrived the affiiu*, and 
who were marching ^in large hands' from different quar- 
ters towards the Molard, excited the ignorant people to 
follow them, and shouting so as to drown all other cries, 
^Down with the Lutherans,' thus made it known who 
were the enemies to be attacked. 'To the Molard,' they 
added; 'Down with the dogs that want to destroy our 
holy mother Church.' No fervent catholic hesitated ; all 
ran along the streets, isolated or in bands ; they drew 

their swords, then arquebusses rattled It was like a 

flock of birds in search of their prey, opening then* talons, 
and plunging swiftly upon the Molard.* 

Meanwhile the main clerical body, that which started 
from St. Pierre's, arrived. It numbered from six to seven 
hundred men — canons^ priests, monks, sacristans, and de- 
vout laymen, all well armed, Syndic Baud marching at 
their head, and 'wearing his great hat and feathers.' 
When this body debouched on the square by the arcade 
of the Fort de I'Ecluse, the Molard and adjacent streets 
were filled with an agitated and confused crowd. But im- 
mediately, by the syndic's order, companies were formed 
in imitation of that of St. Pierre's, and all the people put 



* Council Registers, ad diem, — Froment, Gestcs de Genhve, p. 51. 
Gantier MS. 
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themselyes 4n order for fighting.' Baud having thus 
drawn out his corps, proceeded to count them: there 
were about 2,500 men,* not reckoning the old men, wo- 
men, and children, who shouted and wept, and although 
unarmed, added to the tumult. The catholics were full 
of hope. To the majority of them, the struggle was a 
mere party matter ; but others, better Instructed and bet- 
ter theologians than the rest, felt that it was an effort to 
expel for ever from Geneva the doctrines of protestantism 
touching the pre-eminence of Holy Scripture, justification, 
works, the mass, the Church, and especially grace, to 
which alone the Reformation attributed salvation, while 
the Romish Church claimed a part in conversion for the 
natural powers of man, and looked upon this difierence 
between the two Churches as the essential point. At the 
same time, however, it must be acknowledged that just 
then they troubled themselves very little about theology. 
Being ready to contend with the arms of men of war, the 
two bodies were especially animated by political passions. 
The catholics feared lest their enemies should succeed in 
escaping. 'Shut the gates 6f the city,' said the syndic, 

* so that no one can take flight.' Again cries were heard : 

* Forward, lead us to Baudichon's.' 'No,' answered 
Baud, ' let us wait for the other corps, before we attack.' 

There were still three bands to come : the fii'st, com- 
manded by the bishop's equerry, Percival de Pesmes, was 
to come straight from the h6tel-de-vilte, bringing the ban- 
ner, as we have said ; the second, commanded by Canon 
de Veigy, descending from the west, was to make for the 
Molard by the Rue de la Cit6 ; the third, coming from 
the suburb of St. Gervais, was to cross the Rhone bridge, 
and was commanded by Captain Bellessert. 'He was a 
stout fellow and like a madman,' says Froment, The 
band that he conducted was the most violent in the re. 

* • La Soeur J, do Jussie, Le Levain du Calvinisme, p. 61. The 
nnmber is probably exaggerated. 
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public. These three corps tmited with the 2,500 men al- 
ready at the Molard conld not £ul to give the death-blow 
to the reformed and the Reformation. 

But as they did not appear, the catholics and mamelukes 
who were ready for fighting, zealous in the cause of the 
pope, and overflowing with hatred for the Reform, became 
impatient, and striking the ground with the butt-ends of 
their guns, desired to march forthwith. * Forward !' they 
cried. ' Let us wait,' said the syndic, whether because he 
feared that ^ their business would not take well,' as the 
chronicle says} or because he wished by an imposing 
force to constrain the reformed to surrender without fight- 
ing ; or, lastly, because he hoped that if he procrastinated, 
some unforeseen circumstance might happen to disarm the 
combatants. 'We want artillery,' he said, *to besiege 
Baudichon's house.' This quieted the most ardent, by 
giving them something to do ; they hurried off to the ar- 
senal, but it was doubtful whether it would be opened to 
them, as the captain-general was opposed to them. The 
artillery-keeper, named Bossu (hunchback), in consequence 
of his infirmity, a man of vulgar character and suspected 
morals, and a strong partisan of the priests, did not 
hesitate. He delivered up the artillei-y to the catholics, 
who dragged away the cannon with much uproar, planted 
them in the square, and loaded them.* 

At this moment arrived the band led by the descendant 
of the crusaders, the young and dashing Percival de Pes- 
mes, eager to fight, like-his fathers, for the pope and his 
Church against these new Saracens. He bore the great 
banner with pride, and, defiling with his corps, drew them 
up in line of battle. Syndic Baud took the banner from 
his hands, and planted it in the middle of the square. 
The people, electrified at the sight, ' raised a loud shout.'f 



* Froment, Gestes de Genhve^ p. 62. — La Soeur J. de Jiusie, 'Le Le* 
vain du Calvinisme^ p. 63. — Roset, MS., liv. ii. oh viii. 
t La S<eur J. de Jussie, Le Levain^ <&o., p. 63. 
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There ift no longer any doubt : the republic is arming, the 
city banner floats above the catholic ranks, and the hague- 
nots are only rebels. 

The monks took the most active part in this basiness ; 
the convents were therefore empty, all but that of Ssmt 
Claire, which alone was not deserted. The ntms, how* 
ever, wished to take part in the struggle : ' Alas !' they 
said, ^ our worthy fathers have gone to share in the fight 
with a number of monks, because it is in behalf of the 

faith Let us kneel befoi*e God that He may show 

mercy to the poor city.' The mother abbess drew a cross 
of ashes on the foreheads of the sisters, after which they 
marched in procession round the cloister, invoking in de- 
vout litanies the protection of the whole celestial choir. 
Then forming a cross, they took their places in the mid- 
dle of the choir, and there, distracted and weeping, they 
fell on their knees and cried aloud : ' Mercy, O God ! 
through the intercession of the glorious Virgin Mary and 
all the saints ! Give victory to the christians, and briog 
the poor wanderers back to the way of salvation.'* 

At this moment the sisters heard a noise at the gate of 
the convent : it was a few good catholic women who, 
very much afraid themselves, came to bring the sisters 
tidings calculated to add to their distress. * If the here- 
tics win the day,' they said, ' they will certainly make 
you all marry, young and old-— all to your perdition.'f 
This was the customary bugbear of the poor nuns. They 
were superstitious and even fanatical, but nothing indi- 
cates that they were not pure. A tradition to the effect 
that there was an underground communication between 
their convent and that of the gray friars is a fiction as 
void of foundation as the frightful news of a, forced mar- 
riage brought by their indiscreet friends. The terrified 
nuns crossed themselves, sang their litanies once more, 



* La ScBur J. de Jusaie^ Le Levam, (bo. p. 67. 

t Ibid. 

I 



I 



" CHAF. X7. A CRUBL HUSBAND. d61 

and cried loader than ever : ' O holy Virgin, give victwy 
to the christians !' 

The agitation in the city was then at its height ; the 
shouts of the priests were frightful.* They bawled lust- 
ily to those who lagged behind, exhorted those who ap- 
peared indifferent, and animated the whole body with 
voice and gesture, as hunters urge their hounds after the 
stag. The catholics responded to the tumultuous clam- 
ors of these ministers of disorder and strife. But the 
tempest was not confined to the streets : scenes still more 
harrowing were taking place in the houses. ' Alas 1' said 
the wisest men, ' there is no humanity leflb, and they take 
no account of the ties of nature.' One of the most fiery 
catholics, hearing the tocsin, was hurriedly fitting on his 
armor, when his wife, a fervent Romanist like himself, 
and whose father was at the head of the Lutherans, was 
fiUed with terror at seeing her husband's animation, and 
looked at him with a dejected countenance. She was 
Micah, daughter of Baudichon de la Maisonnenve. Her 
catholic faith did not make the young wife forget the 
sweet and holy ties that bind a child to her father. She 
shuddered at each malediction uttered by her husband 
against the author of her days. At length her grief broke 
out in a flood of tears. Her fanatical husband, exasper- 
ated to the highest degree against Maisonnenve, who was 
regarded as the main support of the heresy, turned back 
and, without showing the least pity said : ' Wife, cry as 
much as you please. If we come to blows and I meet 
your father, he shall be the first on whom I shall try my 
strength .... I will kill him, or he shall kill me.' And 
then, callous at the sight of Micah, whose tears flowed 
faster at these words which pierced her heart, the bar- 
barous husband said as he left her : * He is a bad christian, 
a renegade, the worst of the worst — this wretched 



* Bosct MS. Chron. 
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Bandichon!* Micah was twice married : first to Bernard 
Combet, and secondly to Guyot Taillon. We have not 
been able to discover which of her two husbands was so 
cruel ; probably it was the firat. 

These distressing scenes became more heart-rending 
every moment. In the houses nothing was heard but the 
cries and groans of mothers and wives, of daughters and 
young children. The streets echoed with the oaths of 
the men who cursed that law (the Reformation), and the 
first man who had brought it there. ' In truth, it is not 
possible,' says the chronicler, * to describe the cries and 
tears which then filled the whole city.' But the mourn- 
ful sounds of grief and sorrow which rose in the air could 
not drown the fanatical and sonorous voices of the 
priests.f 

During this time a deep and solemn awe prevailed in 
Baudichon's house. The evangelicals were not insensible 
to the hatred which was arrayed against them, but the 
greatness of the danger gave them that calmness which 
the christian experiences in the presence of death. The 
strong encouraged the weak, addressing them in words 
of piety and feeling : * Ah I' they said, ' if all the world 
would agree in the truth, we should be at peace ; but as 
the majority fight against it, we can not confess Christ 
without encountering resistance and hatred. It is the 
malice of the wicked one that divides us into contrary 
bands, and everywhere kindles strife and debate.'J 

An unexpected reinforcement added to the numbers of 
the catholic troops. The women of that party had not 
all a tender soul and braised heart, like Baudichon's 
daughter: the virtues of the evangelical women, the 



* JjL SoBur J. de Jnssie, Le Levain, &c, p. 54. 

t Froment, Gestes de Genhve p. 54. — La ScBor J. de JuBsie^ Le Lo' 
vain du Calvmitme^-p, 54. — ^RosetMS., Chron, liv. 11. oh. x.— Gantier 
Ma ('houpard MS. 

tibid. 
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eagerness with which they had renonuced their jewels 
and dress in favor of the poor, had excited the displeas- 
ure of many of them ; and the thought that they no longer 
came to kneel with them at the altar of Mary, had filled 
them with anger and hatred. The tempest then sweep- 
ing through the city fanned the evil passions of the 
weaker sex. In every house the wives and sisters, and 
even the mothers of the catholics got ready ; they assem- 
bled the children from twelve to Afleen years old, and 
proceeded with them to the Place d'Armes, where they 
had agreed to meet. ' In this assemblage of women/ 
says Sister Jeanne, who was very intimate with them, 

* there were full seven hundred children from twelve to 
fifteen years old, firmly resolved to do good service along 
with their mothers.' 

When these ladies met,* they held a parliament of a 
new sort ; and their speeches were far more impassioned 
than those of the men. They had no doubt that their 
husbands would put all their adversaries to death, but 
were vexed to think that their wives would be left alive. 

* If it should happen,' said one of them, ' that our bus- 
bands fight against the unbelievers, let us also make war 
and kUl their heretic wives^ in order that the breed may be 
extirpated.'*^ This was the only way, those pious ladies 
thought, of preserving Geneva catholic ; if the wives and 
children were spared, the heresy would shoot forth again 
in a few years. An unanimous cry of approval was raised 
by the women, and even by the accompanying children, 
and the Amazons immediately prepared for the combat. 
They armed their children, distributing little hatchets 
and swords among them ; when there were no more 
weapons to give out, their mothers told them to fill their 
hats and caps with stones. They, too, fiercely gathered 
np thjir aprons, which they filled with missiles. Sister 



* La SflBnr J. dc Jus^e, Le Levain^ &o. p. ^ 
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Jeanne does not omit a single detail in her narrative, for 
it is of this that she is most proud. Some of these wo- 
men had stationed themselves at the windows to crush 
the evangelicals at the moment of hattle hj pouring their 
missiles down upon them ; but the more determined 
marched with the children to the Molard, where they ar*- 
rived with loud shouts. Strange madness 1 as if God 
who requires in the christian woman a med: and quiet 
tpirity and forbids her to be adorned ' with braided hair 
and costly array,' did not all the more forbid her to arm 
herself with stones and march to battle. Frenzied and 
guilty women I Some huguenots, observing them from 
afar, asked with astonishment what could be the meaning 
of such a singular assemblage. They seemed to resemble 
those druidesses who (as it is related) when their sanct- 
uary was threatened, ran to»and fro along the shore of 
the lake, in black robes with hair dishevelled, and wav- 
ing torches in their hands.* 

Delighted at the sight, the priests, unwilling to be be^ 
hindhand, exclaimed: 'We will be the first to defend 
our spouse the church.' There were about one hundred 
and sixty armed priests in the square. If the clergy and 
women set the example, shall the citizens remain behind ? 
The whole body assembled at the Molard shouted again 
and again ' Forward, forward !' The syndics did not in- 
cline to attack, but the excited crowd carried them away.f 
The plan was to march to Baudichon's house, where the 
huguenots had assembled, to set fire to it, and thus/ hav- 
ing forced them to come out, to murder them as they 
were escaping from the flames by the doors and windows. J 



* La Soeur J. de Jusfde, Le Levain du Calvinisme, pp, 64, 5& 
— Gautier MS. 

t '* Plebs mota sjndicos eodem traxit.' — ^Tarretini manuscript in the 
library at Berne. 

t * Civie cujusdam domus eoncnrsu facto petitnr ; jam tomenta 
majora dirigebantor.' — Turretini MS. 
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Citizens, priests, women, and even oliildren, wished to 
Lave the privilege of being the first to strike Maisonneuve, 
Salomon, and their friends ; torrents of heretical blood 
were to flow in the streets. * Forward I' they repeated, 
but amid the general agitation the beautiful plumes that 
ornamented the syndic's hat remained stationary. Baud 
wishing to temporize, and to avoid bloodshed, refused to 
give the signal : * To be more sure,' he said, * and in order 
that none may escape from our hands, let us wait for the 
corps from St. Gervais.'* The syndic still hoped that 
the reformed would lay down their anus and surrender 
at discretion to an imposing force. 

The reformed assembled in Baudichon's house on the 
left bank of the river, at the corner of the streets ef the 
AUeraands and of the Corraterie (about 460 paces from 
the Molard) had gradually seen their numbers increase. 
Many of their friends, who at first desired to remain at 
home, observing the danger that threatened their breth- 
ren, had come to their help, determined to conquer or 
die with them. The enthusmsm had spread even to the 
children and excited them to acts of devotedness beyond 
their years. ' A young apprentice went there, in spite of 
father, mother, and priests, and exhorted them all to be 
of good cheer.'f The elder portion were not blind to the 
gravity of the situation, but they remained firm, being 
full of confidence in God. ' As a spark,' they said, ' may 
suddenly set fire to a whole city, so Geneva has in an in- 

stapt been stirred up to riot But let not our 

hearts be troubled; the Lord holds the tempests and 
whirlwinds in His hand, and can appease them whenever 
He pleases.' 

Sinister omens might intimidate them. They had be- 
fore them the unhappy Vandel, faint and bleeding. ... 



* La Soenr J. de Jtwsie, Le Levain du CaZvtnMfite, pp. 54, 65. 
Froment, Geates de Gchhe, p. 60. — Gaiitier MS^ 
t Choupard MS. 
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They approached the wounded young man with compas- 
Bion. * See,' they said, * see how the bishop and his 
officers treat the best citizens.' Noticing the paleness of 
his face, they despaired of his life, and gloomy thoughts 
filled their hearts. / 

This was not the only presage of the danger that 
threatened them ; the shouts of the catholics, increasing 
in violence, reached even there. They looked at each 
other with astonishment and even with alarm. * What 
fury I' they said ; * how large a number against so few !* 
And some of them added : ' If God be not for us, we are 
undone.' But others, changing the words, answered : 
*7/^ God be for usj who can be against tcs T De la Maison- 
neuve was the firmest. Possessing a quick and even 
violent temper, an enthusiast for liberty and truth, he was 
at this solemn hour calm, thoughtful, and christianlike. 
No one was more exposed than he : his house was to be 
as it were the battlefield ; but forgetful of self, he went 
up to such as were dejected and said : * We must show 
our magnanimity, even should they drive us to despair. 
The wicked are already erecting triumphal arches ... in 
the air. God does not look to numbers, be they great or 
small, but to the cause for which they fight. If we are 
under the banner of Jesus, God will be a wall of brass 
to us.' -The^e words encouraged such as were shaken, 
and gave joy to their afflicted hearts ; and scarcely had 
Baudichon uttered them than those who stood round 
him fell on their knees and bowed before the Lord. One 
of them prayed : ' O God, thou givest the rein to the 
wicked only so far as is necessary to try us. Stop them, 
therefore, and restrain them, lest they hurt us. Change 
the hearts of our enemies, and look only to the cause for 
which we are going, to fight.' This simple prayer availed 
more than a Salve Begina, Rising from their knees, the 
friends of the reform stretched out their hands and said: 
* We swear to die in God's cause, and to keep faith and 
loyalty with one another.' And, like the martyrs of tlie 
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early ages, they waited for the blow with which they 
were threatened, becaase they refused to abandon the 
Gospel which Grod was then restoring to Christendom. 

While the evangelicals were praying, the band so im- 
patiently expected from St. Gervais began to cross the 
bridge at last. The ex-syndic Jean-Philippe, now captain- 
general, who inclined to the reform lk*om political mo- 
tives, being called by his office to repress all disorder, had 
taken his post between the bridge and the city, near 
Baudichon's house, and those who belonged to neither 
party had rallied round him. Just as the corps from the 
suburb was debouching from the bridge and entering the 
city, Philippe ordered them to return. At these words 
their leader, Bellessert the butcher, furious at the attempt 
to stop him, flew into a passion, and with horrible oaths 
struck the captain-general so violently with his halberd 
that he fell to the ground. At the instant Claude de 
Geneve, and other citizens who followed Philippe, dashed 
forward to meet the assailants ; the captain sprang to his 
feet, and, turning sword in hand upon the man who had 
struck him, wounded Bellessert. At the same time, his 
followers, hitting right and lefbj drove the St. Gervaisians 
back upon the bridge. The latter attempted in vain to 
resume the offensive ; Philippe's troop did not give them 
time to breathe. Many had been wounded, and disorder 
was in their ranks ; they were too proud and violent to 
give way if they had not suffered much loss. At last they 
fled and returned dejected to their houses.* The cap- 
tain's followers immediately closed the bridge gate to 
prevent the people of the suburb from returning inV> the 
city.f 

This measure exposed the reformed in St. Gervais to 
some danger. Aim6 Levet lived, as we have said, at the 

* Froment, Gestet de Genhe^ p. 52. — Coanoil Registers of the 28th 
March, 1584.— La Soanr J. de Jossiei Le Levain du Oaltinume, p. 64. 
— Gantier MS. 

tibid. 
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Other . end of the bridge. His wife, distressed at the 
straggle and the wounds her brethren were about to give 
and to receive, had gone out, in^prudently perhaps, and 
standing in the street, tried to discover what was going 
on. At this moment, the catholic women of the .quarter, 
inflamed by the sight of their idol Bellessert's wounds, 
and deteimined -ttot to be behind the women of the city 
in warlike zeal, caught sight of Ctaudine Levet, to whon^ 
they attributed all the mischief. With a loud cry they 
rushed upon her, exclaiming : * Let us begin the war by 
throwing this dog into the Rhone.' Claudine, seeing the 
furies coming, uttered a shriek, and 'biBing tricky,* accord* 
ing to Sister Jeanne, returned hastily into the bo^se and 
shut the door* It was certainly a very lawful trick. The 
catholic women instantly moved to attack it: but much 
as they tried to break the door down, they could npt suc- 
ceed. They then vented their fury on the apothecary's 
drugs : at first they took what served for show, and then 
entering the shop Hhrew them all contemptuously into 
the street.'* This expedition against the .drugs did not 
calm them : leaving the shop and standing in front of the 
house, they turned their angry eyes to Claudine's win- 
dows and used insulting language. Madame Levet rei- 
mained calm in the midst of the uproar, and ' raised her 
thoughts to heaven, where she found great matter of joy 
to blot out all her sorrows.' At last the catholics retired, 
*very wroth because they could not get at this woman or 
any other.' Claudine was saved.f 

While this was going on, the third band expected at 
the Molard, that headed by Canon Yeigy, had iassembled 
in the upper part of the city. The immobility of the re- 
formers, who did not leave Baudichon's house, fretted the 
canon and those whom he commanded. . 'They keep 
themselves still as hares,' he said : 'we must compel them 
to leave their form.' This they prepared to do. It had 

* La SoDiir J. de Jiissie, Le Levain^ <fc.|^. 67* 
t Ibid. 
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been decided, as we have said, by Moine and bis fnends, 
the chiefs of 1 he movement, that they should sarroand 
and set fire t3 Bandichon's house, so that the heretics 
should be stifled, burnt, driven out, and dispersed. In the 
opinion of some it was a capital idea of the huguenots to 
shut themselves up in one house, for by this means a 
single match would suffice to get rid of them. . . .But the 
plan of fire-raising was not to everybody's taste. 'It can 
not be done without great mischief,' said the wiser heads; 
*the whole street might be burnt down.' The barbar- 
ous plan had, however, been resolved on, and its execu- 
tion entrusted to Canon Yeigy's corps. It was a church- 
man who had been charged with the cruel duty. ^ Canon 
de Veigy was to pass through the narrow street of the 
Trois Rois,* behind tbe Rhone, set fire to Baudichon's 
house, and drive tfie others into the street, so that they 
could escape nowhere.' f 

The canon's band was preparing to descend into the 
city to perform its task, when some catholics, running to 
the h6tel-de-ville,tinnounced the defeat of the troops from 
St. Gervais. * We may expect a similar encounter,' said 
the canon and his subordinates; and being not at all 
eager to measure weapons with the captain-general, they 
resolved to join the crowd on the Molard, by passing to 
the east, in order to be out of the reach of Philippe's at- 
tack, and to have a reinforcement to bum the huguenots. 
Changing their direction, they descended by the Rue 
Verdaine. When they arrived at the Molard, they were 
very ill received. Everybody reproached them, calling 
them cowards and traitore. The priest-party were ' greatly 
astonished and vexed because they had not set fire to the 
house, as had been agreed upon.' X 

* Th« Three Kings may still be seen carved over the gate of the 
large honse (ealled Trois Rois) in Bel Air. 
t FromeDt, Gestes de Geneve^ p. 53. 
t Ghon}ard MS. — ^Froment, Gestcs de Genhe, pp. 62*64. — Gantior 

MS. 
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The news of this scheme for burning them out had 
reached the citadel of the reformed. Maisonneuve and 
his friends hesitated no longer. Thus far they had re- 
sponded to the fury of their adversaries by remaining 
quiet ; they desired as much as possible to spare the effii- 
sion of blood ; but now their moderation became useless. 
At first they had been only sixty, their numbers had in- 
creased, but they were still inferior to their adversaries : 
they determined, however, to repel force by force.* They 
sallied forth, therefore, calm and silent, for they felt the 
gravity of the moment. On arriving in the Rue des 
Allemands they drew up in line of battle five deep, ac- 
cording to the Swiss practice. The front rank was about 
250 paces from the enemy. They were determined not to 
take the offensive. ' We will wait for our adversaries,' 
they said ; ^bnt if they attack us, we will sooner die than 
retreat a single step.' 

Although they were, as we have said, by no means 
numerous in comparison with the several catholic bands, 
they were firm and full of hope. There were neither 
priests, women, nor children with them to embarrass 
them: all were stout, resolute, disciplined men, who 
feared not to fight one against tei^. They did not, how- 
ever, place their confidence in their strength ; they did 
^not tuni from one side to the other to set their hopes in 
vain things;' the most pious among them 'repeated that 
there was not one spark of certain help for them except 
in God alone.' 

The fight was about to begin. The reformed, knowing 
that the city artillery had been surrendered by the Bossu 
to their adversaries and pointed at the Molard, had pro- 
cured some cannon, probably by the intervention of the 
captain-general. The huguenots marching boldly on two 
sides of tlie great square, had planted their guns — some in 

* < Emmpont qui oonvenerant a protestantiba6,Tim vi repulaaiori.* 
— ^Turretini MS. at Berne. 
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the Rue de Rhone, others in the Rue de March^, onl^ 
ninety paces from the catholics. On each side the ar- 
tillery was ready to be discharged, the arquebuses were 
loaded, the spears and halberds were in the liands of the 
combatants, the women and children of the Romish party 
were biinging stones. There were transports of anger, 
cries, and terrible threats.* All were prepared for the 
onset, and a massacre seemed inevitable.f 

At this moment the sound of a trumpet was heard ; it 
was not the signal of battle, but the prelude : the city 
crier, stopping at the corner of some neighboring street, 
proclaimed, 'that every foreigner should retire to his 
lodging under pain of three lashes with a rope.* In this 
way they cleared the place where the battle was to be 
fought. The trumpet and the crier's shrill voice soon 
died away, and there was a deathlike silence. On each 
side there were noble souls, lovers of peace, who were a 
prey to the deepest emotions at the thought that brothers 
were about to attack brothers, and many turned a sorrow- 
ful look on the streets that were soon to be stained with 
the blood of theii* fellow-citizens. These compassionate 
men would have liked to restrain the fratricidal arms, but 
they trembled before the priests. ' No one,' says a con- 
temporary, ' dared venture to speak to the ecclesiastics to 
propose peace ; the great pride of the priests intimidated 
them, and they feared to be called Lutherans.^ To desire 
to prevent the shedding of blood, was to be a partisan of 
the Reforraation.§ The parties cast threatening glances 
at each other, and the two armies were about to come 
into violent collision. 

Then the agony burst forth. Some of the wives, 
mothers, and daughtere, who were in the Place du Mo- 
lard, and who up to this moment had been full of ardor 

* * Clamor, saxn, minse, furor.' — Turretini MS. 
t * Utrinque ad cs&des in proximo/ — Ibid. 
t Froment, Gestes, ifirc., p. 54. 
) Ibid. 
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for the combat, were moved and could not restrain their 
anguifih. The tenderness of their sex resumed its sway : 
they let go their aprons, and the stones contained in them 
fell to the ground. They burst into tears and gave utter- 
ance to long and sorrowftil moaning. ^Alas!* they said, 
' the father is armed against the son, brother against broth- 
er, neighbor against neighbor They are all ready to 

kill one another.'* The emotion became almost univei-sal. 

Whilst many of the catholic women were thus trans- 
formed, the evangelical wonaen who remained at home 
were praying. They reflected that, however the world 
may torment and vex, nothing can happen but what God 
Himself has ordained. They put the immutable decree 
of the Lord, who wills to maintain the kingdom of His 
Son for ever, in opposition to the wicked conspiracies by 
which the men of the world assail it, and doubted not 
that God would look upon and help them in their neces- 
sity. 

'It was God's will,' said Froment, Ho avoid bloodshed, 
and He ordained it accopdingly.'f 



CHAPTER XVL 

truce betwesn the two parties. 

(From Masch 28 to Mat 4, 1633.) '^ 

Just at that time some foreigners were staying in Go- 
nova, and particularly seven merchants of Friburg, who 
had come for the fair. They looked with sorrow on the 
spectacle around them, and could not understand how 

a 

* Froment, Gestes^ 4-c., p. 64. 
t Ibid. p. 66. 



euAT. XVI. MODERATION OF THE FRIBtTBGEBS. 893 

citizens could go so far as to kill one another, 'to satisfy 
the appetite of their priests,' says a manuscript.* These 
worthy Swit23rs came forward to mediate. The chiefs 
of the catholic party, not doubting that they were on their 
side, asked for their support. 'We do not meddle in 
business of this kind,' wisely answered the Friburgers, 
'except it be to restore peace, since we are co-burghers 
and good friends with you as well as with the others.' 
They proceeded to the Rue des Allemands and said to the 
reformed: 'Look at the great multitude of people that is 
against you. This matter must be settled before worse 
be&lls you.' The reformed, who were ready for the 
battle, made answer: 'The disturbance did not begin 
with us, and we should be distressed to do anytliing to 
the disadvantage of the Council or of the people. We 
only ask to be left at peace and to live according to God, 
obeying the magistrates, as the Gospel commands. We 
are acting in self-defence, for they have conspired to kill 
us. If so many priests and monks remain assembled in 
the square, rest assured that we shall defend ourselves to 
the last, if it please God to assist us. But we are not 
pleased at having to fight against fathers, brothers, rela- 
tions, friends, and neighbors to gratify the appetites of the 
priests and monks.'* 

The Friburgers, encouraged by these words, returned 
to the Molard and addressing the priests, said: 'It is 
neither good nor honorable, and above all it is not in ac- 
cordance with your office, thus to excite the people to kill 
one another. It is your duty to be in your houses or at 
church pi-aying to God rather than be thus in arms. 
When the people are at variance, you should reconcile 
them instead of exciting them to shed blood.' These were 
christian words, and the laymen delivered an excellent 
exhortation to the clergy ; but the latter were so enraged 
that they would listen to nothing. After the pacific ad- 

* Choupard MS. Vie de FareL 
i Froment, G^rtcs^ p. 67. 
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dress of the Fribnrgers, * they showed themselves more 
heated than ever in their desire that all should be killed.' 

These worthy merchants, astounded at finding eccle- 
siastics so eager for battle, though'^ that the laymen would 
be more moderate, and went off to parley with the ma- 
gistrates. ' If there is any bloodshed,' they said, ^ all the 
blame will be laid on you. Do your duty : it is yours to 
command; order the two parties to withdraw to their 
homes.' The honor of the magistrates, who at heart de- 
sired peace, was touched, and they resolved to put down 
the tiunult. Turning to the priests, upon whom the whole 
affair depended, they said to them before the people: 
*You must restore peace.' But the clergy would do 
nothing, and indeed excited the people all the more to 
attack the Lutherans. The indignant Friburgers deter- 
mined to frighten them. ' We pray you, sirs, not to be so 
high,' they said, 'for if it should come to fighting, we 

would rather be on their side than on yours They are 

very different soldiers from you, in better order and well- 
armed we have seen them.' Then pointing to the 

listening people, they continued: ^Do you think, sir 
priests, that the men here, who have their children, 
parents, and friends on the other side, wish to kill them 
or to be killed by them for love of you?. . . .Indeed, we 
pray them to withdraw. And if after that you desire to 
attack your enemies, think what you are about; per- 
chance, you may not have the opportunity of returning.' 

The worthy Friburgers did not stop here ; after speak- 
ing to the magistrates and priests, they began to harangue 
the people. Approaching the citizens, they spoke to them 
singly: 'You have sons, relations, and friends on the 
huguenot side ; do you want to kill them, or be killed by 
them ? We advise you to let 'the priests fight it out by 
themselves.' 

Many highly approved of this remonstrance. ' We are 
very foolish,' they said ; ' why should we get killed for 
the priests? Let them defend themselves, if they like. 
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Let them comtend with Holy Scripture and not with the 
sword.' Some whom reasmi coold not couTince were 
seized with fear.* The good sense of the Frihurgers 
dissipated the charm of sacerdotal fanaticism. The nat- 
ural a£^Gtions repressed for a moment, resumed their 
power. ^ Let the a£ur he arranged,' was the crj from all 
quarters; ^Arhitrate, arbitrate.' 

The magistrates, seeing the priests deserted, regained 
their courage. There was not a moment to be lost. The 
council assembled in the middle of the Molard, the ushers 
keeping off the crowd ; the syndics were the first to pro- 
test against the spilling of blood ; many influential coun- 
cilors supported them, and the majority of the people 
seemed to declare in fiivor of peace. Then the premier- 
syndic, Nicholas du Crest, Claude Baud, and Pierre de 
Malbuisson, attended by several captains, advanced to 
treat with De la Maisonneuve and his friends. The fore- 
most of the huguenots, seeing them approach, thought 
that the battle was beginning, and one of them, a prompt 
and energetic man, arranged a piece of artillery, began to 
take aim at the centre of the group, and got ready to 
apply the match. ^ The shot would have made a terrible 
breach,' says Froment. This rapid movement alarmed 
those who were approaching ; on all sides they shouted 
out, ' Peace is made.' At these words the gunner stopped, 
the soldiers drew back, the syndics came forward on one 
6ide,Baudichon and his friends on the other, and the two 
parties conferred together.f 

Confidence was not yet restored. It was agreed to 
give hostages: three notable men were given up on 
each side, and among the six was a canon named Guet. 
Lnmediately the sound of the tnimpet was heard in the 
city, and the herald proclaimed ; ' Every man shall lay 



• EoietMS. Chronr 

t Froment, Gestes de Genhfe, p. 55. — Council Registers, 28th 
Haroh 168S.->Eotet MS. Ckron, liv. ii. eh. 10. 
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down his arms and return quietly home, without quarrel 
or dispute, under pain of heing hanged ; and no one shall 
sing song or ballad, provoking to quarrel, under pain of 
being whipped and banished.' 

The most diverse opinions prevailed at that moment in 
the city. The priests and fervent disciples of Rome could 
find no comfort. Wishing to destroy the Reformation at 
any cost, they thought it very christian-like to put the 
reformed to death. They were particularly envenomed 
against the captain-general ; some of them publicly called 
him a traitor. ' This peace vexes the christians sorely,* 
writes Sister Jeanne ; and accordingly they were heard 
exclaiming : ' We ought now' to despatch them from the 
vxyrld^ in order to be no more frightened or vexed on 
their account.' ' To say the truth,' adds the devout nun, 
* it would have been better than letting them live.'* 

But while some of the catholic leaders, as Wemli and 
Moine, returned home gloomy and discontented, hoping 
that the business was merely adjourned ; others, both 
reformed and catholics, gladly recrossed the thresholds of 
their homes, and were welcomed with tears of joy. Wives 
embraced their husbands, the little children clung round 
their fathers, while the elder ones took off their swords. 
The politicians smiled as they witnessed the joy of some 
and the chagrin of others ; they shook their heads and 
thought that one party or the other would bi*eak the truce 
as soon as they fancied it would be to their interest to do 
so. ' It is a sham peace,' they said.f But nothing could 
console certain of the monks. ' Alas !' they muttered in 
their convents, ' the christians would easily have discom- 
fited and reduced the heretics to subjection, and now these 
wicked ones will gain the supremacy in the city .J 

On the following day (29th March) the council of sixty 

* La SoeurJ. de Jussio, Xe Levain <£u Calvinismeyi^. 56. — Council 
Registers of 28th and 29th March. — Fromcnt, Gestes de GenHCf p. 56. 
i Fromcnt, Gestes de Ge/ihe, p. 56. 
t La Soar J. de Junie, Le Levain ditCalvinisme, pp. 66-56. 
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assembled ' to settle the strife of the day before.' The 
tempest was not j et entirely appeased ; the catholic mem- 
bers of the council looked with threatening eyes on the most 
notable of their colleagues, Jean Philippe, Franyois Faure, 
Claude Roset, and others. These were the men to be 
attacked, they thought, for the strength of the anticlerical 
movement lay with them. But for a time reconciliation 
was all the fashion. They resolved to frame a compro- 
mise which would satisfy both parties : and some of the 
magistrates and principal citizens met to arrange a 
system of uniting Rome and the Gospel.'* 

The Two Hundred, who were joined by many other 
citizens, being assembled oh the 30th March, the premier- 
syndic first liberated the hostages and then proposed the 
&mou8 project of reconciliation. The council having 
accepted it, he forwarded a copy to the captains of each 
company ; and turning to the Abbot of Bonmont, who 
pretty regularly discharged the functions of bishop, con- 
sidering the prelate's continual absence, the chief magis- 
trate said to him : ' Mr. Vicar, I shall give you also a 
copy of this decree, in order that you may take care to 
make your priests live properly.' All the laymen agreed 
that there lay the main difficulty. The sitting broke up. 

Each company was immediately drawn up on its Place 
d'Armes ; the captain stood in the centre : huguenots and 
mamelukes listened to this strange decree which, regulat- 
ing a religious matter, was ordered by the civil authority 
and proclaimed by the soldiers. 

'In the name of God, the Creator and Redeemer, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,' read the captain, and all 
bared their heads. 'In the interest of peace, it is re- 
solved,' continued the officer with sonorous voice, ' that 
all anger, grudges, injuries, and ill-will between any 
soever of our citizens and inhabitants, as well ecclesiastic 
as secular, and also all battery, insult, and reproach, com- 
mitted by one side or the other, be wholly pardoned.' 

* Oonnoil Registera, 29tb March. 
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The listeners ippeared satisfied. 

^Jtem, That every citizen, of what state or condition 
soever he may be, live henceforward in peace, without 
attempting any novelty until it be generally ordered to 
live otherwise.'' — ' Really, here is a reform,' said the hugue- 
nots, * but it is in the future.' 

^ Item. That no one speak against the holy Sacraments, 

and that in this respect every one be left at liberty accord' 
ing' to his conscience.^ , 

Liberty and conscience I what strange words. If the 
people of Geneva gained that, everything was gained. 

' That no one,' continued the captain, ' preach without 
the license of the superior, tlje syndics, and the council ; 
and that the preacher say nothing that is not proved by 
Holy Scripture.'' 

No article caused greater satisfaction. ' Good,' said 
some of the reformed, ' our doctrine is that of Holy Scrip- 
ture.' — ' Good,' said some of the catholics, ' the superior 
will contrive that no heretic preaches.' 

The captain added the prohibition to eat meat on Fri- 
day, to sing songs against one another, or to say ' You 
are a Lutheran,' ' You are a papist.' Moreover he or- 
dered the heads of families to inform their wives and 
children of the decree. The catholic ladies and their boys 
had been sufficient! v forward at the time of the battle not 
to be forgotten. 

The captain having finished said to his company : ' Let 
those who desire peace and love hold up their hands and 
make oath before God»' 

The reformers, who obtained Holy Scripture and liberty 
of conscience, held up their hands. The catholics seeing 
that the episcopal authority and fast days were left them, 
did the same ; but in one of the companies, a huguenot 
who did not care for this mixture, said : ' I refuse !' — ' To 
the Rhone with him,' exclaimed the catholics immediate- 
ly ; 'to the Rhone. Throw him into the Rhone without 
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mercy, like a mad dog.'* Nobody, however, was drowned, 
and next day there was a general procession through the 
city to return thanks to God for the peace. 

The catholics triumphed. Religions liberty and the 
Bible seemed such strange things that they had nothing 
to fear from them. They leajiit the contrary afterwards ; 
but at this time the words looked like a decoy, that had 
no reality, merely intended to attract and catch the hu- 
guenots. On Palm Sunday, a very learned dominican 
(as it was said) come from Auxerre, was commissioned 
to preach the victory of Rome. The crowd was so gi*eat 
that the convent church could not contain it. He was 
conducted to the open sjjl^ce in front of the building, 
where he got up into a pulpit that had been brought out 
for him. Standing proudly before his congregation, the 
disciple of St. Dominic said : * Here I am ready to enter 
into the lists with these preiachers. Let my lords of 
Berne send as many as they like, I will undertake to 
confound them all.' He had a copious flow of ' big words, 
to the great contempt of the Word of God.'f The hugue- 
nots, scarcely able to contain themselves, exclaimed: 
^ These canting knaves desire to blindfold the eyes of the 
simple, so that they may not see the sun which has risen^ 
on us in his brightness.' 

The dominican continued hurling his thunderbolts with- 
out intermission, then suddenly the assembly became dis- 
turbed. The women screamed, the men were agitated 

it was believed that the huguenots were sallying 

from the city (for the convent was in a suburb) and about 
to fall on the congregation. ' Shut the gates ' (of the 
city), cried some ; and the devout were still more fright- 
ened at this exclamation. Some drew their swords, 



* Coancil Registers for the 80th March. -~La Soenr J. de Jussie, 
Le Levain du Calvinisme, p. 69. — Gauticr MS, 

t Gantiep MS. Extracted from the petition presented to B^rne by 
Maisonuenve And Salomon. 
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Others their daggers, all got ready to defend themselves. 
The poor monk, £incying the Lutherans were there 
already and about to put him to death, grew frightened, 
turned pale. . . / and fell out of the pulpit in a famt.' But 
no huguenots appeared. The congregation began to 
enquire into the cause of, the alarm, and discovered a 
young hare which had been let loose among the people, 
and was running here and there between the women's 
dresses. It was a trick played by some foolish jester. 
There was a good deal of laughter in the city at the in- 
trepid champions of Rome who had so heroically drawn 
their daggers against a leveret.* 

A ceremony of another kind, more serious and absorb- 
ing, was in preparation. It was Passion-week, and the 
evangelicals felt the necessity of meeting in a spii-it of 
christian fraternity around the Lord's table. On Holy 
Thui'sday (10th April) four score men and several women 
assembled in the garden at the Pr6 1' Ev^que, First, one 
of them washed the feet of the others, in rememibrance of 
the like act done by our Lord. It was not an idle imita- 
tion with them : they understood Christ's meaning : * re- 
minding them that no one should refuse to descend to 
serve his brethren and equals, however low and abject 
the service might be ;' and they felt that ' if charity is 
abandoned, it is because every one takes more than he 
wants, and despises almost all the others.' After the 
washing of the feet, the holy sacrament was celebrated. 
These energetic men humbled themselves like little child- 
ren before God, and approaching the table in sincere feith, 
ipany experienced that the presence of the Redeemer, 
although spiritual, is real and strengthens the inner man. 

As soon as the news of this celebration became known, 
all the city spoke of it, and sarcasms were not spared. 
'These e/etys,' they said, 'have bitten one after another 

■* Council Registers from 2nd to 11th April, — Gantier MS. — ^Spon, 
Hist. EccL pp. 490-492. 
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into a slice of bread and cheese, in token of peace and 
union. .. .And thereupon the catholics langhed,' sister 
Jeanne informs us.* 

But the laughter was soon changed into fear. As they 
returned from the Pr6 1' Ey^que, several huguenots (and 
some of the most dreaded were among them) walked 
through the streets together. A few silly gossips having 
caught sight of them in the distance, reported everywhere 
that large bodies of heretics were assembling in the 
squares and plotting to prevent the celebration of the 
mass on Easter Sunday. It being Holy Thursday, the 
communion was dbout to be administered in the churches ; 
but the women, terrified by the tales they heard, did not 
dare stir out. The men grasped their arms ; the priests 
and monks did the same ; and both pastors and flock be- 
gan to celebrate the supper of peace, protected by breast- 
plates, daggers, and clubs. All of them kept their ears 
on the watch ; they were agitated at the least noise; but 
no one came to disturb them, and the communion passed 
off quietly.f 

* It will be on Good-Friday then,' said a few of the 
catholics ; ' the huguenots, it is well known, are preparing 
to make a demonstration that day in the Dominicans' 
church, where the monk Auxerre is to preach.' To pre- 
vent such a mishap it was decided that the good £ither 
should preach at St. Pierre's, * the like of which had never 
been seen within the memory of man, on such a day.' 
The canons believed themselves safe in their cathedral, as 
in a fortress. For more security numerous bodies of men 
patroled the city ; one of the chief catholics, M. de Tbo. 
reus, paraded proudly up and down surrounded by a 
troop of bravoes. On Friday morning, priests and wor- 
shipers went armed to St. Pierre's. Some of the re- 
formed were astonished at seeing them under arms oji 

* La SflBnr J. de Jussie, Le Levain du Calvinisme, p. 61. 
t Ibid. p. 60. 
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Buch a day, and reminded them of our Lord's words: 
Put up thy sword in kis sheath. ' That means,' said the 
priests, ^ that it must be kept close until it is time to 
draw it^ Convenient interpretations are always to be 
found. 

These good people were disquieted without a cause : 
there was not the least disturbance, and the preacher of 
Auxerre said whatever he pleased.* But he did not feel 
at ease in the city of the huguenots, and Easter Day was 
no sooner past than he returned 'hastily into his own 
country.' No one dared preach after his departure, which 
greatly surprised devout catholics.f 

The ordinance of the council had forwarded religious 
liberty in Geneva, but it was little more than in theory ; 
the practice was more difficult. In the opinion of some, 
Geneva ought to be entirely reformed ; in the opinion of 
others, entirely catholic : men of decision asked * how 
long they would halt between two opinions ?' and daring 
partisans repeated that the sword alone could cut the 
difficult knot. The premier-syndic, Nicholas du Crest, 
and councilor Roy started for Berae to pray the senate 
not to support the Reform ; while the evangelicals, on the 
other hand, desired that it should be allowed to develope 
itself freely. Many had a fervor of mind, a sincere hun- 
ger and thirst for righteousness ; their souls sought after 
eternal salvation ; and they were as ambitious of heaven- 
ly truth as conquerors are of glory and empire. ' The 
clergy, by depriving them of their ministers, had reduced 
them to simple attempts at mutual edification ; but they 
desired the full preaching of the Gospel, without which 
the church pines away. ' We are suffering from want,' 
they said ; ' we are deprived of our rights. A bold monk 
is perpetually shouting that he is prepared to confound 
all the ministers that Berne is willing to send us. . . .Well 

* La ^ur J. de Jiissioi Levainj p. 60. 
t Ibid. p. 61. 
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then, let us ask Berne for ministers whose leannng and 
eloquence may reduoe these insolent and prating Domini. 
cans to silence.' 

The journey of Syndic du Crest disqoieted Maison- 
neuve. Who can tell but^ the respect due to the chief 
magistrate of the republic may induce the powerful canton 

of Berne to take a £ilse step? He will endeavor to 

prevent so great a misfortune. He communicated his 
intentions to the faithful Salomon, who being full of con- 
fidence in his friend, departed wiUi him immediately on 
this perilous journey.* 

Du Crest and Councilor Roy, arriving at Berne, on the 
6th April, fitncied one day they saw Maisonneuve and 
Salomon in the street. They stopped in surprise, eyed 
them both from head to foot, and looked as if petrified 
....It was really the two huguenots. The premier- 
syndic was exasperated, and going up to them, asked 
rudely, ' What are you doing here ?' * We are told that 
you have instructions to speak against us,' answered 
Maisonneuve: ^we are here to defend ourselves.' The 
next day, when the two magistrates went to the counci], 
they were still more surprised to find the two reformed 
leaders in the outer hall. They hoped at least to enter 
the council-room alone; but no! the door was hardly 
open when the two huguenots went forward unceremo- 
niously with the two magistrates, and sat down quietly 
at their left. Was there then a second power in Geneva, 
which also sent its ambassadors ? 

Maisonneuve was in reality an ambassador ; his heart 
burnt for a great cause — that of the Gospel and of the new 
times. The truth which he represented filled him with 
courage ; he rose first, even before the Grenevan magis- 
trate had spoken, and said with holy boldness: ^Most 
honored lords, we and a great number of our fellow-citi* 

* Conncil Kegisieiv of the 2nd and 11th April. Gantier MS.— ' 
SpoD, HisL EccUs. I. pp. 490-492. 
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sens desire the pure Word of God to be preached in 
Geneva. The Toice of the Gospel, so little beard in times 
of yore, is now resounding throughont Christendom, and 
we do not wish to give up hearing it. Neither banish, 
ment nor threats can reduce us to carelessness and inac- 
tivity.' And then without fearing the premier-syndic, 
who was listening, he continued : ^ My lords, do you know 
to what extremity we are reduced? Our magistrates 
are making war upon us, and trying to drive from Geneva 
that Gospel which you have established in Berne. After 
the visit we paid you recently, they summoned us before 

them And this Nicholas du Crest here present has 

trampled our liberties under foot and spoken to us as if 

we were thieves Instead of answering your letters 

they went from house to house exhorting their partisans 
to take up arms. They rang the tocsin; gathered to- 
gether the canons, priests, and common people ; and con- 
trived a wicked and bloody conspiracy. . . . And why, my 
lords ? We must (they said) cut off the heads of. those 

who went to Berne Behold, most honored lords, the 

value they attach to your citizenship I . . . .0 libeities of 
Geneva ! O alliance of the League I O justice of the laws ! 
....Everything is trodden under foot by priests de- 
termined to leave us for our inheritance nothing but 
slavery and superstition, tears, sighs, and groans. . . .A 
remedy must be applied, and you alone can do it, most 
honored lords. A fanatical monk, who preaches against 
pure religion, has offered to enter the lists against every 
minister of the Gospel you may send us. . . .Do what he 
asks . . . Grant to us and our brethren one of your preach- 
ers. Obtain for him a public place where he may freely 
declare the Word of God. Let him combat with this 
dominican in a properly regulated discussion, and thus 
ensure the triumph of the Gospel.' 

Maisonneuve knew the risk he incurred by speak- 
ing with so much frankness, and he thei*efore added: 
'Perhaps you will also see that this just request does 
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not prevent our returnrng home and liyiAg there in 
peace.'* 

The syndic and the Genevan councilor, lyho had not 
expected such a speech, were embarrassed. Having come 
as accasers, they found themselves accused. The angry 
looks of the Bernese councilors disturbed the magistrate 
of Geneva still more than the words of the protestant 
ambassador. The avoyer, turning to the syndic, asked 
him whether he had any answer to make. ' We have no 
orders on the subject, and, therefore have nothing to say,' 
was his reply. * Well then,' said the lords of Berne, * we 
will send a deputation to Geneva shortly, to see what is 
going on there with regard to religion.'f 

The council rose. It seemed as if a favorable wind 
was about to blow on the evangelical ship. But a Storm 
was preparing, which might perhaps dash it to pieces. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

SBCOKD ATTACK, IN WHICH THE LEADEB PERISHES. 

(Mat 4» 1533.) 

The Reformation of Geneva numbered in its ranks the 
fiiends, not only of evangelical truth, but of political lib- 
erty. There was both good and evil in this. The vigor- 
ous hand of the huguenots may possibly have been neces- 
sary to restrain the intrepid mamelukes ; but it was to be 
regretted that the arms of the flesh shone beside those of 
the spirit. If reasoning by syllogism is bad in religious 
subjects, reasoning by the pike is worse still. Some 

* Requete de cenx dc Geneve. — Council Registers of 11th April, 
1533.— Gantier MS.— Spon, Hist, Eccles,, p« 491. 
t Ibi4. 
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partisans of the Reform gave a new version of the Com- 
pel them to come in of the Romish Charch, by practicing 
a little of the Compel them to go otU. Both of them need 
a little indulgence. The human mind having been kept 
in darkness for ten centuries, required a lengthened edu- 
cation before it could understand that it is unholy to 
employ in religion any other weapons than those of free 
conviction. 

There was another kind of hostility, pretty fi*eqiient in 
those times, and more conformable to the manner of our 
days than swords and gims — ^the use of ridicule. The 
Grenevans of both schools usually began with legitimate 
discussions, the catholics alleging the inMlibility of the 
pope, and the reformed opposing them with that of the 
Word of God. They debated on this subject in the 
streets and in the convents, around the fire and even in 
the council. But they often passed from discussion to 
ridicule. One day, when the priests were walking in 
procession and singing aloud the prayers for the conver- 
sion of heretics, some huguenots standing at the comer 
of a street, fancying a resemblance between their harsh 
chants and the voice of a certain thick-skinned animal, 
said laughingly to one another : ' Give some thistles to 
those noisy braying donkeys.' 'Alas!' exclaimed the 
nuns in their cloister,' they make so many jests that yoq 
could not write them down in a year !' It is Sister 
Jeanne who records this fact, but her narrative is so full 
of fables that we can not guarantee its authenticity.* 

Most of the priests were stronger in arm than in mind, 
and preferred- a fight with swords to one with words. 
That devout canon and valiant knight Messire Pierre 
Wernli was bursting with rage. He harangued in the 
convents, in private houses, and even in the streets ; he 
wished to fight and prove, halberd in hand, that supreme 
respect was due to the papacy. He held frequent con^ 

* La SoDnr J. de Jussie, Le Levain du Calmnumef p. 62. 
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ferences with the heads of the party, both lay and eccles* 
iastic, at Percival de Pesmes', at M, de Thorens', or at 
the vicar-episcopars. All kept their eyes and ears open, 
determined to take advantage of the first opportunity to 
secure the triumph of their cause. Th§y thought the 
time for action had come at last. 

It was now the beginning of May, the date of the fair 
at Lyons, at that time much frequented by the Genevans. 
Some of the principal huguenots hesitated, however, to 
go there. It seemed difficult for them to leave Geneva 
just at that moment, for all the indications of a storm 
were visible in the sky. They believed, however, they 
should have time to make the little journey before the 
crisis arrived. Some of the more daring among them 
posted up bills with the words : * Let us go to the fair 
before the war and deliverance of Geneva/ They de- 
parted, and in certain secret meetings it was said that the 
huguenots who remained behind ought to be killed, and 
the gates shut against those who were away : thus the 
religion of Geneva would be saved. But in the opinion 
of others, it was proper that the pomps of religious wor- 
ship should form a prelude to these combals.of the faith. 

Sunday, the 4th of May, was the feast of the Holy 
Windingsheet. The linen cloth, in which the body of 
Jesus Christ was buried, and on which (it was said) the 
print of his face had remained, was exhibited that day in 
Geneva, and on other days in ten or twelve difierent 
cities which all pretended to possess it. At the moment 
when the reform was endeavoring to restore Christ's 
true image to the church, such as it is found in Holy 
Scripture, the most ardent partisans of Catholicism were 
found exhibiting on a sheet the features, which sixteen 
centuries, as they alleged, had not been able to efface. 
To give more importance to the feast, the vicar-general 
entrusted the service to PieiTC Wemli, who waj^looked 
upon as one of the most important of the canons, and was 
at the head of the most bellicose. The congregation was 
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large. Great fenror, internal emotion, and ardent pray- 
ers rendered the service that day more than nsaally so- 
lemn. Wernli, who had put on his dnest sacerdotal robes, 
presided over the ceremony with religions enthusiasm 
and swelling pride. He was fanatical but sincere. His 
motto was: ^ Everything for the honor of God and holy 
church.' Convinced of the efficacy of the sacrifice of the 
mass, he repeated the introU^ chanted the offertory, con- 
secrated the host, and went through the elevation. The 
sympathetic accents that rose from his heart resounded 
through the arches of the cathedral. ^ What a fine voice I* 
said some ; *' what a fine man ! There is not such another 
officiator in the world, and we have not seen so fine a 
service in Geneva for these ten years I'* Afler the mass 
of the Holy Windingsheet, the catholics could not doubt 
of the approaching triumph of the church. 

A now contest was about to begin. We do not forget 
the small extent of the field of battle. ' We are not de» 
scribing the destinies of the empire of the Persians or the 
Romans, of the Russians or the Germans ; but those of 
a little city, surrounded by a narrow territory. Here, 
everything is on a small scale ; yet the combat of which 
we are about to speak led to the return of the prince- 
bishop ; and if the plans formed between that ecclesiast- 
ical prince, the duke of Savoy, and the emperor himself 
had been carried into execution at that moment, as eveiy- 
thing seemed to forebode, liberty and the reformation 
would have perished in Geneva. Would that loss have 
produced no effect ? Are we mistaken in thinking that 
the great battle which was to last during all the 16th 
century — a battle which the gospel and liberty fought 
against Rome^ Jesuitism, and the Inquisition, and which 
is undoubtedly the most important of modern times—* 
might not have had the same issue, if this little cityy*so 
full of living faith and heroic courage, had not fought in 

* Xis ScBor J. de Josate, Le Leoain, p. 68. 
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the ranks, and imparted to protestantism the «dgor ne- 
cessary to cooqaer formidable enemies? When thej 
bear of these petty struggles, many of the friends of lib- 
erty and the gospel perhaps may say : ^ Let us not des- 
pise such little things. It is we whom the narrative con- 
cerns. These people were the first to fight for the pre- 
cious gifts which we now enjoy in peace.' 

Wernli did not intend to remain satisfied with a mass : 
he believed a fight was necessary. . He had hardly laid 
aside his robes, his cross, and stole, when he thought of 
donning his armor : this was part of his piety. He had 
no trouble in persuading his brethren, for the priests were 
more zealous than the laymen in these disturbances.* 
The first battle having proved a failure, they prepared 
for a second. In the reformation of Geneva facts play as 
important a part as ideas. The great questions of rights, 
liberty, and truth were not elaborated simply in the 
studies of a fewlawyjers or divines, but were discussed 
around the hearths of burghers, at the meetings of evan- 
gelicals, and in the general council of the citizens, and 
were decided in the streets in the midst of formidable 
struggles. Ideas became acts; doctrines gave birth to 
events; theories set men's hearts beating, armed their 
hands, and produced great deliverances. There may 
have been some evil in this mighty activity, but it was 
an unavoidable evil. 

On the afternoon of the festival, Wernli and a great 
number of other ecclesiastics met in council at the vicar- 
episcopaPs. They bitterly regretted that the good-nature 
of the Friburgers and the weakness of the syndics had 
caused the failure of their plot. They had lost the game, 
and must begin again. A project adjourned needs not 
on that account be given up. The catholics should take 
advantage of the time when the absence of the principal 
huguenots would make the victory easy. 



Froment, Gestes de Genevcy p. 65. — Oaatiep BIS. 
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During this discussion a few citizens of both parties 
were promenading near the Rhone, apparently thinking 
only of taking a little recreation. It was the evening of a 
holiday, and the setting sun poured its rays in floods of 
flame upon the lake. The west was on fire, the water 
reflected the image of the sky, and flashed with bright 
and flickering colors. But the citizens thought little 
at this moment of the beauties of nature. However great 
the apparent calm without, their souls were agitated by 
fierce passions. By degrees they entered into conversa- 
tion ; they spoke of religion, as was their custom ; they 
debated with warmth, then they began to dispute and to 
abuse each other, and finally hands were raised and blows 
were struck. 

The sun set; the brightness died away, all grew pale 
round the city, and daylight was fading 'into darkness. 
The hour, so favorable for walking, had attracted many 
abroad ; the noise drew still more. Huguenots and mame- 
lukes, catholics and reformed, hurried to the Molard. 
*What is the matter?' they asked. The parties were 
already forming into two distinct groups. Every one as 
he arrived joined his friends ; they arranged themselves 
in order, they soon counted their numbers, and two 
bands drew up face to face. Some of the more impetu- 
ous went in front and excited the crowd. The gaoler of 
the episcopal prisons and his brother, both great brawl- 
^ ers, who handled the dagger cleverly, ' very riotous men' 
(says a manuscript) thorough bravoes of the 16th century, 
were among the most violent. Monks and priests of the 
lower rank mingled with the people in the square, while 
their superiors were in consultation at the vicar-episco- 
pal's. They excited the crowd, and complained loudly 
that the Friburgera had hindered them on the 28th 
March from destroying the heretics, which, they held, 
would have been a necessary severity. 

Meanwhile the two parties, though already face to 
face, apparently did not think of coming to blows. One 
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Pinet, Bent by the clergy * to apply the match, began to 
work upon the people.' He glided from group to group, 
and strove to inflame the minds of the catholics. *' Who 
will fight along with me on behalf of his religion ?' he 
said. Then turning towards the huguenots, he challenged 
them, shouting out, with an oath: ^Your creed is a 
rascally one, you Lutherans ! If there is a man among 
you wiUing to maintain the contrary, let him come here 
and fight."*' This challenge was repeated several times, 
but the reformed feared a disturbance. /Peace has been 
made,' said they, ^ do not break it.' Some of them added : 
* Be on your guard, Pinet is a sad scamp.' Nobody 
would ^ take the bait.' One huguenot, however, the im« 
patient Ami Perrin, could not contain himself; provoked 
by the priest's agent, he rushed upon him and nearly 
killed him. Both huguenots and catholics ran between 
them to separate them. Peace was restored or at least 
seemed to be ; but a spark had been struck out, and the 
fire was about to be kindled.f 

A young Catholic, Marin de Yersonay, agitated by the 
scene which he had just witnessed, left the square and 
hurried up the Rue du Perron. Versonay was a man of 
narrow mind but ardent imagination, and ^natically at- 
tached to the Romish Church, which he looked upon as 
the sole and exclusive source of holiness and everlasting 
happiness. Moreover he had an unbounded affection for 
his cousin Percival de Pesmes, and the profoundest respect 
for the sovereignty of the bishop. His ancestors had 
conferred great services upon Greneva. In 1476 his grand- 
father Aymon, councilor to the bishop John Louis of Sa- 
voy, had lent his plate to the city to quiet the Swiss, who 
threatened it with pillage. The young nobleman wished 
to do for Geneva more than his grand&ther had done — ^he 



« ryoment, Gesies^ p. 67. 

t Froment, Ge$Ua de Gehhe, p. 57. — La Bona J. de Jaatie, Le 
hecain du Calvinisme, p. 61. 
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wished to destroy heresy. His wife, with whom the 
priests were great fiiends^ urged him on night and day * 

The members of the episcopal council, the canons and 
principal priests, were all armed and waiting at Messire 
de Bonmont's house the issue of this skirmish. At every 
noise they pricked up their ears, fancying they heard the 
footsteps of a messenger ; but none appeared, and every- 
thing seemed to betoken that peace would not be disturbed. 
Pinet had withdrawn in confusion, and Perrin, notwith- 
standing his natural impetuosity, knew very well that the 
refoimed did not wish to take the initiative and break the 
public peace. Tranquillity was restored. A few citizens 
of both parties still remained in the Molard, but many of 
the catholics and huguenots had left, and to seal their 
concord had gone to drink together, saying that they m- 
tended to remain friends. The match had gone out.f 

Young de Versonay and the impetuous canon were go- 
ing to rekindle it. The former, whose imagination had 
been excited, directed his steps to De Bonmont's house. 
He knocked violently at the gate and shouted aloud: 
*Help! help! they are killing all good christians!' At 
the sound of these imprudent words the canons and priests 
/caught fire ; some remained doubtful and motionless, but 
Pierre Wemli, 'that good knight,' immediately sprang to 
his feet. The service he had celebrated in the cathedral 
was hardly over, when he had thought of another, and 
said to himself that this very day the Reformation must 
be buried in a winding-sheet from which it should never 
rise again. Accordingly, after taking off his sacerdotal 
robes, he had put on his breast-plate and cuishes, belted 
bis sword to his side, seized his heavy halberd, and thus 
armed,! had gone to the vicar-episcopal's. Immediately 
Wemli heard Versonay's voice, he thought the hour was 

♦ Contemporary MS. — ^Froment, Gestes de Gehhe, p. 58. 
t Froment, Gestes de GentvCy p. 57. — La Soenr J. de Jitsue, Le Lc^ 
vain du Cahinisme^ p. 61. — Galiffe, Notices gSniaiogigueSf I. p. 48. 
t La SoBur J. de Jussie, Le Levain, &c,, p. 62. 
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come. Standicg in the midst of the priests, and grasping 
his weapon, he invited his colleagues by a glance to follow 
him. Many hesitated, and then, * burning with love of 
God,' says one of his greatest admirers, ' this good cham- 
pion of the faith, seeing that nobody got ready for the 
^ght, lost patience, would not wait for the other church- 
men, and went out first with fiery courage.'* The die 
was cast ; the battle was about to begin, for no one was 
able to stop the impetuous canon. 

However, three other priests, less notable, but quite as 
violent — Bertholiet, Manillier, and Servant — ran to St. 
Pierre's and ordered the ringers to sound the tocsin loudly 
and hurriedly. These men, themselves alarmed at what 
was told them about the riot, rang immediately, 'to the 
great terror of christians,' say-s sister Jeanne. Over all 
the city swelled tjie majestic voice of Clemencej an ancient 
bell, well known at Geneva, which bears this inscription 
on the rim : 

EGO YOCOB CLXMKNTIA. 

AYE MARIA, GRATIA ' PLENA. 

PLEBXM YOCOy CONYOCO CLERUU, 

VOX MEA CUNCTORUU 

' FIT TERROR DEMONIORUSC. 

In truth Clemence at this moment * was calling the peo- 
ple and convoking the clergy,^ and as for the 'demons, 
whom her voice was to affright.' .... they were the re- 
formed — at least in the eyes of the priests. The hugue- 
nots who remained in the Molard, thought that the pa- 
pists meditated returning to the attack and killing them 
ii> their houses. The darkness increased the agitation 
caused by the dismal sounds from the belfry. 'What is 
the matter?' said the citizens. 'The heretics are as- 
sembling in the principal square to plunder the churches,' 
answered some of the catholics. 'Let us rally on the 

* La Soenr J. de Jussie, Le Levaaif pp 61-62. 
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Other side, in front of the stalls,' was vhe reply. Some 
said truly that it was a fiilse alarm ; ttat the huguenots 
had gone to the river bank simply for a walk, as is every- 
where customary on a Sunday evening, and that they 
were already returning home ; but the more violent would 
listen to nothing; they hurried from all quarters, sum- 
moned by the tocsin, and displayed their banners. On 
the side of the stalls they shouted with all their might : 
* Rally here, all christians, and be of good heart in de- 
fence of holy faith.' And great was the tumult among 
them. It was quite pityful to hear their cnes in the 
streets.* The other churchmen, who at the first moment 
had hesitated to follow the canon, took courage, and leav- 
ing the vicar's house, descended to the Molard. 

In the priests' eyes it was a decisive moment. A great 
number of them, no doubt, thought only of their personal 
interests, but many believed that the issue of the struggle 
was a question of life or death for Catholicism in Geneva. 
They shuddered when they saw those whom they termed 
unnatural children, turning away from the bosom of their 
mother's breast — the papacy. ' These curious and rebel- 
lious minds,' they said, ' imagine that they will overthrow 

the Church but the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. . . .0 bride of Christ! thou who procurest for 
us the chaste and everlasting embraces {castas celemosque 
amplexus) of the divine Spouse, we are thine for ever !' 

Wernli had made up his mind to give his life, if ne- 
cessary, for the cause of Rome. This was not with him 
the hasty resolution of a moment. Seeing the progress 
of the Reformation, he had vowed to sacnfice everything 
for its destruction, and it was with this intention he now 
descended from the neighborhood of St. Pierre's to the 
Molard. It was necessary to accomplish on the 4th May 
what the 28th March had been unable to do. ' Werali 
desii'ed to be the first,' says Froment, Ho support as a 

* *■ La Sodor J. de Jussie, Le Levain, pp. 67-68. 
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man of war the holy mother Church.* He was both the 
hero and the victim of this unportant day. Yainlj did 
the people shont to him on every side that * Peace was 
made;'. . . .he would hear nothing. *He was the most 
obstinate and the maddest of the priests.'* Full of 
venom and devotion for the cause of popery, he ex- 
claimed : ^Ho I all good christians to my aid.' Many lay- 
men and clerks joined him, and they proceeded hurriedly 
towards the square. ^The canond and other churchmen 
were the firet under the flag,' says Sister Jeanne. In a 
short time fifteen hundred men, *many of them priests,' 
were assembled.f 

During this time, other ecclesiastics were gathering in 
arms in the court of St. Pierre, so as to stop the hugue- 
nots who might desire to go to the scene of the tumult. 
Three reformers, coming from the Bourg du Four, soon 
arrived with hasty steps in front of the cathedraL The 
sacerdotal corps immediately barred the way, and the 
priests began to attack them. One of them was 'un- 
fortunate enough to receive tuoenty-eight wounds at their 
hands, and fell to the ground.' As for the other two, 
* the dogs took flight,' says the bulletin of St. Claire.! 

At this moment Wernli and his followers reached the 
Molard. The night was dark, the stars above gave a 
faint light : men appeared like shadows, and it was hard 
to distinguish friends from foes. Obscure and confused 
noises, inarticulate sounds, marks of approbation or of 
anger, issued from the darkness. It was like the hoarse 
roaring of the sea before the storm burst forth. For a 
few seconds there was a dead silence, then on a sudden 
loud shouting. When the canon arrived, armed from 
head to foot, he heard the cries of the reformers, and, 

♦ Fpoment, Gestcs de Genhve, p. 68. 

t La ScBur J. de Jussie, Le Lcvam du Calvinisme, p. 61. — Froment, 
Gesies de Geneve^ pp. 57-68. 

X * Cos chicDs prirent la fnite.* — Le Lev tin du Calvinisme, p. 63« 
Gautier l^fS. Council Kegisters of May 11. 
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Stirred with anger, he flourished liis halberd, and pointing 
it in their direction, shouted out in his Friburg patois: 
'Dear God! where are these Lutherans who speak ill of 
our law?. ...God's blood! where are they?'* With a 
coarse oath, he turned round to his followers, and said, 
* Courage, good christians ! do not spare those rascals.' 
One might fancy him the giant Goliath, who, with a hel- 
met of brass upon his head, and armed with a coat of 
mail, came forth, spear in hand, to defy the army of 
Israel.f 

The warlike canon had hardly given the signal when 
the combat began. It was a fine spring night, everything 
was pale and grey; it was, as we have said, easy to 
make mistakes ; the silence and obscurity imparted a cer- 
tain solemnity to the struggle. The shadows moving 
about the Molard became agitated; they rushed upon 
each other, and dealt frequent blows in the darkness. 
One shadow ran after another, but on both sides they 
fought desperately and at close quarters. From time to 
time theVe was a brief gleam ; sword met sword, and 
flashed fire. The violent Perrin and the zealous Claude 
Bernard were at the head of the huguenots, and struck , 
stoutly. Among the catholics, John Rosetti and Canon 
Viole were those who rushed with greatest fury upon 
their advensaries. All four fell wounded on the spot. 
Others besides them were hit, and their blood flowed ; 
but they were not noticed, and the combatants trampled 
the wounded under foot, until their friends, i*ecognizing 
them, carried them to some neighboring house. A blow 
more famous than all was about to be struck ; a victim 
more notable was about to bite the dust. 

Wernli, who had remained at the top of the square, 
unable to see his enemies, was challenging them with all 
the strength of his lungs. ' Where are they ?' he kopt on 

* * Char Dey, o sont tey ees tonx Luth^rians .... Sang "Dey, o 
son toy ?* — Choupard MS. Froment, Gestes de GenhvCf p. 68. 
f 1 Samuel zvii. 
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shouting and swearing; 'Where are these Lutherans 
who speak ill of our law ?' Some huguenots who were 
not in the square, hut in the Rue de la Croix d'Or (all the 
adjoining streets were full of catholics and reformers), 
answered him, ' They are here.' The canon, who could 
not see, but who could hear, rushed halberd in hand in 
the direction whence the reply came. He reached his 
enemies, striking them with the head and the butt of his 
weapon, which he handled as easily as his breviary. By 
killing Lutherans he hoped to kill Lutheranism itself. 

The husfuenots whom he had attacked did not remain 
idle, but parried the* priest's blows with their naked 
swords. At last, one of them, whom the long and pointed 
blade provoked, sprang forward, caught hold of the hal- 
berd, broke it in two and flung the pieces away. The 
hero of the clergy, finding himself deprived of his favor- 
ite weapon, lost not a moment ; he drew his two-handed 
sword and rushed upon his adversaries, cutting and 
thrusting like a Switzer of Grandson. The huguenots, 
finding themselves so vigorously attacked, no longer 
stood upon the defensive ; they fell upon the champion 
of the papacy. 'They charged him,' says Sister Jeanne, 
who adds, 'but he defended himself valiantly.' His 
breastplate protected his body from the neck to the 
waist, so that all the blows aimed at him glanced oflT, ' so 
completely and cunningly was he armed.'* At last a 
man named Pierre I'Hoste, as is believed, a poor carman, 
impatient at the long struggle, looking upon Wernli as a 
soldier and not a priest, approached him, and, moving 
round him in search of the weak point in his armor, 
plunged his sword into his body. The canon staggered 
and fell. ' Thus was the blasphemer killed, and he lay 
in the square without moving hand or foot.'f The strug- 
gle occurred in front of the house of Councilor Chau- 



* La Soeur J. de Jussio, p. 63. 
t Fn ment, Gestet de Geritoc p. 50. 
18* 
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temps, one of the most zealous of the evangelicals. Wernli 
fell on the steps. They that take the sword' sihaU perish 
with the sward.* Some priests who were near, seeing 
their captain fall, fled each to his convent or to the clois- 
ter of St. Pierre.f 

The death of the general did not, however, pnt an end 
to the fight. Priests with their partisans, and hnguenots, 
were still exchanging blows when the syndic of the 
guard, the head of the military department, arrived. He 
raised his official baton and ordered the citizens to retnm 
to their houses. De Ohapeaurouge, commander of the 
cavalry, zealously assisted him, ' Stop !' they both ex- 
claimed. All their calling was useless, so great was the 
popular emotion, and so inflamed was their courage, says 
the chronicle. The syndic, advancing into the midst of 
the combatants, conjured them to separate ; but he re- 
ceived a blow on the head from the hands of a priest. J 
What the canon's death had not been able to do, the 
magistrate's wound accomplished. This incident pnt an 
end to the contest. The reformed, full of respect for the 
syndic, sheathed their swords and withdrew to their 
homes. 

Some priests, however, with a few of their partisans 
refused to obey. They were unwilling to fail this time, 
and did not intend that their project should come to 
nothing. They were determined to bury the reform. 
Exasperated bands paraded the streets, challenging and 
insulting the huguenots, who refused to chastise the brag- 
gart priests. Even this forbearance did not appease the 
fanatics ; they continued their provocations until day- 
break. * All night the christians were under arms,' says 
Sister Jeanne, ' seeking those wicked dogs ; but it was of 
no good, for they were all hidden I'§ When daylight 

• St, Matthew xxvi. 52. 
, t Choupard MS. — Eoset MS. Chron, liv. ii. ch. xvi. t Ibid. 

^ La ScBur J. dr Jueeie, Le Levain du Calvinirme, p. 63. — Counoil 
Registem of tht 4 h and 23rd May. 
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begau to appear, the clergy and their allies, fatigned with 
the tamultuous night, went off to bed, and thus ended 
their second attack. Now they will try to crbtain by 
intrigue and terror, what arms have failed to procure 
♦hem. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

THE canon's death MADE A WEAPON AGAINST THE 

BEFOEM. 

(May to July 1533.) 

Wbenli's death was to be fruitful in serious conse* 
quences. The priests were about to show what the 
violent death of an ecclesiastic might mean, and the ter- 
rible consequences it carries with it. To sacrifice the 
liberties of Geneva and the evangelical reformation on his 
tomb, was, ii^ their opinion, the only offering that could 
appease heaven. 

Next morning at sunrise, a few citizens left their 
bouses and proceeded towards the field of battle. They 
perceived a man, dressed like a warrior, lying on the 
steps of a house ; a great sword lay a few paces off. They 

approached, stooped down and touched him he was 

stark dead ..... it was the canon, Messire Pierre Wernli. 
His body had lain all night in the street, unobserved by 
every one. As Councilor Ohautemps, a peaceable man, 
had remained indoors, the body had not been perceived. 
The cuirass bore the marks of the blows received by the 
champion of the priests. His garments were bloody and 
his features still wore a fierce look. Those who gazed 
upon him were moved. A canon, a chief of the church, 
be who the dav before had officiated with so much state 
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at St. Pierre's, surrounded by all the pomps of the ser- 
vice, had been struck down by the huguenots . . . and 
there he lay dead. Some ran off to spread the news : 
* Messire Pierre lies bathed in blood near the Molard.' 
Canons and priests, monks and mamelukes, and even the 
huguenots, ran out and surrounded the dead body. 'AH 
the city was troubled when they found the corpse.' * The 
devout knelt down, and striking their breasts, exclaimed 
with tears : ' O blessed martyr, sacrificed to God !' Ac- 
cording to some good catholics, he took his place in the 
ranks of the confessors who, like Thomas ^ Becket, had 
been put to death for honoring the holy Roman Church. 
This species of canonization disgusted the huguenots: 
*What!' they said, 'a priest fights with the halberd and 
sheds the blood of citizens — ^he turns soldier, and you 
make him a saint ! Rather recognize in his death the just 
judgment of God.' f At that moment there came up a 
woman of mean appearance, who fell shrieking on the 
body. She pressed it in her arms, with many sighs and 
groans. She was the canon's housekeeper, they said ; but 
the manuscript which records this incident gives her a 
more significant name.J 

This death was a great event, and the members of the 
council felt the liveliest apprehensions. Wemli was not 
only a canon, but a Friburger, and belonged to a power- 
ful family. What would not be the wrath of his fellow- 
citizens! 'Had we known of this murder last evening,' 
said the mamelukes, 'the sword would have taken ven- 
geance on Messire Pierre's assassins, and the night would 
have been a night of terror and death.' Their rage would 
have been so great that they would have entered every 
house and made a general massacre. But the abler men 

* Council Registers of 4th and 25th May. 

t * Justa Nemesi gloriosus ille miles foedo ictit/ (Sec— Spanheim, 
Geneva restituta, p. 60. 

t La So9ur J. de Jussie, Le Levain du Cdlmnisme^ p. 63, — Council 
Registers of dth and 6th May.— Roset MS. Ckron, 



CHAP.XYin. WBBNIJ'S BELATIONS ABBIYK. 421 

of the party made lei^s noise, and thought of the ad- 
vantage they might deiive from the catastrophe. The. 
most extreme measures now became legitimate, and the 
canon*s death was to result in the triumph of the pope. 
Even now, a few catholics assembling round the corpse, 
traded upon the scene, and uncovering Wemli's wounds, 
pointed them out to tl\^ people, and thus sought to arouse 
their auger. Others succeeded in preventing the gates 
from being opened, lest the huguenots who had crossed 
swords with the canon should escape. When the re- 
formed heard that the city was closed, although it was 
broad daylight, they asked if it was intended to murder 
them, and some immediately armed themselves and went 
to Baudichon de la Maisonneuve's house.* 

About nine o'clock the body was lifted up and carried 
into Chautemp's house, where it was placed decently on 
a bed. The cuirass was taken off, the stains of blood 
washed away ; it was arrayed in the priest's canonical 
robes, and the devout folks knelt around it. Evei-y mo- 
ment other catholics, men and women, took the places of 
those who left. The same day, at five in the afternoon, 
an immense procession descended from St. Pierre's to do 
honor to this 'blessed martyi*.' Tlie priests placed the 
canon on a showy bier, and when they came out of the 
' house, ' the people uttered a loud cry.' f Some of the re- 
formed joined in the funeral train; all enmity (they 
thought) should perish in the presence of the dead. The 
body was taken into the cathedral, and buried at the foot 
of the great crucifix. The council, wishing to hold the 
balance even, imprisoned a few men who passed for the 
most violent of both parties.J 

Five days later, a herald from Friburg and many of 

* Oonncil Registers of 4th and 6th May.— La Sofiur J. de Jussie, Le 
Levain du Calvinismey pp. 63-64. — Gautier MS. 

t La SoBur J. de Jussio, Le Levain du Calvinisme, p. 64. 

t Ibid. — Council Registers of 2nd July, 1683. — Fronient, Gestet de 
Oeniv$, p. 69. 
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Wernli^o relatives appeared in deep mourning, and de- 
manded that the body should' be given up to them ; they 
also called for signal reparation. At five o'clock the same 
day, the body was exhumed in the presence of an immense 
crowd, and, wonder unheard-of I the canon stood upright, 
and the blood flowed from his wound as fresh as if he had 
been alive. 'Of a truth,' said those in the cathedral, 
^ this is a miracle, a testimony borne to the holy Roman 
faiith, for the maintenance of which his body was mangled. 
His blood ciies for revenge.'* 

But the reformed said that popery is i^ll of such cheats 
(piper ies) and idle dreams, opposed to common sense, by 
means of which impostors deceive the simple. They be- 
lieved that when the Son of God became man, many signs 
of divine power had accompanied that great miracle ; and 
that if the sun acts upon the earth, and transforms a poor 
grain of wheat into a magnificent ear of com, it is very 
reasonable to admit that he who created the sun exercises 
his sovereign action here whenever he wills it, and effects 
transformations still more marvelous; but they would 
not suffer the tricks of men to be placed in the same rank 
with the interventions of the supreme power of the Crea- 
tor. The miracle having been confirmed hjeiglu hundred 
witne99S$j says Sister Jeanne, the body was laid in acoffin 
and carried to the lake, all the priests singing, while the 
women and some of the devout made the air re-echo with 
their cries and groans. The coffin was placed in a boat 
and taken to Fribnrg.f 

The priests thonght the moment had now come for get- 
ting rid of the evangelicals fi>r ever. At first, the reform 
bad been a mere thread of water, bnt the thread had snd. 
denly increased, and become like an Alpine torrent, which, 
if it were not checked, would overthrow the altars and 

^ La Sttor J. de Jossie, p. 65. 

i CouneU R^pstcn o: 9th May. — La Soenr J. de Joan;, Le Xrt&a 
«bft CaAimwac, pp. 64r-6l .— Gaotier MS.— FioaaeB^ GtsUs ie GciJsk€ 
pw69. 
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sweep away crosses, images and holy water, priests and 
prelates. Had not an illustrious canon been attacked and 
carried away by this devastating flood ? 'Now,' said the 
priests, 'must be accomplished what our Lord told the 
apostles : He that hath no sword, let him sell his gar- 
llient and biiv one. If we do not crush these accursed 
Lutherans now, they will never cease to trouble the 
churches, to plunder, beat, and kill .... Let us sell every- 
thing, even our wallets, to procure spears and swords.' * 
They set the example ; they never went out except well 
supplied with arms under their frocks. The sisters of St. 
Claire and all the devout women of Geneva exclaimied 
with delight on seeing the clergy so resolved : 'Ah, if the 
clerks were not so stout-hearted, these ravening wolves 
would exterminate us.' f But the more reasoniible of the 
men saw that the clubs of the priests would not sufQce 
alone. ' The hour is come,' said they at Geneva and Fri- 
burg, at Chambeiy, and wherever Rome had Mthful fol- 
lowers ; ' the bishop must return to Geneva, and resume 
his former authoiity.' A deputation started from Friburg 
for Arbois to. entreat Pierre de la Baume to return to his 
episcopal city. 

Since the death of Besan^n Hugues, the bishop had 
taken no steps to recover his power. Wounded by what 
had occurred in his principality, he kept his vexation to 
himself, made up his mind to remain quiet, and sought 
consolation at Arbois in good living. 'I have received 
your capons,' he wrote, ' send me some fish. I have been 
enjoying myself, and am much better supplied with pro- 
visions here than at Geneva.' He was at heart neither 
wicked nor cruel ; he had taste, education, and talent, and 
his conversation abounded in wit. But he had two pas- 
sions — ^the table and money, besides a weak and selfish 
temper which made him incline one time to the duke, an- 
other to Geneva, and appear servile or tyrannical accord- 

* Le Loeain du Cdvinume^ p. 66. t Ilnd. 
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iDg as he hoped to obtain anything by basenesH or by des- 
potism. The denevans, and particularly the hngaenots, 
knew him well. ' He wants to ride one and lead the other^ 
said Robert Yandel, ' and does nothing except for his own 
advantage.' 

When the Friburgers arrived at Arbois, they drew him 
from his stupid tranquility, disturbed his feasting, and 
firmly represented to him that they wanted to know 
whether he desired to maintain cathoUcism in Geneva, or 
to let it perish. They even attacked him with personal 
arguments, which they knew must have great force for 
him. ^Return to your city, my lord,' they said, 'to re- 
cover your lost authority, and protect your threatened 
rents.' But La Baunie was too timid, and would will- 
ingly hav^ lived anywhere except in his own diocese and 
principality. He defended his absenteeism in a singular 
manner. 'Many of these heretics have uttered great 
threats against me,' he said ; ' they will kill me like poor 
Wemli.' * A mightier voice than that of Friburg now 
made itself heard. 

The condition of Geneva was known in all catholic 
countries. Men were uneasy everywhere; even Pope 
Clement Vll, felt anxious.. He did not admire those ec- 
clesiastics who, following the example of Leo X., neglected 
business for pleasure. Li some places the catholics im. 
agined that if the Reform were crushed in Geneva, the 
recoil would act on the Reformation in general ; that the 
other protestant nations would feel its effects, and that 
such a defeat would be the beginning of the end. Re- 
presentations to this effect reached the pope from every 
side, and he, being a skilful politician and having the sav- 
ing of the Roman court at heart, wrote to the bishop : 'I 
command you to proceed to Geneva immediately you re- 
ceive this bull, under pain of excommunication. It is not 



* Sordet, MSmoires d^ArcMologie, ii.p. 19. — Goiincil RegiBters, May 
10.— <3aatier MS. 
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singular that yon pass your life in a foreign province as if 
you were not the pastor of that city ? You, by your ab- 
sence, are tha cause of all the misfortunes with which it 

is afflicted Go, speak, act. . . .defend the flock which 

Jesus Christ and the holy see have entrusted to you, and 
rescue your sheep from the ravening wolf that is prepar- 
ing to devour them.' * 

The poor bishop, when he read the bull, was seized . 
with the most violent emotion. He saw himself between 
two dangers almost equally great : the pope who threat- 
ened him with excommunication, and the huguenots who 
threatened him with death. What was to be done ? He 
was urged on both sides. At last he formed an heroic 
decision and deteimined to obey the pope. He will leave 
Arbois and the pleasant life he had led there, with all its 
earthly advantages, and go to that terrible city which ap- 
pears to him mhabited by wild beasts thirsting for his 
blood. ' Only you mu^t obtain a safe-conduct for me from 
Messieurs of Geneva,' he said to the Friburg ambassadors, 
who were greatly surprised at having to ask a safe-con- 
dact for a prince who desired to visit his principality, for 
a bishop who desired to enter his diocese. However, 
they promised everything. 

Wernli's death had not only enraged the enemies of the 
Reformation, but had weakened its friends and occasioned 
a reaction in Geneva favorable to Catholicism. The svn- 

w 

dies and council now leant decidedly that way, and the 
return of the bishop seemed to them the only means of 
restoring order. ' The bishop do^s not need a safe-con- 
duct,' they said ; ' only let him come. If anybody threat- 
ens him, we will punish him so severely, that Mouseigneur 
shall have cause to be satisfied.' — 'Let him come back, let 
him come back,' was the general cry except among the 
pious evangelicals and the proud huguenots. The eman- 

* Mimoires pour les Dioches de Gehhe^ 4«., par le oore Bessooi 
p. 62. 



426 CTB RBFOBMATION IN l^UBOPX. BOOKT. 

oipation had hardly begnn, when a strong connter-revolii- 
tion threatened to stifle it. On the 26th May the council 
elected Domaihe Franc, Stephen d'Adda, and Bon Officher 
to go and hambly urge their bishop and prince to return. 
Thns Geneva herself was preparing to bury its Reforma- 
tion and its liberty. 

< Other Grenevans had arrived at Arbois before the depa- 
. ties from the coancil. The principal mameluke chiefs, 
whether banished or emigrant, who found the bread of 
exile bitter, had started for Arbois as soon as they had 
heard of the canon's death. Full of that exasperation and 
agitated by those dreams which sel£>exiled and banished 
men ordinarily have, they endeavored to make the bishop 
share their hopes and hatred. ^Nothing is juster and 
easier,' they said, ' than to put the leading huguenots into 
prison, on suspicion of being concerned in the attack upon 
Wernli. They will be executed, or if the people oppose, 
they can be transported suddenly to some castle in Savoy, 
as L^vrier was formerly, and then we can do our pleasure 
"on them. Afler that nothing will be able to disturb the 
holy union of Geneva with Savoy and the pope.' But 
Pierre de la Baume had already recovered a little from 
the heroic resolutioii he had formed afler reading the 
papal brief. The - violent language of the mamelukes 
aroused all his terrors. * The Genevans,' he said, * are 
proud, independent, and fond of tumult; at the least word 
that displeases them, they fly to arms. No. . . .afraid as 
I am, I dare not go to Geneva.' * Do not fear, we will 
accompany you,' answered the mamelukes. 'The Fri- 
burgers on their part will provide you with a guard ; the 
Genevan catholics, who are ten to one, will do the same ; 
the duke is resolved to support you. . . .It is impossil^e 
that we should not crush the rebels.' The calculation 
was correct and the argument imanswerabue. PieiTe de 
la Baume, finding himself summoned by the pope and sur- 
rounded with spears and spearmen, horses and chariots, 
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again resumed an heroic courage, and almost made up bis 
mind to appear in the city of the huguenots. 

Just at this moment the Genevan deputies arrived, and 
the bishop-prince showed at first a very courteous humor, 
and replied with an amiable air that he would return to 
Geneva in a month. Always uneasy, he still tried to 
procrastinate. So many things may happen in a month— 
perhaps, finally, he may never return to his episcopal city. 
* I regard you as my well-beloved subjects,' he said, ' and 
desire to appear as your true and good prince.' Stephen 
d' Adda, a decided member of the opposition, placed but 
little trust in these fine words. In reality they were play- 
ing a little comedy at the priory of Arbois ; the bishop 
was afraid to go, fed one or two of the deputies preferred 
that he should not come.* 

Will he go or not ? No one could tell. There were 
certain moments when La Baume felt inclined to cros3 
the Jura, and then all of a sudden he felt as if nailed to 
his priory of Arbois. Never was it more difiicult to ar- 
rive at a decision — ^it was like a nightmare. His fi'iends 
began to deliberate ; they quite agreed wUh him that if 
he desired simply to re-establish his residence in the epis- 
copal city, it would be better for him not to go there at 
at all. He would always have to begin again with the 
independence of the huguenots and the heresy of the re- 
formed, with alarms and riots. The evil would even be 
worse than before, for the cause of liberty and reform had 
made great progi'ess since the bishop had left Geneva. 
He is compelled, therefore, to gain two victories if he 
returns : first, he must trample under foot the franchises 
of the people and get rid of the huguenots ; and, second, 
he must silence the evangelical teaching and expel the 
reformers and their adherents. The prince-bishop and 
his imprudent advisers were convinced that a coup cP etat^ 
and (if we may use the term) a coup dH egliae^ were the 

* Council RegiBters of 2l8t May, 2nd and 22nd June. — Froment, 
Gestes de Gehhe^ p. 62. — Gautier MS. 
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only remedies for the critical and almost desperate posi- 
tion of affairs. Geneva was to go back to the supersti- 
tions and servility of the middle ages. It was necessary 
to extinguish the double torch of political independence 
and christian truth which a divine hand had kindled, and 
so put Christendom beyond the reach of these treacherous 
lights. But the timid La Baume shrank with alarm irom 
such a herculean task ; he knew his own weakness, and 
felt the enterprise would be too arduous for him. 

Meantime the Friburg ambassadors in Geneva were 
preparing the way for him. They demanded aloud, what 
he proposed to do in secret. Being admitted to the 
Council on the 23rd May, they said : 'We accuse all who 
were in the Molard at the time of Wemli's death, in- 
cluding the syndic of the guard and the commander of 
the cavaliy.* They spoke haughtily, and required imme- 
8iate satisfaction. A whole section of the population — 
the most innocent in this affair, even the party which had 
been attacked — ^was to be criminally prosecuted ! It was 
a monstrous demand. However, the Friburgers spoke loud, 
and many of^the huguenots were dejected. The Council, 
being divided and intimidated, made answer at last that 
they would authorize the lieutenant and procurator-fiscal 
* to arrest all whom Messieurs of Friburg accused.' Thus 
the plot was in a fair way : liberty and Reform had, how- 
ever, a moment's respite.^* 

Two ambassadors from Berne, Councilor Sebastmn de 
Diesbach and Banneret John de Weingarten, arrived at 
Geneva, and had conferences with the men of both parties. 
Their ideas gradually became clearer, and truth sprang 
out of the conflict of opinions. They saw that this posi- 
tion of afi^irs, which seemed an inextricable chaos, had 
one possible solution, namely, liberty. ' We have seen 
and heard everything,' said Diesbach ; * the only means 
of enjoying peace is to permit every one tofoUow themave-' 

. ♦ Council Registers of 22nd May, 1633. 
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ments of his conscience^ so thai no one be constrained.* 
Let the mass and feast-days and images remain for those 
who like them ; but let the preaching of the Gospel be 
granted to those who desire it, and let one of the seven 
parish churches be assigned them for that purpose. Let 
no one be ridiculed for going to mass. Let every one abide 
in his own free-will and choice.^. . : .Moreover, as the Old 
and New Testaments are the foundation of our £iith, and 
as those who follow the Gospel can not exist without 
reading them, let the booksellers be permitted to sell 
publicly the Holy Scriptures and other books of piety.' 
Thus * liberty for all' was the great salutary principle 
then proclaimed in Geneva. This theory, which gives 
honor to God and iodependence to man, was not gener- 
ally admitted until two or three hundred years later. 
But we take note of the epoch when the right was first 
proclaimed. It is sometimes asserted that the idea of 
liberty for all only appeared in the 18th century, and that 
it was put forward for the first time by the free-thinkers 
of England, France, and Holland. It is not so : religious 
as well as political liberty asserted their just and holy 
claims at Geneva more than three centuiies ago. Swit- 
zerland and the Reform are the first in the field. These 
principles were so simple and so true that the Counjoil 
was convinced ; in the face, however, of formidable ad- 
versaries, they feared their own weakness. The syndics 
replied to the Messieurs of Berne : ' Stay with us to help 
us!' The 27th of May, 1533, deserves a mark of honor 
in the annals of religious liberty. 

* * Permettre k ohaean de BuiTre lea monvements de sa eonscienoe, 
en telle sorte que peraonDe ne soit oontrainti*— Council Registeni, 
27th May. 

t * Qae chacnn demenre en sa Tolont^ et en son franc arbitre.'— 
Council Registers, 27th May. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

CATASTBOPBS. 
(BiGiirKUia OF July, 1538.) 

While these fine liberal theories were being proclaimed 
at the hotel de ville and hailed with joy by noble minds, 
some enemies of the Reform maintained that they were 
only got up for the occasion, because the reformed were 
not yet the strongest party, and the bulk of the people, who 
looked upon them as mere trash, was occupied with other 
things. The report grew stronger every day that the 
bishop had made up his mind at last, that his resolution 
was not to be shaken, and that in obedience to the pope 
he was about to return to Geneva. The liberty so lately 
proclaimed was, therefore, seriously endangered. 

Every preparation was made for the reception of the 
prince, whose approaching arrival began to turn people's 
heads, as usually happens in such a case. Priests, 
mamelukes, and ducal partisans believed that the hour 
of their triumph was at hand, and that independence and 
Reform would be effectually buried. Every man who 
owned a horse had him dressed, as no one was permitteid 
to go and meet the bishop on foot.* The trumpeters 
rehearsed, the artillerymen got out their guns. Jacques 
de Malbuisson, one of the chiefs of the catholic party, 
thinking that there was nothing too fine for a bishop and 
prince, especially for one who was bringing to the city, 
as a token of welcome, submission to the pope in religious 
matters, and to an ecclesiastical sovereign in temporal 
matters, hung the walls of the episcopal palace with 
beautiful tapestry, covered the tables and floors with silk 

* ' Pedestris benda.' — Council Kegistera of 22od and SOth June. 
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and woolen cloth, and filled the rooms with ^ch farni- 
ture. Pierre de la Banme had appointed him quarter- 
master, and the good catholic intended that the beauty 
of the decorations should make the Genevans comprehend 
the greatness of their prince. 

If a servile crowd was preparing to sacrifice to a priest 
the liberties of the people and the Word of God, those 
who esteemed these treasures far above all others, anti- 
cipated with sorrow that all the old vexations were about 
to be revived. The Two Hundred were assembled : one 
proud huguenot, jealous of the political liberties, could 
not contain himself, and rising in the council, said : ^ There 
is a report that the mamelukes who deserted the city 
some seven years ago are to escort the bishop and return 
with him : I ask if it is true ?' Instantly the storm broke 
out. Some said 'Yes!' others * No!' The debate grew 
warm ; they provoked and abused each other, gave one 
another the lie, and used very irritating language.* At 
last the huguenots conquered, and the Two Hundred or- 
dered that the mamelukes should not be allowed to enter, 
for fear that there should be disorder instead of harmony 
in the city. 

The syndics foresaw that such a resolution would pro- 
bably excite confusion in the procession accompanying the 
bishop ; and as they wished to avoid all disputes, they 
sought an opportunity for bringing men's minds together. 
Assembling the leaders of the opposing parties, they en- 
treated them, as a sign of peace, to dine together. Such 
a banquet, they thought, would reconcile Actions and dis- 
sipate the fears of the prelate. It was an argumentum 
ad hominem. How could Pierre de la Baume be afraid 
of men who drank together ? Libations were indeed co- 
piously poured out in honor of concord, for the Genevans 
were always ready in this respect ; but the convictions of 
the two parties remained the same. Wine had no power 

* *' Valdo irritatoiia.*— Conoeil Registers of 22nd and 80tb June. 
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to change either the champions of the pope or of the peo- 
ple, neither the Guelphs nor the Ghibelines.* 

On Tuesday, 1st of July, the prince>bishop descended 
the Jura, attended by his chancellors, the president De 
Gevigny and many of the nobility, meditating the coun- 
ter-revolution he hoped to bring about. The Friburg de- 
puties, ^knowing the prelate's timid humor,'f went to 
meet him at Gex, in order to protect his entrance. They 
turned back with him and drew near the city. This event, 
which filled the catholics with joy, was a great trouble to 
the proud huguenots and pious evangelicals, and nearly 
broke their hearts. The procession seemed to them like 
a funeral train. Were independence, liberty, the growing 
Keform — ^those inestimable riches which are the life of 
man — to be carried like a dead body to the grave ? Were 
those bells, just beginning to ring, tolling a funeral kneU? 
Everything seemed to point that way. 

Just as the brilliant escort that was riding out to meet 
the bishop crossed the bridge over the Rhone, a troop of 
about fourscore catholics appeared, all carrying arque- 
buses. The premier syndic, who was watching them with 
uneasy look, ordered them to return. ' We are going to 
our prince,' answered they with spirit. The magistrates 
and their escort lost sight of them for a few moments, but 
the troop was again visible when the procession got out 
of the city. *They are the most violent of the party,' 
said some of the syndic's followers. 'They will play us 
some scurvy trick.' A second time the syndic ordered 
them to return, and a second time they answered, * We 
are going to our prince,' and continued their way. 

The cortege having proceeded half a league fi*om the 
city, waited for the bishop, who came in sight about four 
in the afternoon. By his side were the magistrates of 
Friburg, and behind him the chiefs of the mamelukes, 

* Council Regbten of 22nd and 80tb Jnne. — Gantier MS. 

t Mimoire* du dioche de Genkvef <fc., par le eore Beraon, p. 6S. 
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banished from Geneva but proud of braving those who 
had expelled them. The intimidated syndics dared not 
forbid their entrance into the city. Nor was this all : the 
fourscore arquebusiers surrounded the prelate, assuming 
the duty of a bodyguard. The bells rang out, the ar- 
tillery roared,^nd the friends of the clergy shouted re- 
peated vivofe. The throne was regaining strength ; the 
majesty of the prince enhanced its splendor, and His 
Highness inspired respect in all who saw him.* 

These bursts of joy soon came to an end. The bishop 
had hardly entered the city, when its appearance changed. 
New faces were seen everywhere — faces which dfeemed to 
breathe of nothing but revenge. At night conferences 
were held at the palace, among the- canons and the other 
partisans of despotic rule. Everyone talked about the 
horrible resolutions come to in these meetings — it was all 
the same whether the resolutions were true or fictitious. 
Many of the reformed were exceedingly distressed. * The 
heretics felt great contrition,' says Sister Jeanne, 'for they 
knew full well that the bishop brought no good to them, 
but would injure them as much as he could.'f 

The prelate was firmly resolved to have recourse, ii 
necessary, to force, banishment, and death. But his 
character and interests inclined him also to accomplish 
peacefully, if he could, the great revolution he so strongly 
desired. He wished to act in such a way that appeai*- 
ances at least should be on his side. 

Desiring to give his restoration the double sanction of 
religion and policy, the bishop ordered a grand procession 
for Thursday, 3rd July, after which a general council of 
the people should be held. The procession took place : 
canons, priests, and friars, walking in order, sang or 
chanted their litanies with great fervor, and prayed that 

* Council Registers of 1st, 2nd and 8rd July. — Froment, Geaies de 
Geneve f p. 61, — Gautier MS. 

• t La SoBur Jeanne de Juesie, ^ Levain du Cahimsme, p. 67. — 
Gautier MS. 

VOL. III.— 19 



434 THE REFOBMATTON IN ETTBOPE. BOOK T, 

Grod and the Virgin ^onld be pleased to preserve the holy 
Roman Catholic Church in Geneva. When the sin^g 
was over, the general council was held. The refugees, 
who had forgotten nothing and learnt nothing, would have 
preferred a prompt and vigorous repression to this liberal 
meeting ; but the bishop was unwilling to begin by im- 
prisoning citizens. Besides, the impatient exiles would 
lose nothing by waiting.* 

All the bishop^s partisans proceeded proud and joyful 
to the council of the people ; the magistrates with uneasi- 
ness, and a few huguenots with sad and suffering looks. 
As soon as the assembly was formed, the prelate appeared, 
attended by his nobles. He was determined to claim full 
sovereign power in Geneva, and to take it by force if it 
were disputed. Two great principles — ^the good pleasure 
of the prince and the constitutions of the people — met 
fece to face on the 3rd of July, in the general council of 
Geneva. La Baume had taken his precautions ; hie had 
brought several distinguished men with him from Franche 
Comt6, and among them the bailiff of D61e, a learned 
and eloquent magistrate. This orator, imagining to win 
the Genevans by flattering and flowery language, deliv- 
ered a very fine oration ; but his Burgimdian eloquence 
produced no great effect upon the huguenots. After him 
the prince-bishop came forward, and, speaking with a fine 
clear voice and in very intelligible language, he asked the 
syndics and the people whether they recognized him for 
their prince and lord. The question was skilfully put. 
If they answered No^ they mad^ themselves rebels, and 
severe measures became lawful ; while, if they answered 
Yes<t they sun*endered to the prelate, and all was over 
with liberty and the Gospel. The magistrates, who were 
careful not to fall into a trap, saw that it was necessary 
to make a distinction. Convinced that they held their 

* Gonneil Registera of 2nd and 3rd July, 1583. — La Sobhf J. de Jot- 
iie, Le Lexaiti du Cahinisme, p. 67.— Gantier MS. 
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charters, franchises, and legislation from Ood quite as 
much as the prince did his power, they made a reserve. 
* Certainly, my lord,' they replied, ' we regard you as our 
prince, and are ready to obey you ; but in adopting for 
guide our liberties^ customsy and franchisee^ written and 
unwrUten^ which we beg you to respect^ aa you promised to 
do a long while ago.* The embarrassed bishop-prince 
thought it essential not to open up the delicate question 
of the constitution he had ratified, and, letting alone for 
the moment all that concerned his temporal power, ho 
spoke only as a bishop, an'd delivered to the Genevans a 
devout exhortation on the salvation of their souls. In 
reality, the great object of his terror was the Reforma* 
tion ; the great desire of his heai*t was the triumph of the 
papacy. *Have the fear of God before your eyes,' he 
said, ^and keep the commandments of holy Church.' He 
knew full well that 'holy Church' would recommend the 
people to recognize his power without any restriction. 
He pronounced these words 'in so devout and humble a 
manner that everybody wept, and the general council 
broke up without dispute or tumult, for which God be 
praised.'f 

The Genevans were not, however, ready to bend their 
necks to receive the yoke the bishop presented to them. 
The various members of the assembly had hardly dis- 
persed before the agitation broke out. Huguenots and 
independent catholics declared boldly and with one accord 
that they would maintain the constitution ; the courtiers 
and mamelukes alone supported the absolute privileges of 
the prelate. 'No despotic power,' said one party. 'No 
resistance to the orders of our prince,' said the other. 
Oifended at the new pretensions of the bishop, the citizens 
resolved to oppose him with the antique monuments of 
their liberty. There was a vaulted chamber in the h6tel 

* ConncU Kegisten of 8id Jnly, 1588. 
t I^a Sosnr J. de Jassic, Le Levain, p« 68, 
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de viUe called the OrMo^ in which the Tenerable charters 
of the Grenevan people were enclosed under many bolts 
and bars. Not suffering themselves to be disturbed hj 
the arbitrariness of the bishop, by the eloquence of his 
orators, or the terrible bands of Friburg and Turin, the 
citizens determined to consult the sacred documents of 
their fi'anchises. The syndics proceeded to the Grotto ; 
the rusty bolts yielded to the stout arms of theii* ofBk^ers ; 
they took out the noble parclmients oi their ancestors, 
and all eyes were eagerly turned upon the title-deeds in 
which were inscribed the duties, rights, and liberties of 
the people. The roll was placed upon the table ; it was 
unfolded, and, while the others listened, one of the ma- 
gistrates read the words written therein. ^In the name 
of the holy, perfect, and undivided Trinity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.' Gould the bishop trample under foot a 
charter which reposed on so sacred a foundation ? The 
magistrate continued his examination. This dociunent, 
drawn up by Bishop Adhemar in 1387, contained (t» use 
its own words) 'the liberties, fi*anchises, and immunities 
which the citizen's of Geneva have enjoyed so long that 
the memory of man runneth not to the contrary.' The 
Genevans were moved, and passing the parchment from 
hand to hand, read certain portions of it, and swore to 
defend their rights.* 

The syndics having no doubt that these old documents 
would be received by the bishop with the profoundest 
respect, quitted the h6tel de ville, carrying their venera- 
ble charters with them, which they laid before the prelate. 
They pointed out to him the immunities that were secured 
to them, and withdrew full of hope. But Pierre de la 
Baume did not care the least for these old papei*s, and 
would not give himself the trouble to decipher such dis- 
agreeable documents : he was in a hurry to see them re- 

* 'Senatus, sua lil)ertate subtiixiiS) jos saurn strenne taetnr.'— 
Spanhcim, Geneva rcst,^ p. 62. 
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stored to the cellar where they had slept so long. He 
intended to govern after a more modem &.8hion. The 
Reformation, on the other hand, was about to be accom- 
plished by maintaining, in opposition to episcopal usurpa- 
tion, the most lawM rights of the most ancient liberty.* 
The bishop no longer hesitated. When he had asked 
the general council to recognize his sovereignty, the 
magistrates had replied by limiting it according to the 
constitutions of the people. It was necessary therefore 
to renounce all idea of reigning with mildness, and to 
govern by force. Pierre de la Baume was not the first 
bishop excluded from his episcopal city, who had re- 
entered it with thoughts of violence. Tales of unheard, 
of cruelties had been imprinted on the memory of the 
people. In the tenth century, the bishop of Cambray 
having been driven from his city by the burgesses who 
were exasperated against him, had returned with foreign 
soldiers ; and these mercenaries, the ministers of his re- 
venge, had pursued the citizens even into the cliurches, 
killing some, cutting off the hands and feet of others, 
putting out the eyes of some, and branding many on the 
forehead with a red-hot iron.f About two centuries 
later, another bishop also returning forcibly into his city, 
his followers had seized one of the most respected and 
wealthy citizens, notwithstanding the promise to spare 
his life, and had fastened him by the feet to the tail of a 
horse, which they forced into a gallop.J The bishop of 
Geneva did not purpose imitating these episcopal pro- 
ceedings; manners, though rude, were softened; he 

* * Libertates, francfaesise, immimitates, usus, et consuetudines ci- 
Yitatis Gebcnneneis/ — Mimoires d' Archeologie de la Soc, d* Hist, 
de Gerievej tome ii. p. 312. Council Registers of 4th July, 1583. 

t * Alios interfecerunt, alios truneatis manibus et pedibus demem- 
braverunt ; quibusdam vero oculos fodiebant, quibusdam frontes 
ferro ardente notabant.' — Scriptiir. gallic^ et franc, , viii. p. 281. 

t * Adequi caudam pedibus alligatus. . . .vir dives et probus/ — G« 
de Noyiguto, Op, p. 510. 
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meant to ontent himself with less. He would have the 
principal supporters of the Reformation and of Geneva 
seized, and would get rid of them simply by the sword — 
either in Greneva, as in the case of Berthelier, or in some 
lonely castle, as in the case of Levrier. Then the prince- 
bishop would exercise, without control and in his own 
way, that sovereignty which appeared to him absolntely 
necessary in order to stifle the protestantism of some and 
the independence of others. 

Freed from the importunate antiquarians who put their 
trust in dusty charters, the bishop began to prepare for 
the execution of his designs. He counted his forces and 
felt sure of victory. Li the first place there was the 
Council, which, being mostly catholic, supported him at 
heart; then there were the priests and their adherents ; 
then the Fribiirgers ; then the banished mamelukes,' and 
finally a certain class of people, skilftil in the use of the 
arquebuse, ' and who would handle it well,' said the 
bishop. The total of his partisans being thus reckoned, 
the bishop enquired who were the huguenot chiefs he 
ought to get rid of. It is hardly probable that La Baume 
did this alone or simply aided by one of his secretaries or 
officers of justice. Weakness was one of the most marked 
features of his character ; he had no energy, although he 
sometimes pretended the contrary. But those around 
him made up for it. The proscription that he was about 
to carry into execution was essentially due to the en- 
couragements and solicitations of the enemies of the Re- 
formation and of independence. ' Finding himself strong 
and powerful,' says a contemporary, ' both on the part of 
the Friburgers and of the enemies of God and the city 
(namely, the mamelukes) who were now within the walls, 
the bishop desired to exercise his tyranny.* Some of his 
friends shrank from^uch severity, and would have desired 
to divert him from it ; but the most violent men pi-evailed. 

* Froment, Gettes de Genhve, p. 61. 
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^ My lord,' they said, ^ must exercise his power against 
certain citizens and burgesses, and by this means extir- 
pate and eradicate the Lutheran sect and heresy.* 

The prosciibed were selected indifferently from among 
the evangelicals and huguenots. One of the first pointed 
at was Chautemps. He was not only a heretic, but his 
children had been trained up in heresy, and he had kept 
for a long time in his house Olivetan, the translator of the 
Bible, who had dared reprimand a dominican preacher in 
full church. Aim6 Levet came next ; at his house the 
religious meetings were most frequently held. Pierre 
Vandel — ^youngest son of that Claude, whom twenty years 
before Bishop John of Savoy had cast into prisonf — ^a 
man of resolute character, readily putting himself in the 
foreground, was joined with the other two. Ami Perrin 
did not belong to the evangelicals properly so called, but 
he had been the chief of the four huguenots whose zeal 
for controversy had proved so embarrassing to the vicar 
of the Madeleine, and passed for the boldest of all the 
band. Others were afterwards pointed out : Jean Peco- 
lat, an ill-sounding name in episcopal ears ; Domaine 
d'Arlod, Jean Veillard, Anthonin Derbey, Henry Don- 
lens, Jacques Fichet, Claude de Geneve, and Philibert de 
Compey, a nobleman in high esteem. Although a Savoy- 
ard and of gentle birth, Philibert was huguenot at heart; 
the count of Genevois took advantage of the opportunity 
to confiscate all his lands and lordships, ^ and the poor 
pervert was deprived of his property,' says a contem- 
porary. There were still a few more whose arrest was 
determined on, and among them Pasta and Kozetta.;^ 
The bishop and his friends, all full of zeal, hoped to catch 
other citizens after these ; § but they thought it prudent 

* Froment, Gestes de Qenevey p. 61, 
t Vol. i, p. 73. 

t Their names are given by Frument in bi9 Gcttes de Geneve^ pp. 
61-62. 
^ Ibid. 
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not to do everything at once. If the first attempt suc- 
ceeded, they would follow it up by a second, and would 
lay their hands upon such citizens as. they had not thought 
of at first. 'I have proscribed all those whom I can re- 
member ; those whom I have forgotten I wiU proscribe 
as they recur to my mind.' This saying of a great master 
in the art, found its application in Geneva.* 

The bishop having ended his first task, began to con- 
sider how he could lay hold of the proscribed, which was 
DO easy matter. The most natural way would have been 
to capture each of them in his own house ; but he feared, 
that if he went to work in that fashion, some would hide 
themselves, others would escape, and others would be 
rescued in the streets. The alarm would spread in a 
moment, and the daring huguenots would entrench them, 
selves in Baudichon de la Maisonneuve's house. Above 
all, Pierre de la Baurae was wanting in frankness ; he 
excelled, whenever he pleased, in appearing amiable to 
those whom he hated. He resolved to give them an in- 
vitation, and to hold out his hand graciously to the men 
whose death he was plotting. He will invite them to his 
palace, ' trusting in his faith,' but without keeping it.f 
He will thus take them all by one cast of the net, then he 
will tie the knot, and the poor wretches shall leave the 
saloons of the palace only to descend to its dungeons. It 
was thought an excellent stratagem, and preparations 
were made for carf ying it out. 

The next day, July 5th, the bishop's officers called on 
the citizens entered in the black list, and in his name 
gave them an invitation, which must have appeared to 
them either a great honor or a treacherous snare. If any 
of them raised objections, the messengers assured them, 
in the prelate's name, that no harm would come to them. 
Some through candor, others from ignorance, and others 

* See Plntarch*8 Life of Sylla, Conncil Registers of 6th July, 
t Froment. Gestcs de Geneve, p. 61. 
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also from rashness, proceeded to the episcopal palace. 
They had put on their finest suits and wore their swords. 

What could the bishop want with them? ProbaWy to 

obtain some concessions, and they were iirmly decided 
not to make any. 

Others, who were more clear-sighted or more prudent, 
took to flight. The clerical riots which had preceded the 
bishop's coming, the unsatisfactory company by which he 
was surrounded, and the demands he had made — all com. 
bined to give food for thought to minds possessed of any 
discernment. Women, more keen or more timid, gener- 
ally see clearer in such cases than men : their conjugal 
love takes the alarm. It would appear that Claudine 
Levet and Jaqu6ma Chautemps felt all the tender 
solicitude of their sex, and conjured their husbafids not 
to place themselves in the cruel hands of the bishop, and 
to quit their homes, their children, and their country which 
they could now serve better abroad. These tvo excel- 
lent christians were among the number of those who 
escaped. Maisonneuve, against whom the mamelukes 
were much irritated, set out for Berne, full of indignation 
against the bishop's tyranny. To this city, n^xt to God, 
he always looked for deliverance. Several others also 
quitted Geneva.* 

Meantime Perrin, D'Arlod, Vandel, and their friends 
proceeded to the palace. The gates opened before them 
and they entered my lord's antechambers. But they had 
hardly arrived, reckoning on the gracious audience that 
had been promised them, when they were seized, heavily 
fettered, and led away to the episcopal prison.f The im- 
petuous Perrin and the courageous Vandel were compelled 
to yield to force. The bishop's officers took them down 
into the dungeons, and as if cords, iron doors, and bolts ' 

* Council Begistero of 5th July. La Soeur J. de Jussie, Le Levain 
du Calvinismey p. 64. Froment, Gcstcs de Gcnh)e, pp, 61, 62. 

t Froment, Qcs^cs de Gcn^Cy p. 62. 

19* 
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were not enough, their feet were set in the stocks and 
their hands were manacled.* 

When the news was told the prince-jirelate^ it was the 
pleasantest tidings he had ever received. He breathed 
again, and jet he was not entirely satisfied : he wanted 
some prisoners whom he had especially set his heart upon 
— ^particularly Levet and Chaatemps. But if the husbands 
had disappeared, their wives might suffer for them. 
Pierre de la Baume ordered Jaqu6ma Chautemps to be 
seized, but Claudine Levet remained at liberty. Clau- 
dine was a pious christian woman, fiinn in faith, but of 
gentle character, and she was spared ; but Jaqu^ma, who 
it wUl be remembered was taught by Olivetan, possessed 
perhaps some of that courageous decision which was 
found in Calvin's cousin and in Calvin himself. Claudine 
was the woman of the New Testament ; Jaqu^ma seems 
rather to remind us of the heroines of the Old. It is to 
be regretted that we have not the same information 
about her as about Claudine. At all events she paid for 
her husband. The delicate woman, the wife of one of 
the chief persons in the city, accustomed to the comforts 
of life, used to the company of one of the most original 
French writers of the day, the tutor to her children, was 
shut up in a narrow cell, and treated roughly like a con- 
spirator. Ancient and modem times have witnessed 
more than one instance' of conjugal devotion. Many 
wives, seeing their husbands threatened with a cruel 
death, have been able to say to them : 

• £t quel autre que moi 

A le droit d'y pretendre ct de monrir pour toi ?^ 

The Reformation also has furnished many similar ex- 
amples. 
^ As part of the huguenot leaders were now in prison, 

• Fromcnt, Gcstcs de Genh>e, p. 62. 
t . . . . Who besides me 
Cmi claiu the right to die ^r thee? — AtcesU, 
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the bishop and his confidants deliberated what should be 
done with them. It was quite out of the question to put 
them to death publicly in Geneva, like Berthelier. The 
simplest way would be to behead them secretly in their 
dungeons ; but that would be known immediately, and 
would create terrible excitement. ^ ^ They durst not kill 
them in the city for fear of the people.'* The^bishop's 
councilors proposed to send them out of Geneva in a boat 
by night, and convey them either to Friburg, which was 
calling for victims to avenge Wernli's death, or to the 
castle of Chillon, where Bonivard was shut up, or to 
Jussy near Mount Voiron, or lastly to the strong castle 
of Gaillard at the foot of the Sal^ve, ' and there do as 
they pleased with them.'f They decided on the last 
plan, and orders were given for carrying it out. 

Thus everything proceeded to the bishop's satisfaction. 
As some of the principal huguenots were about to be sent 
out of Geneva, it became necessary 'to catch other citi- 
zens after them and serve them the same,' that is, carry 
them also out of the city ; for the fear of the people con- 
tinually pursued the bishop. He was planning how to 
continue the work he had undertaken, when news was 
brought him which greatly troubled him. 

One of his agents, commissioned by him to take note 
of everything that occurred in the city, came and told 
bim that not only Baudiohon de la Maisonneuve had es- 
caped, but that he had gone to Berne to demand help. . . 
What a check ! what danger ! If the fugitive brings 
back the Bernese, they will undertake the defence of 
heresy ... it will triumph. The harder the blow which 
La Baume desired to strike, the more dangerous would 
it be if it failed. He was therefore in great alarm and in 
a great passion also. He ordered his officers to pursue 
those who had escaped, to take horses so as to catch 

* Froment, Gestea de Gtntve^ p. 62. 

t * £t illec en faire h leur plaisir.* — Ibid. 
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them np, and to bring them back bound to prison where 
their friends awaited them. But he did not rest satisfied 
with sending after the fugitives such persons as were 
under his own orders, he wanted others to track them 
down, to catch them in the rear or in front : this induced 
him to make a very extraordinary demand. 

As soon as the syndics had heard of the arrest of som6 
of the most notable of the citizens, they had summoned 
the council. Astounded at the tyrannical act, and alarmed 
for the future of the republic, they deliberated what was 
to be done. Should they abandon their fellow-citizens 
to the illegal vengeance of the bishop, or should they re- 
volt against their prince ? They were plunged into silent 
stupor when a messenger from the bishop appeared. No 
doubt he had come to give some explanation, to make an 
excuse, and perhaps to declare that the bishop would 
withdraw his fatal decree ! No such thing : the council 
soon learnt that he was charged with an extraordinary 
message. 

The episcopal messenger, having made the customary 
salutations, said : ^ My lord has decided to send his 
officers beyond the frontiers to take certain criminals 
(this was the term he applied to those noble citizens). 
Our very reverend prince therefore requires the council 
to lend him some of the city officers to accompany his 
own and pursue the fugitives in the territory of Savoy.' 
This was too much. De la Baume required the ma- 
gistrates of Geneva to employ in oppressing citizens 
the power they had received to defend them. Such 
an audacious proposition disgusted the syndics; they 
did not hesitate to refuse his demand ; desiring, how- 
ever, to keep on good terms with him to the last, 
they gave a specious motive for their refusal. * Pray 
pardon us,' they answered the bishop, ' if we can not do 
it ; we should be afraid lest the duke, whose territories 
our officers would have to enter, should be angry with 
us for violating the treaties,' This refusal threw him into 
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a great passion. He believed, perhaps not without reju 
son, that the duke of Savoy would overlook the violation 
of territory, as its object was to catch huguenots. * Re- 
turn,' he said to his officer, * and tell those gentlemen to 
do justice, and that if they do not, there are fourscore in 
the city who will help me to do it. Add, that they are 
to act straightforwardly.' The magistrates remained 
firm. But the prelate found some little consolation in 
the cooperation of people better disposed than the syn- 
dics of Geneva to subserve his anger.* 

Aim4 Levet, instead of escaping by the right bank, on 
which his house was situated, had chosen the left bank, 
and thrown himself into that beautiful country which ex- 
tends between the Rhone and the lake on one side, and 
Mount Voiron and Mount Sal^vc on the other, and where 
the wide opening which these two mountains leave be- 
tween them, permits the traveler to contemplate the 
magnificent range of the Alps of Mont Blanc. Was it 
Levet's wish to avoid taking the usual road of the fugi- 
tives, on which he was sure to be arrested ; or did he 
intend hiding in the mountains, as the fine month of July 
invited him, to climb the easy and graceful slope of the 
Voiron, or to scale, by the road called I'Echelle (the lad- 
der), the abrupt walls of Sal6ve, whose enormous rocks 
overhanff the plain? That is possible; other fugitives 
had done so. Levet wandered for some time in that part 
of the valley where the sandy torrent of the Arve utters 
a low murmur ; but, thinking only how he should escape 
his persecutors, he had no leisure to contemplate the 
dazzling vision of the Alps lighted up by a July sun, 
which made so striking a contrast with the gloomy paths 
he was then traversing. He knew that mamelukes, 
priests, ducal partisans, and above all, the Sire de Mon- 
tagny, castellan of Gaillard, would follow in his track. 
How strange his destiny ! Only a few months ago he 

♦ Conncil Registers of 6th J Jy, 1533. 
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had been a zealous catholic, and then th^ sarpnsing con« 
version of jis wife had led to his. . « .Now, he was wan- 
dering about as a fagitive, withoat a place where to lay 
his head. We can not tell all the anguish he went 
through, and all the groans he uttered. He did not lose 
courage, however, for he knew Him who was his pro- 
tector, and who maintains the right. He was assured of 
being able to stand before God and His angels at the 
very moment when men were hunting him down. He 
had wolves behind him eager to tear him in pieces, but 
* God saves His poor sheep, even out of the jaws of the 
lions,** 

They were indeed in pursuit of him. Messire de Cha- 
ranzonay, a canon of Geneva, had kept his eye on Levet : 
be knew that he had made off in the direction of the 
mountains, and that he must be found either in the baili- 
wick of Gaillard or in the parish of Bonne. He had an 
interview, therefore, with the castellan of Gaillard, M. de 
-Montagny, a good catholic and Savoyard, who furnished 
him with aid ; a band of men left the castle, and the chase 
began, the canon leading the way. Ere long, poor Levet 
heard the footsteps of the people in search of him : he was 
seized. The canon, eager to vent his anger, had him 
scourged without any form of trial, and after he had been 
soundly beaten, sent him off to the castle of Gaillard.t 
Levet, encompassed by guards, was conducted to that 
fortress, situated at the point where the Arve, issuing 
from the mountains, enters the plain, and where many 
an mnocent man had been imprisoned. The drawbridge 
lell and rose again, the massive gates opened, the armed 
senunels halted to see the huguenot pass, and at kst 
i-evet, doubly guilty, as a liberal and as an evangelical, 

tTr>. r^^r, ^^""^ ^^^P dungeon. From that moment 
tne husband's captivity assured the liberty of the wife, 
^^tner circumstances happening on the same day (6th 

t Coaneil Eegi,te„ of 6tU July «>d 6tb Ang«t. 1638. 
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of July) rejoiced the bishop and his court, and put to the 
proof the firmness of the council as well as the tranquillity 
of the citizens. A man sent from the Pays de Vaud re- 
ported that a number of well-armed Friburgers had ar- 
rived at Nyon and threatened Geneva. They were the 
avengers of Wernli's blood. ' Go and tell the captain- 
general,' said the syndics, ' and bid him look to the safety 
of the city.' Shortly after this, a citizen told the council 
that the Friburgers who were in Geneva were preparing 
to set out for the castle of Gaillard. Presently a third per- 
son came and informed the syndics that the Friburgers were 
crossing the lake from Nyon, and that their boats could 
be clearly distinguished from the upper part of the city, 
making for the south. Finally, news came from Gaillard 
that Wernli's relations, accompanied by a great number 
of Friburg men-at-arms, had entered the fortress, vowing 
they would wash "their feet in the blood of the evangelic- 
als. The council did not know what to do, and the city 
was filled with apprehension.* 

The extremes of anguish were felt in the homes of the 
prisoners. The most sinister stories were propagated 
through the city as to the severity employed by the bishop 
towards his captives. Some began to lose courage and 
to ask — ^it was a question oflen put in the time of the 
Reformation — why the disciples of the Gospel had to 
endure not only the afflictions common to all men, but 
calamities from which their enemies were exempt? 'Ah !' 
replied the wiser ones, ' the com is first threshed in the 
barn along with the straw ; but afterwards it is pressed 
and crushed alone on the millstone.'f All were not to 
be comforted, and from many an afflicted house the cries 
of sorrow rose to heaven. 

Meanwhile, the avoyers of Friburg pressed the council 
to grant to Wernli's relations the justice they demanded 

* Council Kegisters of 6tb and 7th July, 
t Calvin, Op. passim. 
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and insisted that the Genevans arrested on the 23rd May 
and 4th June should be brought to trial immediately. 
The mamelukes cried still louder than the Friburgers, 
and demanded the trial of the eleven persons imprisoned 
on the 6th July. While the case of the Friburgers was 
entirely judicial, that of the mamelukes was political: 
they wished to take advantage of a trial to effect a revo- 
lution. The council instructed the procurator-fiscal to 
have the accused brought before him, as the Genevan 
constitution required; but the fiscal declared he could 
not do so on account of the order of the prince, who had 
cited the case before himself. The bishop meant to be at 
once judge and interested painty, and to substitute clerical 
despotism for the protecting forms of the lay tribunals. 
The alarmed magistrates immediately waited on the 
prince to make their humble but resolute protest.* 

Pierre de la Baume had just dined when the syndics 
appeared. ' I have cited the cause before me,' he said : 
*I have my reasons.' The syndics represented to him 
that he might pardon men after sentence, but not tiy 
accused persons, who must necessarily appear before the 
lawful tribunals. *• I cite the case before me,' repeated 
the bishop. The indignant syndics bowed and withdrew. 
Sebastian de Diesbach, the banneret of Weingarten, and 
other deputies from Berne, had arrived at Geneva, and 
Baudichon de la Maisonneuve, as it seems, had returned 
with them. The syndics prayed their intervention, and 
the Bernese spoke to the bishop; but the passionate 
headstrong churchman would not listen to them. He 
stretched the cord at the risk of breaking it. ' I have 
cited the case before me,' he said again. 

The spirit of blind fanaticism was felt in other places 
besides the palace: it agitated the mamelukes, carried 
away the episcopalians and even a few of the Friburgers. 
They had sworn the death of liberty and the Reforma- 

* Council Registers of 6th and 7th Jaly, 15S^. Reset MS. liv. ill 
ch. xiv. Gautier MS. 
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tioii, and were already planning the means of preventing 
for ever their return to Geneva. They went up and down 
the city, and were quite indefatigable. As you looked* 
at them you would have said — the comparison was made 
at the time — ^that coming after the deluge, and wishing 
to prevent the watera from invading their dwellings 
again, they had said to one another : *• Let us build a 
tower whose top may reach unto heaven.' ' They built 
the tower of Babel,' says a oontemporaiy, * presuming, 
like the giants, to fight against God.' 

They did indeed come to blows. On that very day 
(7th July) some horsemen of the episcopal party who 
were riding at Plainpalais in front of the convent of their 
friends the Dominicans, saw three of the most consider- 
able of the Genevese citizens go past : they were Philippe 
the captain-general, John Lullin afterwards syndic, and 
Francis Favre who was a member of the ordinary coun- 
cil in the following year. The cavaliers immediately rode 
at them, calling them traitors and Lutherans. The three 
huguenots were hated and feared by the mamelukes, who 
knew them to be men ready to sacrifice their lives for the 
ancient liberties of their country. If they had not been 
included in the first proscription, it was partly through 
fear, for their boldness was indomitable ; and also be- 
cause it had been preferred to begin with pions evangeli- 
cals like Chautemps and Levet. True, Ami Perrin had 
been arrested ; but without having undergone the great 
change which Scripture calls ' a new birth,' he was still 
in the front rank whenever the cause of the Reformation 
was in question. It was he who had actively protected 
Farel. Besides the episcopal sbirri could not well dis- 
tinguish between protestants who were such inwardly 
and those who were so outwardly only. However, 
neither persecution nor insult abated the courage of the 
citizens. They knew that God often scffers the wicked 
to act for a few days, and permits them to raise high 
towers against his elect. Then on a sudden he strikes 
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the huge mass, he loosens the joints and scatters the 
materials, so that the mighty edifice whose summit was 
to rise to heaven falls into dust, and is scattered to the 
winds. 

The syndics, being determined to resist the bishop and 
his usurpations, convened the council of Sixty on the 8th 
July, and explained to them how he purposed to place 
Greneva under the government of his good pleasure, and 
by way of beginning, was preparing to try in his own 
court the noblest of the citizens. The future that threat- 
ened Geneva filled the assembly with emotion and fear. 
What was to be done ? Resort to force, policy, or di- 
plomacy? The Genevans, in self-defence, looked for 
simpler and more affecting means ; they had recourse to 
one of those measures which are almost unique in history, 
and exhale a perfume of antiquity. 

There were in Geneva certain ISTestors of liberty, who, 
uplifting their hoary heads among three generations of 
their children, gave utterance to words of wisdom. To 
these they had recourse. Councilors — their sons proba- 
bly — went to fetch them, and these venerable witnesses 
of the ancient liberties entered the presence of the coun* 
cil, where seats were placed for them. Although the 
vigor of their bodies was weakened, their hearts now 
beat stronger for their country than in their younger 
days, and their memory recalled to them distinctly the 
times of yore. Accordingly, when they heard of the 
dangers by which the republic was threatened, and of 
the bishop's intention to usurp judicial power, they were 
filled with sadness and alarm. ^ Criminal causes,' they 
said, 'belong to the civil magistrate; the practice has 
never varied in that respect, and the bishop's claim to 
hear them himself is a novelty without precedent.' The 
council of sixty resolved to send a deputati^ to the 
prince, composed of the four syndics and six of these 
aged citizens, who felt happy to bear, before they died, a 
last testimony to the liberties of their country. If the 
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bishop laughed at the ancient papers of ancient Greneva, 
would he also laugh at these ancient men ? 

The deputation, proceeding slowly through the streets, 
took its way towards the palace. The fathers of the 
country walked with tottering steps, supported by the 
younger ones, and advanced towards the residence of the 
haughty priest whom Rome had sent to the shores of the 
Leman, and who was trampling under foot the most ven- 
erable rights. Never had men going to plead the inde- 
pendence of a nation inspired more tenderness, sympathy, 
and respect. People watched and blessed them as they 
passed, and prayers were raised to heaven that ' God 
would accompany with his strength this extraordinaiy 
step in favor of liberty.* 

Tlie bishop, informed of the movement, had desired to 
surround himself with all that could give a specious ap- 
pearance to his usurpations: And accordingly, when they 
entered the hall, the deputation found not only the prelate 
sitting in pomp — ^not only his councilors, officers, and the 
ambassadors of Berne and Friburg ranged around him, — 
but also the relatives of the canon. Pierre de la Baume 
paired the suppliants of Friburg against the elders of Ge- 
neva. The syndics respectfully expressed to him their 
surprise that he should appear to look upon the council 
with suspicion, that several citizens of note had been 
thrown into prison, and lastly that his lordship, contrary 
to the laws, had cited the case before his own tribunal. 
But, while the elders turned a look at once mild and 
penetrating upon the prince, and their ho^ry heads seemed, 
as it were, to bring the old timies before him, Wernli's 
relatives, shaking their black garments, again called for 
vengeance, declaring that the prince had promised to do 
them justice, and praying upon him to be faithful to his 
word. 'Yes,' said the bishop immediately, 'yes, I cite 
the cause before me.' The syndics, determined not to 

* Council Regifiters of 8th July, 1538. Gautier MS. 
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gire up the most venerated laws of tbe State, placed be- 
fore him the ancient constitution of the people, and point- 
ing to the twelfth article, read as follows : ' That no in- 
quisition upon lay malefactors, or other process what- 
soever, can or shall be held, except by summoning the four 
syndics and four citizens of the said city of Geneva, who 
shall be chosen by the other citizens.* And that the 
trial and sentence of the afore-named malefactors belongs 
and shall belong to the aforesaid citizens, and not to any 
other persons whatsoever.' The constitution having thus 
spoken, the syndic ceased. 

Then the elders, who had hitherto kept silent, and 
whose grave, modest, and firm looks inspired respect, 
came forward. One of them, speaking for all, raised his 
trembling hands, 'and declared that such had always been 
the law of Geneva, and that never in the couree of their 
long lives had they had the pain to see the prince trample 
it under foot.' The feeble voices and calm looks of these 
venerable men added a strange, and one might almost say 
a heavenly, force to their testimony. That humble 
speech in favor of liberty possessed an eloquence more 
penetrating than the most admirable orations of a Cicero 
or a Demosthenes. But, if liberty had never been more 
touching, despotism had never been more obstinate. The 
syndics conjured the bishop in vain, in the name of the 
laws and of God, to surrender the prisoners to them, ac- 
cording to the law, so that they might try them conform- 
ably with their office ; Pierre de la Baume kept repeating: 
*I can not, I have cited the cause before me.' The Fri- 
burg ambassadors begged the syndics to consent to the 
episcopal citation, 'for this time only,' but the magistrates 
of Geneva were unwilling that the franchises of the city 
should be violated either now or later. They quitted the 



* *Kisi vooatis sindicis ct quataor civibus dictse civitatis.' — M^- 
moires d'Aroheologie de la Societe d'Histoire de Genove, ii. p. 823. 
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bishop's ])alace with sorrow, and the six eliers followed 
them.* 

When they arrived at the hotel de ville, the council of 
sixty was still sitting. They gave a i^ithful account of 
their mission. They reported that the bishop-prince per- 
sisted in its iniquitous non possumiiSy and although the 
council felt deep pain at hearing the statement, no one 
flinched. These Genevans knew the fidelity that freemen 
owe to the institutions of their ancestors. The ambassa- 
dors of Berne then asked to be admitted. Importuned 
by their allies, the Friburgers, and by the councilore of the 
bishop, these haughty Bernese, unfaithful to their renown, 
had come to imagine that Ihe Genevans might very well, 
for oncey on this solemn occasion, renounce their charter 
and their rights. Sebastian de Diesbach therefore invited 
the council to try if they could not ' consent to this cita- 
tion, which the prelate positively would not recall.' Thus 
the only allies of Geneva solicited them to enter volun* 
tarily upon the path of concessions The council de- 
liberated, and the Sixty were unanimous. Here is the 
resolution which the secretary entered upon the register : 
* Ordered to reply to My Lords of Berne, that we will not 
consent to this citation, as it is entirely contrary to our 
franchises, and resolved to ask them to be pleased to aid 
us with their advice.' My Lords of Berne did not like to 
see their advice rejected, but as they withdrew they said 
that such men deserved to be free.f 

This new refusal exasperated the mamelukes. They 
were determined to use Wemli's death as an instrument 
of war to beat down the ancient edifice of Genevese liber, 
ties, to root up the foundations of the Refoinnation, and 
to establish on the ruins their own theories concerning the 
absolute power of the pope and the prince. Consequently 

* Counoil Registers of 8th July, 1588— Roset MS. Chron, liv. iii. 
ch. ziv. GaDtier MS. 
t Ibid. 



454 - THB BBFOBMATTOK IK StXROPE. BOOK T. 

• 

they denuinded the convocation of the Two Hnndrecl, 
hoping to find favorable voices among them. The great 
oouncil met the next day, and the Friburg ambassadors 
appeared before it, attended by a great number of the re- 
lations and friends of the canon — all dejected, gloomy, 
and silent, like the suppliants of ancient times. It was 
not fanaticism which animated the greater part of them. 
They had played with Wemli in their childhood ; they 
had loved him in their youth ; they venerated his memory 
now that a terrible catastrophe had stretched him dead in 
the streets of the city. If they had been unable to defend 
liim in the hour of danger, they wished to do everything 
now the hour of vengeance was come. It was not suffi- 
cient to have sprinkled his body with their tears, the blood 
of victims must flow in the very spot, where the martyr 
had been struck down. 'Most honored lords,' said the 
canon's brother, Hhe justice which men owe to one an- 
other is written on earth in the hearts of the just; why, 
then, should you trample it under foot ? You have not 
yet done justice for the death of him who was our 
brother and our Mend; on the contrary, you left the 
criminals free to come and go for six weeks. His body 
lies in the grave, but his blood, sprinkled on the stones of 
your city, calls for vengeance. If you are armed with 
the sword, it is not for mere show but to strike male^ic- 
tors. And yet your tribunals are dumb, and your sword 
slumbers in the sheath. Permit my lord bishop to cite 
the case before him. If you refuse, you may rest assured 
that we may seek other means of aven^g the death of 
our friend, and we shall drown our sorrow and anger not 
in the waters of justice but in blood.' The I^Viburgers 
spoke as if it were a murder : they forgot that the canon 
had put on a cuirass, that he had grasped the halberd, 
that he had gone fuUy armed to the scene of tumult, that 
he had rekindled the dying flames, and attacked the 
huguenots, who had only used their arms in legitimate 
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self-defence. The avoyer of Friburg seconded the elo- 
quent menaces of Wernli's brother.* 

The Two Hundred saw that a war with Friburg and 
Savoy would be the consequence of their refusal, but they 
had taken their stand on the rock of nght and were not 
to be moved. ' We do not know of any guilty persons 
who have been allowed to come and go freely in the city,* 
they said. 'If it be so, the blame lies with the procurator- 
fiscal whose duty it was to apprehend them, and not with 
us who are judges. As for permitting my lord to cite the 
cause before him, we can not do so ; it would be a viola- 
tion of the franchises, for which v^e and our forefathers 
have often risked our bodies and our goods.' The syndic 
added that the council would consent to the bishop's nam- 
ing two persons to be present at the examination, but on 
condition that they had no deliberative voice. The Fri- 
burgers and mamelukes could not make up their minds to 
accept this proposition. They were specially vexed that 
Coquet, syndic of the guard, whom they looked upon as 
devoted to the reform, should be among the number of the 
judges, whilst in their opinion he ought to be in the 
prisoner's dock.* 

If it had been a mere question of punishing the author 
of the canon's death, the prelate would perhaps have 
trusted to the syndics ; but he aimed at destroying both 
liberty and the Reformation in Geneva, and for that he 
trusted to himself alone. To supplications, threats, and 
violence some consented to add reasons. There was a 
kind of argument used only in scholastic debates to prove 
that priests were the best judges both in civil and political 
matters. This strange proposition was demonstrated by 
syllogism. The major was: 'He is the best fitted to 
judge who is nearest to God.' The minor this : 'Eccle- 



* Conneil Registers of 9th July, 1538. Roset MS. Chron, Uv. ill. 
oh. ziv. Gautier MS. 
t Ibid. 



456 THS KEFOBMATIOX IN BUBOPE. dOOK T. 

siastics are nearer to God than laymen.' The conclasion 
is evident. They had recourse also to arguments derived 
from astronomy. 'As there are two great lights in the 
universe,' it was said, ' so there are also two in society. 
The Church is the sun and the State is the moon. 
Kow the moon has no light of her own ; all her light ia 
derived from the sun. It is evident, therefore, that the 
church possesses in itself, formally and virtually, the tern- 
poral jurisdiction of the state.' * 

Such arguments had great strength in the prelate's 
eyes : he appointed two deputies, his bailiff and his attor« 
uey, and sent them to the Two Hundred with orders to 
defend the rights of the sun. The union of the two 
powers in a single individual supplied them with their 
principal argument. The bishop was hardly mentioned 
in their speech but only the prince, ' The bishop is your 
prince,' they declared ; ' and you, the syndics, are his 
officers. He may therefore command you as his subjects, 
and wheif he transfers to his tribunal a cause which is in 
your hands, you have only to obey.' This theory of ab- 
solute power could not pass in Geneva. ' We are not 
the prince's officers.' replied the magistrates, * but syn- 
dics of the city, elected by the people and not by my 
lord. He has no power to institute us, and even his own 
officers, nominated by himself, make oath to us, whilst 
we make oath to nobody.' Then the syndics, turning to 
the Friburg deputation, continued : ' Sirs, you helped us 
in the time of Berthelier, help us again now. It is not 
we, but the bishop and his officers who alone occasion 
the delay of which you complain. Let two deputies 
from the bishop, two from Berne, and two from Friburg, 
assist at the trial, and be witnesses of our uprightness. 'f 

The bishop persisted in his demand : the deputies from 

* * Cam iota claritas Innn sit a sole, patet quod jurisdictio spiritaa- 
118, qiuB ooraparatur soli, hnbet in se formaliter rel virtualiter jaris- 
dictioD^m temporalem.* — Goldastii Monarchioj ii. p. 1461 et seq. 

t CouDoil Registen of 9th July, 1688. 
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Berne, desiring to terminate the difference, proposed that 
the cause should be remitted to two judges nominated 
by the council, two by the,l»shop, two by Berne, and 
two by Friburg. The Genevans replied that a people 
were not at liberty to sacrifice the smallest portion of 
their rights ; and fatigued with these endless importu- 
nities, they added : ' If our offer is refused, we will con- 
voke the general assembly of the people and do what it 
shall ordain.' The Bernese, knowing very well that if the 
matter was referred to the people no arrangement would 
be possible, exclaimed : ' Pray do nothing of the kind.' 

Whilst even Berne was soliciting the syndics to give 
way, the wives, relations, and friends of the pnsoners 
conjured them to persevere in their resistance. They 
feared to hear every morning that it was too late to act. 

* It is time to bring the matter to an end,' said the syn- 
dics to the Bernese. 'The prisoners arc only accused; 
is it just to make them suffer as if they were guilty? Go 
and «peak plainly to the prince ; make him comprehend 
the duty which <wir liberties impose upon us.' The Ber- 
nese went to the episcopal palace, but neither the bishop 
nor the Friburgers who were with him would yield an 
inch. ' Messieurs of Geneva will not do otherwise than 
they have said,' coldly answered Pierre de la Baume. 

* Very good ! and we for our part will not do other- 
wise than we have declared/ The Friburgers added 
with a menacing tone : ' We are about to return home 
and there ... we shall consider another remedy.' This 
remedy was war: the Friburg deputies would return 
with an army.* 

While these things were going, on, the hnguenots and 
evangelicals, seized by the bishop's orddr, were still in 
prison bound hand and foot. Pierre Vandel, Claude 
Pasta, the Sire do Compey, Doniaine D'Arlod, the ener- 
getio Ami Perrin and others, not forgetting Jacqu^ma, 



♦ ConiMjil Registers of 9tli July, 1533. 
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awsdted their fate in the gloomy vaults of the episcopal 
residence. In every house in Geneva and at the townhall 
people were constantly talking of them. ' The prisoners,* 
they said, ' are kept in close confinement.' Such severity 
excited universal compassion, and the secretary of council 
mentions it in the Registers.* However if the bishop 
had been able to deprive them of freedom of motion, there 
was another he could not take from them, which was a 
sweet consolation for those who had received the gospel 
in their hearts. * Though they were bound and made fast 
in the stocks,' says Calvin, ' still while praying they 
praised God.' It is of Paul and Silas, shut up in the pri- 
son at Philippi, of whom the reformer is speaking ; but 
what he says of the liberty of prayer, which exists even 
in spite of chains, may be applied to some of those who 
were now in the prelate's dungeons. 

Just at this time a report circulated through the city 
that the bishop was secretly preparing boats for the re- 
moval of the prisoners to some castle. It was said that 
certain stout watermen -^ere ready to grasp the oar, that 
an armed force would accompany the captives, and that 
as soon as the episcopal officers were upon the open lake 
they would laugh at the syndics and the huguenots. 
These reports still more excited the anger of the citizens. 
One of them, a faring man named Pierre Verne, watching 
the boats moored on the shore, sought the means of pre- 
venting this unlawful abduction : he thought he had found 
one, simple and in his opinion infallible, and waited (as 
we shall see presently) until the veil of night concealed 
him from the eyes of the enemy.f 

If the princess councilors were contriving ho# to get 
the huguenot captives away, certain of the mamelokes 
were vexed that there were still so many at liberty, aiid 
that the bishop was so slow in apprehending them aU 

« Gonnoil Registera of 12th July, 16aa. 
tibid. 
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without exception. It seemed to them that the coup 
d*elat^ or rather coup de main^ of which they had dreamt 
was long in coming; and they knew that if a bold 
stroke is to succeed, the execution must be prompt. Some 
of them began therefore to make amends for ofSicial slow- 
ness by separate acts of violence. 

It was harvest time, and Jean Ami Curtet or Curteti, 
a man well disposed towards the gospel and belonging to 
a family which Duke Philibert le Beau had ennobled, had 
gone oat in the morning to visit a field which he possessed 
on the banks of the Arve. He examined the ears and the 
stalks: everything promised a fine harvest. Knowing 
that when wheat is once ripe, there should be no delay in 
reaping it, he ordered the laborer who accompanied him 
to begin to cut it. But he was destined to i^U before his 

corn, and on that very spot A sudden noise was heard, 

some men in disguise fell upon him, knocked him down, 
beat him and left him for dead in his.own field. The 
news soon reached the city. ' It is some gentlemen in 
disguise who have murdered him,' said the people. On 
hearing the moumfal news, the relations and Mends of 
Oartet seize their arquebuses, and about forty of them 
hastened towards the Arve bridge. They raised the poor 
man who was seriously wounded, and bearing their sad 
burden returned slowly into the city, their heaits bursting 
with anger. As the procession passed in front of a house 
where some Friburgers lodged, one of the Genevans called 
them ' Rascals and traitors !' The Friburgers, innocent 
of the attempt, swore that they would demand satisfaction 
for such an outrage; but the sad procession, passing 
slowly through the principal streets of Geneva, under the 
windows of the chief citizens, called up very different 
thoughts. Men ask^d each other whether the partisans 
of the prince-bishop intended to add murder to illegal ar. 
rest ; whether it was sufiicient to wear a mask and strange 
garments to deprive citizens of their lives, without any 
risk to the murderers ; and whether every huguenot, as 
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her was engaging in the most innocent oocnpations, mi^t 
be suddenly laid dead by a masked enemy in the field, be- 
queathed to him by his ancestors ?f 

While these dangers were accnmnlatijig on the beads of 
the friends of the reformation in Greneva itsell^ perils not less 
great were gathering roond the city. People arriving from 
the country on the left bank of the Hhone and of the lake 
reported that armed Friburgers and Savoyards were assem- 
bling in gi'eat numbers at the castle of Gaillard, and that 
one of the Wernlis conunanded a part of them. It was 
weirknown that this person, exasperated by the death of 
his relative the canon, combined in his heart, along with 
the love and respect he bore to his memory, a more ener- 
getic sentiment — ^that of revenge. The knights and sol- 
diers who gathered round him caught the infection of his 
anger. But not at Gaillard only were armed men assem- 
bling, according to the reports of the country people : 
there were some^ higher up, in the direction of the mount- 
ains, at Etrembi^res, where there was a ferry over the 
Arve to the mandemerU of Momex. Others were assem- 
bling higher still around the picturesque hill of Montoux, 
and especially at the village of Collonges, at the foot of 
the hill. At the same time, the people who came to Ge- 
neva from the right bank of the Rhone and the lake, from 
the side of the Jura, brought similar tidings, and. spoke 
of armed men in the Gex district, and particol^ly at the 
Grand Saconnex, three*quarters of a league from Geneva. 
The city was beginning to be surrounded by its enemies.f 

The time seemed near when the projects conceived by 
the bishop at Arbois were about to be realized. That 
prelate, who reproached his friend 6esan9on Hugues for 
not having ^ barked^ loud enough to prevent the fall of his 
authority, proposed not only to bar^ himself against the 
^wolves^^^hxxt also to bite them. One of those priests 

♦ Counoil Registers of 14th July, 1583. 
1^ Council Registers of 10th July, 15S8. 
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whom Borne had raised to the rank of priocesof pations 
bad said : ' I am accustomed to act vigorously. . » .1 shall 
consider what it must be.' The pontiff was p^^eparing to 
fulfill bis own prophecies. 

The future of Geneya was indeed threatening. On the 
10th of July a gloomy veil seemed to be closing over 
that noble city. A fanatical party was preparing the 
shroud in which it designed to bury the independence of 
the citizens and the Reformation of the Church. That 
city, for which many persons had already anticipated a 
more glorious destiny, was about to be reduced to a mere 
provincial tp^Q) occupying an undistinguished place in 
the world, and subject to the epervating influence of 
Rome, without life and without liberty. 

But other things were written in heaven. God was 
preparing both Geneva and Calvin to deliver battle to- 
gether, on the result of which was to depend the triumph 
of the Gospel and the liberty of modern nations. And 
to prepare for these glorious events, the steps of the great 
reformer were soon to be directed, undesignedly on his 
part, towards that small but energetic city, unique of its 
kind in £urope, and of which the man of God was not 
then thinking. 

We shall not forget that other nations have also added 
their stone to the edifice of civil and religious liberty. 
From Switzerland, Germany, the Low Countries, the 
British Isles, France, and afterwards America, as well as 
other countries, were to proceed some of the acts destined 
to secure the triumph of God's and man's liberties. 

And yet Calvin and Geneva did something. Calvin 
possessed an inflexible resolution. God had said to this 
man as he had said of old to one of hiB prophets : As an 
adamant harder than flint have I made thy forehead ; fear 
them noty neither be dismayed at their looka^ though they be 
a rdbeiUious hoitse.* It was not by chance, as it is termed, 

« Ezekiel, iii. 9. 
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that sndi a character was called to the midst of a |)eople 
who had shown in terrible struggles, watered with the 
blood of their best citizens, an indomitable resistance to 
absolute power. At the period of history we are describ- 
ing God was preparing Calvin and Geneva each apart ; 
but the union of those two natures, predestined (if I may 
say so) for each other, could not £iil to produce remark- 
able effects in the world. The reformer was about to 
concentrate in this little* comer of earth a moral force 
which would contribute to save the I^eformation in Eu- 
rope, and to preserve in a few more &vored spots those 
precious liberties to which all nations have equal rights. 

It was necessary in the 16th century that a great man 
and a little people should serve as a centre to the Re- 
formation. The firmness of the one, the energy of the 
other, tempered like steel in the waters of the Gospel, 
were to give the tone to nations that were greater though 
possibly less decided, and to impress the seal of unity on 
other energies. Behold how great a matter a little fire 
IdndUth I 

While waiting for this new dawn, sorrow reigned in 
Geneva. The reformers were expelled, their most fervent 
disciples were in prison, or wandering through the coun- 
try ; and the sword was suspended over the heads of all 
the friends of God's word. The -mamelukes triumphed. 
The friends of the Gospel and of liberty asked witli an- 

guish if the day of great tribulation was come at last 

The wives of the prisoners and of the fugitives expected 
to hear every moment of some new tragedy. Children 
called for their fathers, who came not to the call. Groans 
and lamentations, apprehension, and even cries of anger, 
prevailed everywhere. 

Only a few souls, putting their trust in God, preserved 
some little hope. Knowing that ' God is not God unless 
Ho is on a throne, that is, unless he governs the world, 
they feared nothing, however teriible it might be,'* fi-om 

• Calvin. 
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the hands of the powers of the earth. Lx the midst of 
agitated hearts and dejected faces, there were eyes which, 
though dimmed with tears, were raised towards heaven 
with a glance of hope and faith. 
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